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NOTES ON THE EARLY CHURCHES OF 
SOUTH ESSEX, 

^ By C. W. Forbes, Member of the Essex Archaeological 
Society. 

(CootmMd Irmii foL is, p. stti^] 

AVELEY. 

APTER leaving Wenninf^ton Church, we continue on our 
way for about another half a mile when the road 
branches, a sig-npost tells us that the left hand road 
leads to Aveley and that on the right to Purfleet and 
Grays ; both these roads join again at Stanford-le-Hope, about 
1 1 miles distant, as a glance at the map will tell us. We take * 
the left hand road leading to Aveley ; it is a gentle incline for 
nearly a mile, at the top of the hUl we notice some lodge 
gates ; these form die entrance to Belhus, a fine old castellated 
building of the time of Henry VII, belonging to the Lennaid- 
Barrett family. The north side has mullloned windows with 
ardied heads, and the house, with its crow-stepped gables and 
turrets, is rather picturesque; it is however not visible from 
the road in the summer time owing to the number of trees 
surrounding it The house contains an unbroken series of 
portraits of the chief owners down to the present day. 

It is traditionally believed that Queen Elizabeth stayed 
here for one night when on her way to Tilbury, to review the 
troops stationed there in readiness for the coming of King 
Phillip's great Armada ; this, however, is very doubtful, 
although a room was I believe prepared for her, which is still 
kept and called by her name. 

Descending tlie hill into the village, the church is on the 
right hand side nearly at the bottom of the hill ; a stone gate- 
way of modern construction leads from the main road into the 
churchyard. We get a rood view of the church from here 
pr»d cannot help noticing the rather ruinous state of the tower, 
which sadly needs restoration. There was originally a small 
Saxon church here, but the only noticeable trace left is a small 
portion of the arch of a wrindow on the south side of the upper 
part of the nave; The original Saxon church was very 
J VOU X. I B 
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small, this south wall evidently being a portion of the exterior 
wall of the first building. 

Aveley Church, dedicated to St. Michael, is a grand old 
structure, exhibiting four distinct styles of architecture — 
Norman, Early English, Decorated and Perpendicular — show- 
ing that the church has been added to and restored at various 
periods in its history. Walking round the exterior we notice 
that the windows are of the Early Knglish and Decorated 
styles, with the exception of one snnall circular window on the 
east side of the north chapel» which is evidently one of the 
original Norn\an ones. 

There is a priest's door on south side of the chancel, and in the 
nave, on the same side, a doorway blocked up with brickwork. 
The west doorway has not been used for many years, the 
space under the tower being utilized as a baptistry. The 
north door being the only one in use at present, we shall have 
to enter the church by that ; the poccfa, although modem. Is 
pleasing ; the restoration of the doorway to its original des^ 
in the Early English style was carried out during the latter 
part of the last century; on the right hand side are the 
remains of a Holy-water stoup. 

On looking round the interior we see that the church 
consists of a nave, north and south aisles, chancel and north 
chapel, and a west tower surmounted by a modem timber spira 

Between the south aisle and the nave is an arcade of three 
plain Norman arches with square pillars, somewhat after the 
style of Kainham, probably designed by the same architect, as 
the church dates from about the same period. Over tlu: arch 
nearest the pulpit are the remains of the early Saxou vs induw 
above referred to, showing that the present building was with- 
out doubt erected on a portion of the original foundations of 
the early Saxon church. 

The aortli aisle was evidently added later, as the arches 
dividing it from the nave are transitional Norman or very 
Early English work; the columns are circular, with moulded 
capitals, and bases restif^ on two square double plinths ; the 
one nearest to the north door has sunk several inches. The 
pilkrs dividing the chancel and the north chapel are octagonal, 
dating from about the middle of the XIII century. The 
pillar nearest to the nave is somewhat out of the perpendicular 
leaning towards the north ; the foundations on this side of the 
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EARLY CHURCHES OF SOUTH ESSEX. 

diiifch have evidently sunk a little^ caused by under currents 
of water running down the hill undermining the foundation; 
the vaults under the chancel are, I believe^ frequently flooded. 

There is a fine original XV century osk screen separating 
the nave and chancd, and three heavy tie beams span the 
vault of the nave, a plain Norman arch separating the nave 
from the west porch under the tower. 

On the south side of the chancel is a trefoil headed piscina 
with a small square basin set on the side of the niche; the 
piscina was orignnally divided by a shaft. 

Close by, near the priest's dcx)rway, is a fine old chair of 
curious design, presented to the church many years ago by 
Baroness Dacre, who was connected with the Lcnnard- Barrett 
family of Belhus On the front of the chair are the arms, etc, 
of the Dacre family. 

There is also a small piscina at the top of the south aisle on 
the right hand side ; and on the left side, on the reveal of the 
last arch near the pulpit, is a trefoil headed niche about 30 
inches high, in which stood an image of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, this comer having been used in pre-Reformation times 
either as a chantry or a Lady ChapeL 

The font in the west porch is Norman, and made of Purbeck 
marble. The design is very plain, a square basin supported on 
a centre block and four shafte ; it is of a simflar design to that 
at Laindon Church, which I hope to include in a later article. 

The pulpit is a 6ne piece of work of Jacobean design, and is 
dated on the inside 1621, as at Wennington» 

On the walls are a number of fine memorials, chiefly of the 
Lennard-Barretts of Belhus. Underneath the chancel, which 
is raised, is a lai^e vault belonging to this family, who are the 
patrons of the church. 

There are several fine brasses the chief one of which is 
of Flemish work, dated 1370, of Ralf de Knevynton, an effigy 
of a knight in armour, beneath a canopy. 

The door leading to the rood-loft has bf_^n bricked up and 
plastered over ; this was probably done when the church was 
repaired and restored in 1830. 

On the north side of the nave, opposite the pulpit, is a 
curious old round pew belonging to the Lennards, the floor of 
which is much lower than the other seats, showing that the 
floonng of the nave was probably raised at tlie restoration. 

3 
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EARLY CHURCHES OF SOUTH ESSEX. 

In the tower ate five bells, dated 1400, i6i8» 1692, 1712 

and 1 7 12; three of them are cracked. 

Early records show that the church belonged originally, as 
at Rainbaia, to the Canons of Lesnes Abbey in Kent ; it was 
at first a rectory in their gift till 1 327, when the first vicar was 
admitted on the presentation of the Rector. 

The Vicarage wa«; not endowed until 1330, when, at the 
petition of the Abbat of Lesnes, Stephen de Gravc^end 
(Bishop of London, 1316-1338), appropriated the great tithes 
to them, and endowed a Vicarage, reserving the collection to 
himself and his successors for ever. 

There are many other thinr^s in this church to interest one, 
and it will well repay a prolonged visit. 

Leavinf^ Aveley we continue on our way to the next village, 
Stifford, about three miles further on. Just before reaching 
this place we notice that the main road from Upminster, 
tliroue^ North and South Ockenden to Gra3r8» meets us, and 
as bcih these places have veiy celebrated old diurches, it wilt 
be worth our while to go out of the way a little to visit them. 

NORTH OCKENDEN. 

Nortii Ockenden is about 3} miles lirom UfMninster; the 
church stands back some considerable distance from the 
main road; it is surrounded by trees, and therefore easily 
missed unless one is fairly well acquainted with the locality. 

The building consists of nave, chancel, north aisle^ and 
chantry chapel, with a fine square tower at the west end. 

The north doorway is Norman work, also the tower, but 
the pillars and arches are of a later date, the north aisle and 
chantry chapel having been added later. 

What strikes one on entering the church is the magnificent 
series of monuments in the south chapel, which is the original 
chantry of the Pointz family. They are very fine and pro- 
bably unique in this part of the country. The monuments all 
belong to the one family, and date from 1502, one especially 
being an alabaster tomb with a splendid coloured canopy. 
Besides these, there aie a number of brasses and eleven mural 
slabs down to the reign of James I. All these monuments, 
ftc, are In excdlent preservation. 

In the windows are some fragments of old stained glass. 
The font is octagonaJ^ of the Decorated period, sinitlar to that 
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at Upminster. A Koman burial ground was discovered dose 
by in 1858, when a quantity of remains were found. 

Near by is Ockenden HaU» for many years the home of the 
Points family, 

SOUTH OCKENDEN. 

About a mile separates North from South Ockenden. The 
church here, built of flint and stone, is noted as being one 
of the few in the county with a round tower, which forms 
a conspicuous landmark for some distance around. 

The porch of the north door is very good, the doorway 
itself being an excellent specimen of late Norman work. 

The interior consists of nave, chancel, north aisle and chapel. 
The north chapel, the or^nal chantry of the Salton^all 
family, contains some fine memorials» one especially on the 
north wall, to Sir Richard Saltonstall, is considered by some 
to be equal to those at North Ockenden. 

There are also several brasses^ one to Sir Gilbert Saltonstallt 
dated 1$%$, On the floor is part of another bras9» to Ingelran 
Brugn, who died in 1400; it represents a knight in armour. 

The font is a fine one of the Perpendicular period. The 
old church platCi which was veiy valuable^ was stolen many 
years back. 

The very fine hourglass on the pulpit, dating from 1580, 

should be noted ; it is, I believe, one of the finest in existence. 
This hourglass is still turned by the Rector at the com- 
mencement of his discourses, although he docs not preach 
the full extent of time. 

The church was restored in 1886. The register dates from 

1538. 

The road between Ockenden and Stifford is a very ancient 
one, and is part of that used by the pilgrims who journeyed to 
the Shrine of St Thomas a Becket for some 300 years. 
The original road however crossed what is called the Bulphan 
fens, and went by Stifibrd Church to West Thurrod^ where 
the pilgrims usually halted for a period before undtftaking 
what was then a perilous journey over the river. 

STIFFORD. 

Crossing the valley of the BCardyke, we ascend a rather 
steep hill and see b^re us, the pretty little church of Stiffoid. 
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EARLY CHURCHES OF SOUTH ESSEX. 

This is an ancient buildii^, dafcii^ from middle of the XII 
century ; it has a west tower, chancel, south aisle and chantiy. 
The chancel is not due east and west, the otientation being 

11° N. of E. 

The tower is Early English. The most interesting feature 
externally is a 6ne doorway on the north side, the hinges and 
ironwork of the door are beautiful specimens of this class 
of work, and in good condition. It was orig-inally on the south 
side, but after the new road was made, probably near the 
end of the XVI century, after the Canterbury pilgrimages 
ceased, it was taken down and re-built on the north side, 
it bein^ then the chief entrance into the church: a new south 
door was erected m its stead. 

Oil enterinff we notice on the south side two pointed arches, 
the centre pillari* are circular and evidently of the same 
date as the tower ; the chancel arch is Perpendicular. 

The font is of the Early English period ; it is rather a 
bold design, but sadly mutilated. 

On the south side is an ancient diantry, the south wall 
of which contains a small pointed pisdna with projecting basin 
and shelf. In this comer of the church now stands a small 
organ, and whether it is that the projecting basin gets rubbed 
in some way by the organ blower, or that the stone is rather 
soft, it appeared to me on my last visit to be wearing away 
or decaying, so that in a few years, unless care is taken, 
it will have disappeared. 

A flat stone was recently discovered marked with Bve crosses; 
this is evidently the original table of the old stone altar. 

The pulpit is dated i6i t, and has fixed to it a frame for an 
hourglass : the glass itself, however, has been missing for 
many years. 

On the west wail of the south aisle are six brasses, one 
dated 1370 or 1375, to a former Rector, Ralph Perchehay; 
another is a figure of a Priest, araj 1480; the remainder 
are much later in date. There are some remains of ancient 
fresco-work.^ 

* Essex is noted for its fine brasses. It is estimate that out of a total 
number of about 4000 left in English churches, the county of Essex 
possesses about 300. Over ts^ooo wwe Moleii or destroyed in the 
Rcfonnafioii period* 

[To be ooDtinued.] 
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THE FOREST OF MIDDLESEX.' 
By Montagu SharpEi D.L. Middx. 

AT the close of the Saxon r^me portions of the original 
woodland still exbted in various parts of Middlesex, 
but b e twe e n the Colne and the Lea, along the uplands 
through which fan the northern boundaty of the newly 
carved out county, they became connected and more extensive, 
and formed the southern portion of what was known as the 
Forest of Middlesex. It stretched on the south between 
WatUng Street and the Lea over the slopes of Highgate almost 
to the walls of London, and on the north-west across Herts 
towards the Chiltem Hills,' and, it is said, to Dunstaple. In 
Middlesex alone the forest extended over some 65,000 acres 
and into sixteen parishes.3 From the earliest times it had 
been the home of numerous wild beasts, and in the Confe.s«>or's 
reign, deer, wild cattle, boars, and wolves were abundant there.' 
Later on in the XII century it was described as then con- 
taining good covert for bucks, docs, and wild cattle/ 

The sport of hunting, whether from necessity or from pleasure, 
has ever been a passion deeply ingrained in the human race, 
and the hardy Caluvellaunians, within whose territory this 
forest lay, aided by swift and keen -scented hounds, possessed 
ample opportunities for following the chase in the vicinity 
of their settlements at Bush Hill (Enfield), Brockley Hill, or 
Venilamium, their chief town, situated close by "amidst 
woonIs and marshes." The war lord Cassivellaunus, Tascio^ 
Cunobellne, and other Catuvellaunlan king5» hunted through 
the forest and into Middlesex by virtue of their royal preroga- 
tive, claiming the right to hunt over the lands of their subject&s 

■ By the courtesy of tho author we are able to give our readers this 
valu^le historical account of die Middlesex Forest ; it will form part of a 

new edition of h\s well-known work on Middfest'x Antiquities. — EDITOR. 

* " ^ linUh) Ciltriae usque Lundiniam J ere " was one " opaca nemora. 
. . . Adundabat enim eo tempore per totam ChiUriat nemora spaHosa densa 
€t copi&sa in quikus kedtUtAamt diversa ht^ia hipi apri tauri syitmirts ei 
cerm abundantur. Necnon et qui plus nocuerunt pniedonts latrones vispil" 
iones r rules et fugitivi!^ McUt. Paris^ Vitae A bit if I.eofsfano, 

'Haxeiidd, Ruislip, Pinner, Harrow Weald, btanmore (2), part of 
Hendoo : the St Alhans Abbey Manors of Edgware, Friem Bamet, 
Finchley, Homsey, Enfidd, Edmonton with S. Mimms and Southgaie, 

and TottenTinm witli Wood Green. 

* Survey 0/ London. Fitz Stephen, /!rw/. Henry II. 

s It is free for the king to hum anywhere in his own country." Dimetian 
Code {S* Wales), B. II, c 13, quoted in Tke Fomt of Essex ; Fisher. 

7 



i^yi u-cd by Google 



THE FOREST OF MIDDLESEX. 



Hunting was also an act of necessity, since large numbers of 
cattle, sheep, and geese were kept, which required protection 
from wild animals, while venison formed a staple article of 
food. The woodlands which originally covered the face of the 
county, afforded, until cleared away, abundant cover for its 
wild denizens, and to keep their numbers down, and save 
the cultivated laud from depredation by deer and wild cattle, 
as well as their sheep and poultry from wolves and foxes, 
large drives were ofganized to force them into parks and 
staked and hedged enclosures (paums kedae, septum fermmm)^ 
where they could be easily taken and killed.* The two parks 
situated in Middlesex are referred to below, and there is little 
doubt that a somewhat similar enclosure once existed at Hayes 
(Haege^ a hedge;' Hua^ in Domesday). Its original wood- 
land character is shown by the names Woodend and Norwood, 
the latter place being now a separate district known as 
Southall-Norwood. 

In the following age the Roman country gentlemen, aided 
by their British foresters, will hunt over and around their 
estates (centuriae) in the vicinjty of Enfield, Siilloniacae, 
Breakspears, and Staines,3 or join the officers from the town 
garrison and other officials at Colney Hatch (entrance to 
the wood of the Colonia), when the state huntsmen { pro- 
curatorrs cyncgiorum) go through the forests and wild lands be- 
longing to the Augusta (Londinium) Colonia. In a few centuries 
later on, the common forest land will become silva regis " and 
be gradually divided up and given a\va\' by Saxon king.*?, 
for the benefit of their souls and the stability of Liieir throne, 

' The wolf appears to have become extinct in England, temp. Henry 
VII. It was killed in Scotland in 1743, Ireland in 1770. Under 

a Scotch Act of 1457 the slayer of a woii was entitled to a penny from 
every householder in tbe parish. If a man fiuled to appear three times 
a year at the district woll* driven he forfeited a sheep to the sheriff. 

• Haiae were parts of a wood or forest staked and paled off into which 
wild animals could be driven for slaughter Hettnaris^ a sea hedge, was 
no doubt an cnUusure for catching sea hsh. Domesday Book. De Gray 
Birch. 

* Under Roman law "wild beasts, birds, and fishes as soon as they 
are taken become the property of the captor, and it is immaterial whether 
they are taken upon his own ground or that of another. Of course any 
one who enters upon the ground of another for the sake of hunting or 
fowling may be prohibited by the pmprietor if he sees hii intention of 
enteriqg." liuLjuUutkm^ JL II, ^ 13. 
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to eminent ecclesiastics or leading laymen, who will hunt 
over their respective manors, unless the forest rights are 
reserved to the Crown, or are still recognized as common 
property by prescription from Roman times. 

A /onsi has been defined as a portion of territory consisting of 
extensive waste lands and including a certain amount of both 
woodland and pasture circumscribed by defined metes and 
bounds, within which the right of hunting was reserved exclu- 
sively to the king ; and whioi was snbject to a special code of 
laws administered by local as well as central officers. 

A chase was like a forest enclosed and only defined by metes 
and bounds, but could be held by a subject. Offences committed 
therein were as a vaSnt ptmidnlile fay fhe common law, and not 
1)y forest jurisdiction. The terms ''chase" and "forest" were 
orcasionnlly used interchangeably, owing to the chase having 
been secured by the Crown, or the Crown having granted a roys^ 
forest to a subject 

A park was an enclosure fenced off by pales or a walL In 
ceruin forests there were various parks* and in most at least 
one or two. 

A warren was used to denote either the exclusive right of 
Iranting and taldng certain bnsts {ferae nahtme) in a particular 
place, or the land over which such nght existed. 

The beasts of the forest, or king's game, were the red, fallow, 
and roe deer, and the wild boar ; while the swan had a claim 
to be considered a fowl of the forest, 

Thg beasts of the warrm were the fox, hare» and rabbit ; while 
the fowk included the pheasant, partridge, and woodcock. 

The animals which were chased and hunted, though after very 
different fashions, were the deer, wolf, boar, hare, fox, and vermin 
such as the wild cat, martin, badger, and otter.' 

These definitions relate to the conditions of the chase in 
Norman times, though but little change has taken place in 
its practice from Saxon days. The earliest constitutions of the 
forest in England are those of King Cnut (1017-35) contained 
in thirty-four sections; but thoug^h ascribed to him, they 
are rather a compilation in a later age of the traditional 
Anglo- Danish law, which in turn was founded upon ancient 
regulations and customs,^ and constituted a code of oppressive 
rule6 lu preserve the wild denizens of the wood. 

Now tiie Domesday Survey, besides enabling us to estimate 
the amount of woodlands contained in the various Middlesex 

• TTie Royal Forests of England J. C. Cox. 

• Capitcuries of Dagobert hk the VII and of Chartemagna in dii IX 
oentory. Stt Tk$ Fcmt tf Ssax, Fisher. 
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manors within the forest area, records that at Enfield there 
was a i>ark or enclosure (et parens est ibi)^^ and anf:)ther at 
RuisHp for wild beasts (parcus est ihi ferarum silvaticarum)^ 
though the establishment of these parks probably dates back 
to early British times. The latter, situated on the verge 
of the forest, together wttii its purlieus, extended to the Colne 
on the west* and down to the Finn on the south. The enclosed 
part has» however* survived to the present day, represented 
fay a wood of 295 acres known as Ruislip park^ and so 
described on mocfem maps. Iti the vidni^ around lie 
Southcote, the cote at Breakspears, Woodcote Hill, and the 
hamlet of Eastcote, doubtless marking the sites of the Saxon 
cotes or cottages wherein dwelt the foresters and huntsmen 
who looked after the deer, and tended the hawlcs and hounds 
in the mews and kennels. 

We can easily picture in ancient times a meeting of 
Catuvellatinian chief men who have come down in their redas 
(four-wheeled carriage^ from Brockley Hill along the lines 
of Grimms Dyke, and Cassiobury close by, to meet in a 
woodland glade of the forest, through which the wild beasts 
will be driven into the park at Ruislip. But let us first notice 
the two distinguished persons who, with a retinue, have arrived 
from Vcrulamium. The tall man of noble mien with fair 
moustache and long hair turning grey, now stepping out of the 
esseda (war chariot), which contains his gleaming bronze 
helmet, shield, and sheaf of iron-tipped spears, has stopped 
to speak to some of his tribesmen who happen to be present 
from the Chtltriae district. His tanned skin and hardy frame 
betoken the arduous campaign in Essex, just completed 
by the capture and 'death of his old enemy Imanuentius^ 
King of the Trinobantes, He is the renowned Casstvellaunus, 
whom the southern tribes have elected to command their 
levies, which will shortly be raised to oppose Caesai^s 
threatened invasion of the country. Considering his rank» 
he is dressed devoid of regal splendour. Deerskin moccasins 
with thongs confine the loose breeches around the ankles, 
a short-sleeved woollen vest, dyed with the tribal colour, 
reaches to the knee like a kilt, and is ^\t\. in by a belt relieved 
with disk'^ of gold engraved and wrought with corals, while 
from it hangs a short bronze sword and sheath inlaid with 

^Painkt Gaelic ; Parwg^ Celtic ; Pearroc^ Aiig.-SaxaiL 
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bright enamels. This royal commander is on his way to 
inspect the camp at Hillen-dun, and then to meet his allied 

chieftains assembling at the Brentford frontier outpost, which 
commands the great Thames ford where the five trackways 
meet 

The lady with him is his daughter, the Prmcess Helena, 
who, leaving for once to others the care of her wounded tribes- 
men, and the wretched prisoners soon to be sold as slaves 
to merchants from across the seas, on this bright spring 
morning has ridden over to the last drive of the season,' 
for she dearly loves the chase, being a (earless rider and 
skilful with the bow. This golden-haired British princess, with 
loi^y face and delicate ecNii{docion, is both kind and good 
as she is fair, and is adored by young and old throughout 
the tribe. Fine of stature and graceful form, she ^ts her horse 
with inborn grace, and whilst gaily talking to friends around 
her, makes a charming central figure in tUs ancient woodland 
scene. The wealth of hair, through which an em's plume 
deftly thrust and held by a pin of bronze, is confined above 
the brow by a gold circlet, from which the breeze has loosened 
a few tresses, sweet in their waywardness. Above a garment 
of fine white wool fitting an exquisite form, a richly trimmed 
blue cloak, fastened by gold fibulae^ falls to the beaver skin 
upon the horse's back, from whence a shf>rt white skirt, hatched 
with the Catnvellannian colour, reaches the embroidered 
moccasins. A twisted torque of gold, suspending a little 
model of an animal, and light armlets, adorn the shapely 
neck and arms, while across the graceful shoulders a baldrick 
with bow and arrows hangs daintily behind. 

Leaving her horse and accompanied by a trusty friend, 
she mounts ;in empty waggon (carpenta) hidden behind a tree 
by the side ot the straggling glade, from cither end of which 
two long lines of hedge, made with stout stakes and interlaced 
with boughs and undergrowth, gradually converge upon a 
gateway opening into the park. From her place of vantage 
Helena will see the driven animals blindly rushing towards 
these outstretched leafy arms, and with unerring aim will add 
to the spoil which the creaking waggon will take back. At 

' The fence or forbidden month was in Norman times niteen days before 
and after St John's or Midsnimncr day. A law was passed by Ricfaanl I 
to pimnpv tbe dear fiom distiiilaiiioe dnriag the &imi^ 
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the blast from a long bronze camyx^ the sportsmen scatter 
to their places, and with weapons ready, stand concealed 
behind leafy screens erected at intervals along the edge of 
the open glade. Close by are their attendants, some with 
spare spears and arrows^ while others hold in the big hounds' 
which will follow and bring down the wounded animals which 
may turn and make for the Harrow weald (wood)^ A mile 
away the beaters in crescent line are gradually dosing in, 
and the merry notes of the little Agasseus hounds can now 
be fiuntly heard on the breeze as t^ busily work through 
the dense underwood,* and assist to push forward the increasing 
throng of deer, wild cattle^ boars^ wolves, &c., till at last 
the frightened beasts break from the covert and dart across 
the open glade, there to afford a ready mark for the weapons 
of the hidden hunters. Those which escape them race blindly 
on between the hedges of the treacherous lane, and swell 
the pantin^:^ mass strung-ling at it narrow end to pass into 
the park beyond — a veritable trap from which there is no 
escape. 

Again, in a later age, when this paled enclosure contains 
a goodly herd of deer, the well appointed Roman gentleman,3 
retired from official life, and now living on his estate, in 
after years to be known as Breakspears,^ will come over with 
his friends from London and the neighbouring country villas 
for a day s amusement in the park. His British freedmen 
and slaves stand around, waiting to see the huntsmen lay on 
the bounds, and the deer driven Into the toils. Afterwards 
they will help to cany home the venison and spread the tables 
for the coming feast 

'Claudiaii, II Cons. Stilicho III, 299. Magnaquc taurarum jracturae 
cclla Briianmat, 

* Oppian (A.D. 140), Cyneget. I, 468, describes them as small, awtcwaid, 

long-bodied, and rough haired — like our present otter hounds. 

3 " The squire hunted and feasted amid his retainers, who were usually 
slaves. . . . The villa was the hail of the period and was provided like 
Uie great country hooses of to-day with al! the best that contemporary 
life could give. It was ttie centre of a laige circle of humble dependencies, 
wherein resided the peasantn,- of the estate and the domestics of the villa. 
The existence amongst these of huntsmen — as inscriptions tell — reminds 
us that not only was the chase then as now popular amongst the squire- 
archy, but that there was a lir larger scope for its exercise." Rmtm 
Britain. Conybeare. 

* In Saaoo times. Hosiafwaff^: Haste or Hasta Hill lies dose by. 

II 
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The beasts of forest and warren in the Middlesex woods had 
no rest when the Saxon ruled the land, for the chase was the 
engrossing pastime of the nobility, who think it the highest 
of worldly felicity to spend their whole time in hunting. They 

purine the wild beasts with greater fury than the enemies 
of their country' : by constantly following this way of life they 
become as savage nearly as the beasts they hunt. The 
chief part of a young Saxon nobleman's education was hau k- 
in^, hunting, running, casting of darts, &c."' King Alfred 
coTistantly practiced hunting of every kind himself, training his 
falconers and dog keepers. Peerless was he in the hunting 
field, ever the first and ever the luckiest." Harold Harefoot 
was known as a swift-footed hunter. Edward the Confessor 
delighted to follow a pack of hounds, and cheer them with hib 
voioe,3 and his successor, Harold, is represented upon the 
Bayeux tapestry with hawk and hounds. 

little or notiiing is knovm of the early history of the en- 
clositie or park at Enfield, which seems to have lain within the 
^ farms ejOnmstau" or the great or outer park at the eastern 
end of the forest, and idikh, in the time of Edward II, became 
known as the Chase.4 It is said that this chase was originally 
bounded on the east by the River Lea, which divided it 
from Epping Forest, and that in other directions it extended 
over and b^ond the Manor of Enfield. However, in the 
course of centuries the area of the Chase became reduced . 
500 acres which lay in Herts were enclosed within Theobald's' 
Park by James T, and when the end came in 1779, it measured 
four and a half miles from Parsons Lane on the east to 
Gannock Corner on the west, and half a mile less from 
Southgate to Cattlegate on the north, and contained 8 349 acres. 

If this Chase, with its metes and bounds, was non-existent 
as such in Roman days, then it was probaby formed by one 
of the early Saxon Abbats of St. Albans, amongst whose 
earliest possessions were Enfield, Edmonton, and Stanmore, 
while later on they acquired the lands which stretched from 
Bamet to London,^ and in addition on the north, in Herts, the 

■ sports and Pastimes. Strutt. 

* Alfred in tht Chroniclers, Conybeare. 

* Wm. of Malmesbury. 
«Clote Roll, 19 Ed. II, OL 16. 

* Staimion^ Enfield, and Edmonton, which laier included & Minims and 
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neighbouring^ manors of Northaw, Ridp^c, Southaw (Chipping 
and East Barnet), Ehtree, Aldenham, &c. Within this 
splendid stretch of country the lordly Abbats had everv facility 
tor the enjoyment of the chase. Wulsij^, the third Abbat, 
hunted in his silken vestments, and must have presented a 
strange spectacle when galloping through the woods with his 
canonicals streaming in the wind. His successor, Wulnoth, 
was also a sportsman, and, let us hope, hiintLd in better style; 
it is recorded of him that he kept iiawks, hounds, and 
huntsmen.' 

When the chaae was fixed at some distance from the Abbey 
a temporaiy hunting lodge was, as then usual, erected for the 
acooromodatton of the Abbat and his friends.* In due course 
a permanent lodge near the deer park would be bailt» and 
the area of the surrounding chase marked out by metes and 
bounds^ and so in some such manner was the well-known 
Chase of Enfield gradually defined within the ancient forest of 
Middlesex. But this excellent hunting district was destined to 
fall into lay hands, and before the close of the XI centuiy the 
Abbats of St Albans had lost all their Middlesex manors. 
Saxon tiianes had become possessed of Enfield, Edmonton, 
and Stanmore^ and the others were seized by King Wtltiaoi 

probably Monken Hadley, were gifts to the Abbey by King OIBi (TSS-^)* 
though subsequently lost or exchanged. Frieni Barnet, Edgware, 
Finchley, and Homsey were later acquisitions, since Matthew Paris state* 
that the Conqueror seized the Abbey lands lying south of Barnet 
■ Gesta AU mhtm Momta. S, AOak 

* In the Boldon Book is a descriplioD of a hunting lodge which the 
inlluni of the Hishop of Durham had to provide for the great hunt of that 
prelate. " The hal! was to be constructed in the forest and to be 60 ft. 
long by 16 fu wide between the posts, and to have a chamber, a steward's 
room, and a private. A diapel 40 by 1 5 ft. was also set np." A psrallel 
to this lodge is found in the description of the provision made for a Welsh 
king when travellin^^ through his dominions. "The house consisted of 
poles of newly felled timber placed in rows of three, and fastened to the 
roof-tree ; km walls of stakes and wattle shut in the sides. The rooi 
was covered with branches aad thatch, and behhid the pdes were placed 
beds of rushes The fire was in the middle between the oentral parts. 

Ufe in Early Hnimji. Windle. 

in 1529 • the Eail of Alhol made a palace for James V for the ti me of 
their boating which was built ui a meadow. The walls were of gvees 
timber woven with bark and built in four quarters. At this time there ^'ss 
slain three score of hart and hind with other small beasts, such as roSi 
wol^ fox, and wild cat." Forest oj Alhol . Lindsay of Pitscottie. 




TATSFIELD CHURCH, SURREY. 

on account of the opposition he met with on his march to 
London, from Fritheric, a nephew of Cnut, and last Saxon 
Abbat of St. Albans, who had felled timber across Watling 
Street where it ran through his lands. For this the King 
deprived him of the Manor of Redburn, and his Middlesex 
lands between Barnet and London, remarkin*];- " that the 
manors given to St. Alba.n.s had been taken from the militar)% 
and that was why England could not resist me. The Danish 
King may war against me, and I cannot defend the kingdom. 
I therefore begin with you, and take for the support of my 
knights some of your superabundant land.**' So great were the 
changes at this time that, shortly after tlie Conquest, all the 
county, includincT the forest district from the Colne to the 
Lea, was in the handi of the King or his Norman fuiluwcr:i. 

£To be*cantiniied.J 



TATSFIELD CHURCH, SURREY. 
By John Sydney Ham. 

IT is surprising^ how comparatively few people there are, out 
of the many who throng our countr)' lanes un bic\ cles and 
motor cars, who ever think it worth their while t() turn 
aside from the highway and penetrate as it were behind 
the scenes. If they did so, they would be amply repaid by the 
discf iveryof rich treasures, which are reserved for the enjo) ment 
of those whose delight it is to search out and study the manners 
and customs of the past and the art ut bygone ages. True it is 
that the average tourist invariably makes a point of visiting 
places of note and going the rounds of our great cathedrals, 
and, after having been Smm over some building remarkable 
for its architectural beauty, or its ccmnexlon with some notable 
event in the history of our nation, the escort being probably 
someone quite incompetent and unsuitable for the office, passes 
on with the remark, **Oh\ how inteiestingl" And with that 
his or her enthusiasm dies a natural death. But tbm are otiter 

■ Gista AHtOmm M^nfu, S, ABm, 
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buildings beside cathedrals, which to a thinking mind inspire a 
feeling of veneration equal to that which is produced by the 
contemplation of the finest "show places," namely, some of our 
small, out-of-the-way parish churches, whose very insignificance 
in point of size, besides their comparative obscurity, arouse 
feelings of reverence which are intensified by their homely 
sunoundings. 

One of these is the parish church of Tatsfield in Surrey, 
which is situated on the chalk escarpment about a mile from 
the summit of Botlqr Hill, just off the road from Warlingham 
to Westerham. From the ancient burial ground which 
surrounds the sacred edifice, a magnificent view of the Weald 
is obtainable, the South Downs being plainly visible in the 
distance. Looking down towards the south one sees the 
country below in all its glory of cultivation, while beneath the 
turf on which the spectator stands reposes the dust of many 
generations, undisturbed by the few sounds of life that penetrate 
to this obscure spot The situation brings home to one a 
sensation of intense peace and quietude, but the imprcs'^ion on 
the mind that the picture produces is difTereat to that wiiicli is 
caused by the contem illation of an old country churchyard, the 
type of which is so often depicted by the author or [jainter, that 
of a church, embosomed in trees, with the spire just ajjpearing 
through the branches, or else standing in a village street. 
Certainly there are many such churches ; but the beauty of 
their surroundings, and very beautiful such surruuudings are, is 
of quite a different pattern to the environs of the church we are 
oonddering at present 

Tatsfield churchyard is suggestive of romance rather than 
placidness; its exposed situation is such as would have appealed 
to the mind of the author of fVutkenti^ Nefgiis, and awakens 
the memory of those who have read that powerful novel to the 
recollection of the little burial-ground, where the remains of 
Catherine and HeathcliflT were laid after their souls» so fiill of 
passionate love and hate, had left on their respecti\ e journeys 
to the unknown. But for all this, the sense of restfuiness which 
comes to one at Tatsfield is very real, and there is grandeur 
about it, something large and vast ; the solitude, the unbroken 
view, the elevation, produce feelings which would not be felt, 
say, for instance, in the equally beautiful churchyard of Stoke 
d'Abemon near Leatherbead, which is surrounded by rich 
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foliage^ the river Mole winding its way at the foot of the 
boundaiy wall. 

But it is time to enter the church and stud/ the cunning and 

skill of long forgotten architects and masons. 

The building- consists of a nnve and chancel, the northern 
wall of the former dating from the Norm^in period. The tower, 
which is situated at the west end of the nave, is modem, and 
without interest; the chasicel was erected in the thirteenth 
century. The original entrance to the church was in the south 
wall of the nave, close to where the wall joins the tower; but 
this is now bricked up, the present doorway being under the 
tower. The most notable feature of the nave is a Norman 
window in the north wall, but the chief architectural interest of 
the church is to be found inside the chancel, which is separated 
from the nave fay a tliirteenth oentiuy aicfa. 

The east window is an oidinaiy example of thirteenth 
century work, witli bar tracery, but the finest feature of tiie 
dianoel is a window of tiie same period pierced in the nortii 
wall. Tills window is really beautifiil, the mouldings are deeply 
cut and the whole eflect very graceful, and although it has 
undei^ne restoration it has in no way been deprived of its 
original beauty. There is also a quarterfoil low-side window in 
the south wall, probably of fourteenth century date. It is to be 
hoped that some day the use to which low-side windows were 
put will be discovered for certain, so many suggested theories 
having been discarded as improbable. There is a double 
aumbry in the south waW of the sanctuary, and a piscina and 
credence in the east wall, the upper part of which terminates in 
an ogee arch, the whole showing the work of skilled hands. 

The reredos, although modern, is worthy of attention. The 
painting, which represents the Crucifixion, is really a work of art 
and well executed ; it is noticeable that the feet of Christ are 
shown as being separately nailed to the Cross, whicii is rather 
unusual in this country; the more familiar representation shows 
both feet pierced by one nail. Unhappily, the chancel has 
been much disfigured by some very tawdry wall decorations, 
and it certainly behoves churchwardens and others to exercise 
great considen^ion before passing any design which may, as hi 
tli» and many other churches, di&gure rather than beautify the 
bunding. 

To tbe writo's mind the account of an ancient parish church 
VOL. X. 17 C 
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is incomplete wifbout some mention of tiie purisli rqgisters^ 
wliich contain so much valuable Infonnation iditive to tlw 
hlstoiy of tile place; 

The earliest Tals6eld raster in eatlMenoe Is a veUnm bound 

volume of the usual kind, the leaves being of parchment, as 
ordered by the Act of 1 603, It is described as '* The Register 
Book of Tatsfield in the 3fear of our Lord 1690^" the 
incumbent's signature following. The first entry records a 
baptism which took place on September 4, 1674. There is also 
given in thi.^ rec^istcr an account of how the previotis one was 
lost to the parish in the year 1 810, under somewhat peculiar 
circumstances. It appears that the volume was in the care of 
the clerk's wife, who resided in a cottage near the church. A 
lady h'ving in the neighhKjurhood applied for permission to 
inspect it. The clerk's wife, having occasion to leave har visitor 
alone for a few moments, returned to find that both she and the 
book had disappeared. The Rev. Henry Annesley Tyndale, 
who was rector in 1842, and who wrote the story of the 
raster's disappearance, added a note to the eflfect that he did 
not give much credence to the taK It seems femarkable tluit 
some steps were not at once taken to trace the offender, who 
was well known, and recover the precious volume. Even^ 
nowadays it is no uncommon tiling to find the parish registers 
veiy insecurely housed, but the cleiigy ate fiust awaking to a 
sense of their responsibility in a matter of so much importance* 
There can, however, be no fepetition of the Tatsfield case^ as 
tile ancient volumes are now stored in an iron chest at the 
rectoiy. 

No ostentatious monuments disfigure the gravesrard, but heie 
and there plain headstones record the names of tiKMe wiio sleep 

beneath. 

The foregoin[^ is a brief account of a Surrey village church, 
and one that is but little known. Barely twenty miles from 
London, and yet in the heart of the country, it stands in 
solitary grandeur overlooking the Weald. Century after 
century has rolled by, and the venerable witness to Christianity 
is still the centre of local religious activity. No doubt in the 
past it has many a time welcomed the pilgrims f^ing to or 
from the shrine of St Thomas of Canterbury, as the ancient 
thoroughfare known as the " Pilgrims* Way " passes within 
half a mile of it 

iS 
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Br W. H. Wadham Powku, 

IT is now timei however, to turn attention to the house 
Itself, and to die purk in whkh it stands, and it is fortunate 
fbr this purpose, diat an unusually complete series of fine 
drawings from various points of view, both of the park and 
the mansion, has been preserved, as will be presently men- 
ticmed in detail, which will add considerably to the history 
of the place, at that peritki. 

So far, hofpcvof, lagatdB the earlier mansion, as ft may 
have existed before the thne of Lord Jeffreys, there does not 
seem to be any precise account, but die supposition is that 
it may have been Elizabethan in charatter ; and ft is also said 
that some of the materials of which it was built, were made use 
of in the House built by Lord Jeffreys — a large and most 
carefully drawn map or plan of which is now in the present 
mansion. There seems to be no doubt that the old House was 
destroyed by fire at some time after Jeffreys purchased the 
estate, and it is not at all improbable that his sojourn at a 
^ house called The Grange, at Chalfont Saint Peter, was the 
result of this catastrophe, and that the new House of Bulstrode, 
buiit by him in, or about, 1 686, was in place of the old one. 
Tlie Grange was at that time in the possession of the 
Pennington family. The original house has long since dis- 
appeared, but another has been erected fn its place, and to this 
day the workmiui on the rood points out to the passer-by the 
site of the residence of the notcdoiis Judge. 

To ffetnm, h ow e v er, to the map or plim of which mentfon 
has just heen made^ the title of this admirable specimen of the 
dfatightfiianship of that period is as follows 

Mappe of a F articular Estate. 

" George Lord Jefircys, Baron oi Wcm, Lord High Chancellor of 
England, containing certaine Fannes, Landes, Woods, and Tene- 
ments, and part of two Manors or Lordships, to wit, the Mannor of 
Temple Bulstrode, and the Mannor of Fulmore, all which Estate is 
frediold, and lying t<^ether entire and situate and being in the 
Panrishes of UptQUi Hedgerley, and Fulmore and Cheshunt, in the 
Cbuntjr €f Buttt, fhe principal House being cammosly called or 
known by the name of Temple Bulstrode^ and situate m the l^arrish 
of Upton aforesaid, on which Mappe is exprfssed every particular 
ficU and wood, with its bouse and y*" Area or Content thereof in 
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Acres, Roods, and Poles of Statute Measure. And also the Fronts 
of all y" Farm Houses, Tenements, Barnes, &c., are described and 
set in their proper situation, whether they be toward the East, West, 
North, or Sooth. And likAifise all the Hishways, Lanes, alhmable 
Footpaths by, in, and through any of y* r Lands, with the Gtttes, 
Stiles, Ponds, Ditches, Hedges, &c., and many of the principal 
Trees in each Field or Wood. And the names of all adjacent 
Lands, &C., remarkable places round about this s' Estate that abutt 
thereupon and bound and liniitt the same. All which was measured 
and dnwii by John Fisher, Anno Donuu, 16S6.* 

At the top of this map, or plan, are two drawings, one of the 
south front, and one of the east front of the Manor House 
of Temple Bulstrode, as it was then called, and as it existed at 
that date, 1686. 
. This drawing shows that the south front was about 200 feet 
long, and consisted of one principal stocy, with a basement 
below it 

The east front was about 170 feet long, with a fine central 
hall, two stories high. With tUs exception the prindpai rooms 
were only one storey hi^h, and had no building over them. 

There is also a ground plan of the man«on and of the 
interior courtyard. 

The principal rooms of this building are said to have been 
veiy handsome, but the bedrooms were not placed suitably 
acoording to modem ideas, being nearly all of them In the 
basement 

After the estate came into the hands of the Bentinck- 
Portland family, another plan was made, as would naturally 
be the case, showing the mansion and grounds as they existed 
during the early period of their occupancy of the property, and 
it was this plan probably which may have represented that 
" melancholy monument of Dutch magnificence," which is 
referred to by Horace Walpole in one of his letters, as has 
already been noticed. 

This plan bears the title of — " The South Prospective of 
BuUstrod House and Garden," and it is described in the some- 
what grandiloquent language of the period, as — "BuUstrod, 
the Seat of the High Puissant and Most Noble Prince 
Bentinck, Duke of Portland, and Marquis of Titchfidd, Eari 
Portland, Viscount Woodstodc, and Baron of Cirencester." 

There Is no date to this plan, but as the Earl of Portland was 
created Duke In 17 16, it must have been drawn after that date; 

so 
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The extensive formal gardens, with alleys of dipped trees, 
and with rows of pyramidal cypfesses, so characteristic of 
the gardens of that period, ate conspicuously delineated, with- 
out which no gafden arrangement of that period seems to have 

been complete. 

It may be as well now to look somewhat carefully at a series 
of drawings of the Mansion and Park of Bulstrode, which are 
preserved in the King's Library, and in the Manuscript 
Department at the British Museum. 

These drawings arrange themselves practically into three 
sets, and they are all interesting, as showings what the 
mansion was like in the time of the Portlands, and during 
the first part of the possession of Bulstrode by the Dukes oi 
Somerset 

In more precise terms, these drawings are dated from 1781, 
tliat is 19 yean after the suoeession of the 2nd Duke of 
Portland to the dukedom, and ahout the time when he became 
Lord Lieutenant of Ifeland» to 1844, which would be about 
34 jrears after the purchase of the estate from the 4th Duke ot 
Portland by the I ith Duke of Somerset, in l8ia 

The firsts in order of date, of these sets of drawuigs is 
that which was drawn by Samuel H. Grimm, who was a well* 
known water-colour painter of that period, and who in 1769 
was an exhibitor at the First Exhibition of the Royal Academy. 
Grimm was also employed by the Right Reverend Sir Richaid 
Kaye, Baronet and Dean of Lincoln, to make drawings in 
various counties for his topographical collections, which were 
bequeathed by him to the Trustees of the British Museum, and 
it is some of these drawings in the Kaye collection which form 
the second set of these Bulstrode sketches. 

The third set was purchased by the British Museum Trustees 
from the representatives of John Buckler, a well-known archi- 
tect, and they consist of a very nice series of drawings in 
pencil. 

It will be interesting to take these three sets of drawings and 
compare them with one another, so &r as that can be done, 
in order of date. 

The first of the Grimm serns of drawings is entitled — *^ A 
View in Indian Ink of Bulstrode, the Seat of the Dowager 
Duchess of Portland, drawn by S. H. Grimm, 7th May, 17S1." 

This drawing is practically the same as one called--'' A 
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General View of the Mansion from the Park"-^in the Kaye 
collection, which ii> a pen and ink drawing. 

The subject is a long range of buildings, two stories in height, 
witb lofty windows oq th^ ground Qoor, and small square 
windows in the basement beneath them. A tower irtth a mall 
cupola 4t tha ^ rise* MUnd tUs nmgQ pC bwildUofik which 
evidantly ibnm l;he font cif tto iwmikiii. Thu aisia of this 
drawing Is lo^ x 7 tm^ips. 

It may be noted witii raliraiea tp Iba a]M>va quoted title 
of Grimm's drawingi that the Dowager Pucbeia «!f Portland, 
who is therein mentioned, woold be ttm widow oC the 2nd Dukc^ 
who died in 1762, so that it would seem as if Her Gcace 
occupied t^ mansion at the time these drawings were foada 
There is also an " Outline View of Bulstrode," being apparently 
the sketch from which the preceding dsawing ^praa mad^ The 
size of this sketch is i ft. 7 ins. x i ft. 

The next of the Grimm series is entitled — " A View in 
Indian Ink of the Grotto in the Park at Buistjfode, ' — and is 
also dated, 7th May, 1781. This is also practically the same 
as the sepia sketch in the Kaye collection. These drawings 
represent a rustic arch of stonework, with a smaller arch on 
either side of it. These lead into a sort of cavern, with interior 
arches at the sides. Over the grotto rises a high raouad, 
having trees growing on it, which appear to be chiefly larch 
and fir. In the interior of the grotto is seen a small table and 
chain Tlie siae of the Grimm diawing is loi x 7 indiea. 

Anotiber of these drawin^rs is eet^M--''* A View in Indian 
Ink of a Danish Campin the Park at Bulstroda^"— and isdated 
yth May, 1731. This also to all kitents aiid purposes Is 
the same as a drawing In the Kayo ooUectiGva; but tfam is no 
title to the latter. 

These drawings of the Danish camp ifpment simply a view 
in the park, with two laige oak trees griMnng out of a bank in 
the foreground, but no attempt is made to Indicate the so called 
Danish camp. In the distance is seen the manskm^ situated 
among the trees, and conspicuous hy its long rows of windows. 
The size of the Grimm drawing is 14 x 11 inches. There 
is a! so in the same collection a small steel engraving, represent- 
ing the mansion, which seems to be much t|pue same as the first 
of these drawings above mentioned. 

The third set of this series of Bui^sUoi^ di^avfiogs conmt9 of 



Digitized by Google 



BULSTRODE. 



fite very nice architectural drawings by John BuckkfV » noted 

architect, who died in 185 i. 

The first of these is entitled — "A South-East View of 
Bu 1st rode, the Seat of His Grace tlvB late Dukc of Portland 
and is dated ** 20th October, i8 1 8." 

What this date means is not altogether clear. In i8i8 
the Bulstrode estate had passed into the hands of the iith 
Duke of Somerset, so it seems curious that this drawing should 
refer it to the *Mate Duke of Portland." In i8iS, it inay be 
noticed. Buckler would be only 23 years of age. 

This drawing repra>ents in one part of it a mansion of two 
atoms tn height* abovo a aoct of ground floor or baaemicnt, 
whidi looks ntfaor out of place in a building of this descriptioa 
The top of the mansion 1$ finished off by a battlemcnted 
parapet Another part of tbo buildings towaids the right 
hand of the spectator, eonststs of a long erection of one 
story only, with huge windows* There is an entnuice in 
the oenlfe of this range of buildings with a lofty pediment 
over it. 

The second drawing is entitled — " A South-West View of 
Bulstrode, the Seat of His Grace, the late Duke of Portland, 
aoth October, i8i3." 

This drawing exhibits a full front view of that part of 
the mansion looking towards the south-west. It consists of a 
long lofty range of building with two battlemcnted low turrets 
in the centre, and another larger turret at the end. 

The third drawing is called — " A General View of the 
Mansion," — and is evidently copied irom the similar drawing in 
the Grimm series. 

It is probable that these drawings of Buckler with the battle- 
mcnted parapets represent the house which the Duke of 
Portland began, but never finished, and which stood on the site 
of the terrace, between the present house and the pigeon tower, 
which foroM so conspicuous and charming a pictnve fiom the 
wuidows on that side of the present mansion. 

The fiwrth drawing is a slight sketch of the entrance to an 
avenue, and is probably that of the avenue which is seen 
through the old castellated archway situated at the end of 
a formal gardei^ adjoining the present mansion, but there is no 
title to it 

The fifth, and Uwt, of these Buckler drawuigp is entitled^ 
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"The Grotto in the Park at Buistrode, yth May, 1781, drawn 
by Mr. Buckler, 8th July, 1844.* 

This drawing is evidently taken from the sketch in the 
Grimm series, which has been already mentioned. 

Of these Buckler drawings, one is 1 5 inches long, four are 
about 12 inches long, and they are all from 6 to 9 inches 
in height 

Wtoi the Buistrode estate, In the year 1810, passed into the 
hands of the nth Duke of Somerset, he» like his piedeoessorsi 
began to have thoughts of lebuilding, and plans of sonie 
pietensions, which would probably have satisfied the artistic 
views of the owner of Strawberry Hilt, were ultimately prepared 
for that purpose by an eminent architect of that period, Sir 
Jeffrey Wyattville, who was employed by George IV to make 
considerable alterations at Windsor Castle in 1824, at the 
completion of which, the King sanctioned the addition of ville 
to his previous name of Wyatt, and also permitted him to take 
the word "Windsor" as the motto of his coat of arm?;. 
Wyattville died in 1840. Fortunately, however, perhaps for the 
architectural reputation of Buistrode, these plans were never 
carried out. Preparations were, however, made for re -building, 
and various sales of portions of the older building took place, 
from the catalogues of which many interesting particulars may 
be gleaned. For instance, froni a catal<^ue prepared by Mr. 
Christie in 18 14, it appears that the manors of Fulmer and 
Temple Buistrode extended into eight parishes, and contained 
upwards of 2000 acres ; and sales of building materials, pro- 
bably obtained from that part of the mansion which was 
demollslied about that period, took place In 18x1, 181 8, and 
X825. 

From 181 1 to 1816 also, considerable sales of timber took 
place. The Buistrode estate had loi^ had a great reputation 
for its fotest tnes, and the ^capital naval timber" and the 
"oak timber, well worth the attention of ship builders, the 
principal part being unusually large, and of remarkable fine 
growth," are especially mentioned in the catalogues referring to 
the timber sales for that period. And indeed, when the short 
distance of the estate from the Metropolis, and the easy access 
hy river and canal to the great ship-building yards of the 
Royal Na\y on the Thames and at Portsmouth are considered, 
at a period too when there were none but wooden vessels, 
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it may not seem at all improbable that ships which fought 
at Navarino, Camperdown, or Trafalgar, may have been built 
from the great oaks which grew upon the wooded slopes of 
Bulstrode. 

"*Twas in Trafalgar's Bay 

We saw the Frenchmen lay, 
Each heart was bounding; then; 

We scorned the foreign yoke: 

Our ships were British oak^ 
And heart of oak our men." 
the now forgotten song writer, S. J. Arnold, wrote for 
the also long disused opera of " The Ainericans." 

The amount of timber sales, chiefly oak, from the Bulstrode 
estate^ for the years i8i x to 1816, appeared to have readied the 
very re s pect a ble figure of ;(2 1 ,3 5 3. 

And in the year 1816 the chapel furniture^" which dated 
from the time of the Portlands, and also a portion of the 
household fiimitare was ofiered for sale. The chapel furniture 
consisted of " the table with the needlework cover, two velvet 
cushions, and the kneeling stools, two antique chairs, with 
cane seats and back, and two elbow chairs." 

The prayer book which was used at the service of the 
Holy Communion in this chapel is now at Bulstrode; and 
in the private chapel attached to Denham Place, in the parish of 
that name, not far from Gerrard's Cross, are the screen, the 
seats, and sofTie other fittings, which arc said to have been 
brought there from "a chapel in the old house at Bulstrode." 

In the catalogue prepared for a proposed sale a few years 
earlier, in 1814, amongst the attractions mentioned on the 
estate were " An Ornamental Sheet of Water," and a " Turkish 
Pavillion"; and as a specimen of the original Mr. Christie's 
descriptive powers at this date, it is amusing to learn that "the 
whole was disposed with the hand of taste, in a very superior 
Style of el^ance," and the park — which, by the way, had been 
not many years previously the scene of a taid by the notorious 
Dick Turpin upon the Duke of Portland, who liad just entered 
it from the public road, and was driving up to the mansion, 
when his escort was driven off by the brigands, and the 
Duke himself was robbed of his watch and its accessories — 
is described as « beautifully diversiiied with hill and dale^ 
leatured with masses of «md and ornamental plantations, 

as 
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and exhibiting in every direction, the most picturesque sylvan 
scenery," the charms of which were probably thrown away upcm 
Dick Turpin and his companions. It is only fair, how- 
ever, to add that this raid on the then owner of Bulstrode, 
is said to have been made in compliance with a wager to that 
effect, so it may be hoped that the Duke regained at some 
time or other his watch and trinkets at all events. 

Again, in 1 82 5, a 8al« of a portion of the estate buildings 
seems to have been contemplated and it Is mentioned in 
the particulafs prepared for that purpose, that the new and 
unfinished buildings have been estimated as materials at the 
sum of £$000, 'Dus seems to indicate the extent to which the 
operations fiir re-building the mansion had been canled ; these 
however were not carried out 

On the death of the iith I>ukc in 1855, and the succcssloo 
of the 1 2th Duke, a new and brilliant future was in store 
for Bulstrode^ and as soon as affairs permitted of his doing 
so, the Duke, now First Lord of the Admiralty, made prepara- 
tions for the erection of a stately and picturesque building, 
from the designs of the late Mr. B. Ferry, two of the more 
conspicuous external features, of which, perhaps, may be said to 
be an attractive entrance, which has a hospitable look about it, 
and a charming terrace facing to the south, and looking 
over lawns and wooded slu|)es in the direction of the Royal 
Towers ol Windsor, and away in a direct line to where Wootton 
nestles among the Surrey hills. 

Wootton, the whilom abode of that extraordinary man, Johtt 
Evelyn, who, in addition to his great poHtical influence, was the 
celebrated writer on the dendrology of that period, and his 
Sjfkw will long remain as one of the most complete, though 
withal, one of the veiy driest treatises on that interestiQ; 
subject, and it is John Evelyn, above all others, who, had 
he been now alive^ would indeed have most tbocougbljr 
appreciated the Bubtrode of to-day with its sylvan scenefy* 
its fine forest timber, and its grand and gracefiil oraanieat>l 
trees, and pretty flowering shrubs. 

On another side of the mansion stands the old ivy-clad, 
square^ battlemented tower and its archway, beneath which an 
avenue of lime trees leads away through a woodland, carpetfifi 
in the Sfring time with purple orchises and with Milton's 
Yellow cowslip, and the pale primrose^" 
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up to a column, upon which stands a solid leaden vaae of 
heiakJic design, on the contour of which run the ltne»*^ 

"If by each Rose we see 

A Thorn there grows, 

Strive that no Thorn shall be 

Without its Rose." 
The ivy-clad tower, commonly known as the Pigeon Tower, 
above mentioned, is inhabited by a colony of doves, which are 
ever floating down on their crcam-vvhite wings, and sipping 
at the tazzas in the garden below them, and so reproducing 
to the life, as it were, the charming moihe of the beautiful 
old Roman mosak, luiom as " Pliny's DoveSi" or the "Doves 
at the Fountain/' a treasure of art discovered at the Villa 
of Hadrian, and now pieserved in the Museum on the 
Capitoline Hill, and which is the copy of a celebrated wi^ by 
Sosus of Peigamum, mentioned by Pliny, from which circum- 
stance it derives its name. 

In another part of the grounds stands the very beautiful 
Venetian Well Head, of early date, on the sides of which are 
two iindy sculptured shields, with armorial bearings upon 
them ; and on its base may be noticed the circular water cups^ 
cut out of the stone, for the birds to drink from, as was die 
custom at that period in Venice. This beautiful Well Head, 
which now restF so picturesquely placed in the pleasant Gardens 
of Bulstrode, came from the Palazzo Moro, situated on the 
Campe del Carmine, and built on the site of the traditional 
residence of Christoforo Moro, the presumed original of 
Shakespeare's Oi^ullo, in his Play of that name ; and on the 
facade of the Palazzo, looking over the Caral, is the statue of a 
Warrior of the 15th Century, which the Gondoliers are wont 
to call Otello. 

No account of Bulstrode could of course be considered 
as altogether complete without some desaiption and appre^ 
ciatkm of the many valuable works of art with which the 
bouse is overflowing. On the present occasion, however, it is 
not possible to enter upon so foscinating a subject, which may 
perhaps be reserved for some future opportunity. 

It would be impossible, however, to conclude this all too 
inadequate account of one of the finot, and most interesting, of 
the Historic Parks of Bnckinghamshircy without adding that it 
hat only been rendered posaibk by means of the aid and 
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information aflforded by the owner thereof, Lady Gwendolen 

Ramsden. The author wishes also to record his thank'i to 
Lady Gwendolen's daughter, now Mrs. Ford, for permission to 
reproduce her admirable photographs. 



SOME EAST KENT PARISH HISTORY. 
By Peter de Sandwich. 

[Contfaraed from voL ii, 351.] 

XXXL—SHELDWiCH. 

1 560. They have no Vicar. 

Margery, the wife of one Richard Terrye, is vehemently 
suspected of witchcraft— (Vol 1560-84, foL 41.) 

1 561. Our Vicar is not resident but at Selling. 

Their church is undecent ; and they have not their quarter 

sermons ; and Homilies arc not read. 

The heirs of George March hath two kine^ price &f. a piece. 
— (Vol, 1 561-2, fol. 129.) 

1562. The Vicar is not resident. He hath let the bam 
belonging to the vicarage fall down, and he hath carried away 
the timber. The vicarage is greatly decayed. The service is 
not done in due time. The church lacketh tyling and glazing. 
— (Vol. 1562-3.) 

1563. The vicar^ bam is fallen down. They have no 
sermons. — (Vol 1563-4.) 

1 567. Andrew Cooke sendeth not his children to learn the 
Catechism. Richard Harris and Thomas Moty for the like. — 
(VoL 1566-7.) 

1 569. Rectory — Impropriator, Christ Church, Canterbury. 
Vicarage, in the patronage of the same. 
Vicar >— Dom* Thomas Huton, who is married, resides there^ 

as 
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has one benefice^ and is hosfrftaUe as lar as he is abl^ not a 
pieadier, has no licence to pieach, not a graduate. 

Householders^ 38. Communicants, 13a (p. 33.) 

1572. We present unto your Worship that none of our 
parish have received the Communion since the Feast of Easter 
last past ; the cause is that our Vicar is thought to have some 
infection in his head or body, by reason of the strong breath 
and savor which proceedeth from him. Also that parishioners 
do not send their children nor servants to the Vicar to be 
instructed in the Catechism for the causes abovesaid. 

Pleaseth your Worship in God, because and for that it is 
against our mind and stomocke to receive and communicate 
with our Vicar; to call him before you and to take such order 
that our Vicar may provide one to communicate unto us, 
or else to suffer us to go to other parish churches adjoining-, 
or some other way, as your Worship shall think good, for 
God's love. — (Fol 37.) 

That I, Ridiard Armstrong, Vicar of Sheldwich, do present 
John Mason and John Harw(x>d, late Churchwardens, for keep- 
ing of vestments and copes, and the lack of a Communion 
cup; and for making of no account being Churchwardensi 
in going from their office. — (Vol. 1572-4, foL 43.) 

1575. We present that upon two Sundays since the last 
Visitation, Thomas Mason and Cyriak Mason, minstrels, for 
playing and maintaining of dancing contrary to the Queen's 
Injunction^ and having had knowledge that it is contrary 
to the law, use it in contempt of the same, insomuch that 
one of the dancers whose name our Vicar knoweth , hath said 
and wished the pox on them that find fault witii them that 
dance on the Sabbath-days. — (Vol. 1574-6^ fol. 139.) 

1580. We say that the manison-house [i>., vicarage] is 
greatly a decayed, and is to be looked to. — (Vol. 1577-84, 
fol. 40.) 

Also see under Badle^imere in vol. vii, p. 212, 

1 581. In the second artkle we present these thmgs follow- 
ing as not sufficient: — ^The Book of Common Prayer with 
tiie new Calendar, the Communion tables mn4 also a fair Itnen 
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cloth to lay upon the same at Communion tline* Also m 
comely pulpit oonlrenkiitly placed.— (Fol 55.) 

I $85, Our church is in some things fallen to decay through 
such tempests as have happened this winter. Our churchyard 
walls be not repaired.-^Vol I577-S4» fol. 109.) 

1 590. Mr. Michael Sondes for not repairing the north 
chancel of our church which he ought to do. 

Mr. William Lewknor for not repairing the south chancel of 
our church. 

The vicarage house is in decay. — Vol. 1584-91, foL 173.) 

1606. We have a bell not sound. Our churchyard is not 
lawfully fenced with walls, rails, or pales ; and also is much 
overgrown with bushes. — (Fol. 6.) 

1607. We present these persons following being lawfully 
cessed with the several sums following, towards the necessaiy 
reparations of the parish churdi, and the bells thero^ Ibr that 
they refuse to pay the same: — ^William Hammon, fU, M 

(On 15 July, 1608, when Hammon appeared at the Court, he 
alleged : — ^That he hath not, nor had at the time of the making 
of the aforesaid Cess, any lands or goods mthtn the pnrish. — 
(Fol. 97.) 

George Belke, Ss. M; Thomas Southwell, 6s. John 
Scott, 6f.— (Fol. 98.) 

1608. That our chancel and vicarage house lacketh re- 
pairing. 

On 14 November, when William Cowell, the Vicar, appeared 
in the Court, he confessed that part of his vicarage-house was 
by casualty of late burnt with tire. — (VoL 1606-10, fol. 134.) 

161 1. We say that our churchyard is overgrown with 
buiiheb. — (Fol. 45.) 

161S. Riduttd Harris far that he hath and keepeth in 
his hand 6¥e ewes or mother sheep which were given anciently 
to us for the use of the parish church, which ewes were 
deUvered unto him to pay for the profit of tliem towards the 
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church two shillings yeufy, for which profit the siid Richard 
Harris is behind eight yean last past, for the withholding of 
wludh sheep and pr^ we present hiok^FoL i82») 

1616. We have ail tliif^ except the flaggon we want 
for the Communion wine ; and also we have not the Table 
of the Decrees wherein by law we are prohibited to marry. — 
(VoL 1610-17, fol 233.) 

XXXII.-^TALLISFIELD. 

1560. They have neither Parson, Vicar, nor Curate. 

That the Lords Prayer, the Belief, and the Ten Command- 
ments are not taught on Holy -days, because our service is said 
every second Sunday. Our chancel is much in decay. Our 
church is also in decay. They lack the Paraphrase. — 
(Vol. 1560-84, fol. 48.) 

1 561. They lack the Paraphrase for lack of tlie Parson's 
money* 

The Catechism is not taught 

The dianoel is unglazed between one Mr. May of Canterbuiy 
and Mr. Parkhurst 
That John Balkain being in danger of death sent for the 

Parson of Otterden, having no minister, who came to him 
promising to minister unto the same John, but disappointed 
him so that he died without such comfort. 

Their service is not done sometimes in three or four Sundays 
together. 

John Dray son hath been \ong absent from his parish church. 

Those whose names do follow did rip (sic) wheat upon 
the Sundays in Harvest, and came not to the service, and 
William Croft shewing the curate thereof, said that it was 
lawful for them to do good works on the Sabbath days, viz., 
Thomas Geoffrey, John Seffery, Richard Saffery. 

Our Vicar is not resident~--(Vol 1561-2, fols. 126-8.) 

1 562. The Vicar is not resident, neither keepeth any iiuspi- 
tality with us. 

The Vicar keepeth not die R^slster Beak bgr ream he is 
not as afore. 

Si 
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The chancr! is in decay for lack of glazing. 
John Bucke hath one cow belonging to the church. 
John Harrison hath one cow and seven ewes belonging to 
the church. 

Thomas Elwyn hath one cow belonging to the church. 

Agnes, wife of Ralph Milgate, daughter of the executrix 
of Richard Gcffry, hath 50J. in stock belonging to Liie church, 
viz., three kine 40f., and five ewes ioj. 

There is in the hands of John Dreyson 13^. 4^/. belonging 
to the church. 

They lack the Paraphrase for lack of the parson's portkxi 
towards the buying of it, which portion the vicar, Sir John 
Abbey, hath reoetml of Mr, Parkhurst the farmer, and since 
the receipt thereof he preached openly In the pulpit that 
the churchwardens and sidesmen were presented for lack of 
the Book.— (Vol 1562-3.) 

1563. They have no quarter sermons, but the Homilies 

read accordingly. 

They lack a Paraphrase, and Mr. Parkhurst who hath the 
parsonnrre in farm, hath paid his part towards the buying 
thereof to the vicar, and it cannot be gotten of him. 

The chancel windows are broken, Mr, May having the 
parsonage in his hands. — ( VoL 1 563-4.) 

1566. There is a boy of ten years oi age being (as it is 
said) the son of John Mercer who died in the same parish, 
the administration uf whose goods he committed to Avery 
Giles and William Crofte, who regardeth not the same chili 
but letteth him roam without any help of the same goods, 
and now is like to perish. 

We lack the Paraphrase in the default of the Vicar, who bath 
the parson's part in his hands and will not disburse the same. 

The chancel windows lacketh repairing in glazing.— 
(Vol. 1566-7.) 

1 568. Our church and steeple lack reparations, by means 
that those whose names ensue do with-hokl certain stock or 
duties belonging to our church : — 

I. John Dreyson hath in his hands 24s. which is a stock 
belonging to our churchy and hath had it these six or seven 
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years, and will neither deliver the stock nor pay farm for it. 
2. John Harrison has six ewes. — (Vol. 1 567-69.) 

156^ Abp. Parker's visitation. See Vol. vi, p. 31. 

1 569. Rectory — Impropriator, the Abp, of Canterbury. 
Vicarage, in patronage of the same. 

Vicar: — Dom. John Abbye, he is married, does not live 
diere, has also the Rectory of Otterden in the same Deanery^ 
not a preacher or licensed to preach, not a graduate. 

Householders, 39. Communicants, 61. 

1572. Our chancel is not sufficiently repaired, but is in 

decav. 

John Wyse, late Churchwarden, for taking out of our church 
when he was churchwarden a Communion table, the which 
he hath not restored to the church again, being of him once 
or twice lawfully demanded. — (Fol. 34.) 

John Drayson, for that he will pay us no clerk's wages, 
and is behind for four years and mure, as our clerk saith.— 
(Vol. 1572-4, fol. 36.) 

1580. See under Badlesmere in vol. vii, p. 212. 

1583. Heniy Wilson, in the time of divine service one 
Sunday, did keep disorderly dandi^ in his house, both to the 
aUuring of divers ill-disposed persons thereunto, and also to 
the offence of honest persons. 

William Crofte is a notable malicious, contentious, and un- 
charitable person, seeking always by unlawful means the unjust 
vexation of his neighbours. 

Also that he stubbornly refuseth, upon a mischevious 
stomach only, without any lawful cause, to pay the clerk his 
wages. 

That violently he took away the key of their belfry door, 
where divers of the church goods lieth, from the clerk of their 
parish, with-holding still the same as he saith in despite of the 
Churchwardens, but to what evil or ungodly intent they know 
not. — (Vol. 1577-84.) 

1584. William Crofte and his son Henry for with-holding 
VOL. X. 33 D 
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certain cess mon^ which they ought to pay as others there^ 

due towards the casting of a bell for our church, viz: — 
William Croft did agree to pay for himself iSx., and 6s, for 
his son,— <VoL 1577-B4.) 

1590. Thomas Jeffray with-holdeth 18^. which he was 
cessed at to jiay tn the reparation of the church, being often 
required to pay the same.~(VoL 15S4-91, fol. 174.) 

1603. We, the Churchwardens and Sidesmen, present our 
church, chancel, and churchyard, not to be at this time so 
sufficiently repaired and fenced as tiicy ought to be, and as we 
propose to have the same shortly repaired. — (Fol. 71.) 

We present for negligent coming to then parish church — 
Thomas White, Stephen Biggs, John Randall, and James 
Elmstone, now gone hence to Leveiand. — (FoL 72.) 

Thomas Devison, Eleonour Harris, Francis Jobi, and Joan 
Barriiam, that have been heretofore presented, and do stand 
excommunicate for their several enormities.— ^VoL 1601-6, 
fol. 74.) 

{To be continued.] 



THE RED HOUSE, BATTERSEA. 
By J. HoLDEN MacMichabl. 

LONG before President Rooseveldt set himself the un- 
enviable task of reforminc^ the orthography of the 
English language, it wa.s the custom (by no means, 
however, exclusively among the ignobile vul^-us), to 
speak, if not to write it, according to phonetic convenience. 
And we may be quite sure that the rabble-rout that flocked 
to Battersea Fields for the sake of the rough amusements 
which thq^ afforded, never dreamt of speaking of the Red 
House, as we find indeed in Sketches by Bos, in any other 
way than as the "Red'us," just as back'us of old stood for 
back-house, ale'us for ale-house^ and as vulgarly to-day the 
work-house is known as the work'us. 

34 
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THE RED HOUSE, BATTERSEA, 

This Red House* was a famous place of entert^nment» 
situated about 200 yards from the river bank, about 500 /ards 
below the spot where the suspension bridge crosses the Thames, 
and nearly opposite to Chelsea Hospital and Ranelagh. Like 
all the public pleasure resorts of those days — the White 
Conduit House, Cuper*s Gardens, Vauxhall, Ranelagh, and, 
later, Cremorne— the Red House afforded admirable oppor- 
tunities for innocent recreation ; but owing to inadequate over- 
sight they invariably became abandoned to the vicious part of 
the community, and perhaps no part of London's outskirts, 
ban-ing the Five Fields, and, earlier, St. James's Fair in its 
worst days, to say nothing of Mayfair, afforded such a scene of 
unmitigated blackguardism and prulligacy as Battersea Fields. 
I reniember the ticidi>, luo, close to Cremorne, where hundreds 
of working lads assembled on Sunday with nothing better to do 
than to toss and gamble. The usual thing seemed to be 
"heads and tails»" for coins might be observed eveiywhere 
jpinning in the air, a game of chance undoubtedly alluded to 
in Macrobius — ^*'Cum pueri denarios in sublime jactantes, 
tf^ta out navia, lusu teste vetustatis exdamant"* Many 
hundreds of these lads, mostly of the hooligan type, were eveiy 
Sunday assembled here in one large field, the site of which is 
now occupied, I think, by St. John's Churcb^and the streets 
to the south of the World's End" public-house, built at a 
time, when this part was still the western end of the London 
world. 

It was into the marsh lands of Battersea that the Britains 
are thought to have retreated before Caesar. Sir Richard 
Phillips more than once surveyed the ford at Battersea where 
he, with good reason, assumes that the Romans crossed in their 
invasion of this country. In his time this ford from the Red 
House to the bank near the site of Ranelagh still remained. 
At ordinary low water, a shoal of gravel, not three feet deep, 
and broad enough for ten men to walk abreast, extended across 
the river, except on the Surrey side, where it Aad been deepened 
fy raising ballast Indeed, the causeway from the south bank 

' The Red House is said to have formed a very picturesque and pleasing 
object on the bank, and has been often painted and sketched by artists. 
There is a ver>' striking illustration of it in London-on-Thames in Bygone 
Days^ by G. H. Birch, F.S.A., Curator of Sir John Soane's Museum. This 
is from an oil painting in the collection of the late Mr. Gardner. 

^Sa/umaUa Qmvima^ lib. if c. 7« quoted in Brand's AnHquitiet, 
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was even then (1820) traceable at low water*. This examina- 
tion was no doubt suggested by Maitland's explorations. 
Maitland discovered that the greatest marshes on die Sumy 
and Kent side, before the embanking of the Thames, reached 
from Wandsworth to Woolwich. Then sounding the river, at 
several neap-tides, from Wandsworth to London Bridge, he 
discovered a ford (i8th Sept, 1732), about 90 it. west of the 
south-west angle of Chelsea College Garden. Here the channel 
in a right-line from north-east to south-west was no more than 
4 ft. 7 ins. deep, where the day before, when the wind blew 
hard from the west, Maitland's waterman assured him that 
the water was above a foot lower. It was probable, therefore, 
at such tides, before the river's course was obstructed by either 
banks or bridge, that it was considerably shallower. But 
notwithstanding, what is alleged by Camden in favour of 
Cowey Stakes as the site of the crossing, where the water is 
not only deeper than by the Red House, but also on account of 
the existence of many other shallower crossings between the 
places mentioned, Maitland appears to be justified in assuming 
that here the Rubiocm was passed which sealed the conquest of 
Britain. Certainly the legionaries of Rome are hardly likely 
to have gone far out of the course that the crow flies in their 
advance on London". 

During the laying of the foundations of Chelsea Bridge in 
1856, a number of skulls of two distinct types came to light, 
together with a series of iron and bronze weapons, the former 
being certainly Roman, and the latter, undoubtedly Celtic.3 
The sole of the particular form of shoe^ the caliga^ worn by the 
Roman soldier was also found. 

A remnant of the d\'kes which intersected these fields will, 1 
think, be seen near Putney to the north-enst of Barn Elms. 
The paths leading; to the Red House were rather intricate, 
owing to the number of reed-^rown pools which met the p>edes- 
trian at every point ; but the said palhi. were well covered by a 
thick coating of " slag " by the then proprietor of the Red 
House. Upon the occasion of a notable pigeon-shouting 

*A Morning's Walk from London to Kew^ by Sir Richard Phillips 

1820, p. 35. 

'Maitland's London^ 1761, p. 8. 

3 Mr G. L. Gomme in the Guide to Battersea Parky prepared by him 
in his capacity cf Clak to the London County Council in 1904. 
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match, the unemployed from Wandsworth, Battersea, Chelsea, 
Westminster, and other neighbouring tovhis would spend the 
day in " scouting," and bringing down those pigeons which the 
marksmen in the wooden enclosure failed to grass in the 
contests. 

While the more leisured classes came to the Red House not 
only for pigeon-shooting but, before that, to drink asses' miik» 
and later, to witness rowing matches, all around was a pande- 
monium of gambling, swearing, shooting for nuts, pricking 

the belt or garter, thimble-rig, dicing, card-playing, boxing, dog- 
fights, skittles, and "cocking," and the "lords of misrule" were 
the owners of the low taverns surrounding the " hclils " 

In the accompanying rare and curious print of the Red House 
a more peaceful scene is presented. The place was in 1768 
kept by IMary Heidegger, the stout " party " who, with her left 
arm over the ass's neck, is, with her right, handing to her 
patrons noggins of nourish ini; asses' milk, probably known 
tiien, as now, for the wonderfully revivifymg results produced 
in certain forms of pulmonary complaints and other debilitating 
diseases. Mother Heidegger appears to have been either the 
widow or a relative of the famous aHnUr iUgantiarum of the 
time of Geofge H, who died in 1749.^ At all events it is 
remarkable that Bam Elms, dose by, was tenanted in that 
king's reign, by this master of the reveb, and it was while 
living so near Battersea tiiat it was notified to Heidegger how 
it was the King's intention to sup with him one evening. But 
the monarch was, to all appearances, received in a manner 
which betrayed great inattention to his accommodation. How- 
ever, after he had been suffered to vent a little of his ill- 
humour, the house and avenues were suddenly illuminated by a 
great number of lamps, so disposed ns to cnmmunicate with 
each other. History adds " that his Majcst) l;ujL;hed heartily 
at the device, and went away much pleased with his enter- 
tainment."* 

It was to a milch-ass probably kept for Mother Heide^sfer's 
purpose or by her predecessor at the Red House, that the 

'There are two or three portraits of him in tlie Cottections of the 

Corporation of London. Wheatlcy, in his London Past and Present^ says 
thnt Heideg^g^er left his house in the north-west comer of Queen's Square 
to Jiis only daughter^ the wife of Admiral Sir Fclcr Denis. 
* James Dugdalc^s BriHA TnmUir. 
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ibllowing paragraph relatesi twelve 3^ears before the date of the 

scene depicted in the print : 

" On Saturday last, a boy playing tricks with a vicious ass in 
Batersea Field, had one of his Fingers bit off, an Arm broke, and 
his Bdly miserably bit and torn. He was carried to the Westminster 
Infirmary/ but bis Life is despaiz'd oC" * 

In the same year that the foregoing paragraph occurs was 
published : 

" A Treatise of the Extraordinary Virtues and Effects of Asses 
Milk, in the Cure of various Diseases, particularly the Gout, Scun y, 
and Nervous Disorders ; and of its peculiar nourishing and restora- 
tive Qualities in all Consumptive Disorders, and even the Decay of 
Old Age. By Frederick Hoffman, M.D., Principal Physician to 
his present Majesty the King of Prussia, Printed for J. Whistoa 
and B. White in Fleet Street" ^ 

But the rural charms of the scenery near thn Red House 
were noticeable before the present I jattersen Pnrk was laid out 
so beautifully. They must have been familiar to the poet 
Cowley, whe> sought retirement here from the weariness of city 
life bef< re he went to Barn Elms, and William Curtis, the 
beauty and botanical accuracy nf whose plates in his laborious 
Flora Londinensis are well known, probably often wandered 
in ihe neighbourhood of the Red House in quest of Baltcisea's 
^ra and fanna^ for he lived for some time at Lambeth, and was 
buried in Battersea Church in 1799, where the lines inscribed 
on his tomb are as follows : 

"While living herbs shall spring profusely wild, 

Or garden cherish all that's sweet and gay, 
So long thy works shall please, dear Nature's child, 

So long thy memory suffer no decay." 

'Westminster General Infirmary was in 1803 in James Street, Westmin- 
ster, where it appears to have been founded in 1719. (See Pictmt cj 

London, 1803, p. 366.) 

• Whitehall Evening Post, Oct 5, 1756. 

• WkiitkaU Eveiting Post, Jan. 13, 1756. In the year 1836, a M. E. 
Pdigot laid some interesting experiments before die French Academy of 
Sdences concerning asses' milk. He was of opinion that the large quantity 
of sugar contained in this milk gives it the medical properties for which 
it is i^brated ; and he calculated that 100 parts of assess milk will cod- 
tain : — Solid substance, 9.53 ; butter, 1.29; sugar, 6.29; caseum, 1.95 ; 
water, 90.47. After tnini:: various modes of nourishment, he found that 
beet-root made the niilk richer in solid substance than any oihcr food ; 
after this a mixture of lucerne and oats, then potatoes, and lastly carrots. 
M. P^Ugot also spcca e ddd in impregnating the milk with miaeral ml^ 
stances or alkalis. VUi Atkmmmh Dec 17. 1836^ 
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A writer recalls an autumn scene, near the Red House, in 
which, from Weirotter's etching^s and other prints, he saw a 
resemblance to a view in the Low Countries. Here was seated 
a Flemish broom-girl who went about the country with her 
street-cry, *' Buy a broom." Her brooms are on her lap, and 
with the Red House before her, immediately behind was an 
old windmill, with some low buildings among willows, on the 
bank of the Thames thrown up to keep the river from over- 
flowing a iiiarchy flat. And sooth to say the greater part 
of the surrounding land could be described in no other way 
than as that of ''marshland/' in many parts being one of 
the darkest and dreariest spots at a time when the Red House 
had reached that depth of moral decay, generally spoken of in 
connexion with such places, as being ''notorious." It was near 
the Red House at this delapidated period of its histoiy that 
the Duke of Wellington's "affair of honour" with the Earl 
of Wincfaelsea happened. The young Earl, one of the leaders 
of the anti-Catholic party, had published a violent attack 
on the Duke's personal character. The Duke in vain en- 
deavoured to induce his assailant to retract his charges, with 
the result that he had to send him a challenge. Lord 
Winchelsea, after the Duke's bullet had missed its billet, 
tendered an apology. The duel was foni^ht on March 21, 1829. 

Considering that asses* milk is retailed even to day ?it 31. 
a pint, the drinking of it habitually must have run the exjx^ nses 
of pigeon-shooting very' close as a luxury of the wealthy, 
for two pints every twenty-four hours, it will be seen, worked 
out at £^ 2s. a week, and at the Red House shooting matches 
pigeons were sold to be shot at, at i ^s. the dozen, starlings at 
4J., and sparrows at 2s. The general distance was from 
21 to 40 yards. At 21 yards a first-rate shot would back him- 
self to kill 19 out of 21 pigeons.' All the crack shots around 
London assembled here, including Captain Horatio Ross, 
against whom "no one had a chance at pigeons," as Ross him- 
self narrates that he was told hy Lord de Ros on a certain 
occasion which led to another partridge-shooting contest of 
considerable sporting interest. That true sportsman and 
gentleman, the late Sir John Astley, had only visited the 
Red House a few times, but it was here in his day that all 
the best shooters of the time used to ** tiy their prowess at the 

« Camungiuuiifft XiMirfM 
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trapped Uue rock, and where the shooting principally consisted 
of matches at a certain number of birds for laige bets.*' Sir 
John, in his delightfully frank narrative then, has an interesting 
note that when the Old Red House was done away with, 
and its site became part of Battersea Park, the venue of those 
devoted to a form of sport which requires much " nerve and 
quickness of asm," shooting pigeons from the trapX was 
dianged to Homsey Wood, and there the principal attraction 
became laige sweepstakes, and the good, moderate, and bad 
shots were supposed to be all brought to a level by the astute 
handicapping of old Frank Heathcote (a near relative of the 
squire of that ilk), &c.' 

In iJ?25 one Swaine, "whose f^entn'ne goodness as a host 
is proverbial," .seems to ha\e been one of Mary Heidegger's 
worthy successors as lanrllord, and it appears to have been 
diiriniT his tenancy of the Red House that the first great 
amateur boat-race took place in 1825, in which Major Knox 
Holmes, then a young man, rowed second. 

On August 18, 1825, Kcan, the actor, gave a prize wherry, 
to be competed for by seven pair of oars. The first heat 
was from Westminster Bridge, round a boat moored near Lawn 
Cottage, and down to the Red House. The first three boats 
only of this heat started for the second heat, which was 
from buoys, off the Red House, rowing through Vauxhall 
Bridge, and returning up the Surrey shore, round a boat 
moored near Lawn Cottage, and back to the prize wherry, 
off the Red House. The tragedian himself fired the pistol 
as a starting signal. 

At the end of the forties an enterprising builder erected 
a large public-house on the bank — " The British Flag '* — where 
during the week, and especially on Saturdays and Sundays, 
an extensive trade 'Aas carried on in refreshments for the 
inner man. The stor\ of Battersea Fields in the forties is well 
told by one well acc|uainted with their notoriet)' in Country 
Life, May 5, 1906. In the course of some enquiries in the 
neighbourhood of the south -cast angle of the present park, 
the landlord of a little ale-house near the Rosar>' Gate end 
of the Prince of Wales Road, informed vwc llial the landlady of 
the Queen's Arms in New Road close by possessed a picture of 

• Fifty Years oj My UJe in th£ World of Sport at Home and Abroad^ by 
Sir John Dugdale Astley, Bart ("The Mate")> i895» P- 218. 
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the Old Red House. Thither I repaired, to find another and 
similar little ale-house whose owner, Mrs. Riley by name, 
probably remembers more of the old Battersca Fields than 
anyone else in the neighbourhood, for she had been living 
■on that spot for no less than fifty years, and possesses, as I 
found, a ver}^ interesting water-colour painting of the Old Red 
House on the banks of the Thames, of which she is rightly 
proud. 

In 1846 an Act was passed empowering the formation o! 
a park on the land known as Battersea 1 ields, and in 1851 
another to alter and extend the powers of the Commissioners. 
In 1850 the Old Red HousCp which had become the head- 
quarters of the Gun Club, was purchased for some £1 ifloo by 
the Government, and demolished, the Metropolitan Board ot 
Works taking the Fields In hand for the formation of the park 
whose beauties yearly increase, to adorn the banks of that 
noble if muddy stream — 

Large, gentle^ deep, majc tic, king of floods I — 
THE THAMES. 



STAR CHAMBER CASES, No. V. 

STAUNTON V. SHUCKBOROUGH and others. 

Easter Term, 8 Heniy VH, 1493. 

{ Star Chamber Proceedings^ Henry VII, No. ^p.) 

To the Kyng oure Sovereigne Lord. 

IN most humble wise besechen your Highnes your true and 
feithfuU subgettes, Thomas Staunton and Clemens his wif, 
late the wif of John Shukburgfa, doughter and heire of 
John Home, That where the seid Clement [sic] and the 
seid Shukburgh, late her husbond, in her right during the 
coverture betwene them, pecibly hadde and occupied the 
Maner of Reede, in your Countie of Hertf, and diverse other 
londes and tenementes in the same Countie, descended to 
her from her seid Fader ; and after the decesse of her seid late 
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husbonde, of her lovynd mynde [she] toke imto her in to [ 
the dvvellyng place of her seid Maner, Thomas SliukburL^h, son 
of her and of her seid late husbond, his wif and lij of his 
children, and all them kept at her owne cost and charge; and 
forsonioche as she hadde diverse besynes to do at London, of 
grete trust and confidens left her seid son with his wif and 
children in her seid dwellyng place, all her stuffe of housold 
in effect there to kepe till she come agayne. And, gratiouse 
Sovercigiie Lord, so it is that forsomoche as she and the 
seid Thomas Staunton, your Oratour, entermaried togcdcr 
at London, contrarie to the will and mynde of the sdd 
Shukburgh, the same Shukburgh of his malidouse mynde and 
disposidon gate unto hym in to the seid place, one Will" 
Ansty and one Will"* Mannyngham, son of John 
Mannyngham, Kn3rght, wilde and rioutouse persons, as is 
openly knowen ; and there they openly shewed that if your 
seid Orato^ come theder, it shulde cost hym his lif, and that 
nouther of yo^ seid Orators shulde have nouther lend ne goodes 
there ; and suche force and myght they kept the seid place, 
the goodes theryn. And yo^ seid Orato*^ havyng knowlege 
of ther malicious myndes, entendyng to eschewe his jeopardye 
and to do nothyng that shulde be to the contrarie of yo"" lawes, 
sent yo*^ seid Oratrice iij servauntes unto her seid place, and 
at her commyng^ theder she founde there the seid rioutous 
persons. Nevertheles, they sufferd her to comme inne. And, 
graciouse Sovereigne Lord, so it is that forasmoche as the seid 
Shukburgh and Ansty made assaute uppon a servaunte of your 
seid Orator's, a litell from Ware, in the Tluiis(j.iy in the Ester 
Weke last past, and for suche manasses and llirctenynges as he 
gaf unto your seid Orato*", the seid Shukburgh was by the 
officers of the same Towne of Ware laufuUy arested to have 
founden suertie to kepc yo' peace and to do further as shulde 
acoorde w* your lawes. Nevertheles, the same Shukburgh, by 
the helpe and assistens of the seid Ansty, John Haggar, 
and other rioutouse persons^ was rescued and so departed, and 
the seid Ansty w^ other riotouse persons, aboute Hj of the Clok 
in the nyght ensuyng, comme to the sdd places yo^ Orato^ then 
heyng absent, and assauted the same place^ and put yo** seid 
Oratrice an grete feere and drede of her lif, and openly sdd that 
if they myght comme inne they wolde slee as many as they 
coude fyndc there ; and by cause they coude not opteyne ther 
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myschevouse p^pose at that season, they dally threte and 
manasse yo^ seid Oratour to comme agayne and execute ther 
sdd malicious mynde, to the grete feere and diede of your seid 
Oiato^s, and to ther utter undoyng onles yo^ speciall g*ce be 
shewed to them in this behalf. Piece it yo^ Highnes, the 
premisses g^ciously considered, to send for the sdd rioutouse 
persons by a serjaunt of armes, or otherwise as shall piece yo<^ 
Highnes, to answere to the premisses, and to take further 
direccion theryn as shall accorde right and consciens. And 
this in the reverence of Almyghty God ; and yo*" seid Orato'"s 
shall contyiiuall) p^>' for the preservacion of yo^ noble and 
royall ast.ite long to endure. 

Letters issued on the 8th day of April, 8 Henry VII, for 
them to ap{>ear at Westmmster on the month of Easter then 
next, under a penalty of £200 each. — [ Translation.'] 

This is th'answer of W'illiam Ansty and Thomas Shukburgh 
to the Bill of 1 iiomas Stainton [sic] and Clemens his wyffe. 

The same William Ansty and Thomas Shukburgh sayn that 
the seid Bill is insufficyent to putt them to answer unto, and 
all the mater therin contqmed is clerely determynable by the 
Comyn Lawe and not by this Courte^ whereof they p^ 
alowans; and th'avauntage therof to them savyd, they sajm 
tiiat as to all manassys, thretes, ryots and other mysbehavynges, 
surmysed by the seid Bill, thei am in no wyse gylty of them, 
ner of none of them. And avyr that thei sayn that the seid 
maner and other landes and tenementes, specifi ed in the seid 
Bill, of right belonge unto the seid Thomas Shukburgh, and not 
to the said Clemens. W^out that the seid Thomas Shukburgh, 
was lawfully rested by th'offycers of the seid town of Ware, 
to have found suerte for the Peas, or that at the tyme of the seid 
surmysed rescous eny warant for the peas was directed to eny 
officers of the seid town, or to eny other person, to arrest the 
same Thomas for the peas, or eny warant was to hym shewid 
or spokyn of at the same tyme. A lie which maters the seid 
William and Thum.is ben redy to averr and prove as this 
Courte will award ; and p'^ie to be dismissed out of the seid 
Courte w^ ther resonablc costes for ther wrongfuU trouble and 
vexacion in this behalve. 

Tlie Repllcadon of Thomas Staunton and Clemens his wif to 
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th'answere of William Aristy and Thomas Shukburgh. 

The seid Thomas and Clemens seyn that ther seid Bill is 
sufficient and true in ever>' poynt, and the mater conteyned 
theryn is determinable before yo'' Highnes and the Lordes of 
yo'^ most honorable and discrete Counsell ; and seyn that the 
seid William Ansty and Thomas Shukburgh be gylty of all the 
manasses, thretes, riottes and other mysdemeanynges conteyned 
in the seid Bill of Compleynt And over that seyn that the 
3uertie of peace, wheruppon the seid Shukburgh was arcsted 
and afterward rescues made^ as is conte3med in the seid Bill, 
was axed and taken before the same areste the same day before 
Humfrey Conyngesby, one of yo^ Justices of ycF Peace in yt/ 
seid Counties then sit^g in the Court of the right honorable 
Princesse, my Lady yo<^ Moder, in the seid Towne of War^ 
there kepyng a laweday. And thenippon the seid Ansty 
before the seid areste hadde knowlegge therof, and com me to 
the seid Humfrey to the seid Court, and in the presence of 
Richard Lynne, Squyer, and a grete company of the most 
honest and discrete persons nf the same towne, desired the seid 
Humfrey to shewc h\ in whether suertie for the peace w ere 
asked ayenst the seid Shukburgh or nay, and seid that the same 
Shukburgh was in his house, and if any suertie of peace were 
asked ayenst hym, he shuld noon [none] fynde ; for he seid 
that no man shulde arrest hym but it shuldc be to his grete 
jeopardie. And theruppon the seid Humfrey shewed there 
openly to the seid Ansty that he was to blame to have any 
suche langauge, and advised hym to refourme hymseif therin, 
and also to advyse the sdd Shukburgh to doo the same ; and 
if they wolde not so doo, the seid Humfrey seid he cowde not 
ne durst not any lesse doo then to cause suertie to be founden 
or the sdd Shukburgh past the towne^ accordyng to the lawe. 
And theruppon the seid Ansty, entendyng by subtiltte and 
fsyned wordes to delyver the seid Shukburgh out of the seki 
towne without any suertie to be founden, promised to the seid 
Humfrey on his feith that he wolde goo and bryng the seid 
Shukburgh w* hym ayen [again] to fynde suertie for the peace; 
and so departed. And forasmoche as it was there openly seid 
that the seid An-^ty wolde not spare to breke his othe and 
promise, and that bothe he and the seid Shukburgh wolde 
contynue in ther rioutouse demt:an} ng€.s, and hke to execute 
ther maliciouse mynde onles than it were then refourmed by the 
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sdd Humfrey, the seid Richard Lynne, by sufficient warant to 
hym and other directe by the said Humfrey, caused the seid 
Shukburgh to be arrested to fynde suertie accordyng to yoT 
lawe. And theruppon the seid Shukburgh drew his swenie^ 
and strake at one Nicholas, servaunt to the seid Richard Lynne. 
And after that the seid Shukburgh by the m canes of the seid 
Ansty and John Haggar, named in the seid Bill, was conveyde 
into the house of one Thomas Bircbe, at the seid townes ende. 
And there the same Shukburgh and Ansty, by the meanes of 
the seid Hagger, toke a chamber and kept it force, openly 
seyng that no man shulde commc nt them hut it shuide cost 
hym his h'f, rather then to cause them to h iidc suertie for the 
peace. And tiiere they so taried and abode, till that they, by the 
meanes of the seid John Hagger which hadde the seid 
Shukburi]fh in his kepyng before he and the seid Ansty 
were convcv de into the seid chamber, and also was com- 
maunded by the seid Ilurnfrey in yo*" name, graciouse 
Sovereigne Lord, to sec them kept till tliey hadde founde 
suertie to kepe your peace, were delyvered at ther large, no 
suertie by them founden. And theruppon, the same neight 
fobwyng, the seid Ansty and Shukburgh, ther seid rioutouse 
companye, about iij of the dokke after midnyght, comme to 
the seid mansion place of yo'seid Orators, and there committed 
the seid riot, in suche fourme as is conteyned in the said Bill of 
Compleynt Without that that the sdd Maner and other 
kmdes and tenementes .... or any parcell of them belonge 
to the seid Thomas Shukburgh, as is surmitted by the seid 
Answere. All which maters they ben redy to prove as this 
Court will award, and prayen that the seid Ansty and 
Shukburgh may have condigne punysshement for ther seid 
riottes and offences, and also recompence your seid Orato''s for 
the same trespaces and oifences to them doon, according to 
equite, right and consciens, etc 

NOTES. 

The parish of Reed is in the Hundred of Odscy, Hertfordshire ; it 
contains two manors, one known as the manor of Queenbury, and the other 
as the manor of Chatters or Chamberleyns. It was diis latter manor which 
belonged to John Home. He also owned the advowson of the church of 
Reed and the manor of Buckland. As John Home a/ias Littlebury, he 
presented three Rectors to Reed between 1474 and 1477. He died in 
1478, leaving by his wife Catherine, daughter of John Tyringham of Budcs, 
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dementia, his dauj^hter and heir, the plaintiff in this case. A son, 
WiUiam, died m the lifetime of his father. Thomas "Shukleborough" and 
ClemenLia hia wife presented Lo Keed Rectory in 1479, and John 
'* Shuldeboroug^h " m t $ 1 3. 

The family qoarrel here recorded seems to have been amicably settled. 
In Hilary Term, 1495, * ^ine was levied of the manor of Chamberlayns in 
Reed, the advowson of the church of Reed, and lands and rent in Reed, 
West Reed, and Bazkway, in which the deforciants were Thomas StaimloiH 
Esq., Clemence his wife, and Thomas Shukboroogh. — (Jferts Gtmeethgiti, 
vol. i, p. 4-) 

Tht- Km^'s motlier \'i as, of course, Margaret Beaufort, daughter of John, 
Duke of bumeibcL, and widow of Edmund Tudor. She is the Lady 
Margaret," well known as a pious benefector both at Oxford and Cambridge^ 
the patron of Caxton and Wynkyn de Worde. She died in 1509. The 
manor of Ware had been granted to her for life by her son, Henry VII, 00 
March 22nd, 1487. 



GROOMBRIDGE, KENT. 

By Augustine J. Pulling, M,A., Rector of Ashurst. 

TO travellers on the Brighton and South Coast Railway, 
Groombridge is best known as a junction of some 
importance, where the line from London to Tunbridge 
Wells is joined by branches to Brighton, Eastbourne, 
and other places on the system. The station stands in Sussex, 
and round it has sprung up a village of a very ordinary kind, 
which possesses no features of interest. 

However, on leaving the station and proceeding for a short 
distance in a northerly direction, the little stream is crossed 
which dn ides the counties of Sussex and Kent, and the old 
village of this latter county is reached. It is quite an ideal 
spot, and has a charming old-world aspect about it. One 
seems to be transported back into the seventeenth century, 
rather than to be living in the twentieth, and the little place on 
the steep hill side, with its cluster of cottages round the village 
green» has lost none of its picturesque beauty, and has passed 
unscathed through all the perils of modem improvement and 
innovation. The village belongs to the Misses Saint; of 
Groombridge Place^ who are model landowners and possessors 
of ancient property. These ladies administer their gentle rule 
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with an affectionate and soUcitious regard for the wdfaie ot 
their tenants^ and for the beauty and interest that attaches to 
the valuable inheritance that has been bequeathed to them. 

On the higher side of the green idie cottages form a 
delightful group in their irregularity and quaintness. In front 
of them is a paving of stone, and beyond this, on the grass, 
stands a row of pollarded lime trees^ which have a fantastic 
appearance, especially in the winter, when the trees are 
leafless. 

The entrance to Groombridgc Place is on the rif^ht as 
one enters the village from Sussex. An avenue of lime trees 
leads up to the house, with a lake on one side of the drive, and 
the church, with its beautifully-kept churchyard showing 
through the trees on the other. At the end of the avenue it is 
seen tlicit the house is surrounded by a moat, and a bridge 
across it leads to the broad gravel space in hunt of the 
mansion. 

A house has stood on this spot for a long period of years^ 
hut the present edifice dates from the middle of the seventeenth 
century. The property was then in the possession of the 
Packer family. John Packer built the present church or 
cbapel, as we shall see later on. 

I am indebted for a good deal that follows to the late 
Mrs. Charles N. Streatfeild, sister of the ladies who are the 
present owners of Groombridge Place, and who wrote some 
years ago a very interesting account of the house and church. 
Mrs. Streatfeild traces back the history of Groombridge and its 
owners to Norman times, but let it suffice that, in the latter 
part of the sixteenth century, the property was in possession of 
Thomas Sackville, Earl of Dorset. The Sackvilles never 
resided here, and the hf>iise was deserted for many years. The 
Earl of Dorset died suddenly in 1608, and his son, Robert, who 
succeeded him, also died in the same year ; his eldest son, 
Richard, possessed Groombridge on the death of his father, and 
by him the estate was sold to John Packer, Clerk of the Privy 
Seal to Charles I. John Packer seems to have been satisfied 
widi rebuilding the chapel, for we do not team that he did any- 
thing to the old house. Those were troublous times to live in, 
and perhaps he was glad to end his days peacefully in the 
seclusion of his moated walls* The old mansion was fast falling 
into decay, and Philip^ his son, on succeeding to the property, 
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lost no time in deciding what was to be done with it. Philip 
was the friend of John Evelyn, and this in itself would secure 
for him our interest and resp>ect. He married the daughter of 
Sir Robert Spetchley, " the honest Judge," as Evelyn calls him. 
This was the brave old royalist who, "when the Presbyterians 
burnt down his house at Spetchley, nothinp;^ daunted, converted 
his stables into a dwelling, and lived there with cfMilcnt and 
even with dii^nity for the rest of his days." There is a portrait 
of Sir Robert's daughter, Isabella, the wife of Philip Packer, 
stiii remaining in the present house. 

Evelyn had just returned from a foreign tour, and spoke in 
rapture of the fine buildings and the statel) ^^ardens wkh their 
broad walks to be found in Italy. His friend shared his taste 
for the classic style of architecture then coming into fashion in 
England, and so the old mansion was razed to the ground and 
the present house was leared in its stead. 

The wide portico Is supported by pillars of stone, and 
was probably considered a eke/ tPttuvrif, as these pillars form 
the background to a portrait of Philip himself. On entering* 
the house through the narrow double door, which still 
the original hinges and latch, one finds that the rooms are of 
good height and size, and are wainscotted throughout The 
wainscot had been painted at a former period, but some years 
ago the paint was removed, and the rich old oak is now 
revealed in its natural beauty. The principal staircase is a fine 
example of woodwork of the seventeenth century. There are a 
large number of rooms in all, and spacious offices, and the 
whole place is surrounded by a broad, ticep moat walled m with 
brick, and is abundantly supplied with water by a stream which 
flows through the garden, and falls in a picturesque cascade 
through an archwa)' leading to the moat. 

The flower garden is charnuiiL^ly laid out, and the trim 
neatness of the period when it was first designed is still 
maintained. It is enclosed on all sides with brick and stone 
walls, which present a variety of beauttlul tints formed by the 
soft grey lichen with which they are covered The stately 
walks, the broad green terraces, and the trim hedges of yew and 
laurel carry the mind back to the days when Evelyn must have 
wandered there with his friends, and by his advice, no doubt, 
the gardens were first planned and laid out Two fir trees, one 
on either side of the entrance to the house^ are said to have been 
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planted by John Evelyn, and one of these venerable trees still 
remains. Philip Packer, however, did not choose the site for 
his new residence that Evelyn would have preferred ; he built it 
where the old castle had stood, and part of the ancient founda- 
tion of the moat walls are untouched. 

It must be confessed the situation indicated by his friend 
" on the south of the wood, on a graceful ascent," would have 
commanded a magnificent view of the surrounding country, and 
would, no doubt, have been in many respects more desirable ; 
but the character of the place would have been altered, and it is 
now what Evelyn so truly describes, " a pretty, melancholy 
scate, well wooded and water'd." It is fortunate that both the 
house and grounds have been so little altered and modernized, 
and if Pl^ihp Packer was tu come to life again, he would find 
the place to-day very much the same as he left it. It only 
lequires the dress of the period to be reproduced, to take us 
back to the time when many a courtly cavalier and his lady 
paced these terraces and occupied the wainscotted rooms and 
sat round the wide open grates with their handsome fire-backs. 

The Church, as we have said, b situated at the entrance to 
the park, with its western end facing the village green. It is 
an endowed chapelry attached to the parish of Speldhurst 
John Packer rebuilt it in accordance with a vow he had made, 
to offer it as a thanksgiving for the safe return of the Prince of 
Wales from Spain in 1625. He placed this inscription on a 
stone over the south porch: " D,0,M.S. ob fcelissttnum CaroH 
Principis ex Hispanijs reditum hoc Sacellum d. d. 162J, /. P." 
It is dedicated to St. John the Evangelist,^ and though built in 
the seventeenth century the windows contain good perpendicular 
tracery. They are all now filled with stained glass ; the 
modern ones are from the studio of the late Mr. Kempe, and 
exhibit some of his best work. The pulpit and some of the 
seating are good specimens of the Jacobean period. The 
whole of the chapel is lighted b)- candles, which arc placed in 
handsome brass corona: and sconces, designed to match the 
style of the building. The chapel has been carefully restored 

* Evelyn says that the dedicatioo was to St. Charles, " but whaX saint 

there was then of thnr nrime I am to seeke, for, being a Protestant, I 
conceive it was not liorromeo." He also records that *' the old house had 
ben the place of confinement of the Duke of Orieaii:j, taken by one 
[Richard] Waller, whose house it then was, at the Battle of Agincoim." 
VOL. X. 49 B 
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and decorated, and bears evident marks of the reverent care 
and attciitiun bestow cd upon it by the Ladies of Groombridge 
Place. The graveyard is beautifully kept, and is a model 
of what a country churchyard should be. Altogether, the 
village is well worth seeing, and through the courtesy of the 
Misses Saint, visitors can generally obtain permission to inspect 
the house and grounds by sending in their cards. 



SHERE AND ALBURY, SURREY. 
By J. C. Wright. 

« A RTIST-H AUNTED SHERE " is easily reached from 
/\ Gomshall station, on the South Fastern and Chatham 
m line. The latter place docs not impress one favour- 
ably. But once upon the road, notwithstanding its 
dust which the motor car raises to mar your sense of sight and 
smell, you feel instinctively that you are approaching one of 
those old-world villages which are still the joy of our country. 
In these days of travel, it is almost surprising to find that the 
accommodation of Shere is extremely limited. There is but 
one inn, The White Horse, and though it can boast that it 
possesses more than one bed, mine host was unable to give the 
writer a night*s loc^ng» having all his rooms ** booked." Some 
of the old cottages have given place to modem structures ; but» 
happily, the main characteristic features of the place have not 
been lost No stra^ht building line» that distinguishing mark 
of modernity, can be discovered here. " Curved is the line of 
beauty/' and the curves and twists at Shere are many and 
various. 

The church is worth seeing, the doorway being a good 
specimen of Norman architecture ; the greater part of the 

building is of later style. The spire reminds one of that well- 
known spot for ever associated with Gray's Elegy, but its 
position is not secluded like that of Stoke Poges, for here the 
church is in close proximity to the village, and, indeed, as is so 
frequently the case, only a few ynrH'^, from The White Horse. 
It contains records of the wardens dating from the time of the 
seventh Henry, and there are some brasses, one of Lord Audley 
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and another of Robert Scarelyf, a former Rector, both going 
back to the fifteenth century. 

It is worthy of note that not a few men who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in the world of letters have resided in 
this locality. Not far distant, Grote, the historian, lived ; and 
here William Bray edited Evelyn's Diary, and died at the 
advanced age of 96. Of the charming country round Wotton, 
Evelyn wrote: "I will say ncjthing of the ayre because the pre- 
eminence is universally given to Surrey, the soil being dry and 
sandy ; but I should speake much of the gardens, fountaines, 
and groves that adorne it, were they not as generally knovvne to 
be amongst the most natural and (till this later and universal 
luxiuy of the whole nation, since abounding in rich expenses) 
the most magnificent that England afforded, and which 
Indeede gave one of the first samples to that elegancy since so 
much in vogue, and followed in the managing of their waters, 
and other ornaments of that nature. Let me add the contiguity 
of five or six mannors, the patronage of the livings about it, 
and, what is none of the least advantages, a good neighbour- 
hood." 

Evelyn also records that on July 26th, 1677, he "din'd at 
Mr. Duncomb's at Shere, whose house stands environ'd with 
very sweetc and quick streams." 

Shcrc is interesting and highly picturesque, but it is more — it 
is the fringe, so to speak, of a delightful stretch of country as 
far as Dorking. And in tins fine setting, Albury may be con- 
sider^ a gem. The approach to the village is charming, 
though it must be confessed there is more evidence of 
modern buildings than there used to be a few years ago ; and 
wc can well believe it had an even greater charm to the 
antiquary in the days when Marlin Tupper lived here and wrote 
his Provirbial Philosophy, 

Just outside the park is the " cathedral** of the Holy Catholic 
Apostolic Church, built by Mr. Drummond, a banker, who was 
a foremost leader of this peculiar sect usually known as 
Irvingites. Of the Gothic style of architecture, and surrounded 
as it is by nature in all her luxuriance of fern and flower, the 
church presents a most pleasing appearance externally, while 
within it is flooded with a somewhat weirdly-coloured light, 
the effect of the stained glass in the chancel windows. 

In marked contrast to Mr. Drummond's imposing edifice, is 
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the old parish church, one of the oldest In Surrey, and men- 
tioned in DonusnUty^ hard by. The tower probably dates back 
to Saxon times ; and though the rest of the building is of much 
later date, it is in a state of ruin. 

Evelyn refers several times to Albury. 

" 1648, August 28th. I went to Albury to visite the 
Countesse of Arundel, and return'd to VVotton." 

"1649, February 26th. Came to see me Capt Geo. Evelyn, 
my kinsman, y® greate traveller, and one who believ'd himself a 
better architect than really he was, witness the portico in the 
garden at Wottun ; yet the greate roome at Albury is some- 
what better understood. He had a large mind, but overbuilt 
every thing." 

165s, Aug. loth. To Alburie, to visit Mr. How^ 
who had b^un to build and alter y^ gardens much. He 
shew'd me many rare pictures^ particularly the Moore on Horse- 
back; Erasmus as big as life, by Holbein; a Madona in 
miniature by Oliver; but above all the Skull carv'd In wood 1^ 
Albert Durer, for which his father was ofler*d £ioo\ also 
Albert's Head by himselfe; with divers rare achates, intagiias, 
and other curiosities." 

" 1662, June 19th. I went to Albuiy, to visite Mr. Hen. 
Howard soone after he had procured y* dukedom to be 
re t irV] This gentleman had now compounded a debt of 
;6^200,ooo pounds, contracted by his ^grandfather. I was much 
obli^^'d to that greate vi'rtiinso, and to this young gentlemani 
with whom I staled a foriniLiht." 

" 1662, July 2nd. We hunted and kilVd a buck in y*= parK, 
Mr. Howard inviting most of the gentlemen of the country 
neere him." 

** 1667, Sept. 2 1 St. I accompanied Mr. Howard to his villa 
at Albury, where I design'd for him the plot of his canall and 
garden, with a crypt through the hill." In 1826, this "crypt* 
was still remaining in part, but was stopped up at the furdier 
end. 

1670, Sept 22nd. To Alburie, to see how that garden pro- 
ceeded» which I found exactly don to the designe and plot 1 
had made^ with the crypta thro' the mountatne in the park, lo 
perches in length. Such a Pausilippe is no where in England 
besides. The canall was now digging, and the vineyard 
planted.*' 
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*'i687, Aug. 5 th. I went to AIbiiiy» now purchas'd by 
Mr, Finch (the King's Solicitor, and son to the late Lord 
Chancellor) ; I found the gatden, w^ I design'd for the Duke 
of Norfolk, nothing improvM." 

Evelyn had tried to purchase this property in 1652. 

One of the most interesting features of this dehghtful neigh- 
bourhood is the discoveiy of by-roads and paths that lead the 
tourist by devious ways, but never wrongly if the general 
direction be remembered. Shere may be reached by one of 
these paths, and if Gomshall Station is the goal aimed at, it is 
possible to accomplish the journey u ithout going on the main 
hic^huay, which, in these days of motor cars, may not be 
undesirable. There is another advantage in adopting such a 
course : you find yourself now and again by the side of a 
murmuring stream and, most likely, one of the water-mills, for 
which Surrey used to be so famous, will stand out picturesquely 
with its old black wheel that rumbles slowly round ihc moss- 
grown walls. At Gomshall there is one, and, further on, 
another. And **the mills are like the churches^-each one 
stands on the site of an older one ; till we go back to the days 
when county histories were not, and we cannot tell who first 
chose the place for his work or for his worship." 



LETCOMBE REGIS: AN OLD BERKSHIRE 
VILLAGE. 

By H. J. Danibll. 



OWN in a little hollow at the foot of the Berkshire 



Downs, " far from the madding crowd," lies the 

picturesque hamlet of Letcomhe Regis. 

From the hill at the back of the village, one looks 



down on to creeper-covered, thatched-roof cottages, nestling 
in a wealth of greenery round the hoary old church tower, 
which has overlooked the village for the past eight centuries. 
At one's feet a large piece of ornamental water glitters among 
the trees, while near it stands the Moat House, or, as it is now 
called hy its ri|^tfttl title, Antwick's Manor, whose puce 
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coloured roof and sham stucco towen^ show over the tops 

of the trees. Time was when King John had, or is said to have 
had, a hunting box on this site, the remains of which existed 
down to the beginning of the last century, but these ruins wcie 
replaced by the modem, early Victorian house, now, fortunately, 
toned down by the wear of time. 

Farther up the village the red roof of the vicarage shows up; 
while, beyond the church, standing in its own grounds, is 
the Manor House, once known as "The Benhams." In front 
of this house, tile little trout stream which flows through the 
village has been dammed up, and widens out into a small lake, 
at the end of which is a picturesque cascade, prettily spanned 
by a rustic-looking bridge. Here the large, light-coloured 
trout of these streams, which rise in the chalk downs, love 
to lie, while moor-hen and duck add a charm to the scene. 

At the upper end of the lake the stream flows down between 
steep and wooded hanks, which form a regular Devonshire 
comhe, whose local name is ''The Lynches." Here, in this 
valley, is an old moss-covered water mill, now no longer work- 
ing, one of the seven mills, no doubt, which are mentioned 
in DcMisdqy Book as belonging to the Manor of Letcombe^ or 
" Ledencumbe," as it was known in those days. 

In the Lynches are numerous water-cress beds, which afford 
employment to several inhabitants of both Letcombe Regis and 
Letcombe Basset, the next village higher up the streaiD, 
nestling at the foot of the Downs. 

These Downs rise up straight from the back of the village, to 
a height of some seven or eight hundred feet. Once these were 
wide, open and grass covered, but now, alas i the latter herb 
is not so plentiful as it was, and in its place are tracts of 
pioughiand and other cultivation, the result of the great 
agricultural depression at the time of the Crimean War, when 
corn was so dear, that even the worst land was given over 
to the plough. The soil on the downs, however, was too poor 
to be very useful, so the farmers of the day only succeeded 
in spoiling a beautiful stretch of country for their posterity, 
without reaping much benefit themselves. However, tliete 
is still plenty of grass left ; the shepherd and his flock are sttU 
to be frequently seen as in the days of yore, when this was one 
of the gieatest "sheep walks" in England, and the air is as 
pure as ever it was, for there is always a breeze blowing on the 
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top of the hills. If one takes the trouble to climb to the top of 
the hfll. Castle Hill is its name, by a road totally impossible 
for wheeled traffic^ one will find a huge British camp^ encircled 
by a single vaUitm, one of a chain of forts made to guard 
the old grass road, part of the Ickneild Way, which runs from 
Streatley along ti^ summit of the Downs» finally terminating 
at Bath. This, in later days, was one of the great thorough- 
feres for cattle between London and the west 

The view from the camp is remarkably fine. Below us 
spread out like a map lies the Vale of White Horse, the 
red roofs, and yellowish church tower of Wantage, the birth- 
place of King Alfred, seeming to be a stone's throw below our 
ieet 

Conspicuous in the Vale is r^irini^don Clump, a circle of 
fir trees on a slight eminence, phmtcd by Pye, once Poet- 
Laureate, who, to quote the Mrs. Bothcrby of the Ingoldsby 
Legends, " used to make verses about the King and the Queen, 
and had a sack of money for doing it every year." Pye was 
a relative of " Hamilton Tighe " of the Legends, who was a 
Hampden I'ye. 

Beyond Faringdon rise the blue slopes of the Cotswolds, 
joined iarther along by the Chiltems, while before us, some 
sixteen miles away, rises Bagley Hill, behind whose shoulder 
Oxford lies hidden in the valley. 

To the south of us the ground falls gently away in folds, 
here and there covered with woods, till the valleys of the 
Lambourn and Kennet are reached, from which there is a 
gradual slope Upwards, finally terminated by the whale-backed 
lidge of Inkpen Beacon. 

At the bottom of the hill there is a farmstead, while nearer 
the village there is another farm, now turned into a training 
stable, of which there are two in the village. The Downs 
afford excellent ground for the training of race-horses, and 
several noted prize- winners have been trained in the vicinity. 

In the village itself the liouses are mostly thatched, though, 
nowadays, there are several red tiled roofs to be seen. 

The main village street is raised several feet above the level 
of the road ; at the top is the oldest cottage in the village, 
dated 1660, while at the bottom stands the church, raised 
on a high green mound, round which the road, on a lower level, 
runs on both sides. 
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The church itself, with the exception of the Transitional 
Norman, and early Perpendicular tower, was very much 
restored in the sixties ; the greater part of the nave and chancel 
is Decorated. There are few monuments 

*' of the Mighty Dead 

That rest below, mostly buried in lead. 

And above, recumbent in grim repose, 

With their mailed hr-j-^e 

And their dogs at their toes ; 

And litde boys kneeling beneath them in rows, 

Their hands join'd in pra/r, all in ver>' long clothes, 
With inscriptions on bcass, bc^ng eadi who survives 

To Praie for the Soules of themselves and their wives." 

There is a considerable wealth of XIII and XIV century 
stained glass in the east window, conspicuous therein being 
the coats of anns of Montacute, Mermylle, Langley, and 
Tame. It was a member of the latter family who built 
Fairford Church, Gloucester, towards the end of the XV 
century. The oldest momument is a small headless brass 
to Alicia, daughter of John Estbury, one of the Estburys of 
Lanibourn. At the restoration of the church great havoc 
was made among the monuments, brasses being removed, 
and frescos covered over with plaster. The registers are very 
interesting, the first entr>' being made under the date i 536, the 
entry in question being the baptism of a Stone, a member of a 
yeoman family, which continued to reside in the village till 
the last century. 

In the tower are six bells, the oldest of which is dated 1599- 
The present Vicar is a very enthusiastic and energetic bell- 
ringer himself, and occupies some of his spare time teaching 
the ** young idea" of the village how to ring. *'Bob Minor" 
seems to present considerable difficulty to the Berkshire mind, 
and, curiously enough, the most promising pupil is stone deal 

This church is happy in jiossessing what is nowadays almost 
a curiosity — one of the old-fashioned race of parish clerks, a 
regular old countryman of the old type, who has worked ever 
since he was eight, at which time the staple diet of the labour- 
ing classes seems to have been r>^e bread. The clerk — 
" VVillum " to his friends, " Mr. Willum " to the younger 
generation is quite a character and somewhat of a celebrity, 
for mine host of The Blawing Stwun " Inn» described in 
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the opening pages of Tom Browrfs Schooldays^ was his uncle. 
For the last thirty years he has fulfilled the duties of parish 
clerk. On Sundays he occupies a raised seat at the bottom of 
the church, and his deep toned " A-a-mene: " seenns quite a 
necessary part of the service. He can tell you stories of 
the noted " wrastlers " of these parts, when wrestling and back- 
sword were two of the chief pastimes in the Vale of White 
Horse. On the occasion of the funeral of one of these local 
celebrities, a nasty accident occurred to the clerk, the latter 
being taken up by one of the bell ropes, and then dropped. 
No permanent harm, however, occurred, and the old man 
seems as hale and hearty as ever. 

There are several charities oonnected with this church, the 
chief being one which provides for loaves of bread being 
given to the poor at Easter and Whitsuntide. Another, be- 
queathed by Dr« Richard Aldworth» provides for a sum of 
money being divided at stated seasons between the poor com- 
municants of the parish. This bequest dates from 1701. 

The history of Letcombe Regis is interesting. The village 
was divided into two manors — ^the great manor of Letcombe 
Regis, and the manor of Anwix or Antwicks. The earliest 
mention of the suflRx "Regis" occurs in a roll of the XIV 
ceiitiir} . Roth manors of Let coin be belonged to King Alfred, 
and remained in royal ownership till about 1246. It then 
passed through various hands till, in the XVI century, it came 
into the Fetti place family, afterwards to the Goodlakes, and 
firom the latter, in the middle of the last century, to the Parrs, 
who sold it to the late Mr. S. W. Silver. 

The advowson of the living in Saxon times belonged to the 
Abbey of Araesbury, Wilts, afterwards to the Abbey of 
Westminster, from which it passed to the Chapter of WImlsor. 
^e latter sold the living to the Chapter of Winchester, who 
exchanged it in the sixties with Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 
for the living of Stoke Charity, Hampshire. 

The Fettiplaces, who for the best part of three centuries 
lived at Letcombe, were a family of great importance in 
the county. Tracing their descent from Adam Fettiplaoe, 
several times Mayor of Oxford in the XIII century, they num- 
bered among their ranks many Knights of the Shire, Sheriffs, 
soldiers, and men of note. The main branch of the family 
were settled at Denchworth, in the county, with collateral 
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branches at Childrey and Fernham, The Childrey branch, in a 
way the most important, had seats at East Shefford, Berks, and 
Swinbrook, Oxon, and also owned part of the manor of 
Letcombe. At the beginning of the XVII century a younger 
son of the Childrey branch married the heiress of the 
Denchworth family, and consequently the two estates of 
Letcombe and Denchv\ orth were allied. The Letcombe branch 
of the family became extinct cir. 1745 ; the Childrey branch in 
1806. One of the Childrey Fettiplaces was made a baronet 
by King Charles II for his loyalty to the royal cause. 

The Goodlake famfly came to Letcombe from Hanwortfa, in 
Middlesex, in 1336^ and residing at the Benhams, now the 
Manor, fanned the rectorial estate for the Canons of Windsor. 
They continued to dwell in the village till the middle of the 
last century, one member of the family being the author of a 
book on coursing ; another, General Goodlake^ obtained the 
Victoria Cross in the Crimea. 

The chief yeoman families of note in the village were the 
Stones, Goldings, and Blandys ; a farm still being called by the 
name of the latter. 

Few ancient customs are now kept up in the village, the only 
ones now in use being '* The Veast," (annually held at Whitsun- 
tide, which has now dwindled down to a " high tea,") and 
the custom of ringing two of the church bells an hour before 
service, probably as a warning to dwellers on the Downs. The 
latter, by the way, \\ ill never live in a village for any length of 
time, as they say thnt the air below the hillside is quite stifling. 

No account of Letcombe Regis is complete without mention 
of "The White Lady of the Lynches," the ghost of some 
wronged girl, who drowned herself and her sorrows in the little 
stream. The village quite believes in the ghost, and, indeed, it 
has been known to appear in daylight, and has been seen 
by several persons of repute. No sudi good evidence is given 
of the appearance of a Headless Horseman and a black dog, who 
are popularly supposed to haunt the neighbourhood, but the 
White Lady seems a very well authenticated ** spook ** indeed, 
though the writer himself has never seen her. 
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COPLE, BEDFORDSHIRE. 

By Constance Isherwood. 

THERE are three villages in the near neighbouihood of 
Bedford, each one of which claims the honour of being 
associated with the name of one who had "burnt a 
mark," deep and lasting, on England's roll of honour. 
Elstow and John Bunyan are spoken of in one breath ; 
Cardington and John Howard, the Philanthropist, are in- 
separable; while Cople and Samuel Butler are synonymous. 

The beautiful old Church of All Saints, encircled by trees, 
stands in the centre of the villac^e, and dates from the year 
1272. The tower, with its ari?:^le-lurret, is built of burnt 
sandstone, and is supported by massive buttresses. This is the 
oldest part of the church, and though the battlementcd parapet 
has been restored, there are many signs of great age apparent 
that are ineffaceable, and cannot be "restored away." The 
double row of battlements that adorn the nave add to the 
beauty of the exterior, and one of the lower battlements Is 
unique in that it frames an ancient sundial, bearii^ the l^end, 
" The n^ht cometfa when no man can work," in old English 
characters. The inner doorway of the porch has a square head, 
with a huge Tudor rose in one spandrel, and seaweed, which 
resolves itself into a man's &ce in the centra In the other. 
Seaweed in the old da3rs of superstition was thought to have 
had the power to ward off evil spirits. The door itself is of 
oak, black with age, and has massive hinges, curiously carved, 
that are remarkable both on account of their design and 
antiquity. The keys, too, as mediaeval relics, bring joy to the 
heart of the antiquary. At the west end of the south aisle is a 
feature of more than ordinary' interest, and one that is rarely 
seen inside a church. This tal<es the form of a buttress of two 
stages, which is situate betwixt the vestr)' door and the tower. 
This unusual feature is explained by the fact that the south 
aisle was added at a later date, and this buttress, originally 
outside the church, was left untouched to form part of the 
interior. The vestry (iocir has hinges similar to those of the 
south door, and similar keys. The tower is separated from the 
nave by a high and massive arch. The interior is much worn 
by the friction of hell ropes. One of the five hells is inscribed 
with these words in old English characters, HydeHs Micuris 
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The nave is divided from the north and south aisles by two 
arcades of three bays, with clustered columns and moulded 
octagonal capitals, from which spring pointed arches with deep 
inner mouldings. There are six clerestory windows, three on 
either side, but only one contains stained glass with represen- 
tations of St Peter with the keys, and St Andrew with his 
X shaped cross. The corbels that support the springers of the 
roof are grotesque and uncouth in the extreme^ hut their 
antiquity gives them a certain amount of interest in spite of 
their unpleasing appearance. The roof is of chestnut; and 
some of the ancient cross beams are finely fluted. In the south 
aisle b a piscina with an ogee arch of the Decorated period, the 
upper part of which inclines slightly to the left ; this deflection, 
in the opinion of the writer, was intended to illustrate the 
inclination of the head of Christ upon the Cross. 

The masonry of the window near it deserves attention, as it 
is unlike all the others in the church. As the pulpit formerly 
stood near by, the massive upper ledge was evidently intended 
to form a stand for a lamp or hour-glass. The roof of the 
south aisle has a number of fluted beams, with large leafy 
bosses in the centre, one of which is gilded. 

The chancel is separated from the nave by a pointed arch, 
springing from clustered shafts with moulded octagonal 
capitals. The oak screen, which has been repaired, is very 
beautiful ; the tracery m the upper panels is delicate and 
graceful, and each little cusp is tipped with a tiny Tudor rose, 
very pretty and shapely. The chancel is the most interesting 
part of the church, as it contains so many valuable brasses and 
memorials of the Rolond, Launcel}^, Bulkeley, Gray and Luke 
families. On the floor, before the altar, are the brasses of Nicholas 
Rolond and his lady, with this inscription : 

Nichol Rolond et Pemel sa femme gist icy, 
Dieu de lour almes eit mercy. Anten, 

On the north wall of the chancel is a brass of a man in armour 
with this incription : 

WalUr Rohnd gist icy, 

Dieu de sa alme eit Amem, 

Although neither of the Rolond bra'^^es bears a date, they are 
very old, and commemorate the members of a iamily which 
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once owned the Manor of Rolonds.' Near the brass of Nichol 
Rolond is that of John Launcelyn, with a lion at his feet, and 
his lady, and this inscription: Hie jacent JokmUs Launcelyn^ 
Armiger, qui obiit vii die mensis Maij anno d*ni mill* into 
ccccxxxv^f et Margareta ei' quor^ c^i'b's p'p^cief deus, AmeJ 
The Launcelyn family did much for this church, and on four 
shields, supported by anf^cls, on cither side of the chancel arches 
are enj^raved the Launcelyn arms: (i) Gules ^ di fleur de lys 
argent; argent, a fleur de lys sable; (2) the arms of the family 
of Gray, barry of six, argent and azure, in chief three tort can x, 
which a[)[)ear in the poem, the Siege of Karlaverock^ as the 
cognizance of Henri de Grai," as follows : 

Banier avoit e par droit conte 

De VI piecis la vous mesur 

Barre de Argent^ e de Asur ; 
(3} and (4) a quaint little hat in high rdirf on each shield, with 
the French word ig^ below. The reason why these two 
miniature hats adorn these shields is said to be explained by 
the fact that the Launcelyn family were priviledged to remain 
in the Royal presence with their hats on. The Launcelyn 
helmet, surmounted by their crest, a bull's head, is preserved in 
the chancel, while the head piece of the Luke family surmounts 
their hatchment on the north wall of the chancel. The 
hatchment bears the Luke arms, " sabU^ a bugle-horn stringed 
and tasselled, ar," and their motto. Mors janua vitae. 

In the north aisle of the chancel is an altar tomb, with 
shields charged with the arms of the Luke and Waulton 
families ; while, resting against the eastern wall, is the former 
stone superstructure, which has been moved, inlaid with the 
brasses of a man in robes, and a lady each kneeling in an 
attitude of prayer at a Prie-Dieu^ and also those in miniature of 
their four daughters and five sons. The insci ij^tion runs : 

" Here lyeth Nicholas Luke, esquyer, one of the Barons of 
the Exchequer at \\ estminster, and Cecyle his wyfe, one of the 
daughters and heyre of Sir Thomas Waulton, Knyght, which 
Nicholas decessyd the xxii day of October in the yere of our 
Lorde God 1 563. On whose soules Jesus have mercy.*' The 
labels that issu«l from their mouths have disappeared. 
On either side of the altar is a massive altar tomb. The 

' Mr. Druitt, Costume on Brasses^ gives the dates of e^va 14 10 and enva 
1415 for the two Rolond bfasaea« — EDnOR. 
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one on the north side is in memory of Sir Walter Luke and his 
lady, and the other perpetuates the memory of Benet and 
Thomas Gray. Both inscriptions are interesting, and tell us 
what these men and women did for Church and King. One 
informs us that : — 

" Here lyeth Sir Walter Luke, Knyght, one of the justyces of 
the Plees holden before the most excellent prynce Kin^r Henry 
the eyght, and dame Anne his w>'ffe, Norysthe [Nui.>c] unto 
his scyd Majesty, and one of the doughtcrs and hey re of John 
Launcelyn, Esquyer, whyche seyd Sir Walter decessyd the 
xxith day of July in the xxxvi^ yere of the feygne of our 
Sovra> gne Lorde, and the sayd dame Anne decessyd the ix 
day of September in the xxx ym of the reygne of the seyd 
roost gracyiis sovrange lord. On whose soulte Jhu have merqr. 
Amen." The other says truly : — 

** What can myght, pow'r, or auncye' bloode avayll, 
Or els riches that men counte felicite ? 
What can the\ l iulpe ferful dethe to assay II ? 
Certes nothinge, and that is p*vyd by me 
That had thos' giftis rehersid all plente^ 
Nev*theles8e yit am I Icyd lowe in clay 
That whylom was squyer called Thos G*ye [Graye]." 

" Benet, my wyf, eke is fro* this world past,*' 
Yit we trust to be had in memoiy 
As longe as the paiyshe of Coople shall last, 
For our benefitis don to it largdy 

As witnesse xx*» pownd w* other giftis many, 
W^hcrfor all cristen men that goe by this way, 
P'y for ye soules of Benet and Thomas Gray.** 

Both these altar tombs have fine brasses. That of the Luke 
family represents Sir Walter Luke in rich robes, and Lady 
Luke in a robe ornamented with a fleur de lys (the arms of the 
Launcelyn family, of which she was a member), and both sue 
kneding at a Ptie Dim in an attitude of prayer. The indents 
of the labels issuing from their mouths remain, but the brass 
labels have been removed, and the prayer at the end of the 
inscription has been mutilated by some vandal hand. The 
brasses on the tomb of the Gray family are in perfect condition, 
and represent Thomas Gray dad in armour, his lady, with their 
nine daughters and four sons. The east window is Perpendi* 
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cular, and the four lights are filled with lepresentations of the 
birth of our Lord, the Crucifixion, the removal of the body of 
our T.ord from the Cross, and the Resurrection. 

On the south side of the altar is an arched piscina. The 
arches of two bays that separate the chancel from the side 
aisles differ sh'ghtly from each other ; those on the south side 
are the earlier. Some of the ancient poppy-heads still adorn 
the choir stalls, and some of the original *' linen-fold " panels 
are preserved in the front. The church was restored some 
twenty years ago by Mr. Temple More and Sir Gilbert Scott. 

On the wall of the south aisle of the chancel are two inter- 
esting Ivasses now much worn. One of them bears this in- 
scription : ** Hereunder lyeth Robert Bulkeley, esquler, and Jone 
his wyf<^ hauynge betwene them v! sonnes and foure daughters, 
w*^ Robert decessyd the xvlu day of June in the 3^ere of our 
Lorde God 1550, on whose soules Jhesu have mercy, Amen." 
Above this littie brass is a shield charged with the Bulkeley 
arms — eight lozenges, 3, 2, 3, 

The other brass requires some close examination. First of 
all the inscription tells us that—** Here under lyeth buryd ye 
bodyes of Robert Bulkeley, esquier, and of Joane his wyffe, 
doughter unto Syr William Gascoyne, Knyght, who dep'tyd 
this lyffe ye yere of our Lord God, 1556, on whos soules, O 
Lord Jesu Crist have m'cy." Then, kneeling at a Pn'e Dieu, are 
the cfhgies of a man in armour and his lady, in quaint old- 
world attire, and from the man's mouth issues a label inscribed 
with the words Deus miscrcatur nostril' and from that of the 
lady a label thus inscribed, as if to complete her husband's 
prayer, " Et Benedicat nobis ^ Above the miniature effigies of 
the four sons are llic letters " T.E.C.W." and the daughters, 
** A.D.M.E.," which are supposed to be their initials, while above 
tile shidd in the centre, charged with the Bulkeley arms, and 
surmounted by their crest, is tiie motto " Th}mk, and Thank 
God." Over all is an arc, inscribed witii these words: 
^Habemms Bmium Dmmnutn + Habemus Bomm Damnum^ 

In the jambs of the priest's doorway may still be seen the 
feoess that held the ancient staple. 

The Spenser brasses, which formerly reposed in the south 
aisle^ have gone, and all that remains of them are the two 
miniature effigies of the daughters, and a minor part of the 
inscription which is to be found at the back of the organ. The 
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original inscription ran — " Here lyeth Thomas Spenser of 
this towne, gent, and Anne his wife, da. to Robert Bulkeley, 
esquire, which Thomas deceased the 3rd of December, 1547, 
and Anne, departed the 28th of Jaiuiary, 1590^ having had 
between them two sonnes and two daughters." 

The silver chalice was presented to this church by William 
Spencer, and bears the date 1 364. The registers, which are in 
an excellent state of preservation, date back to the same year, 
1 564. The brother of the poetess, whose name is known and 
revered throughout the length and breadth of the Empire for 
the beauty and purity of her hymns and poems — Frances 
Ridley Havergal — was at one time Vicar of Copley and rests 
in the west comer of the churdiyard. At the foot of the white 
marble cross is this simple inscription : Henry East 
Havergal, M.A., Vicar of Coffie 1847-1875. Daminus llhmd' 
natio Mea." 

The Rev. H. Hocken is the present Vicar, 

[To be eontiimed.] 



WANSTEAD AND ITS PARK. 

By Oliver S. Dawson. 

[CoQtiimed from vol. iz, p. aSoi] 

CONTINUING our extracts from the State Papers, the 
next document is a letter written at Wanstead by Sir 
Henry Mildmay to Viscount Dorchester : 

My Lorde, 

Whereas about the time of Lente laste paste your Lordship did 
answere a petition of one Captaine Dimes by his Ma**** direction to 
the Master and Courte of Wardes, that the saide Captain shoulde 
hn^ r the gardenship of one Doctor Bankeworth and his estate, yf he 
proved to be a Lunituicke. Upon the .Master of that Corit 
attended his Ma^, and acquainted him that by the lawes of the 
relme noe profHt ought to be made of any Lunattckfs estate, and 
that his Ma^' had only the protection of such, and that my seUe 

64 



WANSTEAO AND ITS PARK. 



beii^e a very neere neighbor to the Doctor, out of a care to keepe 

him out of daungerous handes, was the first that did petition the 
Corte of Wardes for the Gardenship of him and his estate, and that 
k collide not be giatinted from me w*^out much disgrace and wronge 
to me, and allsoe w^'out breatcfa of his Ma*^ instnictiofis to tluit 
Corte, that he that first petitions, bcinge a man able to be 
answerable for his estate, shall have him*)^ he be not nexte a kin ; 
wherevpon his Mh'>^ answere to the Master of that Corte was that 
the Captain shoulde then looke out for somevbot els. 

Nowe (my Lordc) in regarde that I heere an intention in some to 
move his Ma'> to have the Custr^dy of him and his estate, I intreate 
you to put his Ma'^ in minde o[ his former answere to the Master of 
die Wwdes, and I am confident bis Ma'^" will not give way to any 
tiling to my prejudice in this, my desire beinge only out of charrity 
as a neighbor, and allsoe being"e moved by his nccrcst freindes to 
take upon me tlie eardenship of him and his estate to protect boath. 
Thus much I hombiy iiureat your Lordeship, by way of prevention, 
to doe for him that is at 

Your Lordship^s service to command^ 




Wonsteede, August [6th], 163 1. 

To the right honor^'" my Lorde Vicount Dorchister, Pnucipail 
Secretary of Estate* 

There was an outbreak of the plague in London in 1636, and 

the King therefore proposed to spend the summer out of town. 
As a precautionary measure, the following letter was sent by 
the Privy Council to the Justices of the Peace near Oatlands, 
Hampton Court, Havering and Wanstead, and to the Bailiffs of 
Kingston on Thames. 

Whereas Wee vnderstand that hy reason of the Infecrion in and 
nerrc London, multitudes of Tradesmen and others llying into the 
Country i uuues doe there inhabite 2 or 3 families Inmates in oue 
house ; is not only contrary to lawe, but in this tyme of 
Contagion may proov e very dangerous to such Tounes and the 
Country adjo^ning^. And whereas his Ma**" Intends to be at 
Havering Parke and Wanstead oftentymes this Sommer, [Their 
MaP* doe intend to reside at Hampton Coorte and at Oatelands 
most of this summer. Marginal m/e.] Wee have therefore thought 
good in his Ma''*"* name straitely to charge and command you, w'^'in 
yo' severall devicions, strictly to enquire and examine what houses 
in that Couniie w^*'in 10 miles of Havering or Wanstead doe receive 
aeverall Famelies as Inmates or sojumen [or are otherwise pestered 
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with lodgers. Strtick nut."] And to t.ikc effectu:\ll and Speadie 
order for the present removeing of ihem and reformeing of abuses 
tn this kinde, and punishing such as contrary to la we have or shall 
recdve and haitter them, whereby to prevent the danger of Infecdoo 
that may otherwise be brought thether by such disorder. And thus, 
n(ji tloubting of yo' care and best endevors in a service so much 
importing the safetie of his Ma'*" person, and the lives of bis 
snbjects, Wee bid you, &c Dated the 19^ of June, 1636. 
(Signed) 

Lo. Keeper Ea. Sterline Lo. Cottington 

Lo. Privie Scale Lo. V. Wimbledon Mr. Sec Coke 

Ea. of Holland- Lo. V. Wentworth Mr. Sec. Windebanke 

[Endorsed.] 19 June, 1636. A minute for 4 letters to be wnuen 
for removin|^ Inmates, &c, from inhabitating neare his Ma** 
houses in this time of Contagion. 

The following letters relate to the collection of Ship Money. 
1636, July 9. Sir Humphrey Mildmay to Secretary 
Nicholas. 

Mr. Nicholas, 

This letter heere Indosed from one of the Highe Constables of 
Onger Hundred. The Contents I pray cause to be read on Sunday 
Nexte, before the Lords. I was att Kppinge on Friday in the 
Whiitson Weekc, the Constables of Hundreds w'"^ me ; att that 
day I made this Rate Inclosed for Stanford Rivers, w"^^ the good 
Consente <^ William Petre, made John Glascocke of MonelMib 
and Thomas Sumpner, CoUecto", both of them beinge riche men, 
and Principall Inhabbitaunts of the sameParrishe ; their answcre 
may see by the Uighe Consuble. I hope the Lords will Considder 
of me in diis Sullen answeie of theres, and will have them bodt 
Convented before their Lo. I must much commende the Hi|^ 
Constable, whoe hath bene very forewardc nnd aydeing unto me, 
and hath payde me the greateste partes of the Monny of his parte. 
1 wishe his fellowe had donne the like, and then i shouide be the 
nearer to my Jomeyes Eande. In tfiat Humhred M* Petre hath 
longe and much Complained of the backwardenes of his Neigh- 
bours In this Servis, whoe hath bene allwayes ready and willinge to 
doe his parte. Yf it please the Lordes to call for these fellowes, 1 
will not be idle, but will Leavy 31/. of their goods. Lett than 
smarte wdl, for they are in the galle of Mallis towards the Ser\-is. 
To nnswere the letter from the horde, I Aor not believe that there is 
3,100/. bchinde in the County of Essex. You knowe that I havcp** 
1,400/. and have 600/. att home ready to paye ; that the Towne tf 
Colchester hath 400/., all this beinge in 2,400/., and to emaginc 
diat there is 2,000/. more to gather, is more then I dare presume o£ 
I will doc the uttermost of my Duety to bringe inn all behinds, and 
what i finde I will trewly paye w^out fraude, and doe hope that 
there La will thinke that I doe what I am able, by peece and peec^ 
for I proieste there is noe penny p' that is not forced ; god bdp 
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me amoDgesie Ifae people yf diere La finror me not I have shewed 
theie La Icttors to S' Cian. Harris, whoe hatha a Coppye thereo£ 

One worde more. I double not but that I shall bringe inn all 
the Monny behinds, w^** their Lo. favor and helpe, in tyme when 
I shall require it, as I shall Complaine in cases of moste Importance^ 
And my Servis I am and resle^ bjr you to be comaonded, 

Wanstead this 9* Jul, A*" 1656. H. Mildmat. 

To the Right woe* and his very Lovnng friend, M% Nicholas, one 
of his Ma***" Claikes of the Plrivie CouncelL 

1636, July 9th. Sir Henry Mildmay to Secretary Nicholas. 

Mr. Nick las, 

Vpoa tusday last, whiiest my Brother the Highchreife of Essex 
came op to attende my Lorde Thresonur, he sente the Baily of the 
Hnndared of Onger and this yooge man, his servant^ to receave 

some of his ^Tn"'* monnies due at a towne caled Stamf irc! rivers, the 
hole towne beinge a very great parrish haveinge paide noe }»enny 
of die Shipmoney, except one, I impute rather to be the fauke of 
the Collectors there, the perticcular inhabbitants w*'4n that parrish'; 
the carridge of one of the Collectors boath in refusinge to be 
collector and rescuinge his catle by force out of the hands of the 
Baily of the hundard, haveinge a warrant from the Highchreife^ 
I leave to this man's relation, together his ill wordes ; bat I 
perceave many in those partes make a stop of payinge undll they 
heere whot becomes of this Collector. My Brother bcinge nowe at 
the other ende of the cuntar>% dilligent in his Ma'''* service, I 
thought tit to write to you to acquaint my Lordes w'^ the true state 
of his busines, is of importance, that this iellowe, whoe in other 
servnces hath beene refractary, may be punnished accordinge to his 
demerret, for I perceave as this man speades it will either further or 
retarde his Ma^'"^ service in those partes ; w^ I thought fittinge 
to acqosunt yon before my Brother proceede against him, accordmge 
to that authority w^ he hath, that he may receave tbdre Lotdshipa 
directions, wh^^ he shnll immedintly pcrforme. 

The nuse of this busmes came to me by my Brothers man, to 
Wonsted, this Satterday, beinge the 9 of July, at 4 of the dock 
afternoons. 

Your assured loveinde freinde, 

Henry Mildmay. 
To his very worthy good friend M' Nicholas, or in his absence to 
any of tfie rest of die Clarkes of his Ma* most hono^ Piivie 
Councdl, now attending act the Court att Otdandes. 

1636, November 17. Sir Humphrey Mildmay to the Privy 
Council. 

May it plni^e your Lordshippes r 

That on friday l^iste, bcin^^c the ri'*' of Novcmbrc, I sawe by 
accident that letter to the nowe Shemfie of Essex and that 
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postscripte that Concerned me, the late Sherriffe ; and since that, cm 
Monday laste, beinge the 14^^ of the same Moneth, betnge on the waye 
towardes S' William Russell, I had delivcrd vnto me a letter by one 
oS the Messengers, of the 7*^ of tbis November in Windsor. The 
Contents are, vnder your La fevour, as I doe Conceyve, that I 
shoulde gather upp all such sommes and arreres as are behinde in 
the County of Essex, and farther that I shoulde Ceriefye your La 
and the hordes what are the Causes and delay es that his Ma. Monnjr 
hath fioc beine payde in soe looge a tyme. Nowe may it fartlwr 
please your Lo. to knowe that beinge the County is very lardge and 
that I coulde not possibly attende in all places, I made Schedules to 
the Balleiffes of Hundreds of all the defaulters in every devisioo, 
Panrishe and Hamblett, in soe plainea manner that he or they could 
not Ignorantely erre in such a scrvis, yf they had pleased. And ait the 
Liste Quarter Sessions w** was after Michelmas, the BalleifTes beini^e 
all there attendinge, and Callinge them to Accoumpie howe ihcj* 
had proceeded, I founde Manny of them soe false that they had oot 
soe much as demaunded those Somes att all ; yett nott with- 
standinge I employed some men of my owne, tj^t did bringe inn 
some Monny to make vpp my list payemente. And wheras your 
Lo. Comaundes me to give the names of all such as have nut payde 
or have beine distreyned, the buike woislde be very greate, yett under 
favour I doe Conceive that youre La Meaneinges are of tlv c 
beinge of ranke and Quallety, the w'^*' r^re not Manny, and such as I 
doubte not but beinge in the presence of any one of your Lo. woulde 
be perswaded to such reasons as your Lo. shouide require of them ; 
but yf I may offer to intieate that a refonnation may be had vppoo 
some of the Cheefe Constables, some tmtowarde Londoners and the 
Euylt'ifici, i doe conceyve, under favour, that the worke that your 
Lo. Comaundes mc to doe wotilde be very easi^ and woulde render 
such exsample and tenor, that theevill aliected woulde quake att the 
noise thereof. And his Ma, Monny woulde come in roundely. I hafe 
made bnulde to drawe a shorte Schedule of the Nnmes and places of 
such as 1 knowe have beine untowarde in this hcr vis. And such 
as I doubte not but your Lo. will finde (beinge exarinnedj to he 
Agreeable to what I write of them. All wh*^ I humbly snbmttt to 
your T o. Considerations, And doe most humblie intreate that youre 
Lo. wilbe pleased to Move his Ma. that In regarde of my Meane 
Estate, greate Cbardge, and the IntoUerable paines and labours that 
I have taken, both in boddie and Minde, hi diis servis, that I maf 
be spared and May res^e both My Aocoumptes to the now-e 
Sherriffe, w*^ all such papers as doeih Conccme this SerMs. .^d 
1 shalbe ever bounde in all dewtie to Blesse his Ma and your La. 



To the Right Uoonorable the Lordes of his Ma. Moste Hoa- 
Privye CouncelL 
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265S, July II. Sir Heniy Mildmay to Seccetaiy Nicholas. 
Mr. Nicholas, 

I thanke you verie much for lettinge me see die order made by 
the Lordes before Y hand went to it. But wheras it is written to 
search from Hen. 8, may you please (yf you may) with y' penn to 
pot that oat, and ivritc^ to searcn from the first of Queen Elizabeth, 
you shall exceedmglie obleige me ; howerer, yf you can not doe it 
so, I leave it to you as you thinke best, and shalbe readie ew 
to approve my selfe 

Your assured, true freinde^ 

Woosted, July 1 1, 1638. Hbnry Mildkat. 

To bis worthy good freindc^ M' Nicbolai, Clarke of tbe Ckrancell 
of Estate^ neere Eggam, these. 

[To be ccatittacd.] 



THE CHRONICLE OF PAUL'S CROSS. 
By W. Palev Baildon, F.S.A. 

[Cootinocd from vol. ix, p. 309. ] 

1535. John Hilsey, Bishop of Rochester, to CromwelL 
" Gracia Dei team. Honourable hytt may please y 
M'shyppe to appoynt y^ Charterhous monks to be att y^ 

Crosse to hyre [hear] y* sermons there weekly, y* therby hytt 

may please God to lyghttyn ther harttes wythe knowle^e, 
wherby aswell there wrechyd bodes [bodies] ina\' escape syche 
paynys as thev nr wiirthy to suffre as there sowlys to escape 
Jugfement oft God lor syche demeryttes as ther ygnorant hartt 
hatbe concevyd, &c. 

J. ROFFENS, yo^ oiat ur 
To y* ry^ht honourable M' Cromwell, i*ri:nar Sccrctery uiita 
y* Kyngcs Hyghncs, delyver y* byll." — {Letters and Papers^ 
Henry VIII, vol. 94, fo. 140.) 

1536, Januarv 18. Cranmer to Cromwell " Right Wurship- 
full, In my right hertie manner I commaunde me unto you^ 
likewise tfaankyng you for the good favore which ye bayr to 
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this berer, Doctor Mallet, my chaplyn, declaryng your benevo- 
lence to hym in his preferment unto the Mastership of Mychel 
House in Cambridge. . . . And where it is appoynted by the 
Kinges Graces Visitacion that he shoide bryng up to you or 

yours all manner statutes, munymentes, and wrytynf^es that 
apperteyneth unto his College and to the foundacion theroff, 
before Candilnaas next, I pray you, in as moche as I have 
occupied hym here in pretchying w*yn my Dioces all this 
quarter last past, and have appoynted hym to pretch at Pouls 
Crosse the Sonday immediately before Candilmas, that you will 
give hym libertie till a fortnyght after Candilmas Day, And by 
that tyine he slialbe redye to accomplishe his injur.ctyon in 
that behalffe. ... At Knolle, the xviij'^ day of January. 
Yo** own assured ever, 

T. Cantuarien." 
(Cotton MS.» Vespasian, F. xiii, fo. 79b.) 

1537, Febniaiy 6. "This 3^eaie also, the first Soundaie 
after Candlemas, being the sixt daie of Febniarie, the Arch- 
bishopp of Canterberie, called Thomas Cranmer, preached at 
Pauks Crosse^ my Lord Chauncelor of England [Thomas 
Audley] being then present at his sermon, and their he 
approved, by scriptuije and by the decrees of the Popes lawes, 
that the Bishop of Rome, otherwise called Pope, was Antichrist, 
and also brought divers expositions and holie sainctes and 
doctors for the same ; and how craftelie, and by what meanes, 
and how long, he had taken upon him the power of Gcxi and 
the aucthoritie above all princes christened, and how his 
aucthoritie and lawes was contrarie to scripture and the lawe of 
God, as he then honorably declared and approved to the clecre 
understanding of all the people," — (VVriothesley's ChronicU^ 
vol. i, p. 33.) 

1 536, Februaiy 13, "The seconde sermon, being on Septua- 
geslma Sundaie, their preached at Pawies Crosse the Bishop of 
Rodhester" [John Hllsey]. — (Wriothesley's ChrmkU^ voL 1, 

P- 34.) 

1536, February 20. "The Sondaie of Sexagesima preached 
at St. Poules Crosse the Bishopp of Lincoln " [John Longland} 
— (Wriothesl^'s Chrmiiidi^ vc^ i, p» 34.) 
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1536, February 27. "The Soundaie of Quinqu^^esima,. 
being the 27th daie of Februane and Leepe yeare^ A.D. l535[-6], 

preached at Paules Crosse the Bushoppe of Durhame, named 
Dr. Dunstall [Ciithbert Tunstall], sometime Bishopp of London, 
and afore that being M'' of the Rolls ; and their were present at 
his sermon the Archbishopp of Canterberie [CranmcrJ with 
eight other liishopps, sittinge at the Cross before the preacher, 
and the Lorde Chauncellor of Englande [Audley], the Duke of 
Noriulke, the Duke of Suffolke, with six Erles and divers other 
lordes stoode behinde the preacher within the pulpitt; and also 
fower monkes of the Charterhouse of London were brought to 
the said sermon, which denied the King to be Supieame 
Headeof the Church of Englande. And their the said preacher 
declared tiie profession of the Bishopp of Rome when he is 
elected Pope, according to the confirmation of eight universall 
General CounseUs* which were congregate for the faith of all 
Christendome ; and everie Pope taketh an othe on the Artides, 
promisii^ to observe^ keepe, and houlde all that the said 
Counsells confirmed, and to dampne all that they dampned; 
and how he, contrarie to his oth, hath usurped his power and 
aucthoritie over all Christendome; and also how uncharitably he 
had handled our Prince, King Henrie the Eight, in marying 
[him to] his brother's wife, contrarie to Godes lawes, and also 
against his owne promise and decrees, which he opened by 
Scripture:^ and by the Cannons of the Appostles ; and also how 
cvcriL Knv.;e hath the highc power under God, and ought to be 
the supreame head over all spirituall prelates ; which was a 
goodlie and gracious hearing to all the audience being their 
present at the same sermon. And in his prayers he said after 
this manner, 'Ye shall pray for the Universall Church of all 
Cristendome, and especiall for the prosperous estate of our 
Soveraigne and Emperour, King Henrie the Eight, being the 
onelie supreame head of this Realme of Englande.' And he 
declared also in his said sermon, how that the Cardinalls of 
Rome bee but ctirattes and decons of the Cittie and Province 
of Rome^ and how that everie curate of any parrish have as 
much power as they have» according to Scripture save onelie 
that the Pope of Rome hath made them so high aucthorities 
onelie for to exhalt his name and power In Christen realm es, 
for covetousnes, as by his owne decrees he evtdeiltlie their 
approved."*— (Wriothesiey's Ckromdi^ vol i, p. 34,) 
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1536, March 5. "The first Soundaie of Lent preached at 
PauUs Crosse the Bishopp of Salisberie " [Nicholas Shaxton]. 
(Wriothesiey's ChronicU^ vol i» p. 55.) 

1536, March 12. "The second Soundaie of Lent preached 
at Paules Crosse the Bishop of VVorcestre" [LatimerJ— 
(Wriothcsley's Chronide^ vol i, p. 35.) 

I53^j March 19. "The third Soundaie of Lent preached at 
PauUs Crosse the Bishopp of Bangor" [John Salcot].— 
(Wriothesley's Chromde^ vol. i, p. 35.) 

1 536, June 35. WUliaro Stevyns to John Sturgeon. 

"25 daye of June, d!* 1536. Master Stuigeon, in my most 
hartie and lovynge maner I recommande me unto you. I have 
receivid yd' lettre of the 10 daye of this present monetbi 
thankynge you of your good newis in the same. And i have 
knowlege by lettres have byn send hy ther to other men, that 
the Bisshope of Worsetur [Latimer] prechid also at Panles 
Crasu the xvij daye of this present moneth, wher he openlye 
purged hym selffe of suche false lyes as the enemyes of the 
truthe had surmysed and sclanderuslye brought upe apone hym. 
Yete nevyr the lesse the Disciples of Anticryste cowlde fyndc 
the means to fyl) this towne [Calais] full that Lathemer the 
Eissliope of Worsetur had openlye at Paules Cross, and that 
a{)nne his kneys, denayed all that evyr he had prcchcd in tytnc 
passed. Wichc thinge, when I harde hyt, vexed me not a litlc, 
so that I rested not to the tymc I hade hunted oute the partic 
that brought hit to tliis towne, wiche is one S"^ William Braggcs, 
Parson of Harveling^m here in the contreye. Which, when I 
fyrste had communicacton hym, affyrmed bolddye that he 
harde the Byssbope of Worcetutes sermone at PimUs Cromt 
wher (he said) the said Bisshope denayed all that he had 
prechid in tyme passed. ... So after long communicadon,this 
Impe of Antichrist confessid that he stode so fare of that be 
cowld not here what the Bisshope of Woroetur said, but my 
Lorde of London [Stokesley] tolde me so (saide he). Well 
(said I) ye ar a naughty shameles felowe thus to spred abrode 
suche abhominable lyes. . . . Yow maye lett my Lorde the 
Bisshope of Worcetur have knowlege of this mater, if hit so 
please you, for hit is to abhominable to be suffered, and all that 
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I have written you I wyll byde by hit As knoweth God, who 
preserve you. From Calles, ut supra, 

Yourcs to his power, 

WlLL*M StEVYNS." 

(iMUrs and Pt^rs^ Heniy viii, voL 104, fa 32 1.) 

iSS^t July. John Stokesley, Bishop of London, to Thomas 
Bedell. 

• This is to signifie unto you that it lyked my Lorde Preve 
Scale [Cromwell] after his dcpartour from the Chapitour House, 
was well contentid that I shulde sende unto his Lordeschipe 
the names of soche as 1 Uiuwght meete to occupie the Crosse 
here untill Michaelmas. And his Lordeschipe wolde upon the 
Yew of their names and the remembrance of odres [others] 
make a convenient mixture, and soo appoint against this next 
momyng soche as shulde occupie the same Crosse for this saide 
tyme untill Michaelmas. Wherfor I pray yow to ddyver this 
day this schedule enclosed unto his Lordeshipe, for the sude 
con^deracion and purpose, etc, as my truste is in yow. Vale. 
Yon of tholde manere, 

Joannes London. 
To the right honorable M"" Bedell, oone of the Kynges moste 
hcnorable Counsell." — (jMUrs and Papers^ Heniy viii, vol. 105, 
fa 198.) 

fTo l« contmned.] 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 



u 



NPUBLISHED MSS. relating to the Homb Gountibs 
In the Collection of P. C. Kushen. 

[CoDtumed from voL is, p. 313.] 

1739. Draft deed of pwtnenhip between John Chtplyn, QtiaeD and Hftber- 

dasher of London, and George Kent of Lndgate Hill, L nf! Mercer, to trade as 
Mercers for 7 years, from 29 Sept. then nest, with the jomi stodc of £2,400 in 
money and wares to be subscribed in moieties, in die shop, &c. , of a messuage then 
taken on lease for 21 years, and known as the Wheatsheaf and Crown, on tlic north 
side of Ludgate Hill, then in possession of Tliomas Hinton, mercer, and in the 
pari&h of St. Maftin*s, Ludgate, the rent being ^^70 per anntun, each partner takii^ 
* moie^ of Che net profits. 14 pp. 
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1732 Dnft deed of purtnership b e t w e en John Ptaicu of London, Meicbuit, end 

Abraham Purcas of rx:>ndon, Merchant, to trade as Merchants for 7 years, in iht 
warehouse on Ludgate Hill, with the joint stock of ;^I2,000, sttbschbed in moietiei, 
each partner to take a moiety of the net profits. 26 pp. 

1727* 3 October. Agreement between John Mosden, Citizen and Draper of 
London, and Edward Baugh, Citizen and Painter Stainer of London, and 
Matthew Hewytt, Citizen and Grocer of London, to enter into a partnership 
before 29th Sqitember then next, to trade as ICereen at the house of the 
said Baugh, known as the Wheatshcaf and Star, on Ludgate flill, for 7 years, 
with a joint stock of ;^7,50O, ;^3,cxx> being subscribed by Mosden, ;^3,ooo by 
Bang^ and £1,500 by Hewytt ; the rent of the home to be taken as i^7o per 
annum, and the p?irtners to di\4de the profits in the proportion of 2/5^ to MofideOf 
2/5'*" to Baugh, and 1/5'^ to Hewytt. Signed and sealea by all partiea. 

1710^ 8 September. Indentures of Apprentioeship between Isaac Cos of 
Streatham, co. Surrey, Yeoman, and Hannah Cox, spinster, his daughter, and 
Susanna Chamber lain of the parish of St. Martin's, Ludgate, Mantua Maker, 
wbereby it was agreed tbat the said Hannah dioold dwell with and serve die said 
Chamberlain as an Apprentice for 3 years then next, the said Isaac supplyinjj her 
dress and the said Chamberlain her food, board and washing ; and she also agreed in 
consideration £4 to teadi Ae sakl Hannah the making of mantnas, pettiootli^ 
scarves, and tnen*s gowns. Signature and scab removed. Endofsed with reodpt 
f<w jCa signed by Susanna Chamberlain. 

1687, 23 September. Dnft Indemnity by James BonnhiFen of Oxfcm!, Malster, 
to hold Sarriin l ^fetcaIfe, Citizen and Upholder of London, indemnified from 
actions, Sto., concerning the teaching of his trade to John Bonniwell, son of the !>aid 
James, who had been s{ipfei^ioed to Um onder indentares of 19 September, 1683, 
for 7 years, during the remaining 3 jtm, wludb had been sgncd to be gm to 
the said John. 2 pp. 

1700, 30 September. Draft Indentures between Edward Bee, Citizen and Painter 
Stainer g[ London, and Geoi^e Bingley, Citizen and Skiimer of London, whereby 
Bingley, in consideration of a dissolution of a partnership then lately existing 
between them, and of ^^Soo paid to him in respect thereof, agreed to serve Bee in the 
bade of a Meveer for 2 years then next, or for one year only with one month's 
notice and a paVTrient of /'20 tn Be'?, who \v:i^ ?o provir!!' boTrd and Isxiging. ^ pf 

1700, 19 August. Dtail ludciiluicb ul Appr e^uice^hlp i^etween Jemima Mackey, 

?»inster, daughter of John Mackey, then late of London, Mariner, and Robot 
vcrint'ham. Citizen and Stationer of London, whereby Jemima put herself 
apprentice and household sen^t to Everingimm for 5 years then next ; he was to 
teach her the business of sritrihing books and pnyride her with boaid, lodpn^ 
dolhes and washing' I 

**BmcH'8.'' — In these days of efiacement of London's landmarks, it is 

pleasant to record that the artistic frontage of our old friend, "Birch's," 

situate at 15 Comhill, E.C., has of late uudergone an elaborate painting 
and scraping, with a view, let us hope, to further prolonged preser- 
vaiioQ. I take it there are few shop fronts left to us in the Metropolis 
of the type of this noted confecdoner^s, with its smaU panes and 
elegant hofderings, or one where windows have been ^'diened" in so 
cunous a style, and with so little variation, for centuries. 

How the familiar double doors have contrived to hang together for 
so many years is a marvel. But there they are to-day, just as active as 
ever. May they long continue to swing gaily at the entrance oi liiat 
sHm, five«toried house of turtle soup and punch renown 1 

Hampstead. Ckil Clarks. 

74 



Digitized b\ 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

History of Barkino Ambey (vol, ix, p. 212) — In the July number 
of the Nome Counties Magazim it is stated : — 

(1) That Queen Maud* wife of King Henry I, was one of the 
most important and well-known of the Abbesses of Barking. 
(3) That she also founded the Leper Hospital at Ilford 
T venture to ask if thrrc is nny historical or documentary evidence 
which would throw any light on these two points. 

As regards the first point, it is true that Lysons, in his Environs of 
London^ states that Maud, Queen of Henry I, took the government of 
the Abbey into her own hands, and further that Maud, Queen of 
King Stephen, followed her aunt's example, but soon resigned, and was 
succeeded by Adeliza ; but no authority is given. The last edition of 
Dugdale's Monastkon merely says, " It is stated " that Queen Maud 
was Abbess, etc. 

As to the second point, Lysons and others say that the L.eper 
Hospital at Ilford was founded by Adelisa. 

As the history of Barking is involved in so much obscurity, it would 
be interesting to know if any evidence can be given in support of these 
two statements. — K.A.V.P. 

Old Conduit, IsLEwoRTH.^Opposite the gates of Syon House, 

Isleworth, Osterley Lane leaves the high road, and leads northwards 
over a branch of the J., and S.W. Railway to Osterley Park. From 
the bridge which shortly carries the lane over the railway, on looking 
westward may be seen in a field, on the north side of the line, a small 
square building of ancient red brick, apparently an old conduit bouse 
of Tudor or earlier date. The writer would be glad to hear ofoany 
particulars of it, or if it has had any connection with the df ?^tr yed 
monastery hiiildings of Syon House. When visited by some members 
of the Archaeological Cycling Club some time back, it was seen to 
have early stonework in we lower part of the walls, with irregular small 
brickwork above^ and to have been repaired at a later date with 
modem bricks. The entrance is by a four-centred arched doorway, 
with stone dressings, and there is one tiny window. Within the wall is 
an old lead cistern, and a pointed brick arch over a channel still con- 
veying water from a direction at an angle to the building. — S. F. S. 

Pt^ ^VTER AT Graveney Church, Kbmt. — ^There are two pieces of 

Pewter in this church, viz. : — 

(i) A disli al>out 6 in. across and about 2 in. deep, marked 
underneath with a Cruwn and (? Rose). 

(s) A flagon-shaped vessel with no lip^ handle, or lid, about 9 in. 
high, having underneath the name Alderson. 
Are these a Lavabo, or used at the font for baptism ? What is there 
probable date ? Alderson may have been a local Faversham maker, 

as Graveney is only three miles from that town. 

Chalmers, Wynn Road, Tankcrton, Kent. Arthur Hussey. 
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PoNTiFEX Family. — I should be gl id of any information as to who 
the pnrents were of Sir William Pontifrx, a Catholic Priest He was 
Chaplam at the Church of St. Mary Magdalen in the parish of East 
Ham, Essex. In bis Will, dated 'Qtb June, 15 17, he desires to be 
burifid within the churchyard of St Mary Magdalen of East Ham. 
He mentions Thomas Guge and Wittiara Guge, his Godchildren, and 
his niece, Agnes Guge, wife of Thomas Guge. The Will was proved 
loth July, 1518, in the Consistory Court of London. 
Dublin Castle. Peirck G. Mahony, Cork Herald. 



REPLIES. 

HARLESDEN and Willesden Siklling (vol. p. 64; 

vol. ix, pp. 156, 317). — WHiilsi appreciating Mr. Dexter's 
complimentary reference to my thirst lor information, I 
should like to point out that owing to my desire to be 
oondse, my remarks on Harlesden have been misunderstood. The 
earliest name of the place wis Heorowulfes-tun, and of this word there 
were of course many variations as time went on. Mr. Meiklejohn had 
stated (vol. viii, p, 164) that the original name was Heorowulfes-t/^«, 
and the use of the word " invariably " in my remarks was intended to 
apply to the termination only. I wanted to show that the last con- 
stituent of the name was tun and not ^m. Mr. Dexter gives an eicqh 
tional instance — H'lesdon — but this was probably a clerical error of the 
scribe. The curious point is that the two places, Harlesden and 
Willesden, have been each given in modern times a termination which 
does not properly belong to either, and which in the latter case denotes 
the exact opposite of the original word. Den is the A.S. dnm^ a 
valley (misprinted denn^ vol. ix, p. 156), but originally the tenninatioiis 
were in one case, il-n, an enclosure ; and in the other, diitn^ a down or 
hill. It is a pity that the intelligent " local authority," in whose 
hands these matters rest, cannot bring about a reversion to the more 
correct spellings of Harleston and Willesdon. Perhaps this reform 
might be undertaken in connection with the movement for the incor- 
poration of Willesden.— W. F. PRiDBAtnc 

Tot" IN Place-N.\mes (vol. ix, p. 315). — In such words as Tothill of 
Toothiil, the first syllable is derived from the A.S. &Ham^ to peep, or 
spy about A *'tot>hiir' was an elevation from which a look-out 

could be kept over the surrounding cowntr}'. The name is fairly 
common everywhere. A son of mine at this moment is re^^iding in 
Toothiil Koad, Loughborough. Tottenham signifies the ham ot lota 
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or Tott.i, a not uncommon A.S. name. Prof. Skeat thinks it probably 
signifies a spy or look out man. Totterdown in Surrey is probably 
referable to the same name, ihe r being inirusivc, as in Totternhoe in 
Hertfoidshire. Tooting may be either a participial fonn from tSHoM^ 
or 9l place inhabited by the Totingas or descendants of Tota* 
Personally, I incline to the fonner view. — ^W. F. Pridiaux. 

St. Alban and Odense (voL ix, p. 313). — I have received a commu- 
nication from Mbs Jbrgensen of Copenhagen on this subject. This 
lady's opinion is deserving of respect, as she has devoted much time to 

historical research in Denmark and in England, and has recently been 
awarded the Gold Medal of the Danish Royal Society for an essay on 
the ancient connection between the Churches of England and 
Denmark. Miss Jorgensen £^rees with Herr Rasmussen that the 
supposed relics of St Alban at Odense were taken there by Canute VI 
(St Canute) on his return from one of the expeditions tO ^g**nd. 
As the authority for this theory, T/ie Passion of St. Canute^ was written 
at Odense shortly after the year 1095, about 25 years after the 
return to Denmark of the first expedition m which Canute took part. 
She says, however, "Herr Rasmussen is wrong in stating that the 
Gennan St. Alban was known in Denmark earUer than the En|;lish 
one,** and that " the early Danish calendars were copied sometimes 
from English and sometimes from German sources, and accordingly 
they give both 21st and 23nd June as St. Alban's Day." (See also 
Freeman's Norman Conquest for evidence of Canute having been a 
member of the expeditions to England in 1069-70 and 1075.) — 
Wm. R. L. Lowb» St Albans. 

Sir Henry Mildm.w (vol. ix, p. 276). — The October instalment of 
Mr. Dawson's valuable article on Wanstead begins by stating that Sir 
Henry Mildmay was the purchaser of Wanstead, and lower down 

suggests that it was given to him by King James. I have it that he 
boTicrht it with his wife's money from the Duke of Buckingham, and 
that it was said to be worth ;^iooo per annum at that time. It h also 
stated that Sir Henry sat three times at the trial of Charles I, but m 
&ct he sat on January 6th, loth, 15th, aoth, 33rd (twice), 25th and 
fl6th>~eight times out of the twenty-two sittings ; once in Westminster 
Hall, and the other times in the Painted Chamber. Alderman 
Haliday's name is spelt with one / on his tomb in St. Lawrence Jcwiy 
Church. — Hkrb£ri St. Joun-Miudmay, LieuL-CdL 

Hogarth's ''March to Finchlxy" (vol ta^ p^ 3i5).~Mr. C6z will 

find in the following transcript from William Ho^ar^ ("The Makers 

of British Art ") by Professor G. Baldwin Brown, the information of 
which he is m search : — "The ' New Road,' now called the Maryh bone 
and Euston Roads, had been previously laid out as an improvement on 
narrow and crooked lanes leading eastward from Padding ton, but it 
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iros a country road and made no alteration in the Actual town. Soon 

after h had skirted the country hamlpt of Marylebone, it paired what 
was known as Tottenhall, Tottnam, or Tottenham Court, an okl manor- 
house quite in the fields, beside a turnpike on the road from bt- Giles's 
to Hampstead, just where the ' New Road ' was crossed by it. Near 
this point were one or two places of entertainment^ so that the whole 
foimed a little hamlet. The spot is at the present junction of Totten- 
ham Court and Euston Roads. In Hogarth's time there were ^rdens 
here called the * Adam and Eve," and opposite them a Lavern with the 
sign of the * King's Head.' Here he fixed the scene of perhaps the 
most fiimoiu of aSl his pictures and plates — the * March of the Guards 
to Finchley/ and it is a fact of much interest that at this very day an 
* Adam and Eve ' faces a ' King's Head' public-house at the corners of 
Hampstead and Euston Roads, and they are the lineal successors of 
the houses shown in Hogarth's print The first side street up Hampstead 
Road is now called ' Eden Street,' and this is a relic of the * Paradise ' 
attached as a garden to * Adam and Eve.' " 
Carlisle. S. Buttbrworth, Major. 

(lAte Royal Army Medical Corps). 

Hogarth's; "March to Finciili:y" (vol ix, p. 315). — The scene of 
the picture is laid at Tottenham Court Turnpike, at the junction of the 
present Tottenham Court Road with the Euston Road. The Hamp- 
stead Road is seen stretching away to the north. The " Adam and 
Eve " tavern is shown on the left of the picture, and the " King's 
Head " on the right. There is a good description of the picture in 
St. Fancras N^Us and Qtunes, p. aia. — W. F. Frideaux. 

Staplbton Family at Dorkikg (voL ix, p. 316).— My query unda 
this heading has elicited an obliging communication^ by post, from a 
Godalming gentleman, who mentions •* Stapleton House," in South 
Street, Dorking. He tells me that it was formerly occupied by Mr. 
Heathfield Young (after whose death it remained empty for some 
years) ; that some part of the house dates from the 17th century ; and 
that latterly it has been converted into "Stores," and the garden 
destroyed, presumably for building-land. But my correspondent is 
unable to tell me when or from whom " Stapleton Hotise " acquired its 
name. I should be pleased to knovr whether s'lrli information be oa 
record. — A. Stapleton, 158, Noel Street, Nottmgham. 
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HIGHWAYS AND Byways in Kent, by Walter Jerrold; with 
illiistntions by Hugh ThomsoD. Macmfflan ; pp. 447; 
6s, net. 

Mr. Jerrold and Mr. Thomson iucft achieired a notable saooeas in tUi vohmet 
which IS one of the best of an excellent series. Mr. Jerrold is, indeed, a guide after 
our own heart. Bright, chatty, learned, full of antiquarian and legendary lore, with 
A wealth of appropriate quotation, this book will at once commend itself to all lovers 
of Kent, wfaOBcr "Men of Kent" or •♦Kentish Men," or mere "foreigners." The 
aathoT «wms equally at home with his theme, whether he us th sc ril inLi; ;i cathedral, a 
castle, a city, aii uld-fashioned village, or a landscape, or whether he is pauiting some 
historical event, or recording (and sometimes poking quiet fun at) some local legend. 
As for *>Tr Th -^mson's sketaies, of which there are more than 150, those wh-^ .idmire 
his Work (and who does not?) will find him here at his licst. Kent is in many ways 
one of the most beautiful and most interesting of EnglL^h Counties, and the publishers 
are to be cnnp^ratolatcd on having found an ideal oombinatioa of anthor and anist to 
do it full justice. 

Thb Surrky Parish Rigistsr Sociciy; voL iv. 

We have hero, In one volume, the Registers of Farleigh, Tatsfield, Wanboroagh, 
and Woldingbam, of which Mr. K. Garraway Kice, F.S.A., edits Farleigh and 
Wanboroog h , Mr. W. Bmce Bannennan, F.S.A., Tatsfield, and Mr. Banwrrman 
and Mr. P. G. Palmer, Woldingham. In each case there are illustrations of the 
church, cojnes of monumental inscriptions in church and churchyard, and full indexes 
ef peisons and places. The next kcgisiers to be issued are Addington, Cbdsham, 
and Wartingham, edited by Mr. Bannoman, the Hon. Sec of the Societj. 

Allegations for Marriage Licenses issued by the Commissary 
Court of Surrey between 267J and 1770, transcribed and edited 
fay Alfred Ridley Bax, F.S.A. Norwich: Goose & Son 

We are lost in admiration of Mr. Bax's courage in starting a work of such 
magnitude and his perseverance in completing it. To copy and edit 708 pages, 
averaging some thirteen or fourteen entries on each, and to prepare an index filUng 
162 pages in double columns, is a task in face of which tbe stoutest heart might 
quail. Mr. Bax has earned the lasting gratitude of all persons, present and to come, 
interested in Surrey genealogy. We extract the following liil of uncommon Christian 
names from the introduction. IVimttn: Achaa, Aphara, Anastasia, Aquila, Avarillar, 
Bathana, Hedia, Bathia, Cassandra, Damaris, Dionisia, Dufiner, Dulcil>ella, 
Kniniaiitta, Emlin, Grachauna, Gratitude, Hephzibah, Israel, Jacubinca, Jaminia, 
Kimbra, Melior, Pamelia, Parthenia, Patemiller (can this be a corrupt form of the 
old English name Parnel, generally latinized as Petronilla?), Protesia, Silvestria, 
6ina, Statira, Temperance, Tryphena, and Virgin; men: Ananias, Bivel, Chruso- 
nbUns, Demetrius, Dcodatus, Derik, Gershom, llaman, Naaoeth, Ofiptiog, Ono, 
riew. Unlove, Troth, Zacbens, Zenas, and Zeoler. 

Crimormb and thb Latbr Lohdon Gardens^ by Watwidc Wroth. 
Elliot Stock ; pp. vtii, 103 ; 6s. net 

Mr. Wroth's work on Lmdm Pleasmn Gardens «f tJU BigHtmA CmOmy is wdl 

known to all interested in London topography and social hisitory, and here we have 
tbc slory brought down to our own times. The list is a fairiy long one, though most 
of these resorts are now forgotten even by name. The preservation and record of the 
hinoiy of these plaoes cf iccieation ia useful wodc, and lU value will increase in time 
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to come, as the people who are old moagh to remember them join the great oiajorin. 
Mr. Wroth lias been moat snooesifvl in making a readable boMc, and be adds gieaOjr 

to its value as a permanent work of reference by giving lists of illustrations and 
newspaper accounts, etc The volume is well illustrated, with reprodoctioos of old 
prints, plans, tickets of admisrioi, and so on. There is a good index. 

Where to Live Round London ; Souiliern side. With a chapter 
on the geology and subsoils by W. H. Shrubsole, F.G.S. Edited 
by Piescott Row. Second editioa Homeland Refeienoe Bods ; 
pp. 304 ; IX. net 

A useful and well -compiled handbook to the suburbs and towns on the southern 
side of London ; it covers a wide rac^e, indudij^ Basingstoke, firtthtoo, Hcnlgr* 
Hovduun, Maidenhead, and Vinndaor, bat it is diirciilt to nnderrtana why a nambcr 
of places in Middlesex, such as Acton and Ealing, are inserted. Details are given at 
to railway fares, rents, rates, schools, recreations, places of worship^ and so 00. 
There are numerous illustrations and some useful maps. 

Northampton, with its surroundings, by S. S. Campion, J. P. ; with 
notes on the Geology of the district by Becby Thompson, t .C.S., 
F.G.S., Botany by H. N. Dixon, M.A., F.L.S., and Ornithology 
by the Rev. W. A. Shaw» M.A. Homeland Association; pp* 
107 ; 6d. net 

This is one of the best of Homeland Handbooks yet published ; Northampton and 
Mr. Campioa are alike to be congratulated. The historical sketch of the town, and 
die descnjption of its streets and Doildtngs ate excellent work ; the illnstntions sie 
well clioscn and printed. In &c chapter dealing with the neij^libourhood are capttal 
accounts of Althorp and the Spencers, Castle Ash by and the Comptons, EuVi 
Barton wiA its Saxon tower, Brington and the Washinj^ons, and Holdenbgr HooMk 
Tlir bibliography might be enlarged and improved ; dates of pu!)lication should be 
given. The index is poor. We notice one new feature. The frontispiece is a nice 
coloored repreaentstion of die anus of the bonmgh, two lions supporting a tower. 
This is an exMlleiit idcft, ud we bope it will be lepotled in «U new vohunes and 
new editions. 

Excavations on trb Sitb of ths Roman Fortkiss at Pkv£NSIT. 

First Report. 2S» 6d. 

All visitors to Eastbourne are familiar with the ruins of Penensey, with its towcTin| 
Roman walls and its Norman castle in the comer. Arclucologists have long vtrfftt 
that a thorough examination of the sight should be made, but it was not until the 
autumn of last year that work wa? heimn, though Roach Smith and Lower had done 
a Utile desultor)' digging in 16^2. i he result of the first seas.m'.s work is embodied 
in this Report, the precursor, it is to be hoped, of many. A portion about the 
middle of the north wall was thoroughly trenched and explored, and though no 
important remains were found, tlie result is not without interest. A coosidendik 
nmnber of tiled beatths were found, nmning paiallel to the wall, and from eighfteoi 
to nineteen feet apart. No foundations were found round these, and there were 
indications that they had been enclosed by struaures of wood and wattle. Early 
Roman coins and pottery were foond in conjunction widi these iiearths, but ttie 
question of their date must remain open for the present. Parts of the walls and 
bastions have also been examined, with interesting results. Much renmns to be 
done, and fends are nrgently needed if the work is to be oontinned. It woold 
certainly l>e a great pity if ilic excavations were stopped for lack of supjAirt. and we 
hope that some of our readers will contribute. Subscriptions may be sent U 
Mr. L. F. Salsaannn, 10, Orange Street, I^dccster Square, W.C 
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THE PARISH OF SANDERSTEAD. 



By William C. Dbndy. 

NOW that this parish on the breezy Surrey downs, which 
was until quilc recently a purely agricultural and 
pastoral district, is rapidly becoming more populated, 
fcHrming, as It does, a suburb of the busy town of 
Cro} dun, a few notes as to its history will perhaps be welcome 
to Uiose whose interest lies more especially In the County of 
Sttrrey« 

The Parish of Sanderstead is bounded on the north by 
Addington» on the east by Farley, on the south by Warling- 
ham, and on the west by Coulsdon and Croydon; it has an 
area of 3 1 5 1 acres, and its highest elevation is about 562 feet 

above sea-level. 

The earliest mention of this place is found in the will of 
Duke Alfred, 871 a d., \\hcre it is written Sonden sft'de]^ the 
name is probably derived from sur/dy and sted^, meaning 
"sandy place," a name very appropriate, considering the 
chaiacter of the soil. 

The following is an extract from Dotnesday Bouk relating to 
the parish : — 

The Abbey of St. Peter of Winchester holds S.indestede, In the 
time of K)n^ Edward it was rated for i8 Hides, now for 5 Hides. 
There is land ftv 10 ploughs, of which one is demense, and theie ai* 
21 Villans and i Cottar with 8 ploughs. There are 4 serfs. Wood 
for 30 Hogs ; in the time of King Edward it was worth locw^ 
alterwards ;£7, and now ^^12, yet it yields j^i5. 

Among the deeds relating to the manor is an early and inter- 
esting one of the time of King John, with the seal partly 
broken, of the Abbey of Hyde (at Winchester) attached. It is 
an exchange between John, Abbat of Hyde, and Hugh de 
Wrongeham, of half a hide in Sanderstead belonging to the 
former, for some land called Papeholt. This John was John 
Suthill, Prior of Cluny ; he succeeded in 1181, went in 1185 to 
Rome to bring back the pallium for Baldwin, Archbishop-elect 
of Canterbury, and died in 1222, which would fix the date of 
this deed between those years. In 1539 Heniy VIII gave 
license to the Abbat to alienate the manor to Sir John Gieaham, 
but the dissolution taking place shortly after, on the 4th 
November, 1540, the King granted to Sir John die manor and 

* Birch, CarhUarium Saxomam, ii, 195. 
, VOL. X. 81 G 



Digitized by Google 



THE PARISH OF SANDERSTEAD. 

the advowson of the Rectory and the church. In 1 591 Richard 

Gresham, grandson of Sir John, sold the manor to John 
Ownsted of Addington, who was Serjeant of the Carriages to 
Queen Elizabeth for 40 years, as mentioned on his monument 
in the church ; the duty of his office was to provide carriages 
for the Queen and her servants on her removal from one house 
to another and on her progress, and was not a military employ- 
ment, althoujjh the figure on hi.s monument is in armour. The 
manor then descended from the Ownsteds, tliruugh the 
Atwoods and the Wigsells, to the Arkwrights, the present Lord 
of the Manor being Mr. Ksmh Arkwright 

The parish church, dedicated to All Saints, is ^tuate on the 
road leadii^ from Sanderstead to Addington ; it is built of 
flints with stone quoins and window frames, partly in the 
Perpendicular style. The edifice is a small one, consisting of 
nave and chancel, with north and south aisles extending the 
length of the nave only, and separated by obtuse arches. At 
the west end is a slender tower, rough cast, containing two 
bells, and surmounted by a shingled spire. The entrance is by 
a porch on the south side. In the east window, a triplet in the 
Decorated style, were some slight remains of painted glass. 
The organ is at the west end of the church. In 1832 the 
chancel was completely renovated by the Rev. John Courtenay, 
the Rector, and in 1847 the church was thoroughly restored at 
a cost of 100. The present Rector is the Rev. Gialuim Jones. 
A new District Church has recently been erected near Parley 
Beerches for the acoommodation of residents in the lower pait 
of the parish. 

In the church are several interesting monuments. On the 
north wall of the chancel is the bust of a young man in a lafgc 
flowing wig, and underneath the bust is the following epitaph 
"Here lies a Youth who Virtue's Race had Run 
When scarce his years of Man-hood were Begun. 
So swift a Progress call'd for early Rest 
And plac'd his Soul Betimes among the Blest 
Another such our Age despairs to find 
Of charming Person and accomplish'd Mind 
Where manly Sense and sweetest Temper join*d. 
But Fame's large Volumn wou'd be fiU'd to tell 
Those Qualities in which he did excell. 
Then, Reader, dropp a Tear, and only say 
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Death saw the Virtuous Youth prepar'd to Pay 

Great Nature^s Debt— and Call'd Befofe its Day." 
Over this flattering inscription are the arms of the MeiUsh 
family, and a Uack marble gravestone on the floor informs us 
that the young man was " Henry MelUsh of this Parish ; he 

died on November i8th, 1693, in the 23rd year of his age." 
There are other stones on the floor of the church recording the 
decease of other members of the family of Mellish, one of whom, 
a merchant of the Levant, was " a person truely generous, who, 
ha ving with great virtue and industry indured the incoii- - 
venicnccs of several yeares' travell in foreii^n countries, which 
contracted a lingering weakness on his body, died in 1677." 

On the south wall of the chancel is a monument of white 
marble, with a kneeling effigy in armour; the inscription 
runs: — 

"Here lieth buried the Bodie of John Ownsted» 
Esquier, servant to ye most excellent Princess and 
our dread Soveraigne Queene Elizabeth, and Seijant 

of her Ma*^'^ Cariage by space of 40 yeres; he 
died in y« 66 yere of his age, on the 9th of August^ 

1600" 

Another mural tablet has the following inscription : 
"Sacred to the Memory of 
Henrietta Mildred Smith, 
Widow of Oswald Smith. 
Bom 6th January, 1805; Died 19th November, 1891, 

Leaving at her death 
One hundred and eleven 
Direct Surviving Descendents. 
" Her children arise up and call her blessed." 

Prov. 36, V. 38. 

At the east end of the south aisle is a low altar tomb on 
which is a full-length effigy in white marble of a lady in a 
winding sheet lying upon a mat ; her head rests on a cushion* 
and her right hand is placed over her heart. The execution of 

the figure is unusunlly c^ood, and from the inscription, which is 
in Latin, we iearn th;it it was sculptured in memory of Mary, 
daughter of Matthew Bedell, Esq*"*-', and the wife in succession 
of Ralph Hawtrey and Lewis Audeley, Esquires. She died in 
1655 aged 45. 

The full text of this inscription is as follows ; — 
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Maria 

Mathaei Bcdelli A rmigeri filia 
Radvlphi Haw tret Vxor & Vidua 
Lvdovico Avdleio Annigero Rcnvpta 
FiLiviH ptperit Lvdovicom Franciscavi Filiam 
MvLier Opti>na Melior Mania 
Post secvndi Cotiivgii Septenne Cvrricvlvm 
DivHna mfirmitaU Victa Vidrix patimtia 
Du JvuH xxix Anno CkrisH MDCL V 

AttaHs Svat 4,$ DworHvm smsit 
A MoU Corporis hand Amar€ conivgis 
Qvippi Radolpki tvmvlo Ludouid pecU^rg condiia 
Viraq. Vidvaia, fit coftsors Vtrivsq, sine Zelotypia 
Dvtn Anima Feliciori Contvbemio Censors Cttrlitum 
Redivivi Corporis perennes expectat Nvptias 
Hie iam sepvlti^ mox hinc proditvri. 
The churchyard is entered from the road through a lych- 
gate, and contains some fine old yews. Near the entrance c^ate 
is a tomb to the memory of Sir Francis Bond Head, who died 
in July, 1875 ; he was a veteran of the Napoleonic wars, having 
fought at Quatre Bras and Waterloo; he became Lieutenant 
Governor of Canada and quelled a rebellion there in 1837. 

The parish register dates from the year 1565 and is in 
excellent preservation ; it is, however, singularly devoid of 
those touches of interest and of parodiial and family gossip 
which many of these early registers contain. 

Close to the church is Sanderstead Court the manorial 
residence^ a spacious mansion of red brick» erected in the reign 
of Charles II, as appears from the date on the south front, 
1676. Over the entrance is a shield with the arms of Atwood, 
the lord of the manor, who built the house — a lion rampant 
between three acoms, surmounted by his crest, a woodman's 
axe. The principal apartment is the hall, which occupies two 
storey"^ of the house; the ceiling is supported on fluted columns 
with Corinthian capitals, similar in character to those some of 
the civic halls in London of the same date. A few years ac;o a 
secret chamber was discovered behind the chimney in the great 
hall, but this has since been partially closed up. Considerable 
additions were made on the nui lh side some years a<;o, and new 
offices and stables have been built. There is a tradition that 
Queen Elizabeth once slept here, and one of the bedrooms 
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ts called the Queen's room; there is nothing, however, about 
the room to give it an earlier date than the rest of the house^ so 
that If the Virgin Queen ever stopped at Sanderstead Cour^ it 
mast have been in another building. The house stands in a 
park of between 50 and 60 acres, in which are some stately 
elms. 

It has been stated that there was an old monastery in this 
parish, founded in the reign of King John, and that an old well, 
some 350 feet deep, which still exists, was within the precincts, 
and that traces of the foundations can be seen in a dry summer. 
It is said to have stood in the corner of the park, to the south- 
west of Sanderstead Court : that at the dissolution a manor- 
house was built out of the niaterials of it, and that the new 
building went by the name of Sanderstead Place, or the Place 
House. It is further recorded that it was a large old family 
residence; that its last occupant was a Captain Mercer, who 
had married into the Wigsell family, by whom it was pulled 
down and the ground tiirown into their park. There appears 
to be some doubt as to whether a monastry ever stood on 
die sight of the Place House, and more probably was an old 
grange belonging to the Abb^of Hyde; It is quite clear that 
there were two principal houses — the one called Sanderstead 
Court and the other Sanderstead Place — and as far back as 
1568 the Atwoods are described as of Sanderstead Court at the 
time when the Place House was in the possession of the 
Greshams. 

The village of Sanderstead is very small, consisting of the 
Rectory, some farm-houses, and some cottages. The Rectory, 
the first house on the right as one approaches the village from 
Croydon, is an old-fashioned brick-built house, erected in 1680, 
and lying well back from the road ; additions have been made 
to it from time to time. The parbh school was build in 1875, 
and close to this building are some quaint old cottages, one 
of which is the village post-office^ a board over the door 
announcing ^at one Ann Frosel is licensed to sell beer by 
retail, not to be drunk on the premises, and that she is a dealer 
in tea, coffee, tobacco, and snuff. Teetotalers will rejoice to 
hear that there is not a public-house within the confines of the 
parish. The modem portion of Sanderstead, consisting for the 
most part of " desirable villa residences," lies in the lower part 
of the parish nearest to Croydon, 
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Near Sanderstead Station, on the Croydon and Oxted line, 
is situate the most beautiful spot in the parish, known as 
Purley Beeches. This lovely beechwood, which is described 
by Mr. ]^asil Holmes, secretnry of the Metropolitan Public 
Gardens Association, in a letter to The It vies pleading for its 
preservation as boasting trees quite as fine as those in Burnham 
Beeches, is 13^ acres in extent and is now open to the public 
for ever. 

Some of the residents of Sanderstead subscribed for the rent 
and maintenance of the Beeches for several years up to 
February, 1907, when the option to purchase expired. A 00m- 
oiittee of the inhabitants, with Captain Alfred Carpenter, R.N^ 
as their secretaiy, succeeded in raising by private subscription 
the sum of ;f 1474 towards the prioe^ a 5400^ asked by the 
owner, Mr. Esm^ Arkwright, for the freehold, Ais price being 
about half the value of the land for building purposes. A poll 
of the parish was taken on the question as to whether the 
balance of the purchase money should be raised by the rate- 
payers, who fortunately, by 178 votes to 114, decided in favour 
oi this course being adopted. When one learns that, as a 
result, the rates are only increased by the small additi n of 
two-pence in the £^ which addition will automatically decrease 
as the loan is paid off, one can only stand aghast at the 
stupidity and short-sighted policy of the 114 ratepas ers who 
voted against the proposal. The writer, who has wandered 
through the leafy glades of this lovely beechwood in the early 
summer and has seen the various shades of green on these grand 
old trees, with the sunshine glinting here and there between the - 
branches, cannot but feel that it is a duty which one owes to 
posterity to have helped to the best of one's ability in the good 
work of acquiring this beauty spot for the enjoyment of the 
people for all time. 

Close to the main railway line to Brighton Is an old house 
called Purley House, or Purley Bury, which was formerly used 
as the dower-house of the manor, and is interesting as having 
been the residence of the regicide Bradshaw, and of John Home 
Tooke, the Author of the Diversions of Purley. John Home | 
started in life as Vicar of New Brentford, but in 1773 he threw 
up his Orders with the view of studying for the Bar ; uhile 
so engaged he afforded some assistance to a Mr. William Tooke, 
an old fncnd of his, in resisting an inclosure Biii, and ui return 
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for his services Mr. Tooke made him his heir, and he assumed 
the additional name of Tookr. On the breaking out of the 
American War, Horne Tooke vehemently attacked the cc ndnct 
of the Ministry'-, and opened a subscription for the widows and 
orphans of the Americans, " murdered," as he said, " by the 
king's troops at Lexington and Concord." The Ministry 
retaliated by prosecuting him for libel, and he was found guilty, 
coiuicmucd to pay a fine of £200^ anti to be imprisoned for 
twelve months. In 1801 Mr. Home Tooke entered Parlia- 
ment as the Member for Old Sarum, to which he had been 
nominated by his friend, LonS Camdford. This action of 
his gave rise to the principal church question at the beginning 
of &e last century, namely, as to whether a clergyman was 
el^ble to sit in the House of Commons, and, after some 
discussion, an Act was passed (41 George HI, Cap. 63), by 
which clergymen of the Church of England and ministers of 
the Church of Scotland were excluded from the House. The 
effect of this Act, which is still in force, was somewhat modified 
in 1870 by an Act (33 & 34 Vict., Cap. 91), which enabled 
clerg)'men to divest themselves of their Orders, in which case 
the)' may be elected to the House. The closing years of Mr. 
Tooke's life were spent in retirement at Purley; he died at 
Wimbledon in 18 12, and was buried at Ealing. 

Lying between Sanderstcad and Addington, but within the 
confines of the former, is the little village of Selsdon. In the 
early days of its history "Selesdune," as it was then called, 
formed part of the Manor of Sanderstead, but later on it became 
separated from It Selsdon Park is a handsome building 
situated on an eminence^ and commanding extensive views 
over Surrey and Kent ; it forms an example of tiie castellated 
Gothic character, with a conservatory from the designs of 
Messrs. Wyatt & Brandon in the Elizabethan style. 

On the right hand side of the road leading from Selsdon to 
Croydon is Croham Hurst, one of the finest open spaces which 
the writer has seen, and one upon the possession of v/bich the 
town of Croydon is to be congratulated. Croham Hurst is 
about 80 acres in extent, and consists of a tree-c!ad hill rising 
to a summit 477 feet above sea-level, whence a splendid view is 
obtainable. The Hurbt formed part of the original endowment 
of the Whitgift Hospital in Croydon, which was built in 1599. 
The steepest approach to the summit is up Breakneck liili, and 
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the path up this hill consists of beach pebbles, known as the 
Oldhaven Pebble Beds, thus proving that at one time Croham 
Hurst was a sea-cUE Every pebble of flint has had to be 
wormed out of the chalk by the gradual denudation of the 
chalk area, and then by constant attrition be reduced to the 
small beautifully rounded pebbles which, for the most part, 
form these beds. Portions of this same old beach are met with 
in small patches on the Downs as far south as Caterham. 

The botany of the Hurst is no less interesting than the 
geology. On the top the purple ling grows in profusion, and 
in the autumn presents a lovely appearance ; the purple heath 
and the dw arf furze are also found. Along the western border 
the greeny moschate! is common ; mosses, lichens, and fungi 
grow in profusion in their profiKir season, and other wild flowers 
that are met with are honeysuckle, wild thyme, small bumet, 
rock rose, hairy violet, and many other woodland plants. 

Croham Hurst came into the possession of the Croydon 
Corporation in 1901, and it is pleasant to think that as the sea 
of bricks and mortar flows round the base of this beautiful hill, 
the tide will be stayed there and will never cover it 

In conclusion, the following extracts from a quaint descrip- 
tion of the parish in 179$)^ by T. Harding, may be of interest to 
the reader : — 

" Proudly situate on a spacious eminence on one of the Surrey 
hills, at a small distance from Croydon, is the village of Sanderbtead ; 
remarkable, not only for the salubrity of its air and the beauty of 
its scenery (which is of the most romantic and perspective of its 
kind), but likewise from its seeming seclusion from the busy bustle 
of country towTis ; its almost inaccessible sides towards Croydon ire 
putly concealed by the luxuriance of woods, shubberies, and copses 
wldch neazly surround it In die mi^ of tins duster arises 
spiie of the parish church in awiul and unadorned sublimity, and 
this beautiful and rural v-lln-'f- it^ rntrn,:es, villas, and herds, 
presents to the view of the spectator the splendid and most pl^ising 
scene of rustic tranquility. 

''Its peaceful inhabitants, ignorant of the many wants which 
luxury excites, find comprised in the spot of their nativity every en- 
joyment they can imagine, and every convenience they can devise ; 
healthy, frugal, and laborious, they wake with the earliest dawn, and 
repair with cheerfulness to theur several occupations in the fieli^ 

''Animated by the desire of supporting their families, they pursue 
their tasks with ardour through the day, and, when the sun descends 
below the horizon, retire to their respective habitations with delight ; 
satisfied widi the necessaries of life, they enjoy with thankfulness the 
homely meal which awaits tfaem« and happy in the endeui^ 
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caresses of the partners of their choicf , nnd the children of their 
wishes, sink into that repose which industry invokes and content- 
ment afifords. 

** Flattering, indeed, is the fricttire which fiuicy lores to delineate 

of those who are ignorant of the manners and untainted with the 
vices of the world ; and if snrh a picture was e\ cr realised, it appears 
to be so in the lives and manners of the inhabitants of Sanderstead. 
Witlun its peaceful district intemperance is banished ; all is qoiet> 
ness and tranquility, and no noise (excepting the mdodious chaunt* 
ing of the hounds) disturbs this happy, tlirice happy spot. 

Here as to a little paradise the neighbouring citizens acquainted 
vith tiie proprietary, wnre wmt to resort fi>r the pt«u»nt enjoyment 
of social society, and the rural recreations of this fine country. And 
'twas not uncommon to see gentlemen of high rank and respecta- 
bility amusing themselves at this place with the peasants in the 
laborious, but healthy pursuits of husbandry. The soil about the 
village appears to be of a very luxuriant nature^ and abundantly to 
repay the toil of the husbandman. 

"The prominent situation of this village likewise affords a wonderful 
scope to assist the designer in tracing out some of the most pleasing 
picturesque landscapes of nature. The Royal Castle at Windsor, and 
the vessels gliding on the River Thames in clear days, add occasion- 
ally to the bcriutifu! prospects intervening, which are richly em- 
bellished with woods, cottages, and helds, finely cultivated, extensive 
downs, and sheepwalks well stocked. Although these beautilul 
scenes may in a great measure be overlooked by many who con- 
stantly reside on the spot, yet the inquisitive strr^nger who is an 
admirer of nature will find a vast fund of mental entertainment." 

After describing the church, the manor houses etc^ etc, Mr. 
Harding concludes :^ — 

This cursory description of Sanderstead being all that my short 
stay enabled me to attempt, I must recommend the curious stranger 
to visit those pleasing haunts, and thereby form a more tolerable 
idea of the situation of the place, fresh improvements to which are 
constantly being made, and add to those delightful prospects of the 
surrounding country which ate hete presented to the view of the 
contemplative traveller." 
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By Peter de Sandwich. 

[Gontbiiied from p. 34.] 
XXXIII,— TEYNHAM. 

1560. The chancel lacketh glazing* through the fault of 
Mr. Archdeacon. 

Our chancel is not lawful and^lacketh amendment, by my 
Lord of Canterbufy. 

Our vicar hath another benefice^ named Faversham.— (Vol 
1 560-S4, fol. 42). 

1 562. The churchyard is decayed through the fault of the 
farmer. 

The chancel is greatly in decay for lack of tyling and glazing, 
and the fault therein is in Mr. Archdeacon, 

They lack the Homilies for the gange days and the Book of 
Prayers. — (Vol. 1562-3). 

1563. That the churchyard lieth unclosed and uncomely, In 
the default of John Fyke, fanner of the Court-Lodge of 
Tenham, the fence being now decayed. — (Vol. 1 563-4). 

1 569. Rectory : — Impropriator the Archdeacon of Canter- 
bury. 

Vican^, in the patronage of the same. 
Vicar: — Richard Calver, M.A., who is married, does not 
reside, and has also the Vicarage of Faversham ; he preaches 

and has licence to preach 

Curate: — Dom. Richard Webb; he is married, has no 
benehce, does not preach, is not a graduate. 

Householders, 48. Communicants, 145. (p. 33). 

1 579- That Thomas Marshall hath not performed a legacy, 
by his brother Walter Marshall given to the poor, and his 
cause alleged is that the will is not proved ; and that he 
Cometh not to his parish church. — (Vol. 1577-^14, foL 14). 

158a Su under Badlesmete in vol vii, p. 212. 



1 581. We present that the Commination against sinnets is 
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not read accordinf^ly ; neither have we any service the 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

We have a Curate newly come ; whether he be licensed or 
no, we know not. 

Randolph Wilcock and his wife have not received the Holy 
Communion this year. 

Our Register Book is not kept because our Vicar is absent. — 
(Fols. 56-7). 

1583. That there is a glass window in the chancel broken, 
and some paving there to be amended. — (Vol 1577-84, fol, 
107). 

15S4. The churchyard is not sufficiently fenced. 

We have nunc that sayeth service but our Curate, except our 
clerk, some certain times when our Minister is otherwise busied 
in preaching. — (Vol. 1584-91, fol. 13). 

1593* Jc»bn Banister, Churchwarden, for that on some 
Sttn<by or Holy-Day, or one Sabbath Day since Easter last 
past, a sermon being made in the forenoon of the same day, 

and a sermon being made also in the afternoon of the same day 
in the church of Tenham, and warning being thereof given ; at 
the sermon in the afternoon there were not above six or a small 
number there present, the parishioners being at an ale and 
dancing in the same parish in contempt of law. 

When he appeared in Court, he stated : — That there was a 
poor woman who had provided a barrel of beer, but for that 
there was no company she could not sell her beer ; and saith 
there were minstrels there, being one Symons and Hunt of 
Faversham, but he knowetfa not of any dancing. — (Fol. 17). 

1 594. Our church being decayed by tempest of weather, we 
have made a cess for the repair of our church, and received 

some of the money ; and the rest we shall have, saving one 
Robert Watson, who doth deny to pay it, wherefor we do present 
him. The cess is 31; 41^!— (VoL 1 584-91, part 2 ; fol. 112). 

1604. That our Vicar is not resident as yet, and that he 
keepeth no hospitality among us, neither distribiiteth the 
fortieth part to our poor, yet we think his benefice £20 a year. 
— (VoL 1601-6, foL 129). 
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1606, We find that the Churchwardens of the last year were 
to give us a just account of such money as they have received, 
and how they have bestowed the same, Tlierefore we prr^cnt 
William Harris and John Brew5on, Churchwardens of the last 
year, for that they have not done accordingly. 

The vicarage house wants repairing, and therefore we present 
Mr. Christopher Pashley. — (Fol. 27). 

1608. That William Taylor and his man did work all or 
most part of St Matthew's day last 

On the 28 November, 1608, he appeared in Court and said :^ 
That on St Matthew's day last past, he and his boy did bind a 
little barley, which by reason of the wet weather was almost 
spoiled. — (Fol. 141). 

1 6 10. That Simon Pye, Churchwarden, having warning to 
provide wine for the celebration of the Holy Communion in 
Tenham church, within this month last, did provide wine but 
kept it by him in his pew or seat, and would not bring it to the 
Communion Table to be consecrated by the minister ; by 
reason whereof the communicants, then assembled with purpose 
to receive, did depart without receiving. 

On 17 September, when he appeared in the Court and 
stated: — That he did jjr n.ide bread and wine for the Com- 
munion, and brought it to the church ; but because the 
Minister, presently after his sermon ended, went up into the 
chancel, and there stood, and did not put on his surplice nor 
prepare himself to administer the Communion, he did keep the 
wine in his seat, and did not cany it up unto the Communion 
Table for the cause aforesaid. — (VoL 1606-10, foL 224). 

161 5. That our Churchwardens intend to buy a tin flaggon. 
—(Fol. 212). 

1626. John Sheppard and the Widow Tn'tton, for not 
repnirlng the east and south chancel of our church, whereby wc 
are most shamefully annoyed with pigeons. — (Vol 1610-17* 
part 2 ; fol. 270). 

1640. Mr. Jul in Stone, our Curate, for neglecting to read 
afternuun service upuii divers Sundays. 
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He doth not refuse to bury any that ought to be buried in 

Christian burial, only the child of Richard Daniell was broug^ht 
to church to be buried, and was kept in the church all night un- 
buried, by reason Mr. Stone was not to be found, — (VoL 1639- 
iii, fol. 39). 

[To be oontisaed.} 



THE FOREST OF MIDDLESEX* 

Bv Montagu Sharpe, DX. Middx. 

[Cdp ti a n cd from jk 15,] 

FROM the charters of the early Normui kings to the City 
of London, we find that during the Saxon rule the 
citizens had possessed rights of warren in the Chiltem 

district, and over Middlesex and Surrey, etc In order 
to ascertain the probable origin of these ancient privileges we 
must for the moment revert to Roman days. Under the Lex 
Coionica^ when the State brought settlers into a district, it 
assigned to them a considerable tract of country (linntes), 
through which roads were laid out, and at a central point 
(umbilicus) was built the town of the district, which became 
the ceiUre for local government, as well as a place of refuge in 
troublesome times. In this way the town of Londinium grew 
up, where six roads met on a low-lying dun protected by 
marshes. It is possible **tbat the pagus^ or the territory of 
London south of the Thames, extended to the Cray, as this 
was the bound of the citizens' right of chase in the Middle 
Ages . . . which may have been drawn from the rights of the 
Roman burghers." ' Thence perhaps along the wooded slopes 
abcjve the Cray, and the north downs of Surrey, as far as the 
old frontier of the Attrebates, and their intrenchments on the 
Wcy. North of the Thames it would include Middlesex, with 
some portion of the wild woodlands of the Chiltern district on 
the west of the county, up to the southern boundary of the 

* Thf .Making of England, Green. " The citizens have liberty of 
hunting iii Middlesex, Herts all Chiltron, and in Kent to the water of 
Cray." 1- iU Stephen, temp. Henry II. 
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Verulamium Municipium^ which probably ran along the upper 
Colne, Colney Street, London Colney, and Colney Hatch — 
names evidently originating^ from the London colony — 
and on the east included |>arts of Essex.* The territory was 
serveyed, and where the land was suitable for cultivation (ager 
culius) it was laid out into estates (centuriae) and given to 
settlers and retired soldiers. The rest, and by far the larger 
portion, consisting of forest, iicath, and marsh lands, remained 
public property, over which the inhabitants of the pagm (pro- 
vince) could hunt and sport and cut timber for their bouses or 
for fucL Evidences of Roman rural habitation in Middlesex 
have come to light at Chiswick, Ealing» Hanwell, Brentford, 
Highgate, Shepperton, and SuUoniacae, etc., and assuming that 
the Domesday vineyards originated under the decree of the 
Emperor Probus (A.D. 276-82) we may add Colham, Har- 
mondsworth, Kempton, and Staines. The principal stretches 
of public land would therefore be — the forest district along the 
northern and eastern sides of the county, the heath lands at 
Hoitnslow and Sunbury, EalinL,' and Hanwell south of the 
Uxbridge Road, Finchley, Hampstead and the moorland 
swamp above Staines. 

Towards the end of the sixth century, when the East Saxons 
captured Augusta (London), and overran Middlesex, their 
king, when distributing the estates of the conquered Romano- 
British inhabitants, seems to have reserved to himself the broad 
lands around Harrow, with an adjoining residence at Kingsbury, 
from whence the latter place took its name. This was only 
natural, for whoever held Harrow and Horsadun Hills hcW 
Middlesex in his hand,' and it is borne out by Domesday, 
which indicates the Manor of Harrow (and some other land at 
Stepney and Ebury) as of ancient demesne; The public forests 
and waste lands of the pagus of London now became the sibat 
ngis of the Saxon king, over which his citizens of Litndenbyr^ 

* The traditional right of the citizens of London to hunt in Epping Forest 
was claimed before the Epping Forest Cdmniissioners in 187 1, "but no 
documentary evidence could be found to support it '* The omission of Essex 
from the early Norman charters C/>^r!i ) points to the loss of the citizens' 
rights, when by the frith of A.D. 886 the iands east of the Lea and Wading 
Street went to Gimtliniin and the Dane taw, while London, Middlesex, etc* 
were placed under King Alfred's rule. 

* Merge^ an army. Horsa'dun^ the htU fort with the Sax<m standard 
the white mare. 
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continued to enjoy the hunting rights of its former inhabitants — 
though gradually the sHuob regis would be cut up into manors 
and given away. We have seen how Offa (755-<J4) gave to St. 
Albans, Stanmore, Kn field, and Edmonton ; and to SL Peter's, 
Staines, Ashford, and Teddington but the prescriptive rights 
of warren of the now important town of London could not be 
ignored, and so the inhabitants continued to exercise them over 
lands formerly common property, but now held by King, 
Abbat, and Thai^e." 

But the respective rights of manor lord and citizen were 
rutlilessly swept away by the Conqueror, and lai^e tracts of 
Middlesex forest and cultivated land turned into royal pre- 
serves ; for the St. Albaiis possessions had been forfeited as 
well as those of Harold's thanes, most of whom had either 
faUen at Hastings, or had fled away to escape the clutches of 
the Norman king.3 

The afforestation of the extensive Abbey lands in Herts soon 
followed upon the flight of Fretheric to the Ely Marshes, for the 
king sequestered the Abbey property and enjoyed its revenues 4 
until Paul was appointed to the Abbacy in 1077 ; and so the 
broad stretch of country from Hornsey to St. Albans was made 
a royal forest at the will of a powerful autocrat^ 

' Du^'dale's ^fon. Ang^. and Cod. Dip.y 55$. 

•As to the ancient law of the chase, Blackstone s:\y^ r "Among the 
Saxons there were woody and dei>ert txacis caiied the lorci>ts, which liaving 
never been disposed of in Ute first distributicm of lands were hdd tfierefine 
to belong to the crown, and these were filled with great plenty of game, 
which our royal sportsmen reserved for their own diversion on pain of 
pecuniary forfeiture for such as interfered with their sovereign. But every 
freebolder had die liill liberty of sporting upon his own territories provided 
he abstained from the king's forests, as is fully explained in die hiws of 
Cnut Afterwards, upon the conquest, the Norman race of sovercig^ns 
exceeded even their predecessors in the eager enjoyment of this branch of 
the prerogative : for not only did they extend the limits of die ancient forests 
by encroachment upon the lands, and lay out new ones at their pleasure 
without regard to private property, but they e^^tablished a particular system 
of forest law under colour of which the most horrid tyrannies and oppres- 
siuus were exercised. Stephens, Corns. I. 

'William '*loved the red deer as though be had been their fotfaer,"andis 
said to have held in England by right of conqoest upwards of sixty foresti, 
chases, and parks. 

* The King even sought to destroy the Abbey, but was hindered from so 
doing by Archbishop I<angfranc. On die death of Paul in 1093 the 
revenues were Ust some time appropriated by William II. 

* When bestowiqg • forfeited manor widiin diis Middlesex ** forest * upon 
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Bat this arbitrary action on the part of the Conqueror soon 
caused a discontent to arise in the counts a hich could not be 
ignored, and so we find his son, Henry 1 (1100-35) restoring 
by charter the right of the citizens oi London to 

" Their chaces to hunt as well and fully as their ancestors have 
had, that is to say in the Chilteni ' and in Middlesex and Surrey' 

Later on Richard I (1189-c^) and Henry HI confirmed this 
right of the citizens to have hunting wheresoever they had it In 
the time of Heniy I. Either Heniy and his successors did not 
allow in practice what they had granted on parchment, or what 
most likely happened was» that they allowed the citisens to 
resume their rights of warren within the limits of the old Roman 
pagus of London, excepting Essex and those places where the 
royal preserves had been established, in which naturally tiie 
best sport was to be obtained. But what with the change in 
ownership of the land consequent upon the upheaval at the 
Conquest, and with the extension, if not the creation, of two 
royal forests (Middlesex and Staines), with new boundary lines 
in the county, the bewildered inhabitants would hardly know 
where they could freely hunt without molestation. On this Dr. 
Stubbs observes: 

" The vast rxtpnsion of the forests with their uncertain boundaries 
and indefinite privileges had brouylit their [>fjcuH.ir jurisdictions and 
minute oppressions into every neighbourhood, and imposed on aO 
the mhabitants of the oottnties in which they hiy burdoisoiiie didiet 
and liabilities . . . the snares of legal chicanery, the tisk of oflbMC 
doae in ignorance, lay in double weight on aU." 

But the irritatioii of the people in Middlesex, as elsewhere, at 
these oppressive forest laws, was becoming more and more pfo- 
nounoed and could no longer be disregarded, and one of the 
early acts of Henry III (I2i6>72) was to grant, with the assent 

an adherent, William undoubtedly reserved his forest hghts. "All lands 
within a king s forest were never entirdy demesne ; there were vmoi 
woods which were private property, but they were subject to general forest 

jurisdiction, such as the free ingress and egress of the king's deer. Nor 
could the owners, without the king's licence, do anything, such as cleaning 
away growing timber for cultivation, building houses or sheds, establishii^ 
§oiige% or biirning charcoal, that might be hdd to do damage or csase 

annoyance to the deer." 

* Chiltriae — supposed to be the wild district which hty between WatiiflJ 
Street and the Chillern Hills from Dunsubie tu the ihames. 
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of his Parliament, the great Charter of the Forests, which, in 
brief, was to this effect : 

That all fiirests which King Henry II afiforasted shall he viewed, 

and if he made a forest more than his own demesne it shall be dis- 
afforested. That al! woods made forests by King Richard or King 
John shall be disafforested unless it be royal demesne. That no 
xoan shall lose life or limh for killing die king's deer, but may be 
fined or imprisoned, and That eveiy freeman might keep hawks and 
ayht his cattle in his own wood within a royal fovest, and drive his 
swine through royal demesne forest,* 

Camden observes that under this statute the Forest of Middle- 
sex was partially disafibrested, especially in those parts adjacent 
to London. It "gave the citizens art opportunity of purchasing 

land and building thereon, whereby the suburbs of the city were 
greatly increased."^ Notwithstanding the statute and previous 
charters to London, the Crown does not appear to have fully 
allowed the ancient rights of the citizens, for a century later 
Richard II granted in 1388 to the county of Middlesex, that 

" All the warren with the appurtenances be unwarrened and dis- 
afforested so that the citizens of London may have the franchises of 
the warren rniblemtshed." 

This may relate to r«jttenham in particular, which, as Lord 
Coleraine states in his history of that manor, " did of old belong 
to the Court, and was a pleasant place where the king's hawks 
were kept . . . there was abundance of game about it for 
hawking and hunting." 3 

The neighbouring manor of Enfield with its Chase» which had 
|>reviousIy bel6nged to Asgar, Master of the Horse and Con- 
stable of the Army of Edward the Confessor, was at the Domes- 
day Survey (1080-S6) in the hands of GeoiTry de Mandeville, 

'9 Henry III. RuffheaU :> edn. Forest law had been previously dealt 
with in clause XI of the Assize of Woodstock, 1154, and remedies for 
forest abuse were wrung from King John in Magna Carta (sec. 46) in 121$. 
This charter was reissued in 1217, but the forest clauses were renewed and 
expanded under the charter of the Forests in 1225. 

• Msi. »f London, Maitland. 

3 This manor, over most of which the forest originally extended, was 
taken from (}ospatrick, the Earl of Northumberland, and given to Wallef, 
son of the Earl Siward. Wallef, in 1069, married Judith, daughter of Odo, 
and niece of the Conqueror. Wallef was afterwards beheaded, and his 
widow, Judith, became possessed of the manor at the Domesday 6ttrvey. 
There is a tradition thdt Odo had a hunting lodge in the adjoining manor 
of Hornscy, which bad been taken from St. Albans. 
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whose descendant, William de Mandeville, Earl of Essex, 
granted to the Priory of St. John of Jerusalem five bucks and 
five does out of tlie chase.' 

The subsequent history of this Chase may be briefly men- 
tioned. The man'^ir subsequently passed to the De Bohuns, 
and on the death of Humphrey de Bohun, was apportioned to 
his daughter, Mary, wife of Henry, Duke of Lancaster, after- 
wards Henry IV (1399-1413), and so it was merged in the 
estate of the Crown as parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster. 

Enfield Chase was eventually placed under the care of the 
Chancellor of the Duchy, with a master of the game^ a forester, 
rai^er-keeper, and steward ; but these offices usually vested in 
one individual, either a nobleman or some person of position. 
The under officers were those of woodward, baih'fT. and verderers, 
annually chosen by the King's Court of the Manor of Enfield, 
^On Gunter and Rolfe's map of the Chase, prepared in 1658 for 
the Commonwealth, seven entrances or gates are shown, v*iz.. 
Lift, Hooke, Cattle or Moray hatch, Park, Winsmore, South, 
and Bourne, Within the Chase, as at RuisUp, were three cotes 
or lodges, called respectively East, West, and South Bailey. 
The Chase was dischased by Parliament ^ from f st January, 
1779, and the deer, which were very numerous, were taken to 
the park of the Earl of Bute at Luton, Beds, while the land was 
allotted between Enfield and the adjoining parishes.3 

Little now remains in Middlesex to mark the extent of its 
andent forest Unlike the neighbouring forest of Epping, long 
. continued as a royal hunting ground, and which possessed 
twenty-five hatches or entrances, only three are now known i 
Hatch End at Pinner, Colney Hatch, and Morey Hatch or 
Cattlegate. Amongst place-names of a forestal character we 
have Han field, Harrow Weald, Wealdstonc, Highwood Hill, 
Bush Hill, Woodside Farm, Finchley, Coldfall Wood, Browns- 
wood, Tottenham Wood, Whetstone (White-stone), and Wood 
Grera, etc 

THE FOREST OF STAINES. 

A brief reference can only be made to this " forest," a forest 
in a legal sense, which lay along the south-western border of the 

' Close Roll 1 8 Ed. 1 1, m. 34, 
• 17 Geo. I n, c. 17. 1777. 
'^Hist. of Eniuid, Robinson. 
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county, and wholly within it. " From Staines to Brentford," 
says Camden, " all that which lies between the high road along 
Hounslowand the Thames, was called the Forest or Warren of 
Staines till Henry III disafforested it." This royal forest there- 
fore extended into fourteen parishes, and covered some 23,000 
acres of land, and included Sunbury Heath and a large portion 
of the great heath of Hounslow. Being situated in the Thames 
Valley the land was of a flat and uninteresting character, and if 
less timbered and picturesque than its northern neighbour 
twelve miles distant, the soU had been more extensively cul- 
tivated. Of this we obtain some evidence from the absence of 
place names of a forestal origin within the area of the Staines 
Forest ; also by comparison of the value of respective manors 
as given in Domesday, Isleworth ;^8o K. E., or 70 K. W. 
with 9i28o acres, and Enfield £$0 with 12,600 acres. The 
enclosure within the forest, like those at Enfield and Ruislip 
above-mentioned, was probably what is now known as Littleton 
Warren. As Staines Forest was not disafforested under the 
general Statute of Forests, it would seem that the cirHcr, turning 
this district into a royal preserve, was made by one of the earlier 
Norman kings at some period anterior to the reign of Henry 
II ( 1 154). The eftect of this arbitrary decree upon a cultivated 
district is well pictured by John of Salisbury writing in the 
twelfth century : " Husbandmen with their harmless herds and 
flocks are driven from their well cultivated fields, their meadows 
and their pastures, that wild beasts may range in them without 
interruption." > 

However, the long desired relief came by a special charter of 
Heniy III In 1227, which wiU fittingly conclude this article : 

Know ye that we have granted and by this charter confirmed for 

us and our Heirs to our Archbishop, etc., and to all the County of 
Middlesex. That a!! the Warren of Staines with the appurtenances 
be unwarrened and disafforested for ever, so that all they aforesaid 
and their heirs and successors may have all benefit and liberty of 
warren and forest in the aforesaid warren, whereui they may tiU or 
plough all their lands and cut all their woods and dispose of the 
same at their will without the view or contradiction of our VV arreners 
or Foresters and all their ministers. And within the which no 
warrener or forester or Jostioe of our Forest shall, or may anydlln^ 
meddle with their lands or woods— neither with their herbage or 
hunting or corn — neither by any summons or distress shall cause 

' It is said that quantities of sweet chestnut trees were planted in this 
forest for the deer. 
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them, their heirs or successors, to come before our Justices of the 
forest or warreners by occasion of the lands and tenements situate 
in those parts where the said warren was wont to be. But tfaatthey 
and their heirs and successors and their lands and tenements con- 
tained in those pnrts be quit and free of all exactions, demands, and 
attachments, and of all things which belong to warrens or forests. 

Wherefore we will and steadlastiy command diat all tihey aforesaid 
holding lands and tenements within the said parts, and their heirs 
and successors, for ever, hi.vv. the nfnrp^nid liberties and freedoms, 
and that their lands and lenenients aforesaid be unwarrened and 
disafforested for ever, and quit from all things which either to warren 
or forest warreners or foresters pertain as is afocesaid. 

These being witness, 

Hubert de Burgo. 
Given by the hand of the Reverend father Richard 
Bishop of Chester oar Chamberlan at WoodstodE* 
tSth kvg,f si of our idgn.' 



COPLE, BEDFORDSHIRE. 

By Constance Isuerwooix 

(JCantUMied ftom p* d4*] 

ABOUT one mile from Cople Church is a farmhouse called 
Woodend." Much interest centres round this home* 
stead on account of the fact that it occupies the site of 
the home of the Luke family, and the gardens surround- 
ing: it still retain some features that existed in their time. A 
drawing of the old house shows us that it was considerably 
larger than the piesent one, and the large walnut tree tiiat still 
flourishes (now some short distance from the house), used to 
spread its branches over the great chimney stack, and 
occasionally let fall a shower of its hard green fruit down the 
shaft into the kitchen below. Part of the original moat is still 
to be seen, and, although many alterations have taken place 
witln'n recent years, there is no doubt that VVoodend Manor 
Huuse must have been a typical old English country mansion. 
The broad white flagstones in the entrance hall are the same 
as those in the older house, and are all that remains of it. The 
liome of the Luke family was pulled down about 30 years ago, 
'I/tsi. of London, Maitiand. 
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by order of a former Duke of Bedford, and this act of vandalism 
swept away for ever a place of world-wide interest^ Ibr here it 
was that Samuel Butler, the famous satirist of the 17th century, 
held the humble post of cleric to Sir Samuel Luke. Here be 
wrote HuHbras^ the "best burlesque poem in the English 
language," taking Sir Samuel as his original, and showing up 
all his hypocrisy and double-dealing in a manner so trenchant 
and forcible, that it has held him up to eternal ridicule, and 
made him the butt to excite the laughter and derision of 
generations of whole-hearted Englishmen. Samuel Rutler 
dipped his pen in vitrei and spared no one who earned his 
scorn, and the very spirit of mischief must have possessed 
him when he penned this description of Sir Samuel Luke's 
beard, about which, it appeared, he had " made a vow not to 
cut it till the Parliament had subdued tlie King"; — 
*'IIis tawny beard was th'cqual grace 
Both of his wisdom and his face ; 
In cut and die so like a tile, 
A sudden view it would beguile ; 
The upper part whereof was whey ; 
The nether orange mixed with grey." 
Butler*s description of his form and figure was not calculated 
to flatter that worthy knight, who was far from being an 
Adonis, and the account of his courtship with a rich widow, 
who, despite his amorous speeches and persistent advances, 
would have none of him, is extremely humorous, 

" Sir Knight, you t-ike your aim amiss. 
For you will find it a hard chapter, 
To catch me with poetic rapture"; 
and her final reply is ver>' much to the point, 

** 'Tis not those orient pearls, our teeth. 
That you are so transported with ; 
But those we wear about our necks, 
Produce those amorous effects; 
Nor is*t those threads of gold, our hair» 
The perriwigs you make us wear; 
But those bright guineas in our chests, 
That light the wild fire in your breasts." 
Of the many gems that sparkle and scintilate through the 
pages of the inimitable Hudibras^ two shine with brilliant 
lustre. One is the allusion to Fame 
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"There is a tall, lonc^-sided dame 

(But wondrous light) yciepd Fame, 

That like a thin camelion boards 

Herself on air, and eats her words ; 

Upon her shoulders wings she wears, 

Like han^ine^ sleeves, lin'd thro' with ears 

And cv'cs and tongues, as poets list, 

Made good by deep mythologist, 

With these she through the wdkin flies. 

And sometimes carries truth, oft lies." 
The other is Butler's tribute to the Royalists : — 
" This, when the Royalists peroeiv'd 

(Who to their faith so firmly cleav'd. 

And own'd the right they had paid down 

So dearly for, the Church and Crown)^ 

Th'united constanter, and sided 

The more, the more their foes divided. 

For though outnumber'd, overthrown, 

And by the fate of war run down. 

Their duty never was defeated, 

Nor from their oaths and faith retreated; 

For loyalty is still the same, 

Whether it win or lose the game; 

True as the dial to the sun, 

Although it be not shin'd upon." 
Samuel Butler sprang from a lowly stock. His father 
formed a few acres in the parish of Strensham in Worcester- 
shire; and there the poet came to life in 1612. His schooling 
he got in Worcester ; but the want of money prevented hia 
fifom enjoying the benefit of a college education, although he 
is thought to have resided for some time at Cambridge, 
hovering round the walls of learning without being able to find 
an entrance there, like a Peri at the gates of Paradise. 
Fortune smiled on him for a brief space, however, and he took 
up his abode with a Mr. Jeffreys of Earl's Oonmb, Worcester- 
shire, in the capacity of secretary. After a while he went 
to reside in the mansion of that great encourager of learning, 
Elizabeth, Countess of Kent, where he had not only the 
opportunity to consult all manner of learned books, but to 
converse also with that living library of learning, the great 
Mr, John Selden (author of A Treaii» m TUUs ofHmmat €md 
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History of Tithes, and Keeper of the Records in the Tower^ 
who then was steward of the household. What position 
Butler held in the house of this rich, wise, and noble lady is not 
known, but he had the run of the fine library, which must have 
been to him as a mine of wealth, into whose depths of treasure 
he could delve with ever renewed zest These golden days 
gladdened the heart of Butler, and he repaid the genial 
kindness of the learned John Selden by rendering him literary 
help. (It is interesting to note that the benefactress of Butler 
was Lady Elizabeth Talbot, Countess of Kent, second daughter 
and co-heiress of Gilbert, Earl of Shrewsbury, and the wife of 
" Henrie^ Earle of Kent, sone and heire of Earle Charles.** She 
died at "hir house in Whitefriars *' on Dec 7th, 165 1, and the 
inscription on an elaborate marble tablet in the Kent 
Mansoleum, Flitton Church, Beds., tells us that she was a 
^most excellent person, illustrious and incomparable for her 
true pietie, charitie, bountie, vertue, honor, and all goodness.") 

How little did the Countess dream that the humble secretary 
she had befriended would one day carve for himself, with his 
" sharp-pointed pen," a name that is immortal ! Yet it is 
possible to entertain a genius, as well as an angel, unawares, and 
this was never more clearly illustrated than in the cases of 
Samuel Butler and the Countess of Kent; and of Jonathan 
Swift and Sir William Temple. It has truly been said that the 
life of Butler was " full of gaps," and knocked about from one 
employment to another, he acquired by his very misfortunes 
that rare and varied knowledge of human life, which he 
displays so admirably in Hudibras^ The next harbour of 
refuge (which, however, was not so congenial as the house in 
Whitefriars), was the " grave household of Sir Samuel Luke^ a 
strict Puritan of Bedfordshire^" who held the oflfice of Scout 
Master for Bedfordshire, Surrey, and other counties, under 
Oliver Cromwell, and who took an active part in the Civil 
Wars. Butler's new patron was not popular in the neighbour- 
hood of Cople, and, in order to throw his enemies off the trail, 
he resorted to a curious device, notably that of reversing 
the shoes on liis horse's hoofs, so that they appeared to go in a 
contrary direction to that which he had really taken. Further- 
more, there existed in his mansion a secret room, reached by 
climbmg up the interior of the chimney stack (which, in later 
years, went by the name of " Hudibras' hole"), into which he 
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could retire when he was particularly " wanted," and remain 
perdu until the storm had Mown over. How "little did the 
Roundhead knight and his quiet household think that the poor 
tutor, whose bubbling, Irrepressible wit» no doubt often scandal- 
ized the circumspect decorum of the dining hall, was, like a 
traitor in the camp, taking silent notes, soon to be printed with 
a vengeance" ; and how little did Sir Samuel imagine that all 
his bad habits and pet foibles were being impressed on the 
tablets of his clerk's memory, soon to be crystallized into verse ! 
Had such a suspicion dawned on his mind, Samuel Butler 
would have been summarily ejected; but, as it was, liutler 
kept his own counsel, and penned Hudibras and Dunstable 
VownSt and in the last-named he expressly styles Sir Samuel 
Luke, "Sir Hudibras" After a sojourn at Cople, "another 
gap," and Butler a[ [tears before us in the role of secretary 
to the Karl ut Carbery, President of Wales, who cunierrcd 
on him the Stewardship of Ludlow Castle. It was then, after 
the Restoration of King Charles H, that brighter days seemed 
to be dawning for the Ro3^1ist wit So good were his 
prospects that .... he ventured to marry, as he thought, a 
fortune. But ill-luck still pursued him; his wife's monesF 
vanished through the failure of the securities, and Butler found 
himself as poor as ever. Then it was that he first came before 
the public as an author. The first part of HutUdras was 
published and sprang at once into fame. The moment was 
most propitious, for the Puritans afforded a favourite mark for 
the shafts of courtly ridicule. The loud, insulting laugh of the 
Cavalier party rang everywhere, as they read verses which 
chimed in with every feeling they had. The Merry Monarch 
was so tickled with the debates between the Presbyterian 
justice and the Independent clerk (Squire Raj)hu , that he often 
quoted wilty coupleU liom the book. Yet lame did not luend 
the fortunes of poor Butler. The pie-crust promises of his 
friends at court were of no real use to him, and the giddy, 
thoughtless butterflies of King Charles's court never troubled to 
peer below the surface, and to discover that their favourite 
poet, whose ready wit was ever on their tongue-tip^ was 
** suffering deeply from the bitter pangs of that hope deferred, 
that maketh the heart sick.*' 

In the year 1680 he died in Rose Street, Covent Garden, 
'* admired by all, though personally known to few," and of the 
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utter nef^lect of the Merry Monarch the satirist wrote these 
patiietic Unes» which are nothing less than a standing re- 
proach 

" Among the rest, this prince was one, 
Admir'd his conversation ; 
This prince, ufio^e ready wit and parts, 
Conquer'd both men and women s hearts, 
Was so o'ercome with Knight and Ralph, 
That he could never claw it off; 
He never eat, nor drank, nor slept, 
But Hudibras still near him kept ; • . . . 
Now, after all, was it not hard 
That he should meet with no reward, 
That fitted out this Knight and Squire, 
This monarch did so much admire ? 
That he should never reimburse 
The man for th'equipage or horse 
Is sure a strange ungrateful thing 
In anybocl) but a king. 
But this good king it seems was told, 
By some that were with him too bold, 
* If e're you hope to gain your ends, 
Caress your foes and trust your friends'— 
Such were the doctrines that were taught, 
Till this unthinking king was brought 
To leave his friends to starve and die, 
A poor reward for loyalty." 
Samuel Butler was Interred in the churchyard of St Paul's, 
Covent Garden, at the charge of his friend, Mr. William 
Longueville, of the Temple. 

Long afterwards Mr. John Barber, a printer, caused a marble 
monument to be erected in memory of the satirist in West- 
minster Abbey, which bears a Latin inscription, of which the 
following is a translation: — 

Sacred to the memory of Samuel Butler, Who was bom at 

Strensham in Worcestershire, 1612, And died in London, 1680. 

A man of extraordinary learning, wit, and Integrity ; Peculiarly 
happy in his writings, Not so in the encourageroeDt of them ; 
The curious inventor of a kind of satire amongst us, By which he 

pluck'd the mnsk frrtni pious hypocrisy, And plentifully exposed the 
villainy of rebels ; The first and last of writers in his way. Lest he, 
who (when alive) was destitute of all things, Should (when dead) 
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want likewise a mooument, John Baiber, Citiieii of Londoti, bath 
taken caie^ by placmg tliis stone over him, 1721. 

When this monument was set up, Mr. Samuel Wesley wrote 
some telling lines r^aiding it, whicb tenninate with the 
trenchant words : — 

" The poet's &te is here in emblem shown, 
He asked for bread» and he receiv'd a stone I '* 

So much for Samuel Butler, now for Sir Samuel Luke. 
This worthy was interred, with his ancestors, in the Church 

of All Saints, Cople, in 1670, but he fared worse than Butler, 
for there is no monument to commemorate ^is virtiifs. 
Nicholas Luke and Sir Walter Luke, knight, are both repre- 
sented by elaborate brasses, with their wives, but Sir 
Samuel has not even a stone ! The last of the Luke family, 
George Luke, died in 1732, and was interred in Cople Churcii. 

Cople does not appear In the Donusdqy Book, but mutton is 
made of it in a Charter of Pain de Beaudiamp and his Lady 
Roisia, of the lands belonging to Chtcksands Priory — CoupiU-^ 
20 acres." In Pope Nicholas IV*^** Taxation, 1291, in the 
valuation of Chicksands Prioiy this entry has been made: 
" Coupol — land, rent, and meadows — S\ 

— fruit, flocks, and herds— 2' 8^ 8^. 
In the third year of the reign of Edward II, William de Rous 
appears to have held tnter alia divers tenements in " Coupel,** 
and then Johannes de Nevill de Raby (the head of the house 
of Nevill), Chevalier, and Elizabeth, his wife, held, in the twelfth 
year of the rcij^n of Richard II, twenty knights' fees pertaining 
to various manors, mostly in the County of liedford, among 
which "Coupell" is mentioned. In tiie twenty-second year of 
the same reign, Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, held rents and 
services in the Manor of Cople. in aa Escheat of the following 
year the manor is mentioned, the name being written "CoupilL** 
In the Vahr EccUsiasticus of the time of Henry VIII, the 
benefice of Cople is thus recorded "CowpuU, Rectoria im- 
propriata Prioratui de Chicksaund, Adam Mukworth vicarius 
Ibidem habet in minutis x"*** et aliis ad vicariam suam pertmen- 
tibus per annum £y\\y In sinod' and procur* solutis Archi- 
diacono Bedd' per annum tij* et remanet ultra vij^ xvij* Inde 
(x~) . . . . xv» vij<»." 
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The Manor of Rolands, which had been held by the family 
of that name from time immemorial, passed into the Spencer 
family in the middle of the i6th century. The old Manor 

house, the residence of the Spencers, was pulled down about 
20 years ago. The Manor of Copie, which had been held 
successively by the Beauchamp, Mowbray, and Gostwick 
families, passed itito the hands of the Duke of Marlborough, 
who, in 1774, sold it to John, Duke of Bedford. The Duke of 
Bedford is the Lord of the Manur. 



NOTES ON SHORNE, KENT. 

By H. J. Damell. 

SHORN£« anciently known as Scorene, Schomes, or Sones, 
is a parish in the hundred of Shamel, and the Diocese of 
Rochester. Hasted <^ives <i very full account of the 
successive owners of the inanors. He tells us that in the 
time of King Henry II the demesne was in the hands of that 
monarch, but that at the end of the reign Jordanus de Nevile 
held one knight's fee, in the manor, of Walter Fitzhelt, who 
himself held the same of the king in capite. John de Nevile suc- 
ceeded Jordan, and in 1246 he gave the manor to Roger de 
Northwood, who died possessed of it in 1285. In the year 
1293 his son, Sir John de Northwood, claimed and obtained the 
right of free warren in this manor. This right, however, he did 
not obtain without a struggle, for the king laid claim to the 
manor, and, his claim be^ disallowed, endeavoured to make 
Sir John pay a yearly rent of four marks and four pence. This 
claim, too, was given against the king. Hasted goes on to tell 
us that this Sir John changed the tenure of the manor from 
gavelkind to knights* service. According to Philipot, who 
wrote in 1776, it wns Sir John's father, Roger, who chann;ed 
the tenure, or to quote the historian's own words : " Disdaining 
to have his lands held in that lazy and sluggish tenure of gavel- 
kind, changed it into the more active one of knicrhts' service in 
the fourteenth year of Henry the Third.' Thus Hasted and 
Philipot do not agree as to the date at which Roger de North- 
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wood gained possession of the manor. For, whereas Hasted 
gives it as 1246, Philip* it makes it 1230. 

Sir John was succeeded by his grandson, Roger, who held 
the manor by the service of carrying a white standard for forty 
days at his own expense whenever the king went to the wars in 
Scotland. Dying in 1361 Roger was succeeded by his wiuuw, 
Julian, daughter and co-heir of Sir Geoffrey de Saye, who at 
her demise left the manor to her son Roger, who in his turn 
was followed by his widow, Agnes, who afterwards married 
Christopher Shuckbrooke. On her death, which occurred in 
1405, the property was sold, and was purchased by Sir Arnold 
Savage of Bobbing, who had been SheriiT of the county in 13S2 
and 1386k Speaker of the House of Commons in 1404, and a 
Privy Counsellor. He died in 141 1, and the property passed 
to his daughter Eleanor, who married twice. Her first husband 
was Sir Reginald de Cobham, her second William Clifford, who 
came of a Herefordshire family. William's great p^randson sold 
the manor to Sir George Nevile, Lord Abenyavenny, whn had a 
seat at Comfort in the parish of Birlin;^. Sir George handed 
on the property to George Brooke, Lord Cobham. On the 
attainder of his grandson Henry, the estates came to the Crown. 

King James I gave the manor to Sir Richard Cecil, who 
alienated it to Sir John Levcrson, succeeded by his brother, Sir 
Richard, who, temp. Chas. I, sold it to George Woodyer, Alder- 
man of Rochester, who lived at Satis House in that city. 
Eventually it came into the possession of the Earls of Dainl^. 

The manor of Randall or Rundale, in this parish, in the reign 
of Henry III, was held by John de Cobham, who had two sons, 
John and Henry. From John were descended the Cobhams of 
Cobham, and from I lcnry the Cobhams of Randall. To Henrj*^ 
was left the manor of Randall, and as his brother John had a 
son Henry, the pair were distingfuished by the elder Henry 
being known as Hcnrj' Ic Uncle. This Henry married Joan, 
daughter of Stephen de Pencestre, and was succeeded by his 
son Stephen, who received the honour of kniglithood along with 
Prince Edward in 1306, According to Philipot four members 
of the Cobham family were with Edward I at the siege of 
Carlaverock in Scotland in the twenty-eighth year of the reign. 
These four Cobhams were Henr>', Reginald, Stephen, and 
Henry, one of whom doubtless was Henry le Uncle. Reginald 
also went with Heniy HI in 1258 against the Welsh. Anotber 
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Heniy de Cobham was with Richard I at the uegt of Acre. 
Probably he was the grandfather of Henty Ic Uncle. On the 
death of Stephen, which occurred in 1333, the manor of Randal 
with that of Okington passed to his wife Avice, next to his son 
John, o^if 1363, who, in his turn, was succeeded by his son 
Thomas. From the Cobhams these two manors eventually 
passed to the VVyatts of Allington, who sold them to King 
Henry VIII. The manor of Okington was given by this king 
to Sir Anthony St. Leger, from whom it passed by sale to 
George Brooke, Lord Cobham, who had already been given the 
manor of Randall by the king in 1546. By the attainder of 
Henry Brooke, Lord Cobham, /fw/. James I, the estate reverted 
to the Crown. James I presented it to Ludowick Stuart, after- 
wards Puke of Richmond. After being in the hands of the 
Stuarts for upwards of a century, it was purchased in 17 11 by 
Captain Robert Porter. After him it passed through the hands 
of several owners, eventually, in 1793, coming into the possession 
of the Earls of Damley. 

The church of Shome was given in 1 133 by King Henry I 
to the Abbey and Convent of St. Saviour's, Bermondsey. This 
grant was confirmed by Walter, Bishop of Rochester, and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. At the same time the monks were 
granted a parsonage. One Smnlhnnnn of Shorne gave the 
tithes of the manor of Randall to the i^riory of Rochester, a 
grant, confirmed /emp. Henry II, by Gilbert dc Glanvil, then 
Bishop of Rochester. In the 15th year of King Edward 1 the 
living of Shorric was valued at thirty-six marks, the vicarage at 
ten marks, and the tithes of Randall at seven marks. 

The Registrum Roffense [Thorpe], contains several entries 
concerning Shome. The earliest are as follows: 

Henricus de Somes dedit unam acram terre in Sornes [p. 1 18]. 

Henricos de Somes in articulo mortis dedit 4 stottos et 8 boves 
optimos et ad hospitandum decimam nostram quam habemos in 
Somes et in Rundele dedit unam acram tenre [p. 124]. 

In the year 1434 there is an entiy to show that the Abbat 
and Convent of St Saviour's, Bermondsey, on the feast of the 
Annunciation paid £At to the Bishop (Langdon)for the churches 
of Shome, Cobham, BirHng, and Kemsing [p. 135]. A similar 

entr\' occurs in 1508 when John Fisher was Bishop; the same 
rent was paid, but in addition to the above four churches, the 
chapel of Sele (Seal) is mentioned [p. 242]. 
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At the Dissolution the Church of Shorne became a Crown 
possession, but in 1545 was exchanged by the king witli the 
Dean and Chapter of Rochester for the manor of SouthfleeL 
It was valued in the King's Book £17, is. Sd. 

At the death of Charles I the possessions of all Deans and 
Chapters were surveyed by the orders of the Parliament At 
that time the parsonage of Shorne with the tithes, etc., was 
worth ;^iio per annum. These lands were let to Edmund 
Page for twenty-one 3rears at the rent of twenty pounds, five 
quarters of wheat, and the fulfilment of several smaller obliga- 
tions, such as finding green rushes for the church every Easter. 
The lands at Randall were let to Sir Geoige Fane for twenly- 
one years at a rent of four pounds and two good capons or 
five shillings yearly. In 1650 the vicarage of Shorne was 
returned as being worth £60, At the Restoration all these 
lands came back to the Dean and Chapter of Rochester. 

William Pepys, vicar, who died in 1468 and to whose 
memory there is a brass in the church, left his house to his suc- 
cessors oil condition that they should nut sue his executors for 
the repairs of the vicarage. Thomas Page in 1495 gave his 
tenement called Normans as a dwelling for the vicar and his 
successors. The same Thomas Page in 1491 gave twenty 
shillings for the painting of the " Hyc Rode/* which had been 
constructed at the expense of Agnes Oxenden in 1485. 

There were several other bequests made to the parish, for in 
1638 Henry Adams In his will decreed that ** the vicar, church- 
wardens, and common counsell men of St Dunstan's in the West 
should yearly pay £11 of lawful money of England to tiK 
parish of Shorne ... in forme following: los, for bis pains 
that shall come to receive the same, 10^. a yeare to a godly 
preacher to preach a sermon on the day of my decease^ £io to 
the oldest and poorest inhabitants of Shorne." 

In 1625 Robert Cheyne left lands in Westham to the Church 
of St. Mary, VV^oolnoth, from the revenues whereof 40.f. were to 
be paid to the parish of Shorne, and in 1645 Lady Eleanor 
Page left ;^'5o to purchase lands, the revenues of which were to 
be used for putting out poor children of the parish. 

The parish of Shorne has the ris^ht of pettint^ two parishioners 
into the CuUegc at Cubham, rc-fourided as an almshouse by iJtf 
William Brooke in 1 598. Should the parish of Cobham not 
nominate their two inmates before the expiration of the tiiiie 
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allotted for the purpose* the parish of Shome may have the 
vacancies, and if Shome does not nominate their inmates in 

time, Cooling is allowed their vacancies. 

In the Re£^strum Roffimsg is given "The report of Mr. 
WiUiam Head, senior alderman of Rochester, paymaster of the 
new Collie of Cobham, in the county of Kent, concerning the 
deficiency of the rent of the said college." The date is 1728, 
and Mr. Head in his report says : " In the year 1704 Mr. John 
Taylor, tenant to the College fur SiTiith's larm in Shome, was 
allowed ten pounds towards the repairs of his house, barns, 
stables, and outhouses, which had received great rlamage by the 
violent storm of wind that happened the year before." 

Tiic Re^tstrum Roffense also throws ligiit on two legal cases 
which occurred in the parish of Shorne. In the time of King 
Henry VIII, J. Selyard, W. Becher, W, Attwodde, jun., and 
Jesper Becher claimed against Thomas Becher the moiety of one 
messuage, forty acres of land, four acres of meadow, forty acres of 
pasture and ten acres of wood, in Shome [p. 599]. Whiles in the 
time of Elizabeth, W. Stanley and J. Hasden claimed against 
James Becher two messuages, one cottage, three bams, three 
gardens, one hundred acres of land, six acres of meadow, six 
acres of pasture, and thirty acres of wood, in Shome and Chalke 
[p. 600]. These were both *' Common Recoveries." 

Hasted mentions small chapel near the house of the 
Maplc^dens, a family who resided in the parish for several 
centuries, but he does not give any details of its history. The 
Maplesden arms ; Sable a cross formy fitchy <?r, were returned 
in the Visitation of Kent made in 1619. 

At Shorninead, in the parish, is a small fort which was 
erected in 1796 for the protection of the river Thames. 

The Church of Shome, dedicated like so many other Kentish 
churches to SS. Peter and Paul, is a fine building in the Perpen- 
dicular and Decorated Styles. It consists of nave, chancel, aisles, 
side chancels, and square embattled westem tower, the latter 
having a beacon turret. In the south side chancel, which apper- 
tains to the manor of Randall, and is now used as a chapel, is the 
tomb of Sir Henry Cobham le Uncle. Philipot thus refers to it: 
^ In the north-east comer, on an altar monument raised about a 
foot from the ground, is the portraiture of Sir Henr\^ de Cobham 
le Uncle, armed in mail and cross-lc[^c^cd, and on the margin of 
the stone is the following inscription in very ancient characters: 
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<* ICY GIST SIR HENRI DE CX:>BEHAM SEIGNOUR 
D£ RONDALB: DIEU DE SA ALMS [£IT M£]RCI.'' 
This effigy has been considerably in the wars at one period of its 
existence, but all the missing details, such as hands, nose, etc., 
have been replaced. The base of the tomb, too, is modern. 

In the chancel is an old parclose screen and .i desk knccicr 
monument. In the left-hand compartment kneel George Page 
in the dress of a lawyer, and his wife Isabel (1613) ; in the other 
kneels his son Sir William in the dress of a gentleman of the 
period, and his wife Eleanor (1625). In the chancel floor is a 
brass inscription to Thomas Elys, vicar, styled in the fashion of 
the time ** Sir Thomas Elys.'' He died in 1 569. Above the 
inscription is a Chalice and Consecrated Wafer. 

There are two other brass inscriptions to George Page (1639) 
and Geoi^e Haysden (1670). Both Philtpot and Hasted 
mention two brasses which cannot now be seen, namely, to 
Edmund Page (1550)1 and Eleanor Allen (1583X whose first 
husband was the above-mentioned Edmund Page. The roof of 
the church is ancient, and over the north door is a seventeenth 
century royal arms, inscribed, " God Save y* King." 

The font is octagonal, seven of the sides being carved. The 
carvings are as follows: (i) A paschal lamb, (2) St Peter, 
holding in one hand a key, in the other the model of a church. 
(3) the Resurrection of our Lord, (4; a chalice with symbolical 
figures, (5) John the Baptist baptising our Lord, the Holy Spirit 
descending in the form of a dove in the left-hand comer, (6) St. 
Michael weighing souls, (7) a shield inscribed I.H.S. 

The Rood Screen has quite recently been re-built, and is 
now a very good example of its kind. 

The following brasses were until recently in the church, and, 
I believe^ are still to be found in the parish chest : Edmund 
P^C'SS^X Eleanor Pagge(i5i9), John and Manora Smith 
(1457), Thomas Sharpe (1493X a female figure, and a fragment 
of an inscription to William Pepys, vicar (1468). 

No reference to Shome would be comp]^ without mention 
of that legendary personage, " Sir John Shome» gentleman bom. 
who kicked the devil into a boot," who is supposed to have been 
a native of the place. He is snpposerl t'l have been a kind of 
"patron saint" of people suffering from the ague. His portrait 
appears on one or two medix-val painter! screens in the country 
holding a huge boot in which a tiny figure is imprisoned. 
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DANIEL BLAGRAVE, A BERKSHIRE 
REGICIDE. 

By M. T. Pearman. 

ADJOINING Reading, a little to the soutli, lies the 
township, or, as it is called in Berkshire, the tithing 
of Southcot. The place is approached by two lanes 
turning out of the Bath road. In consequence of the 
exf tansion of Reacl]iiL,\ a good deal of Southcot is now enclosed 
in the Borough; but the old intercbLuig houses are, as formerly, 
in the county jurisdiction. 

In the sixteenth century Southcot was acquired by John 
Blagrave of Bulmarsh Court, Berks. His wife was Anne^ 
daughter of Sir Anthony Hungerford of Down Amney, 
Gloucestershire, and widow of William Gray, M.P. for Reading. 
By this alliance he obtained Bulmarsh and other lands in and 
near Reading, which had belonged to the Reading Abbey, and 
had been granted to Gray by King Henry VIII. John 
Blagrave was succeeded in his estate by his eldest son, 
Anthony. In the year 1591, Anthony granted to his brother 
John a lease of Southcot ff r the term of 99 years. This John, 
who is said to have been educated at Reading and at St. John's 
College. Oxford, obtained some celebrity as a Mathematician. 
Anthon)- Wood calls him the "Flower of the Mathematicians 
of his age." He wrote The Maihtinatical Jewel and other 
works, probably while resident at Southcot House. 

No place better suited to a studious person can well be 
imagined. It is, or was, a moated quadrangle, built of t»ick in 
the fifteenth centuiy when the use of that material for houses 
was revived. It has suffered greatly from neglect and 
vandalism. Its last resident, probably, who appreciated this 
ancient mansion was Mr. Lutyens, in whose time the place was 
so surrounded with handsome trees and shrubs as to be hidden 
from view. The quadrangle has been recently destroyed, 
though most of it remains in statu quo. The moat, a wide one, 
supplied from the Holy l?rook, is now dry and probably out of 
repair. No doubt the obsctirp retired .situation of the house 
would be objectionable in the judgment of most, who desire to 
see and be .seen. A more real objection is that the air of 
Southcot is relaxing, more .so than that of Reading. 

In consequence of its ruinous aspect the house is said to be 
haunted. But the house which formerly, when the mansion 
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was occupied and cared for, was called the Haunted -house, was 
pulled down many years ago. It occupied (or nearly so) the 
site of the two cottag^es close to the mansion. It was a small 
white residence, with a garden in front the width of the hous^ 
running up to the lane with, on each side, a tall thick yew 
hedge. The principal entrance and front window were closed, 
though a labourer's family occupied the back part It bad 
a somewhat ghastly look, owing to the contrast between the 
thick green hedge and white deserted building. 

According to the guide books, the ghost is to be seen 
walking near the moat As the apparition is that of a woman, 
I do not see how it is to be accounted for. In the year 1 762; 
Sir George Cobb of Adder bury, aged ninety years, when on 
a visit to Mr. Rlac^rave, fell into the moat and was drowned. 
But however stroni; his attachment to the spot may have been, 
it can hardly be thought that he would appear in female form. 

John Rlagrave, the Mathematician and Lessee of Southcot, 
who died in 161 1, built at a little distance from the h<>u>e 
a residence for his nephew Daniel, the son of his brother 
Alexander, called Southcot Lodge. This place is three sides of 
a quadrangle, the fourth side being the lane. It is substantially 
unaltered. In 1649 Daniel obtained a further interest in this 
property. By indenture made on June 7th in that year, 
Anthony Blagraveof Bulmarsh, and his son and heir, Anthony, 
in consideration of ;^I50 paid to them fay Daniel Blagrav^ 
sold to Daniel junior ^e capital messuage called Southcot 
Lodge, upon trust that he should convey the same to such 
person or persons as Daniel l^la!:^rave the elder, his father, 
should at any time appoint* Probably Daniel senior thought 
it well to safeguard his home in such chanc^eful times. When 
about 37 years old he was elected to represent Reading in the 
Long Parliament, which met at Westminster on November 3rd, 
1640. He was a thorough opponent of the court, and is 
described by Anthony Wood as "running with the rout and a 
constant rumper.*' 

In 1645 he became Recorder of Reading, though it does not 
seem that he was called to the Bar till May, 1648. He served 
as Commissioner for the Ejection of Scandalous, Ignorant, and 
Insufficient Ministers, and is said to have distinguished himself 
by persecuting the orthodox clerg> . Unfortunately, the pn> 
' dost RoU^ 1649, P* 18, n*" 18. 
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oeedings of Blagrave and of the other Commissioners are not 
accounted for; the record, as seems probable, having been 
destroyed at the Restoration. For sitting on the High Court 
of Justice for the trial of King Charles, Blagrave received 
valuable preferment He was appointed to an office in the 
Common Pleas, worth 500 a year, and also to a Mastership in 
Chancery, which was of greater value. He served on the 
Committee for Compounding, and also on that for the sale of 
fee-farm rents — ^positions which he utilised for his own advantage. 
In 1652 he procured from the Parliamentary Trustees the 
King's fee-farm of the manor of Sonning, Berks ; and a few 
years before he obtained, for £1,620, rents amounting to 
jilSg Ss. ()d. a year. In 1649 he purchased of Sir John 
Wollaston and other Parliamentary Trustees the manor of 
Bishop's Harwell, Hants, which belonged to the See of 
Winchester, for £333 — the yearly rent being £2'] 15^. 

Daniel was observant of the signs of the times. Wood sa)rs 
of him that on the approach of the Restoration in 1659-60 he 
fled the country and settled at Aachen, in Germany. He lived 
there until his death, in i668» in an obscure condition. He 
was buried in a certain piece of ground somewhat distant from 
the City, appointed to receive the bodies of such as were called 
heretics. 

In the year of his decease (October 1668), administration of 
his goods was granted to Elizabeth Blagrave, his widow, of 
Southcot. 

Daniel had a relation named Joseph Bla^^ravc, probably his 
uncle, who was a writer on astrology, and is renowned for 
casting a dumb devil out of a girl at Basingstoke 1 
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NOTES ON THE EARLY CHURCHES OF 
SOUTH ESSEX. 



By C. W. Forbes, Member of the Essex Ardueological 
Society. 

£Cootinued frocD p. 6.J 

WEST THURROCK. 

THE next church on the main road after leaving Stifford 
is Orsett (an abbreviation of Horseheath, its ancient 
name). I have been asked, however, to include itt 
these articles a veiy ancient, and at one time a veiy 
important church in these parts, namely, West Thurrock,whidi 
stands close to the Thames, about midway between Grays 
Thurrock (commonly called Grays) and Purfleet. The latter 
place is included in the ancient parish which we will visit next 
This church of West Thurrock is historically one of the most 
interesting in the County of Essex, and at the same time it can 
lay claim to being also one of the oldest. We first hear of it 
circa 1070, but it had doubtless existed for some long peric^ 
before this date. The name is said to be derived from " Thor's 
(.);ik " ; if this be correct, we may believe that the church was 
built on the site of or near to a Tem[)le of Thor, the war-god ol 
the heathen Danes, those marauders who swarmed on the Essex 
coast and the estuary of the Thames so frequently before the 
Jsiurinan Conqueror took possession of this country. 

West Thurrock came into prominence before the Conquest 
for it was one of the twelve chief manors belonging to the 
unfortunate Harold, the last of the Saxon Kings. When 
William of Normandy invaded England, one of the promises 
made by him to the nobles and barons who gave him assistance 
was that, if successful, they should share in the spoil ; conse- 
quently, after the Battle of Hastings, he seized all Harold's 
manors and churches, making gifts of them to his relations and 
retainers ; West Thurrock fell as a portion to his cousin 
Robert. The church at that time consisted probably of a long 
thp.trhed nave with a circular apse (similar to those at K-ist 
l lani and Hadleigh Churches rinrl a round tower (as at Si uth 
Ock( i;dcn), 95 feet in circumference, at the west end. The 
remains of this old Saxon tower may still be seen on the south 
side of the present tow^er by h'fting up an iron grating, pl^*-"^ 
there by the present Vicar at the late restoration. 
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Doomsday Book states that West Thurrock became the 
property of Robert, Count of Eu or Augi (in Normandy^ and 
he established two fisheries in the parish and also a ferry. 

What priests ministered in Harold's time we do not know, 
but Count Robert presented to the living one Aucher, a 
"sincifing master," and from this time onward we have a (airly 
accurate list of the various Rectors and Vicars. 

Count Robert commenced about this time to build a castle 
at Hastings in Sussex ; he founded a Collegiate Church 
U'ithin its walls, wiiich was in after years named the "Chapel 
of St. Marv in the Castle," the ruins of which can still be s(ien. 
Tu this he attached about ten churches, with their lands and 
revenues, as a prebendal endowment, and amongst these was^ 
included tlie chordi and manor of West Thunock. All this 
was done by Robert as a thank-offering for the late victory of 
the Norman arms. In after yem this CoU^ate Chapel 
became veiy wealthy from further enrichments* and was 
renamed " the King's Royal Free Chapel," with the power of 
extending all its rights and privileges to the churches in con- 
nexion with it. Henry VI in 1426 issued a mandate to 
enquire how and in what way the ancient Charter was obtained ; 
this writ and the reply are still extant. 

From the time of Aucher, dr. 1067 until 1546, all the Vicars 
presented to West Thurrock were Canons and Rectors of this 
Collegiate Chapel at Hastings. 

Thomas k Becket was once Dean of this chapel, and had the 
right of presenting to West Thurrock Church. Dean 
Fermband, one of his successors, had tlie living as Vicar in 
1304 ; he died in 13 19, and his tomb may still be seen under 
the east window. 

It is not, however, until after the canonization of Becket that 
West Thurrock grew to any importance. Becket was, as we 
all know, brutally murdered on the 29th December, 1170, at 
Caterbuiy Cathedral ; and veiy soon after that thousands 
began to make the pilgrimage and pay homage at the tomb of 
the saintly Bishop. Those coming from the north and eastern 
counties crossed Essex ; some came vid Brentwood and Orsett 
to Stifibrd, but the great majority travelled by way of 
Upminster and Ockenden, crossing what are now called the 
fens to Stifford. The present main road throiic^h the village is 
a new one ; the old road travelled by the pilgrims went round 
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the back of the church and was continued down what is now 
called Mill Lane, coming out close to West Thurrock Church 
and the ferry ; the narrow road leading to the river from the 
main road is still called the old manor way. Here the (Mlgrims 
stayed for some little time, and before committing their lives to 
the Thames, worshipped at the church, heard Mass, and con- 
fessed their sins. This of course brought the church into 
prominence and considerably augmented the living, which at 
this time, the end of the twelfth century, was worth about j^iooo 
a year, chiefly through the alms and donations of the pilgrims. 

The original Saxon church probably existed in its entirety 
until the thirteentli century, whefi it was largely rebuilt with 
the exception of the towe? and portions of the nave. If any 
alterations were made during^ the Norman period they have 
all been swept away, as no trace of any Norman work is visible. 

About the beginning of the thirteenth century the chancel 
was enlarged and the side aisles thrown out by the Lord of the 
Manor» Sir Bartholomew Brianzon ; later Sir William Wanton 
built the north and sooth chantries. The nave is un- 
doubtedly the oldest part, and portions of it doubtless 
belong to the Saxon church; the remainder of the nave^ 
the diancel and the east windows are Early English. In 
the nave and north chantry some of the windows are of 
the Decorated and others of the Perpendicular period. The 
old round tower probably existed until about 1450, as the 
lower part of the present square tower is fifteenth and the upper 
part seventeenth century work. On the west front a date is 
marked on the upper part — 1040; this should be being 
that when the tower was repaired. In T720 the south wall fell 
down ; tlii.s wall including the south chantry w-as rebuilt in the 
style of that period. 

There is a double piscina in the chancel, aNu a small piscina 
and niclic iii the north chantry. The chancel wat. evidently 
paved with encaustic tiles of rude design in the thirteenth 
century. These at a later period got scattered about the 
church ; they have now been collected together and cemented 
into the wall of the north chantry chapel to preserve them from 



A considerable portion of the east wall and tower, and some 
of the arches in the nave, are built of blocks of roughly-hewn 
chalk, about a foot square. 
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The font is also made of chalk ; it is in the Decorated style 
and dates from the fourteenth century ; at a later peri< -ri it has 
been sprinkled with black paint to make it resemble granite. 

The pulpit is Jacobean, and has a hinged door. 

The floor of the church is about two feet below the present 
ground level, due to the gradual raising of the ground surround- 
ing it in pai>t centuries. At the destruction of the monasteries 
the Manor of West Thurrock, also the church and its emolu- 
ments (including tithes, etc) were granted to Sir Anthony 
Brown» Master of the King's Horse, reserving to succeeding 
Vicars the minor portion of the tithes. 

There are a number of tombs and monuments in the Interior 
of the church, many of which are mentioned by early writers. 
In the nortli chantry are the remains of two full length figures, 
badly mutilated, of Sir Christopher and Lady Holford. This 
monument was originally in the south chantry, and probably 
dates from about circa 1612 ; but when the wall fell these 
figures were removed to the north chantry, and for nearly 200 
years rested on the floor. 

In the chancel are three slabs with brasses to Humphrey 
Heics (or Hayes), cina 1584, 1585, and 1591 respectively. 

A verv old stone coffin rests on its side below the brickwork 
which now supports the Holford effigies ; it it roughly hewn, 
and has three holes in the bottom to allow the liquids of the 
decomposing body to exude. It is supposed to have belonged 
to Canon Aucher, who was presented to the living by Count 
Robert of Eu in the eleventh century. It had beoi in former 
times removed from the interior of the church and re-buried 
outside, at the base of the soutii wall, under four feet 
of earth; but it was recently placed in the north chantry 
as an interesting relic of medieval or even earlier times. Near 
the east wall of the chantry is a stone with a circled raised 
cross ; this is believed to have been the grave cover of John 
Hayne, Bishop of Clonfcrt, in Ireland, and Vic;ir of West 
Thurrock ; he diedrmv? 1459, after havinj^ had the living about 
19 months. There are several other interesting memorials. 

It appears from ancient writers that there were several 
disputes between the King and the Tope at various times as to 
the right of the King to present to this and other prebendal 
livings without his permission. Edward III brouglit the 
matter before Parliament ; the King defeated the Pope on this 
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point and established the sole right of the sovereigns to present 
to their own Royal Free Chapels without papal interference. 
The right, however, was contested over and over again, and 
appears to have been a bone of contention for centuries. At 
last Henry VI, area 1445, agreed on behalf of the Crown that 
for the future all the Fields should be put under direct 
Episcopal control. 

The church has been lately restored ; but the present Vicar, 
I am glad to say, has been very careful to retain, as far as 
possible, its many ancient and interesting features ; he has also 
a complete list of all the Patrons, Rectors, Prebendaries, Vicars^ 
etc., since the Conquest ; the items in these lists are exceed- 
ingly interesting. 



The church of this village is rather a fine one, and one of the 
largest in this part of the county. It is of Norman foundation, 
probably dating from about the middle ul the twelfth century, 
but the only visible part left of the first church is the door on 
the south side. This is Early Norman, and consists of three 
reveals, round moulded arch, with hatchet ornament in the 
typanum, and fine columns. 

Some time back, when hot water pipes were being laid, the 
foundations of an apse of the first tmilding were found. The 
church was enlarged in the thirteenth century, and again in the 
Decorated Period, but the roof and three of the windows are 
Perpendicular ; the south door has a Perpendicular porch, 
but the north door is of the Decorated period, and now leads 
into a vestry. There is an old wooden spire on the south side, 
and a separate brick towpr on the north side, probably erected 
in the Tudor period or seventeenth century. 

The interior consists of a nave, chancel, north aisle and 
chapel. The font, which is opposite the south door as we 
enter, is sixteenth centur}', an octangular basin supported by a 
buttressed shaft on a double plinth ; the sides of the basin are 
enriched with heraldic shields, alternated with rosettes, etc., as 
ioWoms^FroHt and back^ facing south and north, the arms of the 
Diocese of Canterbury ; sidis^ east and west, passion crosses; the 
four other sides have the Tudor rose with the arms of Arragoo. 

The nave is separated from the north aisle by a fine arcade 
of five bays, the three western arches are thirteenth century 
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work, with two reveals slightly moulded; the columns are 
circular with moulded capitals and bases, and semi-octagonal 
responds. The fourth arch is richly moulded, and sustained by 
two clustrred sh?ifts with moulded capitals and bases ; this 
fourth arch was probably inserted in the fourtet rith century, 
doubtless owinf^ to a fault in the building. The fifth arch is 
similar to the first three. There is an interesting and curious 
corbel on the south side of the fourth arch. 

Between the chancel and the north cli apel aretv^ o fine arches 
of grey stone, with octagonal .'^hafts aud plain bases ; a north 
aisle, probably a narrow one, was added in the thirteenth 
century; this was apparently pulled down in the fourteenth 
century, and replaced by the present one, the chancel and north 
chapel being added at the same time. 

At the time these alterations were made, some windows were 
also inserted in the nave; in the fifteenth century the east 
window of the nave aisle was replaced by one of the period, 
the west window of nave was also inserted, and a new roof 
added to nave and chancel. Later in the century a new 
window (square-headed) was added to south of the nave. 

The original rood screen of the fourteenth century remains 
in the north aisle. In the chancel is a very fine graduated 
three-seated sedilia, with col urns of Purbeck marble, also a 
piscina with trefoil arch, botli dating from the same period 
as the ancient rood screen. 

There are in tiie cliurch some interesting brasses; one in the 
north chapel, one on the chancel floor, and one on the wall of the 
organ chamber dating from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 

In the last century the east window of north aisle was 
restored to what was believed to be its original pattern, and a 
transept and organ chamber added to the south ; a small vestry 
was also built on the north side. 

The manor was at one time held by Bishop Bonner ; at the 
present time a public footpath through the churchyard is still 
called Bonner's Walk." 

After takinj:^ leave of Orsett Church, we go out of our way a 
little to the north to visit the small but curious little church of 

BULPHAN. 

This church is situated in what is called " the Fens," a piece 
of flat pasture land about four miles square, between 
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Ockenden and Horndon. In the summer these fens are dry 
pasture land, but in the winter they are marshy and very 
inaccessible, as there are no proper roads through them. 

The little church and the land surrounding it originally 
belonged to Barking Abbey ; the present building was appar- 
ently founded about the first half of the fourteenth century. 

There is on the west side a veiy curious wooden belfry, with 
a low square turret with a pyramidal cap^ and on the south side we 
find a good timber porch. Entering by this door we notice the 
lavish use of timber beams to support the belfry, tower and 
spire; the low part of the tower is formed by diagonally- 
framed beams, crossing at centre, projecting outwards* forming 
a pointed arch ; on these the bell tower and spire are supported ; 
the tower is composed entirely of wood, no stone beinj^ used. 

There are no stone quarries in the county, and in those early 
days it was very expensive to bring it any distance, wood 
being very abundant, we find many of these country churches 
using large quantities in every part where it was possible to do 
so. 

The south side was repaired and plastered in the time of 
James II. There is no chancel arch — ^this is not uncommon in 
many Essex churches. 

Separating the chancel from the nave is a fine oak screen of 
the fourteenth century, pointed with cusped arches, and quatrefoil 
perforations to view the elevation of the host when the Sanctus 
Bell was rung' ; this screen is very similar to that at Orsett 

The font is rather fine, and is a Ix-autiful specimen of 
Decorated work, probably dating from the fourteenth century. 

After another look round one leaves a church of this 
description v ith the desire to come again and examine it more 
closely, so interesting is it in ail its details. 

[To be oontlniied.] 



' It has been suggested, with much plausibility, that these openings in 
screens were used as conlessioiials. — EDITOR. 
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DICKENS AND GRAVESEND 



By Alex. J. Phiup. 

ALTHOUGH Dickens' wuiks are exceedingly popular in 
Gravesend, and a numerous branch of the Dickens* 
Fellowship lias been founded, it is a curious fact iliaL no 
effort has been made to establish the very close relation- 
ship that existed between the famous novelist and the town, or 
to identify the town and its surroundings in his works ; or to 
perpetuate the many Dickens* memories connected with the 
place. This is the more remarkable as all these are not only 
of the greatest interest from a literary and personal point of 
view, but they would form a valuable asset from a commercial 
standpoint, as has been the case elsewhere. 

This article is an endeavour to rescue from oblivion the 
recollections of Dickens in the town, and to segrcp^ate the 
obscure references to Gravesend in the novels, and to emphasise 
the personal relationship that undoubtedly existed when 
Dickens was living at Gads Hill Place, on the Rochester Road. 

One of the earliest authenticated instances of Dickens' 
presence in the town, after the commencement of his literar\' 
career, dates from the year 1836. A short mile from Gravesend 
on the Dover Road lies the parish of Chalk. It is now a com- 
paratively populous and prosperous village, and although it has 
increased considerably since 1836, probably It has not changed 
so much as might be naturally expected in the passage of more 
than seventy years. In that year, the year of his first marriage^ 
Dickens spent his honeymoon in this rambling, but character- 
istic Kentish village. Both the late Mr. Kitton and Laman 
Blai ch.ird, the former probably on the authority of the latter, 
decided that what is now known as " The Manor House " was 
the place of his residence. It is unlikely that any conclusive 
proof, such as letters dated from his holiday address, will be 
discovered at this late riate, and it is therefore necessary to 
rely upon extraneous evidence. Fortunately there is a fair 
amount of a trustworthy nature. The claim on behalf of 
*' The Manor House" rests entirely on a statement of Laman 
Blanclianl i^unle.ss Kitton had some private information wliich 
he did not put on record) that he generally met Dickins "at 
the same spot — at the outskirts of tlie village of Chalk, where a 
picturesque lane branched oflT towards Shome and Cobham 
• . . the brisk walk of Charles Dickens was always slackened, 
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and he never failed to glance meditatively at the windows of a 
corner house on the southern side of the road ... it was in 
that house he hved immediately after his marriage." 

Taking this as the only evidence available on the one 
side, that on the other is much more conclusive^ and may 
be tabulated as follows : — 

(a) In 1836 "The Manor House" was occupied by a 
M. Lereaux» a French surgeon of some considerable means, 
sufficient at all events to make it unnecessary for him to take 
lodgers or boarders. 

(b) The gardener at the Manor House in that year is still 
alive and living in the village. He emphatically states that no 
newly-married couple stayed at the house in 1836 in any 
capacity, either as lodc^ers or quests. 

The foregoine^ may be termed negative evidence ; c and d 
may be classed as positive evidence : 

(c) On the authority of some of the oldest inhabitants of the 
viliajre a honeymoon couple spent sume time during the year 
1836 iii a smaller house situated on the angle of the upper and 
lower roads less than a hundred yards nearer Gravesend. 

(d) The landlady of the house at that time was a Mis. 
Craddock, and Mr. Pickwick lodged with a Mrs. Craddock when 
he went to Bath. The coincidence lies in the fact that Dickens 
was writing Pickwick at the time he was stopping at Chalk. 

When I was making enquiries relating to this subject I asked 
an ancient light of the village if Dickens stayed here. " No," 
replied the old man, Dickens never stopped there, but Mr. 
Pickwick, 'e did. '£ 'ad supper there one n^ht and breakfast 
next morning." 

While dealing with Pickwick it may be of interest to detail 
the identification of Gravesend and Muggleton. It is impos- 
sible within the limits of any article to give the arp^umcnt^ f*ro 
and con on all the places in Kent which have been pointed out 
as the protcjtype of this fictitious town. There is not the 
slightest doubt that the identity of the town was intentionally 
and carefully disguised ; no one town in the county answers the 
description. The suggestions most favourably received many 
years ago were — Maidstone, Faversham, and Town Mailing. 
But the utmost endeavours of the various partisans failed to 
establish an unequivocal resemblance. Gravesend was put 
aside chiefly because it was not fifteen miles from Rochester, 
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whereas it is quite obvious that Dickens relied chiefly upon the 
misstatement of distance for his disguise. The actual distance 
between Gravesend and Rochester is about half of the fifteen 
miles of the book. The resemblance between Muggleton and 
the old post-town is sufficiently striking to be adduced as 
evidence. Gravesend has had a mayor and corporation for 
centuries; and it boasts that it is an " ancient and loyal 
borough." As a matter of fact in the i6th, 17th, and i8th 
centuries it frequently paraded its lo)'a]ty when in its corporate 
capacity it desired a concession from the crown. It has a 
market place dating back some centuries, vs Hk h in the early 
19th century was partly open. A picturesque inn with a large 
posting connection at that time existed in what is now Milton 
Road, and the distances between the stages in the chase after 
Jingle correspond very nearly with those on the road from 
Gravesend to London, except that Dickens has added one 
stage; although it is significant that the last stage has no 
defined limits, nor is it described at any length. Pickwick and 
Wardle are left on the road to find their way to town, and they 
next reappear in the inn in the Boro'. But one of the most 
important pieces of evidence is that found in Pickwickian 
Manners and Customs. The late Miss Dickens — " Mamie," as 
she was affectionately called — in her pleasing and very natural 
little book, My Father as I Recall Him^ has casually drop{>ed a 
hint which puts us on the right track. When driving on the 
beautiful back road to Cobham once he pointed out a spot. 
"There it was," he said, "where Mr. Pickwick dropped his 
whip." The distressed travellers had to walk some tuelve or 
fourteen miles — about the distance of Muggleton — which was 
important enough to have a mayor and corporation, etc We 
ourselves have walked this road, and it led us to Gravesend 
Gravesend we believe to be Muggleton, against all competitors. 
Further, when chasing Jingle, Wardle went straight from 
Muggleton to town, as you can do from Gravesend ; from 
which there is a long walk to Cobham. 

Having accepted Muggleton as Gravesend, I am now endea- 
vouring to indcntify Dingley Dell and the Manor Farm, but 
my evidence is not yet complete, and as it will require and 
deserve more than the pn^'^inj^ notice which would be all it 
could receive here, I must hold it over for another occasion. 

There is little reason to doubt that *' one of the most secluded 
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churchyards in Kent, where wild flowers mingle with the j^frass, 
and the soft landscape around forms the fairest spot in the 
garden of Eni^lanu," in which Hcyling's wife and child were 
buried, is the churchyard at Shorne, where in later years Dickens 
wished to be laid to rest. 

David Coppcrfu'ld contains several references to Gravcscnd 
either stated (3i implied. But it will be found when more care- 
ful and exact criticism has been brought to bear upon the 
subject that Gnat Expectations contains moie allusions to 
Gravesend and its immediate neighbourhood than any other 
of Dickens' works, with the exception of the Pickwick Papers. 
Joe Gargeiy's forge has been located by popular consent at 
Cooling, in the marshes. Without any veiy careful enquiry 
Kitton accej^tcd this version and gave Cooling as the place in 
his Dickens' Country, Joe's forge had a door communicating 
direct with the kitchen ; and no such forge is remembered in 
Cooling. Here again enquiries at Chalk have resulted in an 
interestin<;j discover}^ On the opposite side of the road to that 
on which Mrs. Craddock's cottai^e is situated, a rambling fort^c 
still stands. It is still possible to sec the door which at one 
time gave direct access from the forge to the kitchen. Not 
only must Dickens have seen this when stopping in the villai^e 
in that memorable year 1836, but he must have passed it many 
times in later life on his walks and drives from Gads Hili to 
Gravesend, and the marshes of Denton and Chalk are suffi- 
ciently close to justify the reference; and, moreover, the smith 
was well known to Dickens. It is more than probable that 
the '* Ship Inn *' mentioned towards the end in GrteU Ej^ec* 
taHtms is the Ship and Lobster in the ne^hbouring parish 
of Denton, for many years a famous resort 

Dickens' personaJ relations with the town and its surround- 
ings are not less interesting. Chalk Church, with the quaint 
carvings over the porch, now falling into decay, was a favourite 
spot with Dicken*;. Not only this spot but the whole of Chalk 
was endeared to him, and he promoted villac^e sports and other 
things which are still affectionately remembered. A red sash — 
one of the prizes in these sports, and tied on the winner by 
Dickens himself still exists in the village. 

The "Commercial Hotel," situated at the western end uf the 
Promenade at Gravesend, is not now so large as it was in 
Dickens' time, as the part of the structure lying nearest to the 

136 




Digitized by Google 



COWPER'S HOME AT OLNEY. 



river has been pulled down. The remainder, however, is stiU 
much as it was in 1841 when Dickens first "put up" there. 
The inn was then known as Waite's Hotel," and was perhaps 
one of the best known and most frequented of the river hotdb. 
Dickens again stopped there for a short time just prior to the 
completion of the purchase of Gads Hill Place. 

Even to those who did not know Dickens he had two distinct 
features, the one v. hen he drove and the other 'A'hcn he walked 
throu[;h the town, although neither of them c an he described as 
personal. He frequently walked to GravesencI Station when 
on his way to London some two or three times a week, i)ut 
whcii walking for pleasure he was accompanied by two bkick 
retrievers, and the dogs became eventually as well known in the 
district as their master. When driving in his carriage the 
tinkling of the bells announced his coming some distance away, 
and with the large affection sometimes found in rural districts, 
the villagers of Chalk were often overheard to remark — " Here 
comes old Charlie." 

Gads Hill and Cobham, with the far-famed Leather Bottle," 
although more easily reached from Gravesend than from any 
other point, have been so often described with more or less 
topographical and historical accuracy that it is not necessary to 
enter into any details regarding either of the places. 



COWPER'S HOME AT OLNEY. 

By J. C. Wright, F.R.S.L. 

APPROACHING Oln^ from the railway station, the 
visitor is somewhat disappointed to find a number of 
recently built small houses ; these are the outgrowth of 
the chief trade of the place, that of tanned boots; a 
further indication is a large factory giving employment to two 
or three hundred hands. But the Olney for which we look 
consists of one main street, and from the appearance of the 
residences we cannot imagine that many changes have taken 
place since Cowper's day. Proceeding to the farther end of 
the town, the visitor notices a red-brick house of three storeys 
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on one side of the market place. This was sometimes called 
Orchard Side, and was for nineteen years the home of the 
poet Cowper. As the stranger regards it for the first time, he 
instinctively wonders how its owner could find joy in such an 
unprepossessing domicile. And yet we can well believe that 
the garden at the rear, which served as a connecting link with 
the adjoining orchard, was the scene of many happy hours. 
For Cowper had a doorway made in the Vicarage garden wall 
to enable him to visit his friend Dr. Newton, a privilege ior 
which he paid a guinea a year. 

This garden is now a separate property, but permission may 
be obtained to view tiie summer house, a miniature buildtng» 
" not much bigger than a sedan chair/' which Cowper some- 
times called his boudoir. It formerly served (says Mr. Thomas 
Wright) an apothecary as a smoking room, and in the floor is 
still a trapdoor ' which covered a hole in the ground where he 
(the apothecary) kept his bottles^ the same hole in which 
Mr. Bvll, who visited Olney once a fortnight, used to keep his 
pipes and tobacco. " Here," says Cowper, *• I write all that I 
write in summer time, whether to my friends or to the public. 
It is secure from all noise and a refuge from all intrusion." It 
is believed that John Gtlpin was here penned by the poet. 

Another object of particular interest to lovers of Cow per was 
his greenhouse, where he probably wrote the greater portion of 
The Task \ but this building has disappeared. Readers of his 
Letiers will rernetiiber his invitation to Newton : " I might date 
my letter from the greenhouse, which we have converted into a 
summer parlour. The walls hung with garden mats, and the 
floor covered with a carpet ; the sun, too, in a great mcasuit 
excluded by an awning of mats, which forbids him to shine 
anywhere except upon the carpet It affords us by far tbe 
pleasantest retreat in Olney. We eat, drink, and sleep where 
we always did ; but here we spend all the rest of our time, and 
find that the sound of the wind in the trees and the singing 
birds are much more agreeable to our ears than the incessant 
barking of dogs and screaming of children." During the 
present writer's visit to Olney, the market-place opposite 
Cowper's house was as quiet as the street of an ordinary villasje. 
Even " The Bull," the chief hotel of the place, bore the sam^^ 
character. Hut it was not always so, as w.- learn from a letter 
sent by Newton to Cowper in 177 1, when the latter aiKl 
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Mrs. Unwin had been obliged to take up their abode for a short 
time at this hostelry. The Vicar wrote: " I long for Tuesday 
that I may again think of you as livinf^ snugly at Orchard 
Side. What can you both do at ' The Bull,' surrounded with 
noise and nonsense day niui night ? ** 

To the left of the market-place " The Swan " Inn may still 
be found. This is the inn immortalized by Cowper in his Task^ 
as the destination of the postboy with the letters for the town. 
On the same side once stood the Round House, the home 
of evil-doers, but this was demolished years ago. Of the three 
elm trees supposed to have been planted to commemorate the 
union of the three kingdoms, only one remains. We have 
mentioned Cowper's house ; at the time of the writer's visit it 
was undergoing structural repairs, a fund having been raised by 
the historian of Olney, Mr. Thomas Wright, for that purpose. 
The Museum was open, however, and is well worth a visit, 
containing, as it does, many interesting memorials of the poet 
These include a First Edition of the dated 1779; a 

First Edition of the Poems, 1782; an original letter from Cowper 
to Lady Hesketh, written in 1793; Cowpcr's counterpane, 
etc. It will be remembered that he took up his abode in the 
adjoining village of Weston, where he lived from 1786 to 1795. 
The house is still standing, and is known as "The Lodge." It 
is interesting to note thaL when the poet left here for Norfolk, 
he wrote upon the window shutter in one of the back rooms 
the following pathetic lines : 

" Farewell t dear scenes, for ever closed to me^ 
Oh 1 for what sorrow must I now exchange ye. 

July 22, 1795." 

The shutter has been recently removed and b now placed in 
the Museum to which reference has just been made. Weston 

is a pleasant village, and shares with Olney the honour of 
having afforded Cowper scenes that were entirely suited to his 
mind, and yielded him material for his muse. From the 
winding Ouse and its adjoining meadows, he gathered lessons 
of peace and hope, and found 

" Nature in her cultivated trim 
And dressed to his taste." 
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SURREY, Vol. II ; Edited by H. E. Malden, M.A., 190$. 

WE cannot congratulate the General Editor, or the 
Advisoiy Council, or whoever it may be that is 
responsibly on the horrible confusion of arrange- 
ment into which these histories are drifting. In our 
notice of the first Surrey volume, we expressed our regret 
that the chronologrjcal sequence was broken by the omission 
of the chapter on Roman remains. Here we have the second 
volume, and still the Roman section is to seek. This lack 
of continuitv is becominc,^ a serious blot on the work, and 
detracts much from the individual merits of the various 
papers. 

This volume is a curious medly of good things, spoiled 
by faulty arrangement. VVc pass from Ecclesiastical History 
and Religious Houses to Military History; thence to Schools 
and Industries ; back we go to Architecture, Ecclesiastical and 
Domestic; we next find ourselves reading of Sport Ancient 
and Modem ; and lastly. Hey ! Presto ! we are in the midst of 
Topography, and have descriptions of a few manors, three or 
four churches^ a castle, and an abbey! It reminds one of 
a " Freak Dinner." 

The editor, Mr. Maiden, opens with an account of the 
Ecclesiastical History. This is a most careful and readable 
sketch from the introduction of Christianity down to the death 
of Mr. Spur^eon in 1892. Dr. Cox deals with the Religious 
Houses. Of these there were twenty. 

Benedictine Monks. — Chertsey Abbey. 

Cluniac Monks. — Bermondsey Abbey. 

CiSTKRCi.\N Monks. — VVaverley Abbey. 

Cartiu sian Monks. — Sheen Frior\'. 

Austin Canons.- — Merton IViory ; isewark Priory 
(Guildford); Reigate Priory; South wark Priory; Tand- 
ridge Prioiy, 

Dominican Friars. — Guildford. 

Observant Friars. — Richmond. 

Hospitals. — Newington; Sandon; Southwark, St. 
Thomas the Mart3rr and a Lazar House. 

Colleges.— Kin J^^ston, St Maty Magdalen; Lam- 
beth ; Lingfield ; Maiden. 

Alien Priory.— Tooting Bee. 
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There is a plate illustratiiig eight seals, but no description of 
architectural remains. 

Mr. Maiden provides the next section, Military History, and 
then Mr. A. F. Leach has an exhaustive article on Schools. 
The chapter on Industries, by Mr. Montajrue- S. Giuseppi, is a 
most admirable and exhaustive piece of work. 

Mr. Philip Johnston's chapter on I-lcclcsiastical Architecture, 
and Mr.. Ralph Nevill's on D(unestic Architecture, are both ex- 
cellent, and are well illustrated by pen and ink drawin^^s by the 
respective authors. Throup^h some extraordinary lap*^ of 
judgment, the interesting hall-timber house at Lingiicld is re- 
presented by an old and badly worn wood-cut, suggestive of 
The Quiver about 1870. Lists of old buildings are given, with 
their salient features and dates. These two articles will well 
repay a careful perusal by the architectural student 

Passing by the section on Sport Ancient and Modem, by 
various writers, and a scholarly account of the Forestry of 
Surrey, by Mr. J. Nisbet, we get the first instalment of the 
county topography; and this, we take it, is what the bulk of the 
readers of the Victoria County Histories are mainly interested 
in. This section is written by the Editor, Mr. Maiden, with 
architectural description by Mr. Breakspcar and Mr. Peers. 

The Hundred of F;irnham is the first dealt with. Two maps 
■are given, one of the County divided into hundreds, and one of 
the Hundred divided into parishes; it will hardly be credited, 
but it is the fact, that neither of these maps is provided with a 
scale. There is another map of the whole county at the end, 
which has a scale. 

Mr. Maiden's account of Famham, Elsted, Fren^am, and 
Seale, with their various manors, etc, is a most exhaustive and 
painstaking piece of work, thorough in its scope, and minute in 
its detail. 

The account of Waverley Abbey, by Mr. Breakspear, and 
that of Famham Castle and Church, by Mr. Peers, are 
what we expect from two such erudite antiquaries. For each 
there are elaborate plans, coloured to show the age of the 
various portions of the buildings, and there are some good 
sketches by W. M. M. 

Mr. Forbes Nixon has drawn the coats of arms in his well- 
known quaint st)'le, and Mr. A. R. Quinton supplies the 
frontispiece, a view of Mickieham Valley. 
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By Theophilus Pitt, F,C.S. 

THE village street of Cowley, in Middlesex, cannot be said 
to possess any object of much interest, for the church 
is the greater part of a mile away. Surrounded t>y 
farms and orchards, its priest originally serving a 
scattered population, the village as we know it arose in com- 
paratively modern times to meet the convenience of its 
inhabitants, and in response to the desire of man to fulfil his 
gregarious instincts. 

The ubiquitous Colne, and a rivulet called the Blackwater, or 
Cowley Brook, which runs from TTilh'ngdon and enters the 
River Colne, water the country and diversify the hiiidscape. 
The name of the place i.s s uTiewhat obscure; in Domesday Book 
it appears as Covelei. Lysons adopts the idea that it is the 
Anglo-Saxon Col-leag, the cold meadow. Thome is contented 
with the more evident rendering of cow and lea, the cow's 
meadow ; Uke many another place-name, we must leave it as 
uncertain. The manor formerly belonged to Westminster 
Abbey, under which it was held in the XIII and XIV centuries 
by Hubert Pecche and his descendants, by the rent of 30f* per 
annum. A part of the parish is called Cowley Peachey to this 
day. 

The church is dedicated to St. Lawrence, the chief Deacon 
in the diocese of Rome, who was martyred in the persecution 
of Valerian, A.D. 258. He was put to the torture for refusing 
to give up the church property, and broiled to death on an 
iron frame like a gridiron, hence he is represented by a gridiron 
in ecclesiastical art. His martyrdom appears to have created a 
profound impression on the Church, and dedications of churches 
in his honour are to be found in all parts of Christendom. He 
is remembered in our calendar on August 24th. 

The church is very small, and consists of nave, mostly 
Norman, but parts of whicli are probably Saxon, an Early 
English chancel, and a modem vestry. There is no chancel arch. 
The high pitdied roof is covered wilii red tiles. The diminutive 
tower and spire are of the XVIII century, built in 178a 
Describing this church in 1853, the author of the now rare 
Church Walhs in Mtddiesex, whicli marks the rise of the modern 
interest in our ecdesiology, says that the interior was " in a 
grievous state firom pues and galleries, even the chancel had a 
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galleiy entered through a window by steps from the outside^ 
and at the west end of the nave was a double gallery occupying 
from the ground to the ceiling. The pues were of all sizes» 
shapes, and colours. The chancel has an eastern triplet, the 
lancets of equal heit^ht, that in the centre being the widest, the 
intf-rnal splays modernised. A high king-post roof, circ. i 5CXD, 
remains. Four bench ends with poppyheads, probably belonp;^- 
ing to the chancel stalls, were worked up among the pues. 
The pulpit was placed on the north side of the chancel and 
oppo.^iLc the priest's door. The nave retains two Romanesque 
windows on the north side, in the cill of one of them is a 
minute cavity which appears to be used for a font. On the 
south side is an excellent Decorated window of two lights, 
trefoiled ogee, in the head a quatrefoiled circle with split cusps. 
Over the west gable of the nave is a little wooden belfry, 
containing one bell/' In the chancel was a small brass of 
Walter Pope, yeoman, who died in 1502, and his wife. In the 
churchyard. In a nameless grave, in an angle formed by the 
western tower, lies the unhappy Dr. Dodd, executed for forgery, 
June 27th, 1777. 

The Survey of Church Livings in Middlesex at the time of 
the Commonwealth gives under Cowley: — "Item, we present 
that there is one parsonage house and twenty acres of glebe 
land, which, with great and small tithes, if duly paid, we 
conceive to be worth about three score and ten pounds per 
annum, and that Mistress Francklyn, having the right of 
patronage, conferred the same upon Mr. William Bearc, the 
present preaching minister, who has all the aforesaid and profits 
for his salary.'* 

Among the worthies associated with Cowley stands Barton 
Booth, the celebrated tragedian. He resided at Cowley Grove, In 
Hillingdon parish, which was afterwards the residence for many 
years of John Rich, the patentee" of Covent Garden Theatre* 
Rich died there at the age of 70, having been manager of the 
theatre without a partner for forty years, He is buried in 
Hillingdon Church, where there is a monument to his memory. 
The house belonged to a Mrs. Evans in 1809, and is now the 
home of General Van Corlandt. Barton Booth was buried at 
Cowley in !733, «^ was also his second wife in 1773 ; as Hester 
Santelow she was a favourite actress and dancer, and she it was 
who erected the medallion to Barton Booth in Westminster 
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Abbey. The monument is in Poet's Comer. He was a 
favourite pupil of the famous Dr. Busby, and was led to the 
stage through his success in acting in one of Terence's plays as 
a schoolboy. He created the part of Cato in Addison's play. 

The Rev. John Lightfoot, author of Fhra Seotka^ who died 
in 1788, is buried in the churchyard of Cowley St. Lawrence. 
He was an accomplished botanist and naturalist, one of the 
founders of the Linnaean Society, and was Lecturer'* at 
Uxbridge Parish Church. 

The approach to the village of Iver from Cowley is marked 
by the picturesque bridge over the Colne, near which is a 
handsome house of red brick, probably built in the XVIII 
century. From the bridge the village is reached by a sharp 
ascent, and here, unlike Cowley, the church and the village are 
not separated. The Domesday Survey^ in recording the possi- 
bilities of Iver, calls it Evreham^ and affirms that it answered 
for 17 hides, that there is land to thirty ploughs, that from four, 
fisheries 1,500 eels were obtainable, and fish for Fridays for the 
use of the bailiff of the village. Pigs and grapes were plentiful ; 
thAre was pannage for 800 hogs, and two arpents of vineyerd. 
The manor was held by Robert de Oilgi, or Olgi. The village 
had both a market and a fair ; both have long since been dis- 
continued. There were two^hostelries of ancient standing, the 
'* Bull " in brick, gabled, with a good group of chimney shafts, 
and the " Swan," a half timbered house. The Swan alone 
remains intact 

The church, dedicated to St Peter, is mainly built of flint, 

and though it may, like Cowley St Lawrence, contain some 
portion of Saxon work, yet for the greater part the external 
appearance is that of a Perpendicular building. It consists of 
nave, a long chancel, aisles, and a large and lofty square 
embattled tower at the west end, containing six bells. The 
arches of the north arcade are Norman, those on the south side 
Perpendicular. There w\as a gallery on the south side of the 
church. The east window is a fine Decorated specimen of five 
lights. On the south side of the chancel are sedtlia and 
{nsdna, and at the east ends of the aisles there are also piscinae. 
The Norman font is a square bowl of Sussex marble, supported 
on a thick pedestal enclosed within four thin octagonal shafts. 
The monuments are not of engrossing interest, Sie oldest is a 
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brass on a large slab in the chancel, in memory of Richard 
Blount, d. 1 508, and bis wife Elizabeth. It bears the figure of 

a knight in plain armour, with sword, dagger, and spurs ; the 
wife is represented in a rich embroidered robe and girdle, with 
pointed head dress and lappets, and the three sons and three 
daughters are also engraved. There are also two or three 
inscribed brasses, without figures, in the church. In the 
chancel is a monument to Lady Mary Salter, d, 1631, having 
her recumbent effigy with a buy on cither side, between 
Corinthian columns which support a tall canopy ; bel(jw are 
kneeling figures of Dame Salter with two daughters behind her, 
and an infant lying with its head upon a scull ; opposite are 
two kneeling male figures. There are other monuments to 
Salters and Bowyers. There is a tablet in the north aisle to a 
learned bricklayer, bearing the following inscription: — 

*' Venturus Mandey, d. 1 701, of St Giles in the Fields, many 
years ' Bricklayer to the Hon. Soc of Lincoln's Inn/ He was 
studious in mathematics, and wrote and published three books 
for the public good ; one entitled Mtllificium Afonciotus^ or the 
Marrow of Measuring; another of Mechanical Powers^or tJu 
Mystery of Nature and Art Unvayled ; the third an Universal 
Mathematical Synopsis. He also translated into English, 
DirectoritDH Generale Uranomctricum, and Trigoywinetria Plana 
ct SpJtcrica, Linearis et Loo^ariihmica ; auctore Fr. Bonaventura 
Cavalerio Mediolanense, and some other tracts which he designed 
to have printed if death had not prevented him." ' 

On the floor of the nave is a slab covering the remains of an 

* The following notes on Venturas Mandey are from The Black Books of 

iJncolris Inn. 

1675, April 29. — Mr. Maundy, the bricklayer, is to attend the next 
Council, 10 answer ''for his unhandsome carriage towards one of the 
Masters of the Bench." 

1675, ^^^^y — Maundy, the bricklayer, shall not be any more 
employed on the work of this House until he apologise to Mr. Thomas 
Strode, a Bencher. 

1684, April a2.-~The consideration of the repairs to the Chapel is 
referred to a Committee ; they are to treat with Mr. Maundy *' upon the 
proposalls by him now made." 

1 701, June 2. — ^'Ordered that the summe oi £,% bee given to Venterus 
Mandey, as an acknowledgment for the Book (entituled Synopsis Maikem^ 
atica Universalis) he lately presented and dedicated tu the Masters of the 
Bench of this Society ; and to bee deposited in the Library thereoH" — 
Editor. 
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interesting personage, as shown by the inscription on a brass 
plate : — 

*' Pray for the soule of Raufe 
Awbrey, late cheyffe clerke 
of the Keychn tht. pmce 
Arthure on whose soule thu 
have mercy." 

The church is in a good state of preservation, all the old 
features have been retained, including the steps to the rood 
loft ; a stone coffin at present outside might with advantage be 
brought within the church. The churchyard is beautifully kept 

NOTES ON THE NAMES OF COWLEY AND IVER. 

Cowley. Lyson's suggestion uf the c<^hi meadoiv strikes 
me as a singularly bad j^uess, and one that ouc^ht not to be 
entertained save in the absence of any other possible solution. 
The Doomsday speUing may conceal a dropped /, this is the 
first point to consider; thus the name may be either Cove-lei or 
Covei-Ui. If the latter be correct, the name probably indicates 
one of its early possessors, for Covcly Cole or Col was a personal 
name among both Germanic and Scandinavian peoples. From 
it we get names like Colby, Coleby, CoUingham, CoUington, 
Colton, Colston, etc. 

If the first syllable is Cove and not Covel^ then we have 
choice of two interpretations. Cwa or Cem was another 
personal name, probably still represented by the surname Cove, 
To it we may attribute fairly certainly Covington and Cowsby, 
and possibly Cowling, and others. 

But I am inclined to think that the cow-pasture is the real 
mcanin[T, because we find other names formed on exactly 
sii]ii].ir lines, i.e., Horsley, Oxley, and Shipley (Sheep-lea). 
These names are represented in many parts of the country, and 
nearly all are quite small places within a few miles of much 
larger places. Lewis's TopoFrafyhical Dictionary gives seven 
places named Cowley; they Uuvv.-.: 1^1 ; i>iicks, 4^ miles 

from Buckingham; (2) Derbyshire, \\ miles from Dronfield ; 
(3) Gloucestershire, 6i miles from Cheltenham ; (4) Middlesex, 
miles from Uxbridge; (5) Oxfordshire, 2\ miles from 
Oxford; (6) Staffordshire, 5 miles from Newport; and (7) 
Devon, Cowley Bridge, 2 miles from Exeter. Lewis gives 
seven Horsleys, one Shepley, four Shipleys, and one Ship- 
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meadow, mostly within a short distance of larger towns. In 
this case, assuming a tract of pasture land used by the 
inhabitants of Uxbrid^^c for feeding their cows on, the gradual 
growth of a village would naturally follow. Byres for the cows 
and huts or cottages for the herdsmen would be built near 
tfiese cou-[)astures, and in the course of time a permanent 
population would settle there. 

IVEfL Til is place shows a contraction of a veiy unusual 
character. As Mr. Pitt points out, its Doomsday spelling was 
Evreham, and the last s)'llable has been dropped altogether. I 
do tv>t know when this happened, but it was before 1284-6, 
when It was spelled Uvere { Feudal Aids). In 1302-3 it occurs 
as Everc and in 13 16 and i^^6 sls Evre ( ibid.) To my mind 
the meaning is perfectly clear; it is the /mm of Ever or 
Iver, no doubt the original settler. This personal name was 
widely spread among the various northern nations. It forms a 
component part of a considerable number of English place- 
names. It its long genitive form we have Everingham ; the 
short genitive gives Eversden, Eversholt, and the uninflected 
forms gives Everdon» Everlcy, Everthorp (Yorks, formerly 
IverthorpX and Everton, and probably Earby (Yorks, formerly 
Eureby). If, as is not unlikely, an H sometimes got added, 
names like Haverholm, Havering, Haversham, Hever, and 
Heversham, may have a similar origin. — Philologus. 



WANSTEAD AND ITS PARK. 
By Oliver S. Dawson. 

[Continued from p. 69.] 

ON the Restoration of Charles II a Committee was 
appointed to make preparations for the Coronation. 
On May 15th, 1660, the House of Commons ordered 
"that Sir Henry Mildmay, Mr. Cornelius Holland, and 
Mr. Nicholas Love, do forthwith attend the Committee to 
whom it is referred to consider of Requisites for his Majesty's 
Reception, to give an account of what is become of the Crown, 
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Robes, Sceptre, and Jewels, belonging to the King's Majesty." 

Whatever became of the crown (Sherlock Holmes, it will be 
remembered, thought that he had found it hidden in an old 
manor house) there is no doubt that a very large amount 
of the late King's property had disappeared. 

Somewhat later, on August 14th, 1660, a Proclamation was 
published *' for restoring and discovering his Majesties goods, 
plate, jewels, houshold-stuflf, cabinets, statues, inscriptions, 
pictures, drawings, sculptures, rings, stones, ancient coyns, 
medalls, books, manuscripts, peices of art, etc., which did belong 
to our late dear Father, our Mother the Queen, or to our Selfe, 
which have been purloyn'd and embezilled." 

Much of this Avas no doubt in Mildmay's official custody, and 
he was openly charged with peculation. He had no stomach 
for any investigation, and determined to escape to the Con- 
tinent. He got as Air as Rye, but before he could find a vessel 
to take him to France, he was discovered and arrested on 
May 17th. He was at once sent to Dover Castle, where he 
remained in confinement for some weeks. 

Meanwhile the Commons had resolved (May 17th) that all 
persons who sat in judgment upon the late King's Majesty, 
when sentence of Death was pronounced against him, and the 
estates both real and personal of all and evety the said persons, 
whether in their own hands or otherwise, should be forthwith 
seized and secured ; and all ports were to be stopped, so that 
none should escape. 

On June 9th following, the Commons resolved, "That Sir Heniy 
Mildmay, Knight, be excepted out of the Act of General Pardon 
and Oblivion, for and in respect only of such Pains, Penalties 
and Forfeitures (not extending to Life) as shall be thought fit 
to be inflicted on him by another Act, intended to be hereafter 
passed for that purpose." And also "That Sir Henry 
Mildmay, now Prisoner at Dover, be sent up in custody from 
Dover, and committed Prisoner to the Tower of London : And 
the Lieutenant of Dover Castle be, and hereby is, required 
to send him up in custody to the Tower accordingly." 

On June 18th, the humble Petition of Sir Henry Mildmay, 
Knight, was read in the House of Commons. It was ordered 
that his commitment to the Tower be suspended, and that he 
be forthwith committed to the charge and custody of the 
Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House. On August 6th he 
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wns apparently released on finding good securi^; but on the 
24th he was recommitted to Tower. 

On July 2 1 St, 1 66 1, Mildmay was brought to the Bar of the 
House of Lords, and having kneeled as a Delinquent, the 
Speaker told him that a Bill was brought up from the House of 
Commons, which proposed that he should forfeit all his lantls 
and goods and undergo certain pains and penalties, " for sitting 
in that traiterous pretended High Court of Justice whereby his 
late Majesty was sentenced to be murdered/* and demanded if 
he had anything to say why the Bill should not pass. 

Sir Henry confessed that he sat once in that Court»^ and no 
more, and was heartily sorry for the same, and b^ged for 
mercy. 

The sentence w hich had been pronounced s^inst him was 
that he should be d^raded from all honours and titles, and 
every year on the anniversary of the sentence on Charles I, 
January 27th, he should be drawn upoii :i slerl^re thrDugh the 
streets to and under the gallows at Tyburn, with a rope round 
his neck, and so back to the Tower, there to remain a prisoner 
for life. 

He presented the following petition : — 

To the ri^^ht hon'^'" the Lords in Parliarawit assembled* 

The hurn!)le petition of S' Henry Mildmay, 
In ail humility sheweth : 

That yoF pef, being most deepely sensible of y* just dis- 
pleasure of y" hon^'' Houm of Commons declared against hym and 
others in the TAW there latelie passed for paines, penalties and 
forfeitures, and now depending before yo' Lo"^, the offence therein 
chaigcd against him being for sitting and acting in that p^tended 
high Court of justice for tiTing and judging of bis late Ma*** of 
blessed memorie. The onlie end w^' your pet' proposed to hymselfe 
for appearing in that pretended court, was, that hee might by his 
being there p'sent, and observing of theire proceedings, bee the 
better able to improve his utmost care and industry acccMrding to his 
allc^jeance, and special dutie to His late Ma*'' to preserve His said 
Ma"'^ hfe, w^*' yo' pet' endeavored w"* all his diligence ; nnd then 
also did (as hee now doeth), in the sinceritie of his heart, declare 
his utter abb<Mrrencie and detestacion of that most widkedmurdier of 
His late Ma*. 

And inasmuch as the suddenncs of yo' pet" last appearing before 
the hon*^ House of Commons was such that hee had not then tyme 
to make proofe there of this his allegation ; 

His most humble prayer therefore to yo^ Lo^ now is that before 

' As to Sir Henrys sittings, see an/e^ p. 77. 
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the s.itd Hill bee passed yo"^ Lo"'' most hon"* House, vo' t' mnv 
have liberty to produce his testimony to yo' Lo**"** for cleering soe 
much of y* integrity of his intentions, wh'''' however it may weigh 
with ycT good Lo^, hee shall humbly submitt to yo' righteous 

iudLrnK-nt ; Beseeching yo' Lo"^ in bowells of yo' compassion to 
hini .tnd his distressed children to commiserate his sad condition. 
And (as in duty bound) hee shall, &c. 

Hknrv Mildkay. 

With this he sent a certificate from Dr. E. Warner that he 
was suffering^ hum a rupture, and that if the sentence of 
drawing him in a slcdi^e from the Tower to T\'burn were 
put in execution, it would endanger his life. Notwithstanding 
this, the sentence* so far as it related to his conveyance to 
Tyburn, was, according to Noble's History of the Regicides, 
solemnly carried out on January 30th, 1662. 

In 1664 the sentence was relaxed as regards his imprison* 
ment, and he was banished to Tangiers. The accounts of his 
death vary ; one story states that he died at Antwerp, but 
Pcp\ s s?i)'s that he died at Wanstead, as we shall see later. 
The Wanstead Parish Registers are not extant for this period, 
so that we cannot say if he was buried there or not. A very 
curious picture of Sir Henry lying dead in his bed is still in 
possession of the family. 

The Act of Parliament above referred to [13 Charles II, 
chapter 15], menlions Mildmay by name. The title runs: — 

" An Act declaring the Pains, Penalties and Forfeitures imposed 
upon the Estates and Persons of certaine notorious Offenders 
excepted out of the Act of Free and Generall Pardon, Indemptnity 
and Oblivioa." 

After reciting the former act [i 2 Car. II, c. 11], it continues : — 

Wee therefore the Lords and Commons in Parliament assembled 
doe beseech your Majestie that it maybe enacted and be it enacted. 
That all and every the Mannors, Messuages [etc.] of them (he ssud 
.... Sir I lfnry Mildmay [and 26 othrrs] which they or any of 
them or any other person or persons to their or any of their uses or 
in trust for them or any uf thein, had the tive and twentieth day of 
March, 1646, or att any time since, shall stand and be forfeited unto 
your Majesty, your Heires and Successors, and shall be deemed 
vested and adjudged to be in the actuall and reall possession of your 
Majestie without any Office or Inquisicion thereof hereafter to be 
taken w found." AH goods, debts, and other chattels personal were 
also declared forfeited to the King. Bond-fide purchasers for 
valuable consideration were protected, but not the wives, children, 
or heirs of the offenders. 
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Wanstead accordingly became forfeited, and vested in the 
Crown by virtue of this Act. Morant states : " It is commonly 
said tiiat his son, Henry Mildmay of Shawford in Hamp*^hire, 
Esq., had divers suits to recover it, because it was settled on 
his mother, who was not ^niilty of treason ; but as it was not 
her paternal estate, and only a settlement of his father's, it was 
forfeited, and could not be recovered." Noble says that some 
of Mildmay's estates, which had been settled iti jointure, 
descended to his posterity. 

King Charies II was especially requested to make provision 
for his brother out of these forfeited estates. Accordingly, on 
September 6th, 1661, Letters Patent were granted to John, 
Lord Berkley, Sir Charles Berkley junior, Knt, and Henry 
Brounkard, Esq., on the nomination of James» Duke of York, 
of all the lands and tenements late of Oliver Cromwell, Henry 
Ireton, John Bradshaw, Thomas Pride, and others (named) and 
of any other traitors attainted of high treason, granted to the 
King by any Act of Parliament ; (Sir Henry Mildmay is not 
named specifically); To hold to them, their heirs and assigns, 
in free and comm<ni socage, and not in chief or by knight 
service, of the Manor of East Greenwich.* 

It is somewhat remarkable that Mildmay is not named in 
this grant, but as he was one of " the other traitors attainted of 
High Treason," no doubt that covered his property sufficiently. 

The Duke of York retained Wanstead exactly three months. 
On December 5 th, 1661, he sold it to Sir Robert Brookes, as 
appears by the following deed. 

Indenture made December 5th, 1661. James, Duke of 
York, John, Lord Berckley of Stratton, the Hon. Heniy 
Bninckard and Sir Charles Berckley the younger, Knight, the 
trustees mentioned in the previous grant, conveyed to Sir 
Robert Brookes of Cockfield Hall in Yoxford, Suffolk, Knight, 
in consideration of ;^3,500 to the Duke, and of £3,SOO to the 
Duke and the trustees, and of I2d. apiece, "all those the 
Mannors and Lordshipps of Wanstead and Stonchal! with the 
appurtcnaunces in the County of Essex, and all that the capitall 
mesuage and house of Wanstead aforesaid and the Parke called 
or knnwne bv the name of Wanstead Parke, and alsr) the 
advuw?.e»ii of the Church of Wanstead aforesaid," and all 
messuages, lands, etc., belonging thereto, including the great 
' Patent Roll, 13 Charles II, part 25, no. 12. 
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pond in the waste, called " Aldersbrooke Pond," and all apper- 
tenances in Wanstead, Walthamstow, Ilford, Barking, Wood- 
ford and " Laton," or in any other town or parish in Essex, 
" heretofore knowne, used, taken or reputed to be the estate of 
Sir Henry Mildmay." ' 

Sir Robert Brookes held the manor until 1667. He after- 
wards retired to France, and died there in bad circumstances; 
some folk say murdered, for his body was found in the river at 
Lyons. 

I cpy s, in his Diary, gives us several stray notes on Wanstead* 
Writing on May 14th, 1665, he says: ''To church it being 
Whit Sunday, my wife very fine in a new yellow bird's-eye 
hood, as the fashion is now. ... I took a coach and to 
Wanstead, the house where Sir Henry Mildmay died, and now 
Sir Robert Brookes lives, having bought it of the Duke of 
York, it being forfeited to him. A fine seat, but an old- 
fashioned house, and beinj]f not full of people, looks flatly." 

" 1667, April iQth. Some talk of Sir W. Fen's beini^ to 
buy Wansted Mouse of Sir Robert Brookes; and I dare be 
han^^ed if ever he could mean to buy that great house, that 
knows not how to furnish one that is not the tenth part 
so big." 

" 1667, May 1st. Sir W. Fenn did give me an account this 
afternoon of his design of buying Sir Robert Brookes's fine 
bouse at Wansted ; which I so wondered at, and did give him 
reasons against it, which he allowed of, and told me that he 
did intend to pull down the house and build a less, and that he 
should get £i,SOO by the old houses and I know not what 
fooleries. But 1 will never believe he ever intended to buy it, 
for my part, though he troubled Mr. Gauden to go and look 
upon it and advise him in it" 

Sir W. Fenn here referred to was the father of the founder of 
Pennsylvania. 

At this point we reach an important phase in the history of 
Wanstead. 

In 1667, Sir Josiah Child became the purchaser of the manor 
of Wanstead, which at that tune was estimated to be wortli 
;^ 1,000 a year, a decided increase on its value of forty shillings 
at the time of the Domesday Survey. He was the second son 
* Close Roll, 13 Charles II, part 4, no. 17. 
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of Richard Child, a merchant, and was bom in London in 
1630. He commenced life as a merchant's apprentice, and 

accumulated a large fortune. He was a Director and after- 
wards Chairman of the East India Compan}r, while his brother, 
Sir John, was Governor of Bombay. These two brothers are 
frequently confused with Francis Child, the famous banker, but 
it is not certain that there was any relationship between the 
two families. At any rate, Sir Josiah had nothiri^^ to do with 
the bank still carried on at No. i Fleet Street, and the bankers 
had nothing to do with Wanstead. 

John Evelyn of Wootton, the author of Sylvia, thus refers in 
his Diciiy to a visit paid on March i6th, 1683 :• — " I went to see 
Sir Josiah Child's prodigious cost in planting walnut trees 
about his seate and making iish ponds many miles in circuit in 
Eppin^ Forest in a barren spot, as oftimes these suddainly 
monied men for the most part seate themselves. He, from 
• a merchant's apprentice, and management of the East India 
Company's stock, being ariv'd to an estate ('tis said) of 
^"200,000 ; and lately married his daughter to the eldest sonn 
of the Duke of Beaufort, late Marques of Worcester, with 
iTso.ooo portional present, and various expectations." The 
remains of Sir Josiah Child's tree-planting may still be seen in 
the beautiful avenue of lime-^, known as Bush Wood. 

Sir Josiah was created a Baronet in 1678, and died in 1699; he 
was buried in the old church at Wanstead. His monument may 
still be seen in the chancel of the present church ; it is in good 
preservation, and bears on its front a long inscription in Latin. 

(To be contiuued. j 

THE OLD CHESHIRE CHEESE: 
A LITERARY TAVERN. 

By J, HOLDEN MacMichaeu 

IN Wine Office Court, on the north side of Fleet Street, a 
Court where the Wine License officer probably hung out 
his sign,' flourishes with unabated vigour the old Cheshire 
Cheese. With the exception perhaps of Baker's Coffee- 

' There was a Wine License Office, afterwards I think the Excise Office, in 
Old Broad Street, City, in 1 827. See the CiUtem Pocket Calendar oi that year. 
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house in Change Alley, it is the oldest "chop-house" in 
London. The production, huvvever, which gave the tavern its 
sign, a cheese of course of unimpeachable county palatine 
lineage, does not appear to be one of the nutrimental 
specialities provided by the Minister of the Interior ; and this 
is a matter of regret since it is withoat doubt that It is to a 
cockney appreciation of ''right Nantwich," of which Dr. 
Kitchener says that» two years old» it is " the best Bread Sauce 
in the world/' ' that the house owes its now historic cognizance. 
The adoption of the sign in this particular instance was possibly 
owing either to the praise which Thomas P uller in his Worthies 
bestowed upon the Cheshire Cheese, or to his direct recommen- 
dation of it during his appointment to the lectureship of 
St. Bride's, in Fleet Street, close by in 1647-8.* In his Worthies 
he says : " This county (Cheshire) doth afford the best cheese 
for quantity and quality, and yet their cows are not (as in 
other shires) housed in the winter ; so that it may seem strange 
that the hardiest kine should make the tenderest cheese. 
Some essayed in vain to make the like in other places, though 
from thence they fetched both their kine and dairy maids ; it 
seems thq^ should have fetdied their ground, too (wherein is 
surely some occult excellency in this kind)^ or else so good 
cheese will not be made. I hear not the like commendation of 
the butter in this county, and perchance these two commo- 
dities are like stars of a different horizon, so that the elevation 
of one to eminence is the depression of the others." 3 

The old tavern has an unaltered interior. There is, I think, 

• Housekeeper *s Oracle. 

• Perhaps it was usual for the Lecturers or the Vicars of St. Bride's 
to take up their residence in Wine Office Court, for the Rev. Wm. George 
Barnes, who planted the fig-tree in the fore-court of Wine Office Cowt 
about 1 50 years ago, was Lecturer, and, I think, at one time Vicar of 
St. Bride's, Fleet Street, And he also dwelt in the Court at No 12, .t? we 
are loid by Mr. Noble in his Memorials 0/ Temple Bar^ where we further 
learn that the tree was struck by lightning in 1820 ; slips, however, being 
planted in 1822 in the same court, and other slips in various parts of the 
country ; notably, I think, at Worthing, where the figs have since become 
famous for their superior quality, and, if 1 am rightly informed, are actually 
sent to the London Market. 

' The Cheshire Cheese was i weighty affiur, weighing from sixty to 140 
pounds. In May, 1792, a Mr. Thomas He ith, f irmer, of Nantwicb, made 
a cheese which weighed 192 pounds, and measured two feet four inches in 
diameter, and twelve tncbes in thickness. It was intended as a present for 
the King. 

144 



THE OLD CHESHIRE CHEESE. 

not an older in London, since the quaint tap-room of the 
" Sieves** in the Minories, with its settles, sanded floori and its 
massive chimney piece, disappeared in 1890, There are» of 
course^ signs that are older, and cellars and basements or other 

remnants of old hostelries and taverns that are of higher 
antiquity ; but one is, until better informed, disposed to think 
that the Cheshire Cheese in 1 lect Street rejoices in the 
possessiun of tiie oldest existing tavern-interior in London. It 
may be anything between 200 and 240 years old, and was 
probably rebuilt on the site of an older tavern immediately 
after the Great Fire ot 1666, which, as we know, advanced on 
the north side of Fleet Street, so far as Fetter Lane only, while 
on the south side it extended its ravages to the nev^uildings 
of the Inner Temple next to White Friars. 

In a room upstairs, where, as in other parts of the premises, 
second-hand daylight asserts itself aggressively, many a duel 
has in all probability been fought off-hand to save the trouble 
of repairing to one of the usual rendezvous around the City, and 
any skill the combatants may have exhibited was quite possibly 
acquired, in some cases, in boyhood at the boarding school 
immediately outside the tavern, in Wine Office Court : 

" Young gentlemen are carefully and expeditiously taught Latin, 

Greek, French, Dancing, /•V//i /A';,^ >Tathematics, Drawing, Fnglish, 
Writing and Accounts, at the Boarding School, Wine*Office-Court, 
Fleet Street, 

By J. EVANS and proper Assistants.** * 

The accomplishments of dancinf^ and fencing seem to have 
only just been added to tiie tumculuin, for in the same 
advertisement of two or three months before, only Latin, Greek, 
English, Writing, French, and Accounts are specified, con- 
cluding with: — "Note, Very good Rooms, unfumish'd, ex- 
ceedingly commodious for Gentlemen of the Law, to be lett in 
the same Court** ^ It was, no doubt, some such advertisement 
as this that drew Oliver Goldsmith from Gieen Arbour Court, a 
few years later, in 1760^ to ''respectable apartments " in Wine 
Office Court, whence he sometimes strolled into the Cheshire 
Cheese. In these new lodgings he began to receive visits of 
ceremony, and to entertain his literary friends, among whom he 
then numbered Guthrie, Murphy, Christopher Smart, and 

* Daily Advertiser^ June 32, 1 743 | and April 19 ikid. 

• Ibid.y Mar. 13. 
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Bickerstaff. It was in the same or following year that the poet 
became personally acquainted with Dr. Johnson, and it was 
probably with Madeira from the Cheshire Cheese, a wine for 
which the tavern was long famous^ that Goldsmith was rivaling 

himself when Johnson found him in distress for his rent, and 
having replaced the cork in the bottle, left him with the Vicar 
of Wakefield in his possession, which he immediately sold to 

Francis Newbery for £(30} 

Johnson's seat at. the Cheshire Cheese, says Cyrus Reddinof, 
who had conversed with Fleet Street tradesmen who had seen 
Johnson there twenty years before, " was on the window- 
seat, and (}oldsmith sat on his left hand."* About forty years 
before Reddmg's Recoliectioyis a j); reared, in 1858, we have 
another httle sketch of the tavern as it was in 18 1 5. It is 
described as being " kept in high order by Mr. John Calton, 
who now as host reposes from his labours as waiter, which 
office he for many years filled in this house, with amazing 
dexterity and precision, to the universal satisfaction of all 
comers. Customers who have long used the house meet of 
course with greater attention than strangers. The moment you 
enter you give your order to the waiter ; he calls to the cook 
below with the voice of a stentor. So great is the afflux of 
diners to this house, between noon and six in the evening, that 
many persons find it convenient to call and order their dinner 
an hour or two beforehand, go out to transact business, and 
then, on returning^, their dinner is instantly served up smoking 
and their porter foammg. The brandy, rum, and rack, com- 
monly called gin, of this house, are pure and genuine ; so is the 
winces 

It was in the " mids o' the day " that l^urns ch'scovered or 
renewed the gastronomic delights of a haggis, and it is soon 
after the fatigues proceeding noon>tide that the denizen of 
Pleet Street who, within convenient range of its magnetism, 
hies to the Cheshire Cheese on Wednesday or Saturday, or both, 
for the convincing sustenance of a beef-steak pudding. Such a 

• OUver Gotdsmith^ by Washington Irving, 1850. 

' Jyt'colUctions of Fifty Years. See also Creed's Tavern Signs, \ o]. v ; 
^ Storied Tm^em, by W. Outram Tristram (illustrated by Herbert 
Kailton), in either Scribner's or the English Illustrated Magaaifu of some 
ten (?) years ago ; Old and New Lmdms and The Book of the Cheese^ by 

R. 1). Adanas. 

* The Epicures Almematk^ 1815. 
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pudding is sometimes a heavy dish — it all depends upon where 
and fay whom it is made ; but at the Cheshire Cheese, even if it 
were by any remote possibility so depressing, memories of the 

occasions on which it was not would silence the tongue of 
slander. The receipt for making this famous pudding has, it is 
averred, been handed down from many generations of " Bens " 
who were waiters. This circiimstanre Hoes not seem to be 
generally known, that the father of all the Bens is said to have 
been an apprentice to the famous Christopher Kat, who made 
the Kit-Kat pies, pies which gave their origin to the celebrated 
Kit-Kat Club, and to the Kit-Kat portraits.* The soliloquy 
with which you are engaged when you sit down to the feast 
posscibcd aiiuthei mind on a famous occasion: 
" Fair fa* your honest, sonsie face. 

Great chieftain of the puddin* race! 

Aboon them a' ye tak your plaoe^ 
Painch, tripe, or thairm, 

Weel are ye wordy of a grace 
As lang's my arm." 
But all the waiters were not answerable to the name of Ben. 
Whether a celebrated waiter at the Cheshire Cheese at the 
beginning of last century survived the wrench which he 
sustained in "retiring from public life" for long, one cannot say, 
but his retirement was owing tu age and infirmity, though he 
was still alive at Christmas, 1838. Henry Todd was his name, 
familiarly "Old Harry." He had made a considerable sum of 
money at the tavern, but a spendthrift son "reduced his 
circumstances much." His portrait was painted by Wageman, 
and is a perfect likeness. It was executed at the instigation of 
a visitor to the house, a Mr. Thomas Morell, a well-known pen 
and quill dealer, who resided in the Broadway, Blackfriais, 
Ludgate Hill (a brother of "the Morell," also pen and ink 
dealer In Fleet Street), and who used to spend his evenings at 
the tavern, being well-known to the public by his eccentricity. 
" Peculiar Tom Morell " he was called, from the singularity of 
his puffs and advertisements. The inscription beneath the 

' Perhnp*^ the l;ist of the caseine tnbe ot Benjamin was one Ben, who is 
mentioned m Bentle/s Miscellany (vol. v, 475, 1839), a volume the more 
interesting because it was that in which Dickens's OHver Twisty illiistrated 
by Cruikshank, appear^ and who is described as being the {mndpal 
director and Cactotum .... a perfect oris^inal in his way." 
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painting is as follows : — 

Portrait of Henry Todd, who commenced waiter at the Old 
Cheshire Cheese Tavern, on the 27th February, 181 2. Painted by 
Wageman, J uly, 1827. Subscribed for by the Gentlemeii frequenting 
the Cofiee-Rooin, and presented to Mr. D(j].imore (the landlord) in 
Trust, to nl! future !nnd!ords of the Old Cheshire Cheese, Wine 
Ot&ce Court, in Fleet Street.* 

This Mr. Dolamore, or Dollamore, after a contest of some 
years, yielded to the importunities of customers for the supply- 
ing of bitter beer. As at the Cock, at Temple Bar, this 
beverage was taboo, and at one time " it would have produced 
less effect if a customer had called for a howl of prussic acid.** 
In 1848 political feeling appears to have run very high among 
the Cheshire Cheesites, for the habitual visitors separated them- 
selves into two distinct bodies, and occupied two distinct rooms, 
one of which was adapted to the use of Whigs, while the other 
is suitable to the accommodation of Tories.^ The expression 
•* Liberal " and " Conservative " appear at that time to have 
been consUleied too ** new-fangled/' 

In the bar room there is another waiter's portrait, this time of 
William Simpson, who became a knight of the napkin in 18291. 
His portrait was subscribed for by the gentlemen frequenting 
the Coffee Room, and presented to Mr. Dolamore to be handed 
down as an Heirloom to all future Landlords of "Ye Old Cheshire 
Cheese, Wine Office Court, Fleet Street." I do not know upon 
what authority the unmistakably genuine leather bottle in the 
dininp^ room is legitimately associated with the tavern and its 
convivial ways. There ccuild have been no use for it, since it 
was a traveller's appurtenance, and the house was not an inn. 
The date on it, 1728, may or may not be genuinely identical 
with that of its acquirement by the proprietor ; but as a matter 
of fact the bottle is much older than the date wliich it bears. 

The ceremony of proceeding about the famous pudding, at 
all events in the earlier part of last century, was begirt with 
special responsibilities. On the removal of the centre of the 
lid, the oysters, which should be ready at hand, were placed 
inside^ and the crust-Hd leplaced. If boiled in the pudding 
itself they turned out tough and tasteless^ in short, com- 
paratively like so many pieces of leather. This part of the 

* Creed, Coll. Tavern Signs, 

' Puf^ Show (weekly homoroiis joumal), Aug, 26, 1 848, p. 1 88, 
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ceremony is, however, not now adhered to, partly perhaps 
because the truth has been re-disoovered which lay enshrined in 
the old proverb, puddings and paramours need hasty hand* 
ling," and partly owing probably to the invention of the steam- 
engine and the fact of Fleet Street being no longer the 
residential thorougiifiure that it was. But when there was more 
time on hand, the removal of the pudding-Ud, after the proper 
time had been given to the oysters for being well done, was a 
work of some nicety, the little patience which this process 
demanded being said to have been well repaid, and the 
possibility of any other way of proceeding would no doubt at 
one time, like the proposal to introduce bitter beer, have been 
loftily referred to the Greek Kalends. 

Mr. R. R. D. Adams, in his fourth edition of T. W. "Reid's 
Book of the Cheese^ gives us a brief but scholarly and temperate 
appreciation of the tavern's high literary associations, when he 
observes that it is a place for pilgrims to resort to reverentially, 
and not for the sake of creature comforts alone. But above 
all, the Cheshire Cheese, so long as one brick remains on 
another, will perpetuate the memory of one of the most 
distinguished luminaries radiating in English literature. 

The national pride in the triumphs of the Cheshire dairy 
was not only expressed in the adoption of the Cheese as a sign^ 
but in the celebrated Song of the Cheshire Cheese : — 
A Cheshire man sail'd into Spain, 

To trade for Merchandise ; 
When he arrived from the Main, 

A S|)aniard he espies — 
Who said, " You English rogue, look here. 

What fruits and sp ices fine 
Our land produces ivvice a year; 

Thou hast not such in thine." 
The Cheshire man ran to his hold, 
And fetched a Cheshire Cheese ; 
And said, " Look here, you dog, behold ! 

W€ have such fruits as these. 
Your fruits are ripe but twice a 

As you yourself do say ; 
But such as I present you here, 
Our Land brings twice a day.*' * 
' Jones's P^nUor Chtskirt Mthdies. 
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THE CHRONICLE OF PAUL'S CROSS. 

By W. Paley Baildon, F.S.A. 

[Cnwrinaed from 73*} 

ISS6, August i8. WilHan Marshall to Cromwell. 
After most humble commendations to yo^ goode Lordship 
had, Pleasitb the same to be advertised that I sende to /ou, by 
this bringer, the somme of a sermon (suche as yt ys) that 
M*" Symondes, sometyme Chaplejm to the Bysshop of London, 
and nowe by ycF preferrement (as yt ys saide) Chapleyn to the 
Kinges Grace, made att Paulys Crosse, the vj^^ day of this 
moneth. I wolde have sent the same soner to yo'" Lordship, ne 
had ben that yt was saied that M*" Buckmaster, another trusty 
disciplr and Chapleyn of the Bysshop of London, shulde have 
preached att the forsaidc place upon Sunday last passed, whiche 
[neither] he, ne any rnan elles, did, the some of whose sermon I 
cntended to have also sent to Lordship, thinking verely that 
3^ wulde have been myche lyke in goodnes to S3mnondes 
sermon. • . • In the meane season, I beseche yoF Lordship, for 
Goddes sake, reade over the saide sermon and the notes that be 
in the margent ; whiche doon, I trust that by yo^ prudent discre- 
tion ye woll conceyve and call to yo' mynde many moo thinges 
worthy to be layed to his charge, wherof he ought to gyve a 
rekenyng. . . . What two sermons made the Bysshop of 
London ? Yf a mean man, ?i favourer of the VVorde of God, 
of ii^nnraunce had made but half suche a faute, as the l^ysshop 
made many, he shulde cither have burned orelles abjured, and 
yet the Bysshop escaped w^oute eny mancr of punyshement 
♦ , . Writcn att London, the xviij^^ day of August 

Yo"^ humble bounden servauntc, 

William Marshall. 
To the ri^t honorable and his singula- goode Lord, my Ijorde 
Privy Seal], be this delivered."— (Z«/fe^ and Papers, Heniy 

VIII, vol I02, fa 22.) 

1536, November 12. "This yeare, the 12 of November, 
beinge Sonday, there was a priest bore a fagott at PauUs Crosse, 
standinge in his surplesse, for heresie, which priest did celebrate 
his masse with ale."— ^Wriothesl^'s- CkronicU^ vol i, p. 58.) 

[1536], December 27. Latimer to Cromwell. 
" Salutem in Chrtsto dmtinam ct plunniam, w* thankes to yo' 
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Lordsh3rpe for ycf goodnesse. . . . And Syr, accordynge to 
yo' commandment, I was occupyde att PaulUs Crosse uppon 
Sonday nexte aftur your departure from London, natt other- 
ways (I trusts) then accordynge to yo'dyscrett monytion of 
charytable advertysment, so movynge to unyte [unity], owght 
ony specyall nott [note] of ony manys foly, y' all my Lordes 
then presentt semcde to be contentt w' me, as it apperyd by 
luffyn^e [lovinc^] thankes y^ yei gave me . . . Postridie 
Stephani Sancti. H. VVygorn." — {Letters and Papers^ Henry 
VHI, vol. 113, fo. 35.) 

1537, February 25th. "A Prologe befor the Censures 
agaynst the Bysshopp y* prechyd at PauUs Crosse the secondth 
Sonday off Lent last" The name of the writer does not 
appear. He sxys^ '*Wherfor I, beyng a lay man and may 
not (aft' the papyst lawc) occupye the pulpit, yet I juge 
myself not dischargyd befor God, unlest I do my endever to 
put asyd tlies late lyes and haltynges, and save the crystian 
not to be tanglyd them." — (P.R.O., Thiologual Tracts^ 
vol. i, Na 2a) 

1537, July 15. Latimer to Cromwell. 

"My Lord of York [Dr. Edward I>ee] hath tloiie right well 
at Paul 6 Lross^ as touching the supremacy and as touching 
condemnation of the rebels ; as well as he did before, if not 
better."— (Parker Society, Remmns^ p. 378.) 

1537, July. Cromwell to Dr. Sandewich. 
In my right harty maner I commende me unto yow. And 
where as for the honest report of your lemyng in holly lettres 
and incomipte jugement in the same, I have appoynted yow, 

emonges other, to occupie the rome [room] of a preachour one 
day at Pauks Cros^r, these be a swell to signefie unto yow that 
the said day so limited for ><tw is the xij^^ Sonday after 
Trinitie Sonday, beyng the xix day of August, as also to 
reqwire yow that ye faile not to be there at the same day, 
preparing in the meane tyme with suche pure syncerenes, 
trewly to open the VVorde of God at the said day, as I may 
therby take occasion to thinke the reaport made of yow to be 
trewe. Wherby ye shall not only do a right good dede, but 
also mynistrc unto me thankefuU pleasure, which I shall not 
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tayle to requyte as occasion may therunto sarve. And thuii 
fare ye well. 

Yo' freend, 

Thomas Crumwell. 
To my loving frend, Docto^ Sandewiche of Canterbuiy College 
in OxXot^t,**— {Letters and Pt^en^ Heniy VIII, vol. 123, 
fo. 174.) 

1537, August 17. Depositions taken at King's Norton, ca 
Worcester, August 17th, 29 Henry VIII. 

"The seyng of John Prest [of Norffyld]. The seyd John 
seythe that he hard Harry Hort tn sey thes wordes folIowynL; : 
that he was at London late, and there he hard, as he thynkythe, 
the Byshope off Rochester [Hilsey] sey thes wordes followyng 
at Polles Crosse^ as he supposythe : that he was wont to come 
to that place uppon hys owyn mynde and now he was 
commawndyd by tlic Kyiige ; and furtlier sayde that the seyde 
Hary seyd he hard dyvers sey that the same Byshope was 
a hefetyke and a lowler, and that he hard dyvers servyng men 
sey when he dyde see a Byshope goo, * There gothe a knave 
Byshope.* "—(Exchequer, L.T.R., Miu» Books^ vol. 120^ fo. 69.) 

1537, September 23. Thomas Cromwell to Matthew Parker. 

" In my right hearty manner I commend me unto you. And 
whereas, for the honest report of your learning in holy letters 
and incorrupt judgment in the same, I have appointed you, 

among others, to occupy the room of a preacher one day at 
PauPs Cross ; these be as well to siirnif}- unto you that the said 
day limited for you is the seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday, being the 23rd day of September next coming, as also 
to require you that ye fail not to be there the same day, 
preparinc^ in the mean time \\ ith .such pure sincerness truly to 
open the word of God at the said day, as I may thereby take 
occasion to think the report made of you to be true ; whereby 
ye shall not only do a right good deed, but also to minister 
unto me thankful pleasure, which I shall not fail to requite as 
occasion may thereunto serve. And thus fare ye well. 

Your friend, 

Thomas Crumwell. 

To my loving friend Master Parker, Dean of Stoke College in 
Suffolk."^^af^^ OnrrespendinUy Parker Soc, p. 5.} 
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1 537, November 28. Robert Richardine to Cromwell. 

" My Lorde» after right haitie and humble recommendations 
of servyce and prayers^ pleasith it your Lordeshipp to 
understande that your Lordeshippe«? bedeman and true 
orator, Doctor Crome, after he had harde me preche at 
PowUs Crosse dyvcrs t\'mrs, and also in other places, it pleased 
hym to take me into the contrey \v' hym, into Lincoln shire, 
whereas he hath prechyd latelye and founde grete nede of true 
mynysters of Goddes Worde there, and nothinge more desired 
withe the people nor lesse done in those quarters where he 
was." — {^Letters and Papers^ Henry VHI, vol. 126, fo. 203,) 

1537. Sir Thomas Newman, priest, bore a faggot for singing 
Mass with good ale.* 

[1537 or 8]. — Simon Matthew, 1^0 was a learned and good 
Man, and Prebendary of St. Paul's, London, and had about the 
Year 1537, or 38, preached and printed a Sermon at PauTs 
Cross upon this Text, By this Cognixancif saith Christ, aU the 
World shall know that ye are my Disciples^ tf ye have unity 
among you, , . — (Stiype, Memorials^ vol. i, p. 172). 

1538, February 23. John Husee to X^rd Lisle, Deputy of 

Calais. 

*' The Rode of Grace shall stonde to morow at Powles Crosse 
dywring [during] the sermon t} rne, and ther shall the abusyon 
be dyvolgyd." — {Letters and Papers^ Henry VHI, vol. 129, 
fo, 1 1 3d.) 

IS 38, February 24. "The 24th of February being Sonday, 
the Rood of Boxl^ in Kent, called the Rood of Grace, made 
with divers vices, to moove the eies and lips, was shewed at 
PauPs Crosse by the preacher, which was the Bishoppe of 
Rochester, and there it was broken and plucked in peeces." — 
(Stow, AnnaleSt p. 574.) 

1538, February 24. "This yeare, allso in Februarie, there 
was an image of the Crucinxe of Christe, which had been !ised 
of longe continuance for a great pylgremage at the Abbey of 
Boxley, by Maydestone in Kent, called the Roode of Grace, 
' Copied from Marsh ; reference not found. 
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taken from thence and brought to the Kinge at Westmlnstre, 
for certeyne Idolatrie and crafte that had bene perceaved in the 
sayde Roode ; for it was made to move the eyes and lipps by 
stringes of haire^ when they would shewe a miracle, and never 
perceyved till now. The Archbishop of Canterburie had 
searched the sayde image in his Visitation, and so, at the 
Kinges commaundement, [it] was taken thence, that the people 
might leave their idolatrie that had bene there used. Allso the 
sayde Roode was sett in the markett place first at May d stone, 
and there [was] shewed operilye to the people the craft of 
movinge the eyes and Hpps, that all the pcojile there might see 
the illusion that had bene used in the sayde image by the 
monckes of the saide place of manye ycares, tyme out of 
myndc, whereby they had gotten great riches in deceavinge the 
people, thinckinge that the sayde image had so moved by the 
power of God, which now playnlye appeared to the contrarj^e. 
. . , . This yeare, the 24th dale of Februarie^ beinge the 
Soundaie of Sexagesima and Sainct Mathias daie, the image of 
the roode that was at the Abbey of Bexley [Boxley] in Kent, 
called the Roode of Graces was brought to Pouks Crosse^ and 
their, at the sermon made by the Btshopp of Rochester [Hilsey], 
the abuses of the graces and engines used in old tyme in the 
said image, was declared ; which image was made of paper 
and cloutes from the legges upward ; ech legges and armes 
were of timber ; and so the people had been eluded and 
caused to doe great adolatrie by the said image, of long 

contynuance Also, after the sermon was done, the 

Bishopp tooke the said image of the roode into the pulpit, 
and brooke the vice of the same, and after gave it to the 
people againe, and then the rude people and boyes brake the 
said linage in peeces, so that they left not one peece whole." — 
(Wriothesley's Chronicle^ vol. i, pp, 74-76; see also Fox, 
Martyrs, vol. ii, p. 431.) 

1 538. ** The foure and twentieth of Februarie^ being Sundaie^ 
the fXKx) 6f Boxleie in Kent, called the Road of Grau, made 
with diverse vices [? devices] to moove the eies and lips, was 
shc\\ ed at PauUs Crosse by the preacher, which was the Bishop 
of Rochester, and there it was broken and plucked in peeces.** 
[Holinshed, Chronicle,^ Brayley adds: ''After which it was 
consigned to the flames on the spot'* 
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1538, Lent "Also this yeare in Lent, the Maire [Sir 
Richard Gresham] caused divers worsbipfuU men to gaUier 
money for the poore people everie Soundaie at the sermon 
at Pomks Crass§^ tow parsons [two persons] standing at everie 
dore to gather the devotions of the people, which said money 
was distributed weeklie to them that had most neede thereof in 
Cittie of London, and a registrc kept of the same, and so 
to contynewe." — Wriothesley's CkroHuh, vol. i, p. 77.) 

(To be eantsoned.] 
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NPUBLISHED MSS. kelating to the Home Countiks 
In the Collection of P. C. Rushiln. 

[Contioaed from p. 74.] 

1705* ^ March. Draft Agreement between Samuel Hoole, Citizen and I^aber- 
dasher of London, and Charles Blosse of Stow ^farl^et, co. Suffolk, that if fnbn 
Blosse, son of the said Charles, who had lx;en apprenticed to Hoole by Indentures 
of 23 Mardi, 1705, for 7 years, in consideration of £\oo. should die in the first year 
of the «aid term, then llrwle would return /"50 to Charles Blosse within two mODths 
then next coming, and ^^"30 if Jolm should die in the second year. 1 p. 

17 12, 31 March. Draft Agreement between Rachel Fether of London, Widow, 
and Joseph Browne, Citizen anri Weaver of London, whereby Browne agreed to 
serve i'cther as her clerk, servaiit, or agent, in the trade of Woodmonger or 
Coalemonger, for one year, in consideration of £^0. At the foot is a draft bond 
between James Austin and Rachel Pether, whereby Austin bound himself in £io 
against wilful waste or embezzlement by Browne wiule in her service. 3 pp. 

I704> 30 April. Draft Indentures of Apprenticeship b< i n\ < n John Smith %A 
Fcvrr^fiam, co, Kent, Mercer, and William Branson, Merchant Taylor of London, 
whcreijy it was agreed that George, son of the said John Smith, should be 
apprenticed to Branson for 3 years then next, to be taught the business of % 
Woollendraper, in consideration of £"^2 5-f., Branson finding board and hxigit^. 
Provision for terminating the Apprentic^hip at the enrl of the second year. 3 pp. 

1714, October. Draft Indentures, witnessing that William Naylor, son of 
Benjamin Naylor, late Citizen and .... of London, deceased, put himself 
apprentice to John Owen of the parish of Su Martin's in the Fields, Silk Dyer, 
to serve for six years and tobe tangnt the business of • Silk X>yer, beii% supplied witfi 
board, lodging and washing. 2 pp. 

1675, I November. Lease of Posse:>sion fur one year by John Everest juoioir, 
late of Cowden, Kent, bat then of St. Savioar's, Soothwark, Botchor, to Inomaft 
Skclr on nf Addington, Surrey, Husbandman, of a messuage called ** Roopers," with 
a bam, edifices, yard, garden, orchard, and one piece of land containing five acres, 
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in WestcrbMn, Kent, then occupied by Tbonws King» abutting on the roftd leading 
throagh WesterhftiD town on the mm, Weaterfaun dburchyard oo the fPcH, lands of 
Wesierham Cowtlodge on the north, and lMtd» late of Homphii^ StilM, gjnoLp on 

the east. 

1 68 1, 13 Julj. Lease of Possession for one year by John Bennell of St. Miutin*s 

in the Fieta!j, Farrier, tu Thomas Fountaine of lancoln's Inn, Esq., and John 
Rowland of London, gent., of three adjoinini^ messuages in Chequer Alley, in or 
near King St., Westminster, then in the occupations of Robert Thorpe, Tailor, John 
Gnusing, Chairman, and Thomas Moigan, VictiMdler, and built apon put of » 
garden plot in the said Alley. 

1681, 2& February. Le;ii>e of Possession for one year by Bennett Garman of St. 
Clement's Dsnes, Haberdasher, to James Bridges of St. Mary- le- Savoy, Strand, 
Coatesellrr, or two tofts if land in the Old Bayly, in the parish of St- Martin's 
Ludgate, whereon stood two messuages burnt down by the Great Fire, one contain- 
ing a cellar, a shop, a parlour, and a kitchen, with a yard, four chambers, and a 
garrett, in tli/ orcupation (when standing) of ... . Butler, gouldwyerdrawer, and 
the other mciisuaee known as **the Grifhn," and formerly in the occujMtion of 
William Bitrrdl, Otisen and Gifdkr, and at the time of the fire of Samod THupin. 

i68n, 72 April. I^a-sf .f Possessirn f. .r one year by Joseph Bcnwell, Maulster, 
to Roix:rt Ciiessall, Tanner, both of Grt^t Marlow, co. Bucks., of a manage in the 
High St. theiv, then oeenpied by Hhe lessor, formerly by William Langley, and two 
closes of arn'ile land calleii '* Pottlands," containing three acres. 

'^'* 7 Jane. Lease of Possession for one year by John Gage of Harwich, Ksses, 
BlacMmitb, and Mary Nicholson of die same, widow, to Rc^er Consens tk Great 
Comard, Suffolk, Husbandman, and Elizabeth his wife, of a messuage and curtilage 
called " Masons " in Great Comard, between the green called '* Over Eye " on the 
east, land late of Robert Pamplin, belonging to the manor of Abbey Hall 00 tike 
west, out he»d abutting upon the tenement kte of Edward Phitlipps on the sonA, 
and the other upon land of the Mid Robert Pamplin on the north, then in the oocn* 
* pation of John Canham. 

1702, II June. Lease of Possession for one year bgr Thomas Scott of St. 
Leonard's, Shoreditch, Brickniasler, to Joseph Helby junior of London, Brewer, of 
a piece of land thirty feet in breadth N. and S. and forty-nine feet in depth fronting 00 
Denmark St., Stepney, on the east, on a messnage of John 0»ien on the souili, on 
gardens on the east side of Betts St. on the west, and on a messuage of Richard 
Sankey on the north, which land had been demised by Scott to Jeremiah Slow of 
Stej^ney, Husbandman, fay Indenture of 30 November, 169a, for (dxtj years, from 
Christmas then next, at 305-. per annum rent ; and also the two messuages since 
erected on the said land, and occupied bv KuwUuid Sharply and Elizabeth Loi^, 
widow ; and another piece of land, niteen leet in breath N. andS. and forty-eight feet 
deep, fronting on Denmark St nn the t n t, ' n n nu s s i.iijc f J nathan Parsons on 
the south, on the said gardens on the west, and on one ol Uie said messuages on the 
north, whidi land bad been dcadaed by Scott to John Otden of St Paul's Owdwdl, 
Middlesex, by Indenture of 30 November, 1692, for sixty years from Christnixs then 
next, at 15^. per annum rent ; and also the mestitaee since erected on the said 
land, and occupied by ... . Myles, widow.— iSbwAAr Stti, 

BcAUCHAMP OK Bklch.\mp, Essex. — The Duchess of Cleveland, in 
her book on TAe Battle Abbey Roll^ 1889, writes of Bcauchamp- 
Roding or Roding Beauchamp, BeauchampOtes, Beauchamp-Walteri 
Beauchamp-St. Paul's, Beaucfaiainp-St. Ethelbeii and Beauchamp- 

Prediton, all in Essex, with a number of manors in other counties, as 

being nampd after the great Beauchamp family. Wiirh of the 
Beauchamps were connected with, and gave their names to these 
Essex manors ? Nu member of this family appears in this connection 
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in the Domisday Survey^ where the name is generally spelled Sekamp 
or BeUham. If the name originated with the Beauchampfli some 
member of that family must have been in possession of the manors at 

least as early as 1086 ; yet the Survey says nothing of them. Nor 
does Mr. J. Horace Round, in his careful analysis of the Survey in the 
Vutoria History 0/ Essex^ Vol. I, 1903, mention any Beauchamp as 
holding these lands. Is the name, then, wrongly attributed to Che 
Beauchamps, and is it not rather a ccnncidence that the name 
Belchamp ("beautiful country") was given to certain pretty spots in 
Essex, just as, in the time of King John, an abbey then founded in 
Hampshire was called "Beaulieu"? Richard Neville, Earl of 
Warwick, the celebrated " King-maker, acc^uired through his marriage 
with a daughter of Richard Seauchamp, Earl of Warwick, certain 
lands in Essex, which would appear to have descended to subsequent 
Earls, but no light is thrown on the question in the Countess of 
Warwick's IVarwick Castle and its Earls ^ 2 vols., 1903. These lands 
must have come to the Beauchamps after the Domesday Sunn'. 
This may have been the case with Beauciiamp-Roding, which appears 
in the Survey as "Roingas in the " Hundret of Angra " (Ongar). If 
so, this may be the only one of the *'Belchamps" which owes its 
name to the family. That Belchamp Otton, otherwise Belchamp 
Otes, was- named after Otto FitzWilliam (Duchess of Cleveland, The 
Battle Abbfy Roil, ii, 33 ) would seem to indicate that " Belcham " 
was a place-name merely, and not a personal name ; and this may be 
the case with the others. Belchamp St Paul's would be the fine fiields 
or pleasant pasttures belonging to the Canons of St. Paul's, and so on. 
Perhaps some of your readers can give more authoritative information. 

The only Beauchamp alluded to by Mr. Round in the Victoria 
History of Essex is a Johnde Beauchamp, who, as owner of Crawenhoe 
(in Essex) charged the tenant, in a plea of 1234, with cutting down 
oaks on it, and giving 20 of them to die parson at Avdey. Who was 
this John de Beauchamp? There was a John de Beauchamp of 
Bedford, slain at Evesham in 1265. It could hardly have been John 
de Beauchamp of Holt, Worcestershire, son of William de Beauchamp, 
Lord of Elmley, and brother of the first Earl of Warwick ; and the 
date would also seem early for John de Beauchamp of Hacche, 
Somerset, who died in 1283. 

Since die above was written, I see that Mr. W. Sparrow Simpson, in 
Thr Visitation of Churches belonging to St. PauFs Cathedral in T2g'^ 
and in /-/jc? (Camden Society, 1^95, introduction, p. 18), writes iliat 
" Belchamp, about 5 miles beyond Wickham, was the gift of Atheistan 
[to St. Paul's Cathedral]. It obtained its Norman appellation, says 
Lewis, in consequence of its fertility and the beauty of its situation." 
This confirms my surmise with regud to one at least of the localities 
mentioned FknoK. A. Edwards. 
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DENNIS Family (vol. x, p. 37).— The wife of Sir Peter Deanis, 
Bait, is mentioned tt the above refetence. I thought you 
would be pleased to insert the epitaphs of the fiunily which 
appear in Canaick's Epik^hs ^St. Amras, yoL n, p. ao^,— * 
Thomas Philups. 



Here lieth the Body of 
Sir Peter Denms, Bart., 
Yice-Admiial of the Red Squadron, 
Who departed this life on 11*^ day 
of June, 1778, aged 65. 

Heie lieth the Body of 
M'* Martha, Relict of the Rev. Jacob Dennis, 
Who departed this life on the 1 1"* day of 
July, 1746, aged 77 years. 

Also the body of Eliz*'' lite wife of 
Sir Peter Deaxub, Bart., 
Who departed this life on the 30"* day 
Of Dmmber, 1765, aged 44 yean. 

Here lieth the body of 

M"^ Ann Dennis, 
Also a Daughter of M'' Martha Dennis, 
Who died the 10"' day of June, 1793, 
Aged 81 years. 

And also the body of 
Charles Dennis, 
Who departed this life on the 
first of June, 177a, 
Aged 67 years. 

To the Memory of 

M*^ Sussana Dennis, 
Who departed this life 
on the 23 day of Nov*, 1776, 
Daughter to the Rev' Jacob Dennis. 



The Rfd Housk, Batiersea (vol. x, p. 38). — In Mr. MacMichael's 
interesting aiLicic un this subject, he attributes to the Red House the 
tare and curious print of " drinking Asses Milk." It will be noticed, 
however, that there is no inscription at the bottom of the picture. On 
a copy in my pos.session the plate is inscribed " Certain City Macaronies 
drinking Asses Milk," and some one has written " at the celebrated 
house in Kentish Town." This is supposed to mean the Old Farm 
House, of which I have several iliusurations. It would be intert^ting 
to know to what locality this plate really refers, so I should be gted if 
Mr. MacMichael will kindly say where the original is from which his 
photogn^ was taken. — Ambrose Hbal^ 196, Tottenham Court Road. 
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OTES ON THE Earlier History of Barion-on Humber. By 
Robert Brown, F.S.A. ; voL ii, 1154 to 1377. Elliot Stock; 
pp. xi, 238 ; 15^. net 



ThiS| the concludioe volume of Mr. Brown's Notes, is a valuable contribation to 
LincolDAiK topogn^iy. Hie aatbor \m. made an exhaustive collection of early 
documents, and there aie % very large number of them ; the Chartulary of Bardney 
Abbey contains a great many charters, and Barton is very rich in early Fines. It is 
a great pity that Mr. Brown did not have hb transbtiont leriaea by Mine one 
familiar with legal j)ractice and phraseology- As it is, he has missed many points, 
and has on several occasions confused himself (juite unnecessarily. We may dte a 
t^ncal instance. On 19 a dwrterfe given by which Gilbert deGaant gave to BaidBey 
the m 'iety of a place called Littelmersk, and it mentions the fact ih.it he had given 
the other moiety to Ralph de Schechville in frank -marriage ( in libtrum mariiagium) 
widi his (Gilbert's) daughter Gannon. Cmmnentingon tbis, Mr. Brown says : *< The 
* marriage' here spoken of i" thi- power which the lord or other guardian in chivalry 
had of disposing of bis infant ward in matrimony, with the rights and iacideots 
attending such disporition.** On p. 61, in dealing with some sttheeqnent doeoments 
n lating to I.if irlmcrsk, lie mentions this grant to Sacheville and Gunnoni. and 
wonders whether such grantii were " merely valid duringthe lifetime of tlic donor, 
notwithstanding the absolute phraseology employed.** The answer is very sintple. 
The grant /// Hfi'tun marita^^iurn had nothing to do with wardship or feudal 
relationships of any kind ; it was a settlement made by a man on the marriage a 
diild, with remahider to his or her tssae, and a reversion to the donor and his heirs 
in default of such ijisue. In this case, as Gunn ra was childless, the reversion took 
effecL There is a curious " bowler " on p. 140 in the translation of tlie inscription 
00 a brass, where tile final ** Amen," engraved ** amC," has appeiently got mixed np 
in the author's mind with amor. Petra blodia means a blue stone, not a blood stone 
(p. 14S). Mr. Brown is more at home as be gets to later periods. His account of 
Ine two chnrches, with thdr chantries, endowments and clergy, is capital work. 
The notes on tlie carved corlxils of St. Peter's Church are very interesting, though 
lather too fanciful for our taste; for instance, we can see no possible r^ison lor 
assuming that the head in a close fitting helmet, if helmet it be, represents the last 
Grand Master of the Templars, or indeed any member of that Order. The list of 
shields formerly existing in the two churches makes sad reading, for apparently few 
of them are left, but its value would have been mnch greater if the names had been 
included in the index. The last section we need notice is on '* The Port and Trade 
of Barton," and here Mr. Brown is at his best. We have an extremely interesting 
and carefnlly written account of the gradual decav of Barton as a sea-port, swamped 
by the growing importance of the Royal Bonn^ of Kingston-on-HuU. The book 
is well ttlttstxated and very nicely got up. 

SoMB Special Stitdibs in Genealogy. Charles A. Bemau ; pp. 96 ; 

IS. td. net. 

This little work, which is announced as the first volume of '* The Genealogist's 
Pocket Library," contains three articles devoted to special branches of genealogical 
research. The first, on "American Emigrants; how to tiuce their Ei^lidi 
Ancestry," is by Mr. Gerald Kothergill, who is a well-known expert on the suhjcct. 
His notes and suggeslion» are sensible and sound, and cannot fail to be of great 
value to our cousins over the *' pond." The second article, on "Quaker Records,** 
is hy Mr. Josiah Newman, F. R. Hist. Soc. Most Nonconformi.st Registers are 
intinitely fuller and better kept than the corresponding records of the Churdi of 
England, and the Quaker Registers are no exceptii;n. Mr. Newman gives a full 
description of the various classes of these and where they are to 1-. f irnil. The 
third article, on *' The Genealogy of the submerged,'' is by Mr. Charles A. Bemau. 
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We do not mneinber to have seen this bnach of pedigree-work treated of befoie. 
The idcft is « good one, and Mr. Bcnwn't dtort treadw » m capital |iieoe of pioneer 
work. Many valuable s^gestions are made, and any one badly " stuck' will do 
well to read thik amj, fmt book has numeroos references to London and Smtj, 
and is well indexed. We shall look foiwiid fritfi inteveit to the nbieoment volnaMS 
in this scries ; the second, on '* Qniiceiy Ptaoeedings,** by Mr* 6. F. T. Sheiwoodi 

will be published early in April. 

The Roman Centuriation in the Middlksix District. By 
MoDlagu Sharpe, D. L. ; pp. 20 ; 6d. 

This book forms a third addendum to the author's well-known work Sme 
Anti^itus of Middlesex^ and the sobject is treated with his anal thorooghncsi. 
The " Centuriation" of a district was its di%-ision into rectangular pnrccU of a more 
or less uniform sire, and was for the two-fold purpose of access by means of roads 
and of convenient sulxii vision into estates. It resembled on a large scale the modem 
splitting up of a building estate into lots. A glance at Mr. Sharpe's large map wiU 
show the extraordinarily complicated nature of the researches and investifations 
neoeasary to produce sndi a result. The Roman Surveyors worked on a definile 
system, first laying out two scries of main roads a given distance apart, nnd crossing 
CMch other at right angles. The large rectangles thus formed were subdivided into 
anyiller ones by oeci^Mtion roads, and the seeond set of reetaac;Ies were farther 
divided by baulks or p.i'hs. Mr. Sbarpc ha.s found many traces of these divbions, 
shown by existing roads, lanes, hedges, and so on. The result is a most induable 
oontribntioD to the early hittoiy of Middlesex. 

Sandwich : The Story of a fiimous Kentuh Port By George Gray, 
with illustrations by H. Maurice Page; pp. lao; cloth, sx. 6^. 
net. The Homekuid Association. 

Hove, with its Stirroundings By H, G. Daniels; pp. 76; net 

The Homeland Association. 

TTie Handbooks of this Association come out with wonderful regularity, and keep 
up their excellent quality. Few of tmr coa.'it towns have a more varied and faicinat- 
ing history than .Sandwich. Its gradual rise on the dt-aiy of Rich}"K)rough in bte 
Roman or early Saxon times ; its period of importance and even greatness as one of 
the Cini|iie P<Nts, when it had nmety-6ve ship* and i,SOO sailors ; its decay as a 
port, fiwing to the silting up of the Haven, and its sub'^r r|ncnt sLignation ; and its 
modern revival, principally owinc to golf ; are all well and sympathetically tukL Its 
drarches, getes, old honses ana other baildines are nocmatdy described and wdl 
illustrated. Mr. rage's charming drawings add jjreatly to the \'alue of the hr)ok. 

Mr. Daniels has not so good a subject in Hove, but be has made the best of 
somewhat scanty matermb in fab histonc dcetch. Hove is a town of yesterday, and 
has few buildings of any intcrt-st, though there are many plexsant iV ilt, , and pictur- 
esque villages in the ncighlx^urhood. We are glad to see the coloured frontispiece of 
the aims of the Borough (by the bye, why was Ais feature not indoded in die 
Sandwich volume?), but what a comment on nxxlern lieraldic art ! Wc arc told 
that the arms were granted in 1899 ; as a specimen of heraldry they are only one 
remove Irani the fantlung>niachincs, pit-heads, locomotives, and so on, tint appesr in 
ootponrtioii gnnls of a slightly earlier date, 

Maidstone Public Library and BsKTur Art Gallery; Report 

of the Curator and Librarian for 1907. 
We heartily congratulate Mr. Allchin, the Curator and Librarian, on the excellence 
of this report, and the Borough of Maidstone on having a public officer capable of 
doii^ soch fint<lass work. The report ia a model of what such a document should 

be, and wc can confidently recommend every B<irniit;;b. Council having a librsr\- or 
museum to place a copy in the bands of its officials lor careful study and imiuuuu. 
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THE KING'S OLD BARGEHOUSE/ 



By Ethel Lega-Weekes. 

ON the Surrey side of the Thames, opposite to Temple 
Garden, is a landing-place for boats which bears to 
this day the name of Old Baigehouse Stairs/' com- 
memorating the building or buildings in which of yore 
were sheltered the great Barge of States and other lesser river- 
craft employed in the Sovereign's service. 

The name of " The Bargehouse^" seems also to have deriva- 
tively attached to severnl business premises in the neighbour- 
hood of Bargehouse Alley,' as instanced in some of the local 
trade tokens of the seventeenth century, thus described in 
Williamson's edition of Boyne's Cataloguit under 

SouTHWAKK; Upper Ground:^ 

No. 474, O. At the New Ship on = a ship. 

R. The Ovper Ground = G. I. B. 
No. 475, O. Henry Bachelor in the Vppersthe Butchers' 

Arms. 

R. Grovnd in Sovthwarke^his Halfpeny, H. E. B. 
Na 486, O. In the Vpper Ground neer»0. M. L. conjoined. 

R. The King's Old Barge House =0. M. L. con- 
joined, his Half Penny. 
No. 487, O. Nic Yates at Ye King's Old Barg»his Halfe 

Feny, 1669. 

' I desire to acknowledge h«re, with thanks, Ukut privilege that has been 

accorded me of making unrestricted extracts from such valuable documents 
as the maps and Surveys at the Office of the Duchy of Cornwall ; the 
series of Court Rolls (carefully indexed and calendared) going back to the 
fourteenth century, of the Manor of Paris Garden, now in the custody 
of the Steward of the Copyhold portion of the Manor, Mr. Charles 
Greenwood, Regist<\ r of "The Manorial Society," i. Mitre Court Buildings, 
Temple ; the old Court Books of the Freehold portion of the Manor, at 
Messrs. Lethbridge, Money and Prior's, Abingdon Street, Wotmtnster ; 
the parish Registers of St. Mary's, Lambeth, etc. My thanks are also due 
to Mr. Salisbury of the Public Record Otfice, Mr. Soulsby of the Map 
Department, British Museum, Mr. Borrajo of the Guildiaaii Librar)-, and 
Others who have Idndly assisted my leseardies. 

• " Bargehouse Alley " was the contracted northern continuation of 
" Broad Wall," from the point where " Upper Ground " branched oflf to the 
east, and '* Narrow Wall " to the west 
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THE KING'S OLD BARGEHOUSE. 

R. Hovs Vper Grovnd Southwork = the Bakers 
Arms.' 

No. 489, O. Tho Lambe Salter at = the Vintners* Arms. 

Ye King's Barge Hovse = T. M. L. 
No. 490, O. Ely zabeth Smith = a man rowing a boat. 

R. In Yc Vpper Grovnd E. S. 9 1659], 
No. 492, O. Wniiam Warner in the s an Angel, 1669. 

R. Vper Grovnd in Southwarke=hls Half Peny» 
W. R. W. 

I know not what d^ree of antiquity was claimed for the 
public house called " The Old Bargehouse/' which stood at the 
comer of the Alley and Upper Ground, on the site marked "P. H." 
in the 1875 Ordnance Survey Map, nnd which was only recently 
dennolished to make place for the new r.C). Electric Works ; but 
Mr. Philip Norman considers that this inn was referred to in 
the tokens, Nos. 486, 487, and if so early, it may be one of the 
houses in the situation depicted in Bray's plan. It does not 
occur, nor does " The Fleece," in a list of Taverns existing in 
1636, reprinted by the Surrey Archaeolog. Soc. (vol. xix, p. 195) 
from a little work by John Taylor, the Water-Poet, though tibts 
gives under Lambeth and Lambeth Marsh " " The Fauloon,** 
and '*The King's Head.*** In CromweU's time three or four 
extensive timber-yards stretdiing to westward of the alley 
were known collectively as "The Bargehouses," and in that 
region modern maps show "Old Bargehouse Oil-works" and 
** New Bargehouse Wharf," while to eastward of the alley wc 
have in the 1875 O. S. three " Old Bargehouse Whan'es " (one 
for corn, another for iron) between the Stairs and " Old Jamaica 
Wharf/' the latter being nearly in line with the point where 

• Cf. No. 7, O. Henry Bardge - Baker. 

R. In South'>varke = the Bakers' Arms. 

On page 1,011 the editor mentions " the AungeU Beerhouse," which in 
1 585 belonged to Sir Robert Copley,* etc 

Where three initials appear on tolceas, the middle one, says the editor, 
is that of the wife's Christian nauie. T. M. L. then might stand for 
Thomas and M(ary ?) Lamb, and O. M. L. for another (? Lamb) couple. 
Might not W. R. W. indicate William and HtcAani Warner? [? brother 
or son] Cf Richard Warner, Master of the Barge {post). 

* Besides the famous " F ilcon " on the Hankside, Southwark, there was, I 
find from an old Chancery Proceedmg (B & A Eliz. C.C. H), !53i, among 
the possessions of Thomas Cure, a messuage known as " the Pewter Pott 
in the Hoopc, otherwise called Uio Falkon," in the pamb of St Geoife 
in Southwark, then in occupation of Ed. If irefield. 
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THE KING'S OLD BARGEHOUSE. 

** Upper Ground " bifurcates into its own curved continuation to 
north, and Old Bar£(ehouse street to south, of the Tile Stores. 

There were, of course, many bargehouscs along the water 
side. In a plan of *'a part of Lambeth," in Manning and 
Bray's Surrey^ one finds, for instance^ " Bargehouses held of 
the Ardibishop," and '* Lambeth Stairs, formerly the Arch- 
bi8hop*8 Bargdiouse^** and there was formerly an <* Admiralty 
Bargehouse," ' between the grounds of Lambeth Palace and 
the ri \ cr, next the City Batgehouse." ■ 

The London Gazette, No. 2,023, Apr. 6-9, 1685, contains the 
" Advertisements." " . . . . Theise are to give notice that there 
are to be sold a six-oar barege, never used above 4 or 5 times, 
and a four-oared boat, i hc\ lie now in a bargehonse at the 
Widow Wheatley's,3 in Lambeth, where they may be seen." 

A survey by R. Summersell, 1768 (at the Duchy Office), 
shows the " Woodmongers' Bargehouse," just below " Cuper's 
Stairs " ; and on the east and west sides of " Morris' Causeway," 
the " Lord Mayor's " and the " Merchant Taylors' " Bargehouscs, 
the leases of which were renewed respectively in 1765 and 1756, 
for thirty-one years each." But tk$ **01d Bargehouse " /or 
eJcuUeitce^ was The King's Old Bargehouse. 

In all the earlier maps, or rather bird's-eye-views of this 
r^on,sttch as those of Agas (i 562),Btaun ( 1 573), and Van Keere 
(1593), a more or less continuous row or cluster of houses lies 
on the river bank north of the Paris Garden enclosure, between 
Paris Garden Stairs and the mouth of the wide ditch that ran 
along the Lambeth Marsh side of Broad Wall straip^ht into the 
Thames. In the absence of names, one must assume the 
westernmost of these buildinc^s to be intended lor the King's 
Bargehouse, though it hardly reaches far enough west to meet 
the strict requirements. 

I he first dated map in which tiie title appears — and then 

' Built 1759, at cost of £iA^ land leased from the Archbishop until 
1864 [Papers at Admirahy R.O.] 

* Coromunicauon from Office of Woods. An old coloured lithograph 
view of Lambeth Palac^ in the S. K. Art Library [£. 807, 1903] shoivs 
bargehouses here. 

J Cf T'nrish Register,—" Burials, 1665, Feb. 12, Margaret, c^nu of 
Nicholas Wheatley" ; "1668, Oct 30, Nich., son of Nich. Wheatley " ; 
*• Feb. 20, Sara, dau. of Mr. Peter Wheatley." The eighth bell of the 
church, cast 1678, bears the name of Nicholas Wheatley, a Chorchwaidea. 
(Nicholas ZomArM, p. 156.) 
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only indirectly as "Stairs near the Bargehouse " — is a plan of 
the Manor of Paris Garden, dated 1627, in the custody of the 
Steward, Mr. Greenwood, This shows, on the land marked 
* Mr. Thorpe " (the then copyholder), three houses on the west 
side of the alley (between it and the ditch), and several houses 
to eastward of it; but there is another plan which, though 
regrettably undated, affords more definite evidence on the 
question of the site; It is reproduced in Allen's History of 
Lambeth (p. 309), where, following Bray's assertion (Manning 
and Bray, Surr^^ vol. iii, p. 481), it is erronously said to 
include the site of Cuper's Garden, and it is stated by Allen to 
have been owned by William Bray, F.S.A. Both from the latter 
circumstance, and from its correspondence in even minute 
details, this diawin^ may be confidently pronounced to be the 
same 's j far as it extends) as the " Ancient Plan " in the 
possession of "the Editor," of which a full verbal description 
is given by \\x-a\\ in Manning and Bray's Surrey (vol. iii, p. 530). 
It answers, however, only to the western half. 

Mr. Philip Norman, F.S.A., in his paper on Paris Garden 
{Surrey Arckaolojgieal Smeiy CoUedioHs, vol. xvi, p. 
suggests that the eastern portion of the plan described \^ 
Bray may be identified with one of which there Is an engraving 
in Wilkinson's Londina Illustrata (and a much reduced cop)r in 
Old and New Lond/on^ vol. vi, p. 42). I cannot, however, 
concur in this opinion.' 

The date, therefore, of the little drawing in Allen's Lambeth, 
is, to my thinking, unaffected by that ascribed to the one in the 
' For — to vary one of the elementary propositions of Euclid — if A Ix: 
similar to b but dissimilar to C, then C cannot be similar to B ! Taking 
A for Allen's plate, B for Bray's text, and C finr the plan in the LumdhMi 
which, by the way, is stated on an inset medallion to be "from an ancient 
Survey on vellum, made in the r€\<gx\ of Elizabeth," I may point out some of 
the disparities — premising, however, that in one respect they exactly agree, 
and that is in the spelling of the legend that appears in the corner 
" Parte of the Libcrtie of Oulde Pairis Gardin." In A, houses finely 
outlined, and witboMt shading ; C, houses shaded, and ^^-ithout outline on 
shadow-side ; A, houses of different types, roofs acute-angled, chimneys 
with stn^gfat line on top ; C, roofc obMse-angled ; A, trees round, and 
scarcely shaded ; C, trees conical, and more shaded ; A, ditdies blanl: ; 
C, water in ditches, indicated by strokes ; C, spelling more varied and 
more archaic than in A ; C, river marked Thamesis Fluvius " ; A, 
" Parte of the River of Thames.** Moreover, C differs from B in the 
respects that the name of the " George Inn," included in the text^ does not 
appear in it, and that the Gates" of the text is ^ Gates" in the foap^ 
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Laitdmd; but the dainty precision of the touch, and the 
individualistic character of its several featuies, go far to per- 
suade one of its reliability. 

In this, we find at the head of Broad Wall — ^hcre called " the 
Earl of ArundcFs Walk," and immediately to eastward of the 
straight boundary-ditch, a large enclosure described as " TlIE 
King's BAKr,p^VAKn," through which, on comparison with other 
maps, it would seem that the public alley passed, giving access 
to the common stairs, but neither stairs nor alley are here 
indicated. In one corner of the enclosure, close to the ditch 
and to the river's edge, appears a very long, large building 
styled "The King's Bargehouse," while another building, 
exactly similar to this, on the opposite side of the yard, but 
more retired from the river, is marked '* The King's Barge." 
Four or five other houses^ much smaller, stand within the fence, 
and another in a little enclosure of its own, just outside 

One of the two larger buildings I believe to have been 
identical with " The Kin^s Drie Bargehousty' that was leased by 
the lord of Paris Garden in 1631 to the assignee of Thos., Earl 
of Arundel, and that as early as 1609 had been sublet by John 
Thorpe, gent, to one Richard Warner, presumably the same as 
the Richard Warner who, from 1604 to 1649, is named in 
State Papers as " Master of the King's Barges." I am also 
satisfied that we have here the site referred to in the following 
extract from State Tapci^ Doiacbtic {Jaaiis /, vol. xv). 

**July 14, 1605, James, etc., to the Lords and Chamberlains <rf the 
Exchequer, greeting. . . . Whereas Our servant, Philip Henslow, 
hath by our Commandment provided a hoase, a dock and a yard, 
for the use and keping of our Barges, of the yercly rental of / 20, 
.... for the rent and arrerages whereof will be due at the Feast 
of St. Michael .... next the some of j£40 ; These are to will and 
command you .... to content and paie .... unto thesd P.!!.," etc. 

This Philip Henslow was doubtless the " Philip Henslow " 
to whom, in 1604, was granted, conjointly with Edward Allen,' 

* See Mmmin of Edwmrd Alleytu^ by J. P. ColUer, printed for the 
Shakespeare Society. 

In 1606 Henslow and Allen entered into an agreement with Peter Streetc, 
the carpenter, for the " rebuildmg of Paris Garden" (p. 78). Henslow was 
the step-father of Allen's wife, Jane Woodward. 

In Acts of Privy Council 1599-1600, p. 395-7, I find an enu:tment to 

the effect that Edward Allen, a so vant of Ihe Rt. Ho. ihe Lord AiimiraH, 
having,' built a play-house in or next Goldinp I, are, Co. >!iddlcsex, to take 
the place of the suppressed Curteyne,' tliib to be the only house allowed 
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the " Mastership of the Game of Bears» Bulls and Mastiff dogs 
at Paris Garden." 

In enumerating his Quarterly expenses Alien writes in his 
Diaiy : — 

1617 : Pd. the King's rent for the Banke, /3 17J. ; 1621 : To 
the K* M*"*^ for the Bankside, £^ 17s. 5<^. ; Oct. 2, 1621, This dayc 
att a Court held in KeningtOD I ^ras admitted tenant [p. 162.} 
(He hdd some copyhold proper^ in Lambeth Marsh.) 

Referring to "the playhouses on the Bankside," Paul 
Hentznor, the German traveller, writes in 1 593 : — " Not far 
from one of these theatres (? the Old Swan, E.L.\V.\ ^^•h^ch are 
built of wood, lies the Rrn al barege close to the river. It has 
two splendid cabbins, beautiiuiiy ornamented with glass 
windows, painting, and gilding. It is ke/i upon dry ground 
and sheltered from the weather." 

To go back yet farther, we have, I think, an indication, if not 
direct evidence, that a yard existed in the same locality as early 
as Henry VPs reign [142 2- 1461] in one of the entries on the 
RoUs of Partiament (vol. vi, p. 327), i Hen. VII, 1485 ; being 
a petition by John Calcott,' Citizyn and Feyntour of London," 
for the recoveiy of the inheritance of all the lands, tenements, 
etc., which had belonged to *' his father, John Calcott, late of 
Lamehethe [Lambeth], and Maister of the Barges to the most 
Xpen Pcynce King Herry the VI, who .... by an untrue 
surmyse made unto King Edward IV, was appeached of high 
treason, and after, therpiipon. before Commissioners of Oyer 
and Terminer siting at Southwcrk, the 23 Aug., in the Third 
Ycre of Ed. IV [1463], was .... adjudged to dethe." The 
response was that Petitioner should have his desire. 

The numerous items for the making and repairing of royal 
barges suggest the quer> whether sucii works were ever carried 
on at the Paris Garden Yard. 

It is to be wished that Pepys had been a little more explicit 
when he wrote in his Diary, Aug. 13, 1662, '*To Lambeth, 

in Ca Middlewic, and ^ The Globe " is to be the only playhouse allowed 00 

the Surrey-side ; all the others to be suppressed. 

In the Cat. cf Sdite Papers I note : — (p. i8i), 1604, Grant in reversion 
to Ph. Henslowe and Joh. Palmer, of the Bailiwick of the Hundreds of 
Hittckford and Barnstaple, Essex. 

' Lysons's Surrey, Vol. I, Pt. 2, p. 310^ Lambeth Parish Accounte : — 1 522, 
Pd. Calcot for Sir Christopher's banner. 

{Temp.^ Ph. and Mary.) Pd. to James Calcott fm- washing outh the scrip- 
tures oath of the dothe that haagyd before the rood loAe. 
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and there saw the little pleasure boat in building by the King, 
my Lord Brouncker and the virtuosoes of • the towne^ accofding 

to new lines." 

I wonder whether the state barges were ever kept at 
Deptford, where King Henry VIII had established the Royal 
Dock as early as 1 5 1 3 ? 

In a note, printed in Charnock's History oj Marine Archi- 
tecture^ of how many ships the King's Majesty had in harbour 
at Deptford, i8th Sept, 1 521, are included, " The twayne Row 
Barges, every one of them of the portage of 50 tons *' ; and in a 
list of 1 Edw. VI, *<of all the King's Ships, Gall^s, Fynnaces, 
and Row*haige%" etc, I find eleven barges, bearing such names 
as " The Rose," « The Harp," " The Falcon." lying at Ports- 
mouth ; but these were, I take it, for naval service only. 

Let us here set down in chronological order some extracts 
from various sources relating to the royal barges, their masters, 
and their place of bestowal. 

1385 : — By Writ of Privy Seal the King g^nted unto one of his 
bargemen, Walter Fesacock, the office of Gatekeeper of London 
Bridge. He to pay to the King 13J. ^d. a year. [p. 37.] ' 

1447, Easter, 3$ Hen. VI : — To John Stratford, of London, 
painter, in money .... wliich the Kinj,' rnmmnndcd to be paid to 
him as well for pain'vin^^ tlic King's Barge, within and without, with 
the arms of tiie Kmg and Queen, as for painting other things 
entrusted to him by Robert RoUeston, ;^io. [p. 4S8.]' 

1480, Household Book of Expenses of Edward IV: — Delivered 
unto the Maister of the Kynge's Barge and unto xxiiij bargemen to 
make of xxv jakettes gamisht with smalle roses erobroidered, and to 
iiij other persons to have of Ae King's gift viij great roses embrcnilefed 
against the coming to London of the Right High and Right Noble 
Princessc Lady Margnrett, Duchesse of Baigoingei Sttstore unto 
oure saide Souverain Lord the King. 

Clothes blue and murrey xvj yerdes, rouses onbroidered — ^xlvsij 
smalle» viij grete. [p. 58.]' 

T 485 : — Robert Savage was granted '* the Office of Maister of our 
Barge." [P- 377-]' 

I SOI :— The King is described as coming to Pis (Paris) Gatdeyn 
uppon the fortfaer side of the ryver from London, and there he toke 
his barge, and was sett upp at his lodyng called Baynard's CasteU." 
[p. 65.1' 

1^03 >Payd Lewys Waltier, bargeman (apparently Royal Baxge- 
masterX for conveying the Queen's Grace ftom Richemount to 

Grenewiche, the ij' day of April i, in hire barge with Txj rowers, 
every rower taking viij'', xiij* ; the Master xyJ**, and the reward of a 
barge beneth the brigge xxj**. [p. 66.] * 
1502 To Lewes Waltier, bargeman, for coDveyiag the Queue 
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and bore ladys in hure barge and grete bote with xxiij rowers .... 
etc (At other times twenty or sixteen rowers are mentioned.) ' 

151 5, Feb. — :— To Henry Anesley, conveying the King's fiaige 
from Greenwich to Parys Garden, ibd,* 

1 5 17, July 12 : — Account of the Master of the Kyng's Barge, his 
chai^^es for a>nveying Ambassadors, etc, in "the gret boige** widi 
38 men, or (on some occasions), in "a grete bote " with 10 men.^ 

1529 : — Forde, keeper of the King's ^!astiffs, named.' 

1529 : — Jc^nson, Maister of liie Kunj j> iiarge.* 

> 530:^X0 Robert Abbott and John Taylor (the Water-Poet) for 
their cotys, xliij'.' 

1 530 : ~ Paid to Vincent, the painter, for tryming the Kyng's new 
barge, xv'' iiij* ix**.' 

1 531, Aug. 18 : — Paid to Carter for dressing of a new baige for 
die King, as apperith by his bille, xij" x*.' 

1 531 :— Paid to WiU" Grene for a bare byde to cover the King's 
jEiarge, xx'.^ 

1531 To John, the Kin^s Bargeman, for coming twice from 
Greenwich to York Place with a great boat with books for the 

King. ... [p. 81].' 

1532, July 8: — Paid to John Johnson, Maister of the King's 
Barge, for die ITouse Rent for the kettxe men^ for one baif yere, xx^> 

1532 : — Payd to Johnson, Master of the King's Barge, for serving 
the King's Grace to Shepy, ^v' \xx\ men, xl" vj' viij**. [p. 82]. 

Paid to Carter for serving the Kmg w' the grete barge and xvij 
men to the Towre, twyes, xx* viij**. 

Paid to xvj watermen for their quarterage, to end at Cristemas 
next, viij''. The regular wages of the King's watermen were loj. a 
quarter, besides their badges ana li\ cries, but it would appear that 
they were paid extra upon every occasion when they were employed. 
The usual wage for eadi rower was 8<£ a day, while the Master of 
die Royal barge received double that sum.' 

154S, July 21 : — Payment of /"6 2s. to John Carter, Master of his 
Majesty's Barges^ expended about H.M. s affaires concerning the 
Bai^ges. {p. 213. J • 

1551, Dec. 17 : — A warrant to the Treasourer of the Chamber to 
pay unto John Boundy, Master of the Kinge's Barges, £^ 13J. due 
for men s wages. Like warrants for £2^ js. and j^i? los. to the 
same Bondy for lyke purpose. Warrant to the sd Treasourer for 
£27 9s. 4i^- to the same Boody for woorkemanship doon uppoa the 
Kinge's Majcstie's Barges, [p. 445-]* 

1552, Oct. I : — To the Bailif of Wcstminstre, to apprehende 
Bondy, Master of the Kinge's Barges, and to bring hym hither with 
diligence, and so as none speake w^th hym untyll he be brought 
before the Lordes. [p. 134]* 

1558, Nov. 7 : — A Letter to the Tellers of th'cxchequer to pay to 
Wylliam Stephin, the Quene's Majestie's Shippewrighi, £20 for the 
ou^nge of a newe barge called the " Leader." [p. 426.]' 

1^58, Oct. 25 —Grant to Richard Diewe of the Office of Master 
of the Queen's Barges.* 
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1558, Oct. 25 : — ^Warrant to pay ^20 to W. Stephin, ship-wright 
for making the Queen's new bafge/ 

1593: — A petition was addressed to thp I.ord Mi-^h Admiral "by 
Your Poor suppliantes .... Philippe Henslo and others, the poor 
watermen ort the Bancke Side, to withdraw his prohibition for the 
restraynte of a play house belonging to the fid Philip Henslo, one 
of the groomes of her Mat'"' Chamber, as the watermen derived 
their rhief support from the resort of Londoners to the Bankside 
playhouses." It is signed by William Dowet,^ M' of H.M.'s barge, 
Isack Towell, W" Tuchenner, M. of her M**" mean, Jas. Russell, 
Ferdinando Black, Parker Plaync, Xpofer Topen, Thos. larmonger, 
one of her M"*'" wattcrmen, Edw:xrd Adysson (ditto), etc. The 
document, however, seems never to have been presented, but to have 
remained in Henslow's hands, [p. 34.]' 

1597, Sept. 16 : — Warrant to imprest ;^iooto a person nominated 
by Lord Chamberlain Ilunsdon, towards making barges for the 
Queen, and any further sums due on the hnishing of them** 

1604, J uly 10 : — Earl of Soflblk to Sir Thomas Lake. Pray order 
the drawing of a bill for ^20 yearly to Richard Warner bcnior, and 
another bill for £j0 to Richard Warner junior, appointed Masters of 
H.M. Barges.* 

1604, July 20 : — Warrant to pay Richard Warner senior ^20 per 
annum as Master of the Queen's Bngta,* 

1604, : — Thos. Wildgoose to Viscount Cranborne. His 

first work shall be a boat of pleasure for His NIajesty and his fair 
Queen to sport up and down the ihamcs, and no man perceive 
how it goeth.* 

1604, — ■ :— Grant with survivorship to Phil. Henslow and 

Edward Allen of the mastership of the game of bears, bulls and 
mastiff dogs, on surrender of Sir William Stewart.* 

1606 : — In this year scenes of unusual magnificence were 
witnessed in the Thames, upon the occasion of the visit of 
Christian IV, King of Denmark. King James' Barge was buil* in 
the fashion of a tower or httle castle, enclosed with glass windows 
and casements, feire carved and guilt, being wrought with much ar^ 
the roof being made with batUements, phmades, pyramids and fine 
imagery ; and upon this oocasioQ it was towed by another baige 
with 30 oars." 

1609, Apr. 14 : — To James Russdl, His Majest/s Barge Master, 
for and towards the diarges of two barges appointed to be made^ 

the one for the use of his M:ije?t%-^3 dearest son the Prince, 
and the other for his dear daughter the Lady Elisabeth, £20, 

161 1, Apr. 30: — To John de Greet, H.M. serjeant painter, £147 

fnr colourinj:: and painting a b,ir;:;e for the Duke of York's GraC^ 
bemg gill with hne gold withm and without, [/du/., p. 132.]' 

161 1, May 6 : — To Richard VVattford, H.M. bargemaker, ;^40 for 
charges in making the Duke of York's barge ... To Humphrey 
Marith, H.M. oar-maker, ^43 6s. SJ. for certain oars .... for the 
use and service oC the King, Queen, D. of York and Lady Elizabeth. 
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To Thomas Larkin, H.M. locksmith, ^^46 gs. $ti. for works on same. 
[/^V/., p. 134.]' 

161 1, March 31: — ^To Clement Chapman, H.M* joiiier 
£S6 95. 6d, for works on same, [/^/r/ , p. 138.]* 

161 1, Apr. 30: — To Maxamiiian Colt, H.M. carver, lox., for 
carving of a lion set upon a pedestal, with a crown on the head far 
the Duke of York's barge, [/dt'd., p. 139.) " 

161 1, ^^nrrh 20 : — Warrant to pay to Philip Henslow and Edward 
Allen, iVlastres of the Game at Pans Garden, £42 los. and izd. per 
diem in future for keeping two white bears and young lion.* 

16 1 1, Mardi 19: — Warrant to pay £$$S 2s. 7 J. to certain 
artificers for making a barge for the Duke of York, and for Other 
works for the Queen, Prince, and Lady Elizabeth.* 

1615, April 25 : — Grant to Richard Warner, of Greenwich, Master 
of the King's baiges, for 21 years, of the sole right to transport 
lampreys alive from the Thames to Holland and Zealand, on 
payment of 20 marks a year, provided he export as many as are 
required, they being used to catch ling and cod.^ 

161 S, July 13 : — Lord Treasurer Dorset to Sir Thomas Lake, to 
obtain the King's signature to the prefixed Warrant from the KitiK, 
for the payment of /40, being rent and arrears due to Philip 
Henslow, who " hatii by Our commandenient provided a house, a 
dock and a yard for die use and keeping of Our Barges, of ye yearly 
rent of twentic pounds." * 

1620, Jan. 6 : — To John de Crites, H.M. Serjeant pamter, 
Clement Chapman, joiner, Maximilian Colt [elsewhere Coulte], 
carver, and WtUiam Bourdinan, H.M. locksmith, the sum of ;^2oo, 
in part of j^40o^ to be talom to diem by way of imprest towards the 
charge of making a privy baxge for H.M. service this next 
Parliament, [p. 249.]' 

1624, Oct. 14 : — ^To Maxamiiian Coulte, carver, £9 gs. Zd, due 
to him amongst many other charges, for n.ak ng a new baige for 
H.M.'s late dearest wife the Queen, [p. 289.]' 

1626, Dec. — : — Payment of the Queen's debts for barges, ^^410.* 

1626, Feb. 7 : — Warrant to pay to John Kellock, Master of the 
Baizes, ;^30 per annum for wages for life.* 

1692, Apr 5 : Order in Council ; Watermen were impr?s^ed for 
service in the expeditions under Admirals Russell and Rooke to 
repel the invasion of the French King. This applied to "all 
wat ermen rowing on the Thames or elsewhere who have no livery 01 
wages from their Maj"" ; but also "Her Maj''' dnth hrrrby declare 
that ye your;^:"cst nnd aljlest ^vntcr^"lcn which ai'c ■-uoni ye King and 
Queen's servants and uear their livery and badges, shall be 
commanded to goe on board the fleet" Such are ** to be nominated 
by the Lord Chamberlain." [p. 397.] ' 

1691-2 : — There were prolonged contentions between the rulers 
and the auditors of the Watermen's Company. John Warner is 
named as one of the late auditors, Edward Damary as one of diose 
newly appointed in 1692. [p. 381.]' 

I703<i7t4 : — Queen Anne, who was frequently 00 the river in her 
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barge, appointed M' HiU as her bargemaster, who attended daily at 

Kensington Palace to receive H.M. instructions. 

A new state barge was built by order of Queen Anne for her 
Consort) Prince George of Denmark, the Lord High Admiral. This 
barge has since been preserved at Windsor, and fvas used in 1874 
for the conveyance of the Czar of Russia over Virginia Water, 
[p. 26.] • 

I have been surprised at the paucity of prints or other 

pictures of State bareges extant. There is an interesting 
engraving published 1747 (Crace Collection, Views, Tort, v, 
No. 95, and S. K. Art Lib., E, 624, 1903) of Canaletti's 
painting of "The South-east pro.spect of Westminster Bridge," 
showing the barges of the Lord Mayor and of many of the 
City Livery Companies ; and \V. H. Pyne's Costumes of Great 
Britain has a coloured plate (p. 44) of the Lord Mayor's State 
barge ; but as to the Royal barge, the drawings in early plans 
like Agas's and Visschei^s are on too small a scale to be very 
satisfactory. In the former the baige Is being towed by a 
ten-oar boat, In the latter the rowers (five on the side shown) 
are seated in the Royal barge itself. There seem to be no 
other representations earlier than that (Crace, xiv, 106) of the 
Royal barge conveying William III and Mary on the occasion 
of their coronation. Here there are only three oarsmen on the 
side v isible. This same barge appears (on a reduced scale) in 
the foreground of "A View of Whitehall Palace" (Irom Crace 
Collection) reproduced in London on T/ii2?ffes by the late 
G. F. Bircii, F.S.A. He also gives a view of tlie procession by 
water of William IV and Queen Adelaide, for the opening of 
New London Bridge, Aug. 1, 1831. 

In Old and New London^ vol. vi, p. 197, we are told that " the 
royal state barge was used as late as 1843, when the Prince 

' History of tht Company 0/ IVaUrment by Henry Humpherus, 

* Exehtquer Issm Rolls ; CaUndar* 

3 Privy Purse Expenses of EUm, of York^ Edw* IV amd Hemy VIII s 

printed by H. H. Nicholas. 

4 State Papers^ Domestic; Caltndars (and in some cases original 
documents). 

' Rolls of Parlianieni^ vol. vi. 

* Acts of Privy Council ; Calcndiir. 

' Memoirs of Edward Alleyiu^ by J. P. Collier. 

* Can this tie a misreading for Bowes t Henslowe in 1598 mentims the 
extreme illness of Mr. Bowes, then "Master of the game of bolls and 
bears." The date of the patent to Bowes was 1586^ Doffington succeeded 
him in the o£6ice. (Collier, Msmoirs, p. 60.) 
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Consort made a progress in it ... . to P.lack\val!, for the 
purpose ul iu^pectin^ the Victoria and Albert Sleani Yacht, 
then in process of construction at the East India Docks.** 

" The Barge, which had just been refitted and re-gilt at 
Woolwich Dockyard, was sixty-four feet in length, and about 
seven feet in width ; the head and stern were elaborately carved, 
and, with her highly varnished timbers, had a right royal 
splendour. The vessel was rowed by twenty-two watermen in 
scarlet liveries." 

The Thames was enlivened by a similar display on the 
occasion of the opening of the Coal Exchange by Prince Albert 
in 1849. The lUusiraUd London News of Oct. 30, contains an 
account of the ceremony that had taken place the previous 
Tuesday, and gives a picture of the Royal barge then used, 
which *' is said to have been built for Frederick, Prince of 
Wales, father of George III," and was rowed by twenty-seven 
watermen. 

From the present Royal Barge-Master, Mr. W. East, of 
**The Pi^cnn / Petersham Road, Richmond, T understand that 
a Royal barge in whicii he rowed the King ciuwii the river, and 
which has been afloat on Virginia Water, is now at Windsor, 

Collier, in his Memoirs of Bdiward AUeytic, writes that at 
Dulwich College (which was founded by AU^e) a chimney- 
piece in " the Great Chamber " (in " the Library," in 1841) was 
made out of the upper part of the Queen's Barge, which 
Alleyne had bought in December, 1618. for £2 2s. 6d. In 
16 1 8 he paid £i vys. 6</. "for the joiner's work in putting it 
up." The column probably supported the roof of the barge-cabin. 

Collier also states that an old barge, said to have been one 
of King James's, is "now" (1850) in the possession of 
Mr. Messenger, the Queen's Bargcmaster. 

At the present day there is on exhibition (as a loan from 
H.M. the Queen) in the Science Galleries of the Victona 
and Albert Museum, a profusely ornameiiled and gilded, but 
time-worn, " Royal State Barge," whose dimensions are set 
down as: — length 63 ft, breadth 7 ft, depth 2 ft. Saloon 
7*6 ft long, 6*6 ft wide, 5 8 ft high. It has rowlocks for ten 
oars on one side^ deven on the other. 

On the label this barge is described as Built in the reign of 
James I," but the character of the details conflicts with this 
tradition, 

173 



Digitizcu by Goo 



THE KING'S OLD BARGEHOUSE. 



In the Art Librar\' there are two etchings by S. Vardy (Nos. 
2,810 and 2,811, 1907) of the carvings of the stern and of 
a window, both designed by W. Kent. From the period thus 
indicated, and from the fact that the stern has as a crest 
the Prince of Wales's badge of three ostrich plumes, with motto, 
Jch Dien, I should supi^ose that this bar^e was the one built for 
Frederick, i'riace ol Wales , but, in the extract above quoted, 
that is said to have had twenty-seven oars, whereas this carries 
but twenty-one. 

To revert to the subject of the Royal bargehouses under 
thetr topographical aspect \ — 

We have at the Record Office (Surveys and Rentals^ Surr^» 
No. 49) under date 16 June, 1652, ''A Survey of a 
certain parcell of building commonly called or known by the 
name of The King's Bargehouse, lying and being on the 
Banckside within the parish of St. Saviour^ s, in the County of 
Surrey, late parcell of the possessions of Charles Stuart, late 
King of England . , . etc., all that parcell of building as afore- 
said, built of timber and covered with tyle, containing in length 
sixty-six feet of assize more or lesse, together with all and 
singular the wast ground to the same belonging, w*^*' at an 
improved rent wee value to be worth per ann. viij li. And all 
waics, passages, waters . . . etc. The foresaid Bargehouse is 
adjoyning and bounded with the wharfe or timber yard now in 
the possession of Griffith Kent towards the west» the river of 
Thames towards the north, and the Common Causeway or 
landing-place there [i.e., the Bargehouse Stairs and Alley* 
E.L-W] towards the east Memorand : — The foresaid Bargehouse 
is much out of repair, and was the Bargehouse wherdn ye late 
King's Barge of State was usually kept, w** said Barge is 
nov/ remayning therein, and seised on by the Trustees for sale 
of yc hitc King's goods, etc., who intend to dispose of \ c same 
to sale; and that ye Right Honble ye Councell of State have 
ordered other Bargehouses to bee built for their use, which are 
allreadye finished, soe that wee valew the sd Bargehouse to bee 
in the p**"* disposall of ye Honble \ c Ti usiees . . . The 
Discoveiye of Thomas Smith." (Signatures.) 

The superanuated structure was promptly disposed of ; for in 
Particulars for Sale of Crown Lands, 1652, Sept 19 (Augm^ 
R. 48) we find a description of the King's Baigehouse 
"grounded on the Survey taken by Hugh Webb and others, 
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15 June last .... which premises are contracted for and 

agreed to be sold unto William Rowland, of London, Gent 
And at his desire is rated in Fee Simple .... (at 1 3 years* 
purchase) for Griffith Kent of the parish of St Saviour's . . . . 

Timber Merchants." 

In Bray's plan, the " Kin^'<^ Rargehouses " are represciUed as 
sheds two stories in height, but windowless : in Faith rue's 
pictorial map of 1643-58,' the two large connected buildings to 
the eastward of the mouth of the Ditch, that must represent the 
Bargehouses, show windows in the ground floor, first floor and 
attic, suggesting that the upper floors may ha\c served as 
dwellings. Indeed, that the old Bargehoasc [or (?) some large 
house named after it] was inhabited, and by many persons, is 
proved by the extraordinary number of burials from the same 
noted in the following extracts^ from the Lambeth Parish 
Registers. 

Burials. 

1638. Aug. 3. One from the Bargehousc found dead in a sawpit. 

,, Mar. 17. Ann, the dau. of William W ebb, fro the Barg^ouse. 
1641. July 28. John White, from the Bargehouse. 

1666. Apr. m Robert Hodffes, from the Baigehoose. 
„ Oct. 26. Thomas Gilder from y' old Barghouse. 

„ Oct. 23. One from the Fleece at the old Bargehouse. 
„ Dec. 29. William Daniary, from y* old Bargehous«. 
„ Dec. 18. Thomas Damary, from y* old Baigehouse. 

1667. May 29. William Sogood, from the old Bargehouse. 

1668. June 17. John Westwood, from the old Bargehouse. 
„ June 29. Simun Milner, from the old Barghouse. 

„ Dec. 19. Edward Heath, from the otd Bargehouse. 

1669. Aug. 27. Marke Cock, from the old Bargehouse. 

M Nov. 39. Hannah Holder, widow, from the old Bargehouse. 

BAPTISUa 

1664. July 24. Jane, the dau. of — Danes, at y* old Bargehouse. 

1667. Sept I. William Carter, from old Bargfehouse. 
1669. May 13. The son of Thos. Heycocks, from the old Bargehouse. 
„ May 13. William, the son ofWiffiamJudson, at the Bargehouse 

I imagine that in its decadence the King's Bargehousc 
may have been used as a sort of workhouse or asylum (as 

'** Delineated " by Richard Newcourl. Surveyed between 1643 »nd 
i647t hut several buildings, etc., introduced before its engraving by 
Faithotne in 1658. 

•These are the only references to the "Old Kari^'ehouse " that I came 
upon between the year 1539, with which these records begin, and 1639 or 
later. 
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I also suspect to have been the case with "Vauxhall 
Barn," from the nature of the entries concerning the latter in 
the Parish Registers). Some of the names in my Bargehotise 
list are local surnames, occuring in other entries ; 

Burials. 

1662. June 27. Jane, dau. of Thomas Gilder. 
1667. Feb. I. Alice White, from the Marsh. 
167 1. June II. Mary, dau. of Nicholas H(o?)lder. 

In 1662 Thomas Damaree paid tax on five hearths, and 
among the "Poor" thus taxed are '^Thomas Gitder, id^ 
"Edith Heath, 3</.'" 

Might the William Carter buried from the Bargehouse, 1667, 
be identical with CromweH's " Surveyor,** " Mr. Carter," of 1650 ? 

The exact site of the King's Bargehouse of the 1652 Survey 
is matter for discussion rather than assertion. 

In my own opinion it was identical with the westernmost of 
the bargehouses depicted on Bray's plan ; and from this 
drawinn^, ns well as from the CromwelHnn de«;cription and other 
evidence, I judge it to have been situated immediately to west 
of the present alley, between that and an imaginary line con- 
tinuous with the western side of Broad Wall. But through the 
kind courtesy of the Director General of the Ordnance Survey 
at Southampton, I learn that this very plan (as produced in 
Allen's Lambeth) was the authority for the ascription on the 
O.S. map of 1875 of the ** SiU of the Kin^s Old Bargikouse** 
viz. ; a plot apparently to west, instead of to east, of the line I 
have indicated. 

On comparison with the map accompanying the Survey of the 
Manor of Kennington made by Middleton in 1785, preserved 
at the Office of. the Duchy, it appears that this plot is 
separated from Bargehouse Alley by a space of 22^ 9'", its own 
width or river fronta^^e beinr 25^*, and its lenf^th 66^*; but 
apparently only such part of it was covered by a building as is 
denoted by a smaller rectangle markcci off within it. To my 
regret I cannot ascertain its relation to the ditch that, as I have 
mentioned, ran somewhat to westward of the alley, for this 
ditch is not indicated cither on the O. S. or on Middleton's 
map. In the latter the plot in question is not assigned to " the 
King's Bargehouse," but is marked " No. 1 1," and in the text 
of the Survey is thus described : — " George Russell, a wood- 

•UrSiabs. m- 
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shed in want of repair, and wharf, 64^ x 24^, right of way 4* 
wide, and 12^^ in way adjoining the Fleece." ' 

Curiously enouf^h, in the Lambeth Parish Rcf^isters, among 
several entries relating to "the Old Bargehouse," one of Oct. 23, 
1666, records the burial therefrom of a person " from the 
Fleece." This Inn, for any other reference to which I had 
consulted many sources, ancient and modern, in vain, is down 
in Middleton's Survey as ** No. 22, the Fleece Public House : — 
7 rooms in good repair. Occupier, Edward Gilling," answering 
on the map to the easternmost of the row of houses on the south 
side of Narrow Wall, close to Its junction with Broad Wall. 

The Lambeth Burial Registers yield the following further 
notices of this Inn. 

1665. Aug, — . Richard Ptting (?), from the Fleece. 

1668. Aug. 24. Hugh Partum, from the Fleece. 

1672. May 1 5. James West, from the P'leece.' (?) 

„ Jane 5. Isabel!, a semuit Ironi the Fleece.* (7) 

No. 1 1 on Middleton's map (corresponding to the " Site of 
the King's Old Baigehouse" on the 1875 O. S.) is an islet of 
colour amid blank surroundings, being tinted to indicate its 
comprisal in the Manor of Kennington ; and I may state, on 

official authority, that it is sttll the property of the Duchy, and 
is held thereof on a lease of which about 98 years or so have 
yet to run. It seems rather strange that if originally strictly 
Ow«-land it should be included in a manor that — if not 
ever since its possession by Edward the Black Prince — at lei^t 
from the time of James \ has belonged to the eldest son of the 
reigning Sovereign as pertaining to the Duchy of Cornwall. 

Geographically it lies quite outi.ide the Manor boundary, 
which, as marked in Middleton's map,3 coincided, so far as 
relates to the portion to northward of Commercial Road, with 
the " Parliamentary Boundary ; Lambeth — Southwark, of the 
1875 O. S., and with the Farliamentarv Boundary" of the 
latest O. S. (London, Sheet vii, No. 74, 5" scale), in which it is 
traced through <* Nelson's Wharf" and "Landing Stage,*' 
curving out far to westward of Baigehouse Alley, 

[To be continiied.] 

' Note the disci«pancy : 64*^ in text, 66*^ on map. 

' The penultimate letter might read either / or ^, duuscters which were 
formed alike in some early hands. 

* This boundary has been more recently slightly modified by exchanges 
of small pieces of Land. 
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BETCHWORTH CASTLE, DORKING. 



By Walter Moore. 

"Cypress and ivy, weed and wallflower grown. 
Matted and massed together, hillocks heaped 
On what were chambers, arched crushed, column strown 
In fragments, choked up vaults, and frescoes steeped 
In sulS:erranean damps^ where the owl peeped. 
Deeming it midnight." — Byram, 

TO-DAY the crumbling walls of Betchworth Castle rarely 
echo to the sound of a human footfall, and nature and 
decay are slowly but relentlessly obliterating what few 
traces of human habitation remain. Ivy g^rasps the 
mouldering stones with a tenacious grip; mature trees flourish 
in more than one of the roofless apartments ; and over all that 
can still be seen of the handiwork of man, grey lichens are 
spreading the hues of death. 

Far below the desolate terrace-walk, shaded gloomily with 
tangled yews, the river Mole — 

•* The sullen Mole that runneth underneath " — 

creeps muimuring by, as if it were whispering secrets of the 
olden times, when the deserted ruins which now frown sternly 
upon the stream were as^ with the bustle and the business of 
life. 

Abandoned by all but the buds and those more humble 
creatures that lurk within its cracks and crevices ; rarely visited 
but by the sheep and kine that graze in the surrounding pastur- 
age ; peace and loneliness encompass the hoary ruin wherein lie 
buried the memories of six hundred years. 

Screened by enveloping foHac^e, the ancient pile eludes the 
observation of the distant passenger. Nor is it unlikely to 
escape the view of a stran^^cr wandering in its immediate vici- 
nity. Time was when these scattered stones reared proudly 
and conspicuous in the scene by clay ; and when, at night, a 
cheerful glow shone out upon the darkness from the many 
deep-set casements. Now, wrapped in its shroud of living green, 
each passir^ year sees some lingering evidence of vanished 
things effaced ; but though it be impre»ed with the ineradicable 
marks of senility, the ruinous mass remains eloquent of the 
days of old. 

It was in stirring times that Betchworth Castle— originally 
VOL. X 177 N 
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BETCHWORTH CASTLE, DORKING. 

a manor-house — first assumed the dig^nity of fortifications, 
Richard II, that enigmatic prince, had just succeeded to the 
throne of his grandfather, Edward HI, with whose life and reign 
ended the truce that had subsisted for several years between 
France and England. On July i6th, 1377, amid the muttcr- 
ings of approaching war, Richard, a boy of eleven years, was 
crowned. Instantly the threatened storm broke — tiie French 
attacking Hastings, which they burnt ; the Isle of Wight, which 
they ravaged ; and Southampton, where they were repulsed and 
defeated by the defending troops under the command of John 
FitzAIan, lord ofBetchworth Manor, and second son of Richard, 
Earl of Arundel. 

What rejoicings must have signalized that gallant Knight's 
return, covered with Hnr\' frf>m the victory (for which he was 
presently to be rewarded with the office of Marshal of England), 
to his newly-embattled Manor of Bctchworth. What feasting 
and jollity must have reigned among the villeins and retainers. 
What a slaying of swine, grown fat on the abundant pannage of 
the surrounding woods. What a drinking of good old English 
ale. 

It is not easy, even in imagination, to conjure up a picture of 
the scene; for so many of the features of the surrounding land- 
scape which are familiar to modem eyes did not then exist The 

triple avenue of noble lime trees which load the summer air 
with fragrance, and the venerable Spanish chestnuts which 
dignify the outer park, were lying mysteriously hidden and 
folded within the seeds of their leafy ancestors. Two objects, 
however, remain more or less they were of old • the river M'>1f» 
and Box Hill. But the river was then wider and bad more 
depth, and the hill was bleak and treeless. 

From 1377 to 1437 Betchworth Castle continued in the p s. 
session of the Earls of Arundel ; when the manor passed hv 
marriage to Thomas, afterwards Sir Thomas, Brown. The 
decendants of Sir Thomas Brown occupied the Castle until 
1691, it having tlien been their family r^dence for over 250 
years, during which long period Betchworth Castle remained 
undisturbed, though necessarily not unaflected, by the tnnumer* 
able v\ ars and rebellions through which England, slowly and 
painfully, was working out her mighty destiny. In the year 
mentioned (1691) the last direct descendant of Sir Thomas 
Brown was married to William Fenwick, Esquire^ to whom the 
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property consequently passed. William Fenwick, who. it 
sccnT^', was somewhat unappreciative of the antique, seeinj^ thta 
he immediately divested the Castle of much of its ancient 
character, resided at Betchworth until his death in 1727, when 
the estate was purchased by Abraham Tucker, wiiu.^e fame as a 
metaphysical writer is alone suHkient to invest the ruin with 
interest. 

Abratiam Tucker lived as an independent gentieman at 
Betchworth Castle from 1727, until his death in 1774, during 
which period he occupied himself in writing a philosophicsd 
treatise of seven volumes entitled Th$ UgfU of Nature Persued, 

by Edward Search^ a desultory and repetitive work chiefly 
remarkable to-day for its voluminosity. Abraham Tucker was 
a quaint and simple character. Upon the death of his wife, to 

whom he was devotedly attached, we are told by his c^randson, 
Sir H. P. St John Mildmay, that "as soon as the first excess 
of his <^rief was somewhat abated, he occupied himself in col- 
lecting together all the letters that had passed between them 
. . . which he transcribed twice over, under the title of The 
Picture of Artless Love. One copy he gave to . . . his father- 
in-law, and the other he kept and frequently read over to his 
daughters." 

Upon the death of Abraham Tucker, Betchworth Castle de* 
soended to his youngest daughter, by whom it was bequeathed 
to Sir Henry Faulet St John Mildmay. Over four hundred 
years had now passed since John FitzAlan first trod the 
ancient hall, and its life of usefulness from this time drew 
rapidly to a close. Such extensive alterations and additions to 
the building had been made by its successive tenants in the 
course of four ccntnne'^, that it would doubtless have been un- 
rccop[nizablp h\ its first warlike owner had he been permitted to 
revisit these glimpses of the moon. The embattled parapet .still 
remained, however, but merely for ornament. And now the 
surroundinn; park, already beautiful in luxuriant maturity, was 
about to be brought to a still higher degree of perfection — if 
we may speak of degrees of perfection — ^under the care of the 
next and final resident owner, Heniy Peters, Esq., who aJso 
made considerable improvements in the buildings. 

Henry Peters, one of the principal partners in the firm of 
Masterman & Co., bankers, of Nicholas Lane, London, pur- 
chased the Castle and estate from Sir Henry Paulet St. John 
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at, the old Castle during the term of that gentleman's occupa- 
tion, if we except the painful incident which associates the 
name of the Earl uf Kothcs with that of Betchworth in so melan- 
choly a manner. Lord Rothes resided for over twenty-five years 
at Shrub Hill House, Dorking, where he had the honour of enter- 
taining Her Majesty Queen Chariotte at a sunptucms faieak£ut 
on her return from Brighton to Windsor In 1816. 

Shrub Hill Houses alas» has (alien a victim to the vandalism 
of the times, and is now recollected by but tew of the inhabi- 
tants of Dorking. But the memory of the Leslies^ to which 
family Lord Rothes belonged, will endure as long as histoiy 
remains. 

On the afternoon of February 21st, 1817, the noble Earl 
"left Shrub Hill to join some brother sportsmen in the chase; 
after riding a short time his lordship descried them in 
Betchworth Park ; and soon after reaching them was heard to 
say he was unwell. The alarm quickly spread, and the 
noble Earl u as conveyed to Betchworth Castle, where, after a 
short struggle, he expired." 

So, witiidn the ancient pfle died the scion of a stfll more 
andent houses his ancestor, Bartholdus Lesl^, having in the 
year 1086, attended Mai^garet Atheling» the wife of King 
Malcolm Canmore^ into Sa>tland, where he and his descen- 
dants remained, becoming eventually members of the Scottish 
peerage. 

In 1836 Mr. H. T. Hope purchased the Castle and Parks, 
and added them to his Deepdene Estate. Betchworth Castle 
was now doomed to destructioi), and had not been long in the 
possession of Mr. Hope ere it was reduced to a state of ruin. 
Nature, however, now took the Castle in hand ; and has continued 
to bestow her tenderest care upon the fractured and scattered 
fragments of a former glory. Slowly and imperceptibly she is, 
if not healing, at least hiding the wounds and scars that dts> 
figure the deserted pile. Disdained as a dwelling-place by man, 
she has made the object of his neglect and scorn beautiful for 
the reception and shelter of some of her fairest creatures. 
Apartments that once boasted all the comforts and elegancies 
of a refined civilization, harboured gay throngs^ and rang with 
the mirth and wit of a brilliant society, are now open to **the 
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wide and stany sky," and vocal only with the songs of birds 
and the rustling of the wind among leaves. Nor is there aught 
melancholy in the contemplation of such a close to so long a 
life of useftilness. 



SOME EAST KENT PARISH HISTORY. 
By Peter de Sandwich. 

[Continaed from p. 93.] 

XXXIV.— THROWLEY. 

156a There were certain books deliveied to Mr. Collins. — 
(VoL 1560-84, foL 39). 

1 561. That their Vicar is Parson of Badlesmere. 

Richard Goteley is a slanderer of his neighbours, and said 
that Edmnnd Seth is a budgcncr/ and as the Vicar is. 

Tliat Richard Goteley \sa.s ^varncci by name, by Mr. Sends 
and the most part of the ancients of the parish, to he at the 
pulling down of the Rood-loft, as well as others, for that he 
was an accuser in Queen Mary's time. T!icn (joteley, thus 
admonished, did not only stubbornly absent himself, but spake 
these words of Robert Upton, being Churchwarden, because he 
said that the Rood-loft must come down : " Let him take heed 
that his authority be good before it be pulled down, for we 
know what we have had, but we know not what we shall have." 
These words following the said Richard Goteley said unto 
George Overy : — " I will see the Queen's broad seal, or I have 
it down."— (Vol. i56i-3» fol. 13$.) 

I 562. These whose names follow did not receive the Com- 
munion at Easter last Richard Goteley and Wilham his son 
are the occasion : — 

Joseph Shelinge and his wife. 

Robert Atkinson. 

Richard Goteley. 

William Goteley. -<Vol. 1 562-3.) 

• One who surs up sUife ; see Budge, LJudger, m the £n£. Dkt» 
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1569. Archbishop Parker's Visitation — see vol. vi, p. 31. 

1569. Rectory : — Impropriator, the Prebendary of Reigmor 

in the Church of St Paul's, London. 

Vicarage — in the patronage of the Dean and Chapter of 

St. Paul's, London. 

Vicar : — Dom. Peter Player, who is married, lives there, has 
also the Rectory of Badlesmere in the ^ani*- Deanery ; he is 
hospitable as far as he is able, not a preacher, or licensed 
to preach, not a graduate. 

Householders, 52. Communicants 180. 

1575. Anthony Sonde, Esquire, for with holding of one 
tenement and land called '* Jellenders/' which was given by 
Mistress Martin to the relief of the poor of Wye. (Vol. i $74-^, 
fol. 9a) 

1577' That there is in our parish two wives that be very 

contentious and uncharitable persons, scekinc^ the vain vexation 
of their neij'hhours, scolders, common swearers, and bla.sphem«.*r>i 
of the name God ; that is to wit — Joan Thurston the wife oi 
John Thurston, and Katherinc the wife of Edward Nash. — 
(Vol. 1577-85, fol. 3.) 

1580. See under Badlesmere, voL vii, p. 212. 

1590. The vicarage bam being unthatched by the last 
tempest is not as yet repaired ; for the repairing of the same we 
crave a day. Touching the rest we answer that we have no 
default — (Vol. 1584-91, fol. 153.) 

1 595. Certain of the chief men of our parish sold a Bell for 

£21 and odd money, without the consent of us the Church- 
wardens, and tr> hat use they intend to do with the money v.e 
know not; their names are William Woodward Arnold Terrye, 
and Henry Francklyn, with others that consented to them. — 
(Fol. 1950 

1602. Abraham Shilling, executor of his father, hath not 
paid 20f. that his father gave to the poor of our parish, that we 
know of. — (VoL x6oi-6, foL 27.) 
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i6xi. Robert Kuigsland received not the Commumon this 
year past, being an householder. 

A man usual drunk came in the time of his drunkenness to 
church, and unreverently and offensively behaved himself at 
that time, to the disturbance of myself as I was preaching; so 
that one of the sidesmen, taking notice of it, according to his 
duty, carried him out of church. — (Fol. 24,) 

William Bulloker, a notorious and contentious Recusant, 
who, as It is said, hath not been at church this seven years ; 
and being friendly admonished by the Churchwarden, he 
answeied he would not come nor be compelled by his authority. 
If be receive not his censure before the Visitation he will be 
gone out of the parish at that time. — (FoL 26.) 

t6i 2. Phillip 1 1 uggens, for kcepmg an alehouse without 
license, and for evil disorder in time of divine service, to the 
hurting and endangering of men's lives. 

On the 22 January, 161 2-3, when he appeared in the Court, 
he confessed that upon a holy day not long after Michaelmas 
lastyhe not then being at home, hath heard that there was 
a sword or rapier drawn in or near unto his house, by one 
Curtnay or Curbb^ in jesting manner, and that by chance Curbb 
was therewith hurt, but saiSi it was done in the time of divine 
service. — (Fol. 64.) 

'*A schedule of words to be uttered and spoken by Phillip 
Huggens in the parish church of Throwley on some Sunday in 
the time of divine service, immediately after the readinc^ of the 
second lesson, after the minister there, as followeth : — W'hc^rrns 
I, Phillip Huc^^.^cns, have heretofore {jcnnittcd and suffered 
ill rule and flisorder in my house (keeping a victualling-huusc 
without license;, contrary to the King's Majesty's Laws, and to 
the great oHcnce of all rightly and well disposed people. Now 
here I do acknowledge and confess this very great fault and 
offence^ and am greatly sorry for the same, beseeching God to 
pardon and forgive me^ promising hereafter not to offend In like 
sort again. 

" You must certify of the performing this order under your 
Minister and Churchwardens* hands, at or before the sixth day 
of July next 

"This order hath been executed accordingly. By me 
William Fullen» Vicar there.' —(Fol. 64.) 
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1612. There is much and often ill order kept in two rile- 
hoLises, viz., John Dane's and Michael Wilkin's, in lime of 
divine service, both on the Sabbath Day and holydays. 
Michael Wilkin's house allowed for an aie-housei and not the 
other. 

On the 4 December, 161 2, when John Danes appeared in 
Court, he confessed : — That, he being at London, there were 
divers persons drank up a barrel of beer standing in his bam, 
without his knowledge or privity, and that he was not paid any 
money for the same beer, and that he never sold any beer at 
Throwley.— (Fol. 78.) 

161 3. That one of the bells is broken, and so hath been 
a long time." — (Fol. 1 10.) 

That all is well saving our chapel belonging unto Mr. Henry 
Frankly n of the parish of Throwleigh, the windows whereof 
lack glazing. — (FoL 125.) 

1617. That the church and church porch do much want 
repairing, whereby the rain fallcth in and the church and 
parishioners much annoyed, and are fain to come into the 
church through the porch upon a plank or by some other 
means.— (Fol. 263.) 

George Taylor within this half year last past, being in the 
belfry of the parish church on a Sunday after evening prayer 
ended, did there strive with one John Wood to get a bell up, at 
that time out of his hand, and in so striving with htm did strike 
the said Wood on the head with his hand. 

Henry Franklyn, denying utterly after the forbearing of him 
three quarters of a year to see if we could possibly obtain it by 
fair means, to pay his cess of 2^s. 2d. for the necessarj' repara- 
tion of the church, by which example of his the whole parish 
find such fault and are discouraged, that he alone (being of that 
great abiUty) should pay nothinp^, that either the church must 
be like a swnic's stye, or else all the ciiarges must by one of the 
Churchwardens work. Therefore we desire your Worship that 
we may have a lawful proceeding against him, that our church 
may go forward in the reparations, and the general ex- 
clamations for such intolerable dealings may be suppressed.— 
(Vol. 1610-17, foL 265.) 

Wei the Churchwvdens» do present Thomas Piatt, of 
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Faversham, joiner, for that he hath made our church a store- 
house at the le<L^t this four or five months to keep his timber in, 
and we know nut how long he will thus use it ; therefore we 
desire that he may have the punishment that the law hath 
provided for thus abusing the churcli and house of God at his 
pleasure^ and that this abuse may be speedily amended and 
reformed. The Presentment made by us whose names are 
hereunder written, the 21 December, 161 7. John Woodward 
and William Heed. 

On the 26 Februafy, 1617-S, when Thomas Flatt appeared in 
the Court, he. stated : — ^That he, being to do some work in the 
church upon a bargain made by this presenter with the 
Churchwardens, hath now in the church some quarters where- 
withal to make his work, which were broni^ht thither by the 
Churchw ardens, and he is ready to perform his bargain made 
with the Churchwardens, but that they refuse to suffer him to 
go forward with his work, neither will suffer him to fetch away 
his timber out of the church. — (Vol. 1610-17, part ii, fol. 13.) 

1 64 1. Our pavements are not altogether even, but if it 
please the Court to grant some time, they shall be well 
finished.— (Fol. 80.) 

John Seath of our parish, for non-payment of two several 
land cesses, made for church reparation in the years 1640 and 
KS4 1, he being in the first of them cessed for 64 acres of his 
own land in his own occupation, alter 4<^. the acre at 21J. For 
Town Place lands in his occupation being 38 acres, after the like 
rate, 12s. 8^/., and four acres of woodland at 2(/. the acre, Sd. 

And in the second cess being taxed for his 64 acres after 2d. 
the acre, los. \ for his said 38 acres, the same rate, 6s. ^d. ; 
and for his four acres of woodland, 4^. — (Vol. 1639-81, fol. 82.) 

1664. Sir George Sondes, Knight, of the parish of 
Sheldwich, for not repairing the chancel of our parish church of 
Throwley, being much ruinated and gone to decay for want of 
repairs, and belonging to him as Parson of the Rectory of our 
parish church to repair, as it hath been our ancient custom for 
the Parsons so to do, and none hath refused to repair it 
hitherto. 

On the 22 July, 1664, when Sir George Sondes appeared in 
the Court, he allured : — That he is no way liable to fepair the 
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cbrincel, for that he is only a lessee of the Parsonage of 
Throulc)', and is not by any covenant of his lease bound 
to rLi)air the same, and that the burden of repairing the chancel 
doth, as he conceiveth, belong to the lessee, Doctor Smaiiwood, 
one of the Prebendaries of St. Paul's, London, or the Vicar of 
Throwley for the time being, by virtue of an ancient com- 
position made between the Parson and the Vicar of the parish. 
— (Vol. 1639-81, foL iia) 

On the 2 May, 1690, Ridiafd Sale^ Vicar of Thrawlqr, was 
montsbed by the Court : — That he do by d^rrees sufficiently 
repair and amend the dilapidations of the vicarage house and 
premises, and that he do certify the Court after Michaelmas 
next, what and how much of the said repairs he hath then 
done; and that he then appear to hear and receive further 
orders therein. — (Vol. 1670-93, fol. 132.) 

On the I October, 1695, before the Rev. John Battcly, 
Archdeacon of Canterbury, apjx^arcd Richard Sale, Vicar of 
1 iirowlcy, and was asked by the Archdeacui^ whether Bishop 
Pearson, late Bishop of Chester, did lay his hands upon him to 
ordain him Priest 

To which Richard Sale answered, that Bishop Pearson did 
lay his hands upon him but not to ordain htm Priest 

Then he was asked if the Secretary of Bishop Pearson did 
deliver to him the Letters of Ordination which he shewed at 
the Archbishop's late Visitation, as his testimonials of being 
ordained Priest. 

To which Richard Sale answered, that the said instrument 
or Letters of Ordination which he shewed at the Visitation 
were written by his son William Sale, the Vicar of Sturrey, and 
that he did not receive them from Bishop Pearson or his 
secretary, but that the seal affixed there unto is a seal which 
he received from the said Bishop, being taken from a local 
license which he had from that Bishop in do the office of a 
Deacon and to leach School at Grapnaii in Ciie^ter. — (VoL 
1675-98, fol. 227.) 

[To be cootinucd*] 



186 



NOTES CONCERNING VARIOUS 17x11 and 
I 8th century writers IN LONDON 
TOPOGRAPHY, including the Continuators of 
Stow's Survey y and their Publications. 

By VmiAV No&MAN, F.S.A. 

THE following paper is written In the hope that it may 
prove useful to those who love to tiaverae even the 
by-paths of London topography. Its title, perhaps, 
sufiicientiy explains the subject. We will begin by 
saying a few words about the various editions of that famous 
book, Stow's Survey of London^ on which most of the publica- 
tions that win be here referred to were partly founded. 

The first edition of tJie Stin>ty was issued in 1598, some 
copies having 1 599 on the title page. The second edition, also 
published in Stow's lifetime, has the date 1603 \ and he died 
April 6th, 1605. 

A third edition, in quarto as tlie others had been, was 
brought out by Anthony Munday in 161 8. Of him a full 
account appears in the Dictionaiy of National Bic^raphy. 
Suffice it here to say that, bom in Xjondon, and the son of a 
member of the Drapers' Company, after various experiences, 
including those of apprentice to a stationer and residence 
in Rome, he settled down to authorship as his chief business, 
and published many works. Among the rest he was concerned 
in eighteen plays, of which only four are extant. He also 
wrote balhids, translations of popular romances, etc., etc., and 
most of the annual City Pageants of his time (see Fairholt's 
History of J ord Mayor's Pageants, Percy Society, p. 32). For 
years he seems to have been the authorised keei>er of properties 
of the Lord Mayor's Show. He died August loth, 1633, ^"d 
was buried in the churcli ot St. Steplien, Coleman StrecL liis 
monument perished in the Great Fire of 1666, but the long 
epitaph to his memory is given in the fourth edition of the 
Survey, It b^ns thus: "To the memory of that ancient 
servant to the City with his pen in divers employments, es- 
pecially the Surmy of London^ Master Anthony Munday, 
Citizen and Draper." Then follow many verses in praise of 
the man who, *<Stwaid 

Obstrusc antiquilics and ore them laid 

Such v'\ r and beautious colours with his pen. 

That (spite of time) the old arc new agen." 

187 



Digiiizixi by Coogle 



LONDON TOPOGRAPHERS. 



Wfth regard to the third edition of the Survey, Miinday claims 
for it in his "epistle dedicatory " to the Lord Mayor, that he 
was merely carrying out the wishes of his friend John Stow, 
who had already contemplated an increased edition, and when 
failing in health gave his collections to Munday. On the title 
page it is said to be corrected and much enlarged with many 
fare and worthy notes, but later writers do not allow his work 
much merit. 

In 1633 a fourth edition, this time in foltOp was {mblisfaed, 
Munday» who has we have seen died in the course of that year» 
co-operating with H. D(yson) and others, one of whom signs 
the preface C. J. Of this edition, as of the former one, it has 
been the habit to speak slightingly ; but it has various featuies 
of interest, among the rest the arms of many mayors from the 
earliest times to the year of its publication, and the arms of the 
City Guilds and of various trading companies, some of them 
drawn in rather a decorative manner. More than a hundred 
pages at the end are taken up by curious items of information 
headed Rematnes," the earlier portion of these being described 
as " Remaincs or Remnants of divers worthy things which should 
have had their due place and honour in this worke if promising 
friends had kept their words." It includes a " Perambulation 
or Circttit^walke foure miles about London." 

The subsequent editions of StoVs Survey were two in 
number. That by the Rev. John Strype, another Londoner 
(though of Brabant family in the male line), was published in 
1 720, and contained a life of Stow by the editor. The final, or 
sixth edition, also associated with Strype's name, came out in 
1754, seventeen years after he had died, and was finished "by 
careful hands." By this time the work had grown to two large 
folio volumes. Strj'pc, *an industrious worker, can hardly be 
thought to have had either method or critical faculty. He got 
together much new material, but it is ill-arranged, and in con- 
sulting him one often has to refer to previous editions for the 
purpose of ascertaining if what he says relates to ins own time 
or to the London of Stow. Both these editions, especially 
the last, are embellished with many interesting maps and prints. 

We will now mention a few topographical writers of the 
XVII and XVIII centuries, who, though far less noted 
than Stow, have made useful contributions to our knowledge of 
London, to which attention will be duly drawn. 

1S8 



Goo 



LONDON TOPOGRAPHERS. 



The first in point of time was James Howell, a University 
mr\n of impulsive and amiable nature who was gifted with a 
spri[^htly pen. He is best known nowadays by his EpistoUe 
Ilo-eiianw or Familiar Letters, mostly written when he was a 
prisoner in the Fleet, of which Thackeray says, " Montaigne 
and ilowells Letters are my bedside books, if I wake at 
night I have one or other of them to prattle me to sleep again." 
An intimate friend of Ben Jonson, to whom he wrote on vartous 
occasions, and at whose death he composed memonat verses 
in praise of his ** honoured friend and father," Howell mentions 
being present at a '* solemn supper " f^ven by the dramatist 
when Thomas Carew was also a guest, and he lived to hold the 
office of historiographer-royal after the Restoration. His 
monument, with a Latin inscription, is in the triforium gallery 
of the Temple church. 

The work by Howell, which gives him a place in our list, is 
Londinopolis, an Historical Discourse or Perlustration of the 
City of London and Westminster, etc., 1657, folio. Although 
pleasantly compiled, it sliows no pfreat amount of original 
research, being mostly borrowed from Sto w and his contiuuators. 
tie has, however, made a few instructive remarks. Thus, in his 
description of Newgate, after speaking of it as the fairest of 
all the gates, he says that it was ** so call'd from the newness 
thereof, whereas before it was call'd Chamberlane Gate." This 
is a name not mentioned by Stow, but we gather from else- 
where that it was so called in the first part of the XII 
century if not before, and the suggestion that it got its later 
name, not from beii^ altogether new but from being rebuilt, 
points to an earlier origin of the gate than that which Stow 
attributed to it. We have found out from recent excavation 
that in fact the gate was originally Roman, although several 
times enlarged and rebuilt. On the destruction of Newgate 
Prison, a Roman plinth and considerable Roman foundations 
came to light. An account of the discovery is published in the 
59th volume of Archaeologia. Howell was in early life con- 
nected with a glass factory, which in his FamUiar LUUrs he 
speaks of as being in Broad Street, but in Londmoptdis he 
locates the ** Glasse-house " more exactly, as having stood in part 
of Winchester House, the Spanish ambassador having am^er 
part He describes the sports of London somewhat in the 
style of the early writer Fitzstephen, mentioning, among the 
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rest, archety both at long marks and at butts," bowling. 
wrestHng, throwing the bar, duck hunting, bull and bear 

baiting, tennis, shovel-board, ninepins and stool -bal 1, " though 
that strnddling tomboy sport be not so handsome for iiiatds." 

The book has two interestinjr illustrations. 1 Itcrc is a 
folding view of London by that excellent artist W. Hollar, with 
the following lines : — 

** London, the glory of Great Britsunes lie ; 
Behold her Landschip her^ and tni pourfile." 

The places of chief interest in I^ndon are numbered on it and 
the names placed below. We thus get views of the spire 
of the church of St Lawrence, Poultney, destroyed in the Great 
Ftre and not rebuilt, of Old St Dunstan*s in the East, of Cold 
Harbour, Baynard's Castle, the Steelyard, and other historic 
sites. The second engraving is the well-known portrait of the 
author, cloaked, booted and spurred, leaning against a tree. In 
the background nre bis arms, and r»n a scroll in front thew(Mds: 
"Symbol auth." and "Heic tutus obumbror." 

The next work on London in point of time, if not in im- 
portance, was Camera Rci^ts, or a Short Vieuf of London, etc., by 
John Brydall, printed for William Crooke at the Green Dragon 
without Temple Bar in 1676. Brydall was a writer who 
published thirty-six treatises for the most part on legal matters, 
and left many others In manuscript He gave some books to 
the libraries of Lincoln's Inn and the Middle Temple. The 
contents of Camera Regis may perhaps be partly judged by a 
few of Its headings. ** Of the words civitas, urbs and oppidum." 
"Of the origination or etomology of the word London." "Of 
the divers appellations of this j^lorious City." " Of the customs 
of the renowned City of London." " Of the franchises, liberties 
or sinc^iilarities which the Londoners have obtained from the 
favour of our Kinj^s in the Hifjh Court of Parliament." The 
last section tells one that accordinfy to a statute of 23 Eliz. c. 5. 
"Woods grown within the compass of 22 miles from and about 
London, or the suburbs of the same, shall not be felled, to be 
converted into coals for making of ironworks." We also learn 
something of the legal courts, and of the duties and privil^es 
of the magistrates and officers *'of this precellent City*' from 
the Lord Mayor to the Deputy Escheator. 

A book, small in sixe» but of importance as marking a new 
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departure^ is that which has the following title : — A Co/lection 
of the names of the Merchants living in and about the City 
of London, and on a previous paf^^e, " Licen<;cd October ii, 
1677, Roger L'Estrange." This, of wliich only three orif^i'nal 
copies are known to exist, was reprinted by J. C. Hotten in 
1863, with an introduction, and by Chatto and Windus in 1878. 
It is usually called the Little London Directory, and was the 
first published, though there is also in print a List of the 
Principal Inhabitants of the City of London in 1640. The 
latter, did not appear till 1886, being compiled from original 
returns in the Record Office. 

Two more publications of the second half of the XVII 
centuiy remain to be mentioned. The first of these to which 
attention will be drawn was The Present State of London, or 
memorials comprehending a full and succinct account of the 
ancient and modem state thereof a small volume chiefly com- 
piled from Stow, but containing a few original and interesting 
features. Thomas Delaune, the writer of it, orif^inally a Roman 
Catholic, hnd in early life cast in his lot witfi the H.q)tists. He 
emploN'cd himself in literary work for publishers, and after- 
wards kept a grammar school. When Dr. Benjamin Calamy's 
discourse called A Scrupulous Conscience found its way into 
print, Delaune took up what he considered to be a challenge to 
those of his way of thinking, and wrote in reply A Plea for 
the Noneonfmmets, This was construed into a libeli for 
which he paid with his life ; for, being arrested in 1685, he was 
shortly after lodged among the felons in Newgate, and in the 
following January convicted and sentenced to pay a fine of 
a hundred marks, to find security to be of good behaviour for 
six months, and to have his books publicly burnt by the hang- 
man. He was unable to pay the fine, and remained in 
Newgate ; there his wife and two children, having joined him, 
soon died of want of fresh air and sufficient nourishment. His 
own health then gave way, and he followed them to the Lirave 
in 1685, after being a prisoner for about fifteen months. 
Calamy, whose father and elder brother were Nonconformists, 
although he did not answer the letters whicli Delaune wrute to 
him from Newgate, made efforts for his release and appears 
to have been troubled at their failure. The Plea for ike Non- 
conformists continued to be re-issued at intervals during a 
centuiy and a half. An edition was published at Balloon, 
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Saratoga County, in the year i8oo^ one at Nottuigham in 
1816-17, and one in Manchester as late as the year 1843. 
In The Present State of London^ our autiior, when describing 

the Guild of Apothecaries, says : — " Amongst many worthy 
members of this Company I may not forget Dr. Gideon De 
Launc, Apothecary to King James, a man noted for many 
singularities in his time, a great Benefactor to the Publick, and 
particularly to the Apothecaries Hall in Black Fr>'ars, where 
his statue ill white marble is to be seen to this day, and to 
whom I have the honour to be nearly related. He lived 
piously to the age of 97 years, and worth (notwithstanding his 
many acts of publick and private piety) near as many thousand 
pounds as he was years, having 37 children by one wife, and 
about 60 grandchildren at his funeral His famous pill Is in 
great request to this day, notwithstanding the swarms of 
pretenders to universal pill-making." Gideon Delaune's bust 
is still in the Hall of the Apothecaries, having been saved from 
the Great Fire. Doubtless the pill was very efficacious, but his 
claims to distinction as a patriarch are slightly exagt^eratcd by 
a too partial kinsman, for in fact he had only seventeen children, 
few of whom grew up, and his grandchildren were less than 
thirty in number. It may be added that Gideon Delaune was 
born at Rheims alxnit 1565, being the son of a French pastor. 

Tlie Present Siate 0/ London was first published in 1 68 1 , with a 
dedication to Sir Patience Ward, then Lord Mayor. According 
to Lowndes, who misdescribed the plates, which should be 
thirteen, there was another edition in 1682. This Is not in the 
library of the British Museum, and the writer has found no 
trace of it, but he possesses a curious composite volume, made 
up of part of the first edition and of a subsequent edition 
published in 1690, to be presently described. There are in the 
original edition two sets of verses addressed to the author. 
The first of them, signed R. S., is an acrostic on The Present 
State of London each line bci;innin<^ with a letter of the title 
in ordered sequence. The second, beginning 

** Reader, Survey Dc Laune, and his Survey, 
Who London's glories lively doth display," 

is signed by D. £. Philipolis. Delaune introduces a well-argued 
and spirited appeal for liberty of conscience, uriiich when viewed 
in the light of subsequent events is not without pathos. He 
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gives an account of the penny post for London and the suburbs, 
informing us that it was an invention of William Dockwra, 
then " little more than a year old," being be^^un in April, 1680. 

The Present State of London wa<; republished in 1690, with 
additions *' by a careful hand," and 'vith the added title, Angina 
Metropolis. The dedication at the be^^inning to the then Lord 
Mayor, Sir Thomas Pilkincrton, is sit^ned S. W. In this edition 
all the topographical prints have disappeared except the 
frontispiece representing the Lord Mayor and Court of Alder- 
men. One little change from the first addition adds a fact to 
our knowledge. In 16S1 Delaune had told us that '*in Hony- 
lane, near the Standard in Cheapside, is the small parish church 
called All-hallows, Hony-lane" (burial place of John Norman, 
mayor in 1453)1 He forgets that it had been burnt down in 
the Great Fire^ and from Angiup Meiropoiis we learn that by 
1690 the site was " turned into a market place." This edition 
has, after the original author's preface, an appeal to the reader 
signed by the publishers, John Harris and Thomas Hawkins. 

There is an interesting reference to Delaune in the Remarks 
and Collections of Thomas Heame^ lately republished by the 
Oxford Historical Society, vol. vii, p. 347. Under the date 
March 18, 1724-25, he says: — "Yesterday being lookuig upon 
the first vol. of Hollingshede's Chron. of the l^ed. at the Bell in 
the Corn Market, Oxford, Ihcrc happened to be a Man who 
lived in St Giles's Parish and said he had got a folio MS. finely 
done with many Pictures to illustrate the Stories, being a 
Chronicle from tiie beginning of the World in English. The 
author, he said, appears to have been one Thomas De Laune 
He said he had been offered seven Guineas for it, that 
Mr. Rawlinson (I suppose Dr. Rich'* Rawlinson) of John's 
Coll. formerly saw it, and said there was not the like. He said 
that he had lent it out more than once^ and by that means two 
or three leaves had been gone, and therefore he would never 
lend it any more." 

If, as we have been told, Howell was one of the first English- 
men who tried to make a living out of literature, the subject of 
our next short notice was the first who combined effectively the 
publishing business with that of miscellai^ous authorship. This 
was Nathaniel Crouch, publisher, who died at an advanced age 
about the year 1725, having under the titles of R. B. — Richard 
Burton — and Robert Burton, compiled many little volumes at a 
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shilling a-piece, which were very popular in their time. The 
great Dr. Johnson in 1784 asked Mr. Dilly to procure a set, 
"as they seem very proper to allure backward readers," and 
John Duiiton said of him that he was "a phoenix author, I 
mean the only man who j^ets a living by the writing of books." 

The particular publication with which we are now concerned 
wa.s hii> Historical Re»i(U tjuts and Ohserifations of the ancient 
and present state of London and Wesiminster, which, like 
Ddaune's Present State of Londtm, first saw the light in 1681. 
The earlier part of this book is cfaidly topographical ; the 
second part (of the same date and bound with it) is of the 
nature of an historical sketch from A.D. 527 to the year of 
publication. In this pleasant little compilation, as in Howdl's 
volume, it is difficult to find original matter, but one can pick 
up a few shreds of topographical information. For instance, on 
page twenty there is a statement that " Black Fryers Stairs is a 
free landing place, now p^allantly rebuilt, with a usefull Bridge, 
by Sir i ho. Fitch, who has built a very curious house upon the 
wharf, and cleared it, so that now the Lord Mayor, w hen he 
comes from Westminster to be sworn, lands there in^tcaLl of 
I'aul's \\ harf as being more convenient." As in ihc case 
of Delaunc's work, wi^icli in size also this little volume 
resembles, it has been said that there was a second edition, 
not to be found in the British Museum, and of which 
we have never come across a copy. A so-called third, and, 
according to the title page^ an enlarged edition, appeared 
in 1684, but it seems in fact to have been merely a reprint, the 
artless copper plate engraving being by this time much worn. 
Both issues were published by Crouch at his shop with the 
sign of the Bell, which, however, in the interval had been shifted 
from Exchnn;re Alley (by Kemp's Coffee House) to the Poultr>'. 
It is perhaps worth mentioning that in the Picfionary oj 
National Biography, the second part, mentioned above, is 
wrongly said to have been added in this edition. There were 
subsequent editions in 1703, 1722, and 1730. The last, 
published after the death uf the author, had grown to more 
than double the size of the original volume. It is also brought 
up to date; at the beginning of the title the words Historical 
Remarques" are replaced by ** A New View," but the second 
part is still called » Historical Remarks," the spelling being 
modernised. The work is said to have been *<conthiued by 
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an Able Hand." In our copy there are two plates which 
coincide with those in the original edition, the design for the 
arms of London is also identical. A few illustrations are 
omitted and others here make their first appearance. 

Strani^e to sa)', considcriiTLj the want of originality in the 
work, aficr a lapse of 80 years another (and final) edition was 
published as late as the year 18 10, with wide margins and good 
type, making quite a large volume. It has none of the old 
illustrations, but f>oor portraits, most of them in duplicate. 
Their miscellaneous character can be judged by the fact that 
among the persons represented are Sir William Walworth, 
Menassah Ben Israel, William Wallace^ Lord Cobham, Jane 
Shore, Mrs. A. Turner the murderess, and Philemon Holland. 
The publishers had got hold of Delaune*s Present Suue of 
London and had copied from it views of the City gates, 
repeating a misrepresentation of Newgate. The concluding 
illustration, also copied from Delaune's book, represents 
Clarendon House. The historical portion is not carried 
beyond the year i68r. 

We now come to a topot^rapliical work which may still 
be consulted freely with pleasure and profit, as although 
founded to some extent on Stow, it contains the results of 
much indep(MKlcnt research. This is A New View of London^ 
or an Ample AceoutU 0/ that City^ in two volumes, 8vo, 1708, 
the author of which (although his name is not given on the 
title page), was Edward Hatton, who has left behind him other 
useful writings. He might with reason have had a few lines 
accorded to him in the Dictionary of National Biogre^hy, His 
claims at least were as strong as those of Crouch or Burton, of 
whom an account is given ; but, with so many names to select 
from, one knows how difficult it must have been for the editors 
of that great work to make a final choice. From Sir John 
Hawkins {History of Mustek, 1776, vol. iv, p. 504) we learn 
that liatton was "surveyor to one of the Fire-offices in 
I.niidon." It was therefore his duty to survey buildings 
thioughout the metropolis, and while doing this work, by 
which he seems to have acquired considerable knowledge 
of architecture, he took the occasion to note down any 
facts appealing to the antiquary or the historian which 
appeared to him to be of sufficient interest. The book 
resulting therefrom was thus largely founded on personal 
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observation. It also had the advantage of being arranged in 

a convenient manner, 

HRtton says of the N<»w View that it is " a more particular 
description thereof than has hitherto been puhli-lied of any 
City in the VV t lrl," and h'ttle as he is now remembered, he 
appears to make good his claim. In the preface he admits 
that as a matter of course he has borrowed from Stow, 
Camden, Dugdale and others, just as Stow had himself 
borrowed from previous writers, but he ventures to assert that 
about nine-tenths of the book are original There is a long hitro- 
duction, treating of London in general, and the rest is divided 
into eight sections, their respected subjects being arranged in 
alphabetical order. First, we have all the streets, squares^ 
lanes, markets, yards, inns, etc., In London, Westminster, and 
Southwark, with some useful notes. Then follow detailed 
accounts of St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, and the 
various churches in London and the suburbs. Many of the 
monumental inscriptions are here given, of which it has been 
said of Hawkins and others that the transcripts arc sometimes 
inaccurate. But even if this be so, the mistakes arc seldom of 
importance, and it is good to have one's memory refreshed 
with regard to what exists, or existed in Hatton's time. Next 
follows an account of the Royal Exchange, the Guildhall, the 
Halls of City Companies, etc., and then an interesting section 
containing information on palaces, noblemen's houses, etc 
Other subjects on which new light is thrown are collies, 
libraries, Inns of Court, free schools, museums, offices^ hospltalst 
prisons, houses of correction, bridges, ferries, docks, keys, wharfs, 
pl)dng places for boats, and &eir distances from London 
Bridge, lights, insurance offices, conduits and fountains; and 
public statues in and about the City, of which in some cases 
this IS the only record. There is also a vocabulary, with 
explanation, of the terms of art and heraldry used in the 
treatise. A supplement to the New View of London was 
published in 1722, and is bound up with it in the copy at the 
British Museum. It relates altogether to the cathedrals, 
churches, and chapels of the metropolis, and we arc told in the 
preface that it is the result partly of inspection into the records 
of the churches themselves, partly of a study of Stiype's 
edition of Stow's Survey, then lately published. It was sold by 
J. Roberts at the Oxford Arms in Warwick Lane. The name 
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of Hatton is attached to various other publications, chiefly 
arithmetrical, which can be seen at the British Museum. 
Among them the following may be noted. Mis InUne SysUm 

of Arithmetic^ etc., 1 721, reached a second edition eleven yeare 
afterwards. Arithmetick, both in theory and practice, made plain 
and easy, etc., first written by one John Hill, seems to h ive been 
a popular book, for in 1733 a fifth edition appeared under 
Hatton's editorship. The preface is signed by H. Ditton of 
Christ's Hospital, aiui it contains a testinuniial as to its merits, 
signed " C. Snell, Irum my school in Foster Lane," but this 
was written eariier, being dated 17 12. Another work which 
Hatton remodelled was Tkf PraOiaU Miosurer^ by Isaac Keay, 
The fourth edition, revised and corrected, *' with an appendix 
and preface by £. Hatton Gent," was issued in 1730. There is 
a work by him called the Comes Comercii, or Tradtt^s Onnpanum^ 
besides several others. Enough has been said to prove that he 
was a hard-working and intelligent man. There is a portrait of 
him from a rare print inserted in a copy of the New Vtew^ which 
belongs to thf? writer. 

The works on London so far described, arc, with one 
exception, all by known authors, and all except the two last 
editions of Stow, Hatton's su[)plement, and the Littk London 
iJircitory, are mentioned in The English Topog'rapher by an 
Impartial Hand (Richard Kawlinson) in 1720. Wev\ ill now 
briefly refer to a few booklets of not much importance but still 
having a certain valuer the authors of which have hitherto 
escapeid notice. 

In 1722 a compilation called The AnHpUHes of London and 
Westnunsttr, by " N. B.," was published for H. Tracy, carrying 

on business at the Three Bibles on London Bridge. It is, 
perhaps, chiefly interesting from the fact that it was issued at 

one of the old houses which helped to make that structure more 
beautiful than the Pontc Vecchio at Florence, for, although 
well arranged, there seems to be nothiij^:^ original about it 

Oddly enough, in the same year, another work of about the 
same size was printed for H. Tracy at the Three Bibles, and 
for another bookseller, T. Norris, at the sign of the Looking 
Glass, also on LondDn Bridge. Dunbticss travellers crossing 
from Southwark used to buy these as hand-books. This second 
venture has a very long title of which the following forms part : 
Rmarks on London^ being an Exact Survey of ike Citm 0/ 
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London and Westminster, Borough of Southivark, etc., "all 
alphabetically digested and ver}'' useful for Gentlemen, Ladies, 
Merchants, Tradesmen, both in City and Country. The like 
never before extant. It was by W. Stow, about whom we have 
been unable to fjlean any information. It is unlikely that he 
was connected with the family of his great predecessor who 
wrote the origmal Surety. From this humbler chronicler 
something can be gleaned, as he evidently observed for himself 
at first hand. He begins with a Strangtr/ Guide or 
Travelier^ Directory^ giving the names of all the various 
streets, alleys, etc.» to some of which he has appended useful 
notes. For instance, in describing Artillery Ground, Tothill 
Fields, he says that near it, by Westminster Pound, are Hill's 
Almshouses, the Grey Coat Boys' Hospital, the Green Coat 
Boys' Hospital, and Mr. Green's Blue Coat Boys* Hospital, 
who has lately built, not far from it, the finest Brewhouse in 
Euro{:)e. We learn that '* Bull Inn Court, Strand, was so called 
from being built where the liuU Inn formerly stood, which 
some years since fell down and kill'd five or six people in their 
beds, besides hurting some others." From "Chequer Court, 
against Northumberland House, Strand, many stage-coaches 
may be hired for the western parts of England, and the waters 
had fresh from Bath and the Hot Well at Bristol." Qotiifetr, 
West Smtthfield, once the site of a great mediaeval cloth fair, was 
still " noted for the sale of cloths, druggets, and other woollen 
factures " Kingsgate Street, according to our author, was so 
called from a Bve-bar gate fixed there when a field, *'thro' 
which our Kings were wont to pass when they went to 
Newmarket" The famous giants at the Guildhall are called 
Gogmagog^ and Corineus, names certainly applied to imagoes of 
a somewhat similar kind which were placed on London Bridg^c 
in 1554, when Philip and Mary made their public en tn.- into 
London. The present giants, carved by Richard Saimders, 
found their way to the Guildhall in 1708, the year of HalLon's 
publication. Of Lutemers (Lewknor's) Lane, Drury Lane, we 
are told that " the u ickedncss of its inhabitants having gain*d 
(as well as some places by it) the name of Little Sodom, they 
have given it the nice name of Charles Street, as a stone shows 
on the west end of it/' In Ormonde Street is a stately stone 
house ** belonging to Squire Herbert, called Lord Fowis, and 
behind it is a well, whose water is reckon'd medicinal for sore 
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eyes." The old church of St. Martin-in-thc Fields is being 
pulled down. '* In Whetstone's Park, by Linccjln's Inn Fields, 
was formerly a receptacle for wanton does, till in the rei^n of 
Charles the Second they were routed out by the mob, to 
suppress which riot the King's IJfe Guards were obliged to go 
in arms against them." Bride Lane, Fleet Street, is noted for 
hat-makers, and at " Chizel Street, Upper Mcx>rfields, are still 
some iletchers or those who make bows and arrows." These 
aie a few of the quaint items of information with which the 
difectoiy is enriched. 

Then follows a " List of all the Cathedrals, Churches and 
Chapels of ease within the Bill of Mortality, withal shewing 
therein the sett times of publick Prayers, receiving the 
Sacrament, and hearing Sermons both Ordinary and Extra- 
ordinar}', with many curious observations," wliirh make it 
evident how frequent were week-day 'Services at that time in 
the Citv, The rest of this quaint volume deals with the post 
office, lairs and markets, the inns for flyin*:;^ coaches, stage 
coaches, waggons, etc., wharfs and plying places on the Thames, 
the rates of coachmen, chairmen, carmen and watermen, and 
other useful items of information. 

The year ,1722 was prolific in London guide-books, for a 
third volume (small 8vo) appeared anonymously under the title 
of ^ Neiw RgvUw of London^ biing an exact Surv^ taken lately 
eftveiy etwwet^ lane^ aUey^ square, dose, green, wharfs tvw, garden, 
field, and all places. . , , With tke rates 0/ foreign and donustic 
letters, list of all the stage coaches, waggons and carriers, where 
they Inn at in London and days they ^ out c f toivn^ and another 
list ( never before done ) of all the houses of tlu British nobility in 
London and Westminster. This was re-issued several times. 
There was a third edition in 1728. 

In the year 1732 a book was pul^lisheH called New 
Remurks of London^ etc., claiming to be collected l)y the 
Company of Parish-Clerks, those clerks, whose naino are 
given, rendering some assistance. W ith regard to the parish 
diurches there is much detail concerning the value of the 
livii^ hours of service, schools, charities, etc, but little about 
the architecture. The rest of the book follows somewhat the 
lines of W. Stow's publication, but one misses somewhat his 
naive individual toudies. 

A work that cannot be omitted from our list is that by the 

199 



Digitized by Google 



LONDON TOPOGRAPHERS. 



well kiiowiii John Mottley, who, under the pseudonym of Robert 
Seymour, and perhaps with the assistance of Thomas Cooke, 
produced a Survey of the Ciiies of Landm and Wesimmsier, 
which purports to be '* an improvement of Mr. Stow's and other 
Surveys^ 1^ adding whatever alterations have happened in the 
said cities, etc, to the present year, retrenching many super- 
fluities, and correcting many errors in the former writers." 
This was in folio. The 6rst volume has two title pages, dated 
respectively 1753 and 1734. The second volume has the date 
1735. The compiler was son of a Colonel Thomas Mottley, 
who followed the fortunes or misfortunes of James II in exile, 
and afterwards taking service under Louis XIV, was killed in 
1706 at the battle of Turin. He himself gained a precarious 
livelihood by his pen, chiefly as a dramatist, and died in 1 7 50. 
Three years aften^ards there was a re-publication of his work 
on London " to which is introduced Sir VV. Dugdale's History 
of St PattTs Cathedral from its foundation^ by a Gentleman of 
the Inner Temple.'* " Seymour's " Surtfty is sometimes called 
an edition of that by Stow, but it was evidently not so con- 
sidered by those who published the sixth and final edition of 
Stow's Suf7fey» 

Of that important work Maitland's History of London 
perhaps it will be enough to say that there were five editions, 
and, as Peter Cunningham points out, the first published in one 
volume folio, 1739, is very unlike the two thick volumes folio 
edited by Entick long after Maitland's death in 1775. They 
are all useful but not inspiring, and the same thing is true of 
other London histories in the latter part of the X\TII 
century; for Instance, Chamberlain (1770), Noorthouck (177.2) 
and Harrison (1776), and that compiled by "a Society of 
Gentlemen/' and published under the direction of William 
Thornton in 1 784. Pennant, who comes on the scene a good 
deal later, is more lively but less accurate. 

There is one small book on London which is perhaps worth 
mentioning, not so much from any inherent merit it may possess 
as on account of its authorship. This is called The Touchstone^ 
or Essays on the reigning Diversious of the Town^ published 
anonymously in 1728, and re-issued in 1731 as The Taste oj 
the Town, or Guide to all Publick Diversions. The titles of a 
couple of the chapters perhaps sufficiently indicate it^ contents. 
Chapter I is on "Mustek, Operas and Flays; their Original 
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Progress and Improvement, and the Stagc-Entcrtaimiiciit fully 
vindicated from the exceptions of old Pryn, the Reverend Mr. 
Collier, and Mr. Law." The final chapter (VII) treats of "the 
Athletic Sport of the Antients, their Circus compared with our 
Bear-Garden, and their Gladiators with our Prize-Fighters, of 
Cock-Fighting, Puppet-Shews^ Mountebanks and Auctions." 

The author, James Ralph, bom about 1705, probably in 
Pennsylvania, was a merchants derk in his native country and 
became intimate with Benjamin Franklin, who says of him in 
his Autobiography: "Ralph was ingenious, genteel in his 
manners, and extremely eloquent." Leaving a wife and child 
in America, he came to England with Franklin in 1724 and 
never returned. He took up m!«:ccllaneous wntinii^ as a means 
of livelihood, was for years in the pay of politicians, and is thus 
mentioned by Fope in the Dunciad (edition of 1743, book I, 
line 215); — 

** And see, the very Ga«eteers give o*er ; 
Even Ralph repents and Henley writes no more." 

In later life Ralph resided at Chiswtck, and is said to have 
helped his neighbour, Hogarth, in the composition of Tke 
Anaiysis cf BimUy, After suffering for years from gout he 
died at Chiswick, Jan. 24th, 1762. There is an account of him 

in the Dictumar}' f>f National Biography. 

Such books as John Evelyn's Fumtfugium^ 1 661, or The Ciiy 
Cardemer, 1722, by Thomas Fairchild of Hoxton, hardly come 
within the scope of this paper, but they are both well worthy of 
perusal, for apart from their other merits, they give us pleasant 
glimpses of old London. From the former wc learn how, when 
Newcastle was besieged during the Civil War, divers Gardens 
and Orcliards in the very heart of the City yielded splendid 
crops and this was "by the owners rightly imputed to the penury 
of coales, and the little smoke which they took notice to iiife:>t 
them that year." 

Fairchild, however, a man of intellectual distinction, who first 
scientifically hybridised plants, read papers before the Royal 
Society, and was, by the way, founder of the flower sermon at 
Shoreditch, records, many years after Evelyn's time, that fruit- 
trees would grow well and bear fruit plentifully in the closest 
alleys of London; for instance^ "at the Rose Tavern without 
Temple Bar," and ** in a little yard at Sam's Coifee^house in 
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Ludgate Street." Of these the vine, the fig tree, and the mul- 
berry tree, still make a brave fight against the impurities of our 
smoke laden atii^usphcre, and specimens of the two last at the 
time of writii^g adorn garden plots within a short distance of 
the Royal Exchange ; but then, alas ! it can no longer be said 
that " the tree Is known by its frait** Cynics, indeed, have been 
heard to say that '* plants '* of another kind are those that now 
flourish most in the City. There are many publications of 
the period referred to in our title, such as Ned Waid's London 
Spy and others of the class usually described as " facetious " or 
"curious" in booksellers' catalc^es which, for the light they 
throw on London topography, deserve to be noticed, as much 
or more than T)ie City Garden rr nr Evelyn's Fujtnfugium ; but 
these are special favourites with the writer, and have Inrg held 
an honoured place on his shelves. Besides, it was best to have 
some definite limit ; he has, there iVue, confined his reraarki 
almost entirely to books in his own possession. 



NOTES ON THE EARLY CHURCHES OF 
SOUTH ESSEX, 

Bv C. W. FoKiiES, Member of the Essex Archaeological 
Society. 

[CoDtiniied from lai.) 

CHADWELL St. MARY. 

THE last church we visited was Bulphan. I propose now 
to take another very old chiircli, more to the south 
between Orsett and Tilbury, Chadwell St. Mary. The 
church is of Saxon origin. St Chad was a Saxon 
bishop (Bede states in his chronicle that Tilbury was the seat of 
a monastery founded cirea 630 under Sigbert, King of the 
East Siucons, by St Chad or Ceadda, afterwards Bishop of 
York in 666 and Lichfield in 667 ; he also built a church at the 
well close by in which he baptised his converts). This church 
was dedicated to the l^lcssed Virgin Mary, which was after- 
wards called " ChadweU St Mary " \ the Well of St Chad, or 
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Chad's Well, was, I am told, believed to have been .situalcd to 
the north of the church wall. No trace is left of the original 
Saxon edifice, the present building bcinpr of Norman founda- 
tion, dating from the middle of the XII century. It consists 
of a chancel, nave, and a fine imposing embattled western 
tower with three bells, dated respectively i6i8, 1694, and 1763. 

Considerable alterations took place in the XIV and XV 
centuries, and the only Norman work now remaining is the 
upper portions of the north and south doorways, the walls of the 
nave, one small window and portions of the tower. 

The west doorway, now closed, and the three-light window 
above it in the tower, are Perpendicular. On the south side of 
this door is a handsome niche, which originally contained an 
image of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The interior substance of the outer walls and tower is chalk, 
or ciunch, faced with brick or nibble, of a similar nature to that 
at Wenninc^ton and East Thurrock, etc. ; this material, being 
very common in the neighbourhood, lias been employed some- 
what extensively in the building: of a ejood many of the walls 
and towers of the ai^icient churches in this | )cu t of the county. 

There are three doorways, north, soutii, and west The 
south door was hlocked up in the latter part of the XVI 
century. At the last restoration, some years ago, it was re- 
opened and a large vestry added The north and south door* 
ways were of a similar nature, as can readily be seen both from 
the exterior and interior of the church, the upper portions of 
the original Norman doorways being plainly visible. 

The present chancel was added in the XIV century, and 
contains a piscina and scdilia ; it is separated from the nave 
by a modern dwarf oak screen. On the south side nf the 
nave can be seen the ancient rood-loit stairs, which date from 
tlie XV century. 

The original font has disappeared ; the present one is 
modern, in the Norman style, similar to that at Laindon, from 
which it was probably copied. A font of the Georgian Period 
was found in 1905 under one of the old pews ; it is now in the 
vestry. 

In the chancel are two very fine Italian oil paintings 
presented by the late Vicar. 

There were at one time two brasses in the chancel. One was 
destroyed about fifty years ago. The other was lately found by the 
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present Vicar under the altar; he informs me that it is still 
there and is in an excellent state of preservation. It has an 
inscription to Ceciiye Owen, who died i8th August, 1603, and 
a shield of arms. 

The list of Rectors dates from circa 1 303, and the Registers 
from 1539. 

Daniel Defoe, the author of Kodinson Crusoe, was, it is said, 
bom in this parish ; he was at one time secretary to a firm of 
brick and tile makers here. It is probable that the estate on 
which this manufactoiy stood belonged to a branch of the 
family ; in the registers for the early part of the XVI century 
we find entries of marriages and deaths of members of the 
Defoe family. 

STANFORD-LE-HOPE. 

Near Chadwell St. Mary are the ancient parishes of East and 
West Tilbury and Mucking, but these I propose to leave for a 
future instalment. We will proceed next to Stanford-le-Hoj)e, 
one of the chief places in South Essex. It is six miles from 
Grays and eight miles from Tilbury, and is situated on the 
main Southend road. This place must have been of consider- 
able importance in pre-Reformation times, as the church contains 
a number of memorials to ancient possessors of the manors in 
the surrounding districts. 

The derivation of the name Stanford-le-Hope has not, I 
think, been satisfactorily explained; perhaps some of my 
readers can enlighten us on the subject 

The church stands on the top of a rather steep hill to the 
south of the railway station ; the present tower, with its four 
pinnacles, is very prominent, and visible for some distance. 
The church and tower were in a ver)' dilapidated state in the 
earl)' part of the XIX century' ; but a thorough restoration was 
effected about 1878, when the tower was practically rebuilt of 
Kentish ragstone and raised twenty feet. The upper portion, 
with the four pinnacles, is apparently a copy of the famous 
and stately XV century tower ol the church aL i'rittlewell, 
which will be described and illustrated in a later article. It has 
a clock and six bells hung in 1884 in place of five dated 1694 
to 1703. The tower is built at the east end of the north aisle, 
which is very unusual A similar style of erection is seen at 
Grays Thurrock church, erected in the XIII centuiy. 
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The church consists of a chancel, nave^ with north and south 

aisles and chnntry chapels. 

The first church erected was doubtless of Norman foundation 
and ver>' small, simply a nave and small chancel ; the onl\' 
remains of this early structure are in the present south arcade, 
three feet thick, one small window, and the inner west wall. 
These are composed of chalk, flint, and rubble, and are 
evidently remains of the original outer walls on the south and 
west sides. In this west wall, to which a vestiy has been 
attached, is an oblong opening which is considered to have 
been a so-called leper window. The north aisle was added 
in the early part of the XIII century, and the south 
aisle in the latter part. The shafts or pillars separating 
the faisles from the nave are alternately circular and oc- 
tagonal on the north, and octagonal only on the south side. 
The chancel, which dates from the reign of Edward III, is 
divided from the nave by an a?ch with two reveals with 
hollowed chamfered edp^es. About the snmr period the north 
and south chantry chapels and vestry ^^crc added, and a tower 
erected ; also three fine sedilia seats and ()iscina inserted in the 
chancel. These are similar to those at Orsett church, and were 
probably designed by the same architect. The church as it 
stands at present is a typical one in the Decorated style of 
architecture. 

Portions of a fine oak XIV centuiy chancel screen have been 
preserved. It is now used to divide the south chantiy or chapel 
from the aisle; 

Beneath a crocketed ogee arch on the north side of the 
chancel is a perpendicular altar tomb; the brass effigy and 
inscription attached to it have been at some time lost or stolen. 
It is not known who was buried here. The tomb was doubtless 
utilised in prc-Rcformation times as an Easter sepulchre. 

The south chapel was originally appendant to the manor 
of Hassingbrook. 

The basement of the tower was also formerly a chantry 
chapel, and contains a plain piscina. 

The font, with its ancient oaken canopy of the Decorated 
period, is very imposing although much mutilated It was 
partly restored a few >rears aga 

In the south chapel are a number of memorials to the 
Featherston family, dating from 1690 to 17^4; also to their 
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successors, the Scrattons, from 1774 to 1841. On the east 
wall of the chancel is a memorial to Richard Champion, who 
died in 1599. Numerous others cover the walls of the aisles. 

The ceiling of the nave is of panelled oak ; the south duor is 
of similar work and very massive. 

At the late restoration the nave and aisles were refloored, and 
a new roof put to nave and chancel ; five stained glass windows 
were also inserted in the church. A large fresco of '* Jacob's 
Dream " was discovered on the walls of aisles. 

CORRINGHAM. 

Between Stanford-le-Hope and the River Thames are 
situated the two old and comparatively little known villages of 
Corringham and Fobbing. The first is about two miles from 
Stanford, while Fobbing is a mile to the east of Corringham ; 
both have churches of interest, and both are worthy of a visit. 
Strangers are seldom seen in these parts, being .some distance 
from the railway and right away from the main Southend road. 

A sign post almost opposite the east end of the church 
at Stanford-le-Hope points the way to Corringham. The 
church at Corringham (or Currincham, as the Doomsday Book 
spells it) is of Norman foundation, built of flint and stone. The 
tower, however, which is massive and has a pyramidal roof, is 
probably the only portion remaining of the Norman building. 
It contains three bells, dated respectively 1 580, 161 3, and 1622. 
One is inscribed "God be my good speed," and is dated 1613, 
with "T. B.," the initials of Thomas Bartlett, the bell founder; 
another bears the founder's mark and the words : " Thomas 
Bartlett made this bell" (1622); while around the first bell 
runs the legend: "John Dier made me 1580." 

The present nave and chancel date from the XIV century; 
and the north aisle was also added about this time. 

There are two entrances, north and south. The space under 
tlic tower is used as a baptistry, and contains an ancient font 
believed to be Norman. It has, however, been hopelessly 
modernized by the addition of paint and gilding. 

The north door was reopened about 1875, when the north 
aisle was restored. This aisle is separated from the nave by an 
arcade of two bays in the Decorated style. The chantry, or 
north chapel, which is divided off from this aisle by a portion of 
the old oak chancel screen, is known as the " Baud " chantry. 
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and perpetuates the memory of the principal f imlly in Coning' 
ham from the XU to the XVI centuries.' Mr. Minet's recent 
pcscarches into the records of this ancient family have revealed 
many interesting facts, including the dedication of this chaj^el 
to St. Katherine. William Baud (a Member of Parliament for 
KsscK in the XiV century) provided that in this chapel mass 
should be offered daily for his soul, that of Isabella his wife, 
and for the souls of their ancestors. After being disused for 
centuries, this ancient chapel is now once more properly 
furnished for divine service. The east window contains a few 
fragments of old stained glass. 

The interior of the church consists of nave, chancel, and 
north aisle, with the chantiy chapel. 

In the south wall of chancel is a trefoil-headed piscina. 

In the last century, before the restoration (1843-4) took place, 
the little church was overgrown with ivy, and there was no 
chancel arch« which, together with the south wall, had fallen 
down in the XVI century. The main portion of the church 
was restored by Sir Gilbert Scott in 1S43. The tower was left, 
apparently, for lack of funds, until 1^64, when the vestry was 
added. 

The south porch is modern and dates from a later restoration. 
On its corbels may be seen carved portraits of the late Queen 
Victoria and the then Bishop of London, Dr. Blomfield, 
Corringham at that time being in his diocese. Remains of 
a holy water stoup are protected by this porch. The chancel 
window and seveial others in the nave are fitted with modem 
stained glass of no great merit. 

There is a XIV centuiy bench end with carved tracery 
attached to one of the new seats at the west end of nave. 

Some fine ancient brasses are to be seen on the floor of the 
chancel and chantry chapel, including a half-length effigy to 
Richard de Belton, Rector cimr t 340, and one to Alice 
Cjrc\ ycnb (1453). Other brasses include the following^: — 
Thomas Atlce and Marr^aret his wife, area 1464; Robert 
Draper, also a former incumbent, area 1595. This last brass 
is inserted in an ancient stone inscribed " Abele (? Isabele) 
Baud gist ici, dieu de sa ahne ait merci." 

Another brass has the figure of a female, much worn, dated 

■ *' The Baud family of Corringham and Hadham Parva," £ssex Arch, 
Soc, DnautuUem^ put iii, new series. 
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1460; inscription lost. The brass to Richard de Belton is one 
of the most intercstinj; in the county. Technically known as a 
" demi-priest." it represents a half-lengtli hL[ure of the Rector 
in Mass vestments, his chasuble being apparalled round the 
neck and sleeves. The inscription runs: — "Hie jacet d'n's 
Ricardus de Belton' q'nda' Rector istius eccl'ie cuj' a'i'e 
p'picietur deus." Mr. Harris, in his book Monumental Brasses^ 
puts the date of this brass as 1340; it Is marveUoiisly well 
preserved, 
(To be continned.] 



SOME ANCIENT HOSTELRY SIGNS. 

By I. GiBERNfi SlEVBKING. 

THERE is no one in the world, who, at some hour or 
other in his life, would not have staked his all for some 
sign, eagerly desired, long looked for. Some sign that 
should show clear at some vital moment, and should 
signify the final defeat of the ill luck that had hitherto dogged 
and beleagured his heart's garrison. Some sign that sbotild 
rise in his mental sky at a time when his life's sun was low in 
the heavens to convince him that he was not iar from the 
kingdom of his dreams. 

Ever since the two great signs that heralded the gre a te st 
Coming the world has ever seen, and its Departure, we have 
known, in a way unknown before, how infinitely much may be 

conveyed by a s\^r\. 

in matters of less serious, every-day life, 1 remember one 
evening in late March, when I was waiting for a sign on a 
country platform. It was the sign of the Central down express. 
In it was someone infinitely dear to me. The sky looked like 
a roseate-hued sea, with islands scattered about its surface at 
intervals. It was flecked with irr^ular lines of clouds : deep 
purple, and dull slate. The cold white gleam of the metals at 
my feet were lit garishly from time to time by split streams of 
molten silver, which fell, ever and anon, as if shaken irom some 
brimming bowl, as the electric train passed along, amid broad 
glares of dazzling sheet lightning. 
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Standing out in vivid contrast against the horizon were the 
four signal lamps : two red, two emerald green. The buildings 
behind them darkly silhouetted against the clear sky. As 
I watched, came the thing for which I was waiting. A sharp 
" ting-ting " rang out imperatively in the air, and the signal 
dropped to intimate the near approach of the express. A 
sudden stir of eager expectancy gripped me. Already my ear 
caught a distant roar in the far distance. A few seconds later 
the express was upon us. A mere flash; a thunderous, 
panting, throbbing advance, was all of which one was cognisant. 
But even as it swung past I had caught the message of personal 
import it contained for me. 




THE KOX, LOMBARD STREET, 1 677. 



A friend's face leaning out of the window of a carriage in the 
rear of the train, a hastily flung packet which fell at my feet as 
I stood waiting at the far end of the platform among the milk 
cans. As I turned, my eyes saw the flash of a heliographed 
smile light up my friend's face, and the mighty, steaming 
velocity was already far beyond our ken. 

But there had happened a vital minute. One had felt with 
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tremendous force the advent of Power in one's immediate 
neighbourhood. It was a parable of life. In the world are 
gigantic movements ; tremendous forces at %vork. It is true 
they feather their strength by degrees, but when once the acme 
is attained, one stands before them impc>tent to arrest their 
progress. They separate other powers, other gentler influences; 

they brook no interference 
when their speed Is at its 
full; tfacy are relentless 
factors; sheer impetus thdr 
only principle. Yet, not- 
A BUSH. withstandii^s everything, 

XIV Century MS. ""^^^^ 

force of velocity, is the 

volition of the personality of the soul. Be the speed what it 

nia\', be the outward power of separation what it will, human 

persunality gets its message despatched. It flashes its 

imperative sign, and the waiting eyes learn its meaning 

and are content. 

Words are, when all is said and done, very bald and in- 
sufficient methods of expression. At certain supreme monents 
of life they fail us completely. We look about vaguely for 
them and find they have been apparently conscioiis of how 
impossible it is for them to meet the situatson, and have 
consequently left the room of the mind. 

But a sign has all the power of words within its scopes and 
all that it is beyond their province to 
express as well. There is everything 
in a si'Tfi ; the eye need only look 
and the whole idea is conveyed in a 
glance. 

Once in the early ages of the world, 
people found out how convincinn'ly a 
sign stood for salvation. That the 
mere lifting of their sick eyes availed. 
The bnusen serpent stood for the tre- 
mendous, resistless power of an idea, 
and the mere sight of a sign had a world of medicine in it In all 
ages, in all nations, men have pinned their faith to a sign ; it 
might have been religious, it might have been secular, but it 
stood in their minds for the h%hest form of voiceless expiession. 
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Signs have oooie down to us fipom the ruins of Herculaneum 
and Pompeii. Record says that " a few were painted, hut^ as 
a rule, they seem to have^ been made of stone or terra ootta 

rdicvo." 

Mr. Larwood mentions that it is probable that at a later 
period the various artificers of Rome "had their tools as the 
sign of their houses to indicate their profession." He adds that 
in the Middle Ages, the houses of the nobility, both in town 
and country, when the family were absent, were used as 
hostel ries for travellers, and that the family arms always hung 
in front of the house. 

This was, of course^ because as so few people were then able 
to read, it would have been useless to put up the name of the 




AN BNOLISH INN OF THX XtV CBMTORY. 

Lttttrell Psaher. 



owner. This was the beginning of the vogue for signboards 
for hostelries, which was so universal in the XV and XVI 
centuries. Indeed, in 14 19, there was such a passion for self- 
advertisement that shops as well as hostelries were vieing with 
each other by putting their signs farther and farther into the 
street, in order to catch the eye of the public more easily than 
their neighbours. In 1419 the Liber Albus has this mention 
of signboards : — " It was ordained that whereas the ale-stakes 
projecting in front of taverns in Chepe and elsewhere in the 
said city extend too far over the King's h^ways» to the 
impeding of riders, or others, and by reason of their excessive 
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weight, to the great deterioration of the houses in which they 
are fixed .... it was by the Mayor and Aldermen granted 
and ordained .... under pain of paying forty pence under 
the Chamber of Guildhall on every occasion when they should 
transgress such an ordinance that no one of them in future should 
have a stake bearing his sign .... extending or lying over 
the King's highway of greater length than seven feet at most" 
When & rage for si^boirds was at Its height, old reoocds 
declare how exceedingly difficult a thing it was for the 
paaaeager to make his way along the street, partkularly on a 
blustering* windy day ! 

The sign seem to have been hung from an iron bar fixed to 
the wall of the house, or In a post standing in front of it 

Sauval says that theie was more variety in signboards in 
France: — "Shopkeepers had an- 
ciently banners hanging above the 
door or from their windows with 
the sign of the shop painted on 
them, while in the XVI century 
carved wooden signs were very 
common." Some of these still 
remain in Rouen and other old 
towns. 

An old document in tlie Harieian 
MS* (James I) mentions: — "On 
the way from Whitehall to Charing 
Cross we pas the White Hart, the hand and stak. 

Red Lion, the Graihound, the Bell, j-.^ 
the Golden Lyon, the Garter, the 

Crown, the Bear and Ragged Staffe, the Angel, the King 

Harry Head." 

In Charles I's reign a charter was given to the citizens 
of London to hang out signboards. Inn-keepers, indeed, 
were already compelled to hang out signs, as was also 
the case in France. Henri HI in 1577 ordained that all hotel 
keepers should put a sign "aux lieux les plus apparent" 
Louis XIV In 1693 ordored signs to be put up e v ei ywh efR 
* Art XXin. Tavemlers metront ense^ne set bouchons .... 
Nul ne pouira tenter taveme en oette dite viUe ct fiuiboni]^ 
sans mettre cuse^ne et boucha" 

In Enghmd, about the time of the Civil Wara^ Rkhaid 

21Z 




SOME ANCIENT HOSTELRY SIGNS. 



Flecknoe» in his ^Enigmatical Characters, says many of the 
Puritans were shocked at anything Popish (1665) : "As for the 
Signs they have pretty well begun their reformation already, 
changing the Sign of the Salutation of Our Lady into the 
* Souldier and Citizen.* " 

Later, after the Great Fire, the houses that were rebuilt 
changed the material of their signboards from wood to stone, 
let into the house beneath the first floor windows.' 

Mr. Hilton Price, in his Signs of Old Lombard Street (from 
whichj^book I have been kindly permitted to copy three of the 
signs given here), says that there were ninety-seven houses in 
Lombard Street and about 104 signs. At the time of the 

abolition of the signs there 
J I— ^ were, however, but eighty- 
five (houses). Before the 
Great Fire, when the 
streets were narrower, by 
reason of the penthouses 
and signs swinging across 
the road, the houses must 
have been very dark. . . . 
Originally the sig^s were 
intended to express the 
trade of the occupants ; 
.... but later on in the 
XVII century, the signs of 
the houses usually remain- 
ing the same, and the occu- 
pants constantly changing 
about, the original signs 




A LATTICE. 



Roxburgh Ballads, circa. 1650. 



did not by any means apply as an indication of the trade 
carried on within. . . . After the Great Fire many of the signs 
were made of stone and built into the fronts of the houses, but 
the majority of the people hung them over the doors or affixed 
them to the front ; and they eventually become almost as 
great a nuisance as they had been in the days of Charles 
II " 

Mr. Price mentions the fact that Lombard Street, from the 
earliest times, has been the site chosen by goldsmiths for the 
carrying on of their craft. The successors to the Jews who 

' History of Signboards, 
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took up their abode there for many years, of course were the 
Lombards, or Longobards, from Italy. In 1537 Sir Richard 
Gresham suggested to Thomas Cromwell "to make a 
goodely fiursse in Lomberd-Strette for marchaunts to repayer 
unto" 

.1 should mention that Mr. Hilton Price says that many 
people owning buildings in Lombard Street have already 
replaced the old sign upon their cheques ; and probably moie 
would do likewise if they could discover with accuracy what 
sign originally belonged to the house in idiicfa they do business. 

In Charles II's reign an act came into ibroe that "in all 
the streets no signboard shall hang acro8S» but that the 
sign shall be fixed against balconies or some convenient part of 
the side of the house." 

At Martlesham, a village about two miles from VVoodbridge, 
in Suffolk, there is a curious old inn, " The Lion," which has a 
wonderful sign painted red hxed to the front of the house. 



doubted but that signs were intended originally to express the 
different occupations of their owners." Misson, a French 
traveller, writing in 17 19, says: — "In London the signs are 
commonly very large, and jot out so far that in some narrow 
streets they touch one another. Nay, and run across almost 
quite to the other side. They are generally adorned with 
carving or gilding, and there are several that .... cost above 
a hundred guineas. They seldom write upon the signs the 
name of the thing represented In it . . . Out of 
LondoUi and particulariy in villages, the signs of Inns are 
suspendisd in the middle of a great wooden portal, may be 
looked upon as a kind of triumphal arch." Monsieur Grosley 
(1765) says *' I saw nothing mnarkable " (this was when he 
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Roxburgh Ballads. 
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Martiesham is only a few miles 
from the sea coast, and is built on 
a tributary of the river Deben. 
Tradition says that this sign was 
originally the figure-head of one 
of tiie ships of the Spanish Armada, 
wrecked off this coast It is a lact 
that many similar carvings are still 
to be seen in Spain at the present 
day. As late as 1752 The 
Adventurer says : — *' It cannot be 
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landed at Dover) " but the enormous size of the public house 
syns .... most of which cross the streets." 

And M. de Sartines, Lieutenant of Police in Paris, gave an 
order that all signboards in Paris and its suburbs were to 
be fixed against the walls of the houses and not to project 
more than four inches ; also that all signboards and sign-irons 
were to be removed from the streets. 

Referring to the Daify News in 1762, one finds that "the 
signs in Drake's Court, St Martin's Lane, weie all Uken 
down and affixed to the front of thefaouses. The commlsioners 
are empowered to take down and remove all signs and other 
emblems used 
to denote the 
trade, etc., of 
any persons, 
sign-posts, sign- 
irons, balconies, 
penthouses, 
show - boards, 
spouts, gutters, 
projecting into 
any of the said 
street^ and all 
other encroach- 
ments, projec- 
tions, and an- 
noyances what- 
soever, within 
the said cities 
or liberties .... 
and cause the the feathers, popes head alley, 

same .... to Lombard strsat, 1680. 

be affixed or 

placed on the fronts of the houses, " and those people who 
should erect any signposts, sign-irons, balcony, penthouse, 
obstruction or annoyance, were to be fined and aof. a day 
for oontinuing the same. 

Notwithstanding these severe restrictions and penalties, here 
and there in country places and suburbs some old inns seem to 
have succeeded in evading the regulation, and certainly abroad, 
in France for instance, the tide of legal regulation swept fay and 
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left many an old signboard high and dry behind it untouched. 
At Les Andclys there is a very curious old sign which hangs 
out into the street. I went to see it last year. The date 
of the inn is as far back as the XIV century. Then again 
at Bayeux, there is a wonderful old hostelry to " Guillaume Ic 
ConqiieranV' with an outstanding sign at tfie entrance to the 
courtyard, whidi is very striking in design. 

Mr. Larwood says that the last streets in London that kept 
their s^ns swinging were Wood Street and Whitecross Street 
These remained until 1773. In Harrow-on-the-Hill there is a 
large hanging signboard belonging to the King's Head Hotel, 
which stands at the end of the High Street. The date of the 
signboard is 1535, with portrait of Henry VIII above it The 
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board itself hangs belween two posts which stand apart from 
the inn on a little piece of grass land. Rev. VV. Done iiushell, 
one of the oldest inhalxtants in the place and a great antiquary, 
told me that there seems to have been an inn there hi the 
reign of Henry II, but he could not identify it on the Manor 
map of 1759U Mr. Hewlett, another Harrow antiquary, tells me 
that in the earliest Vestry Minute Book from 1704 to 1750, it is 
mentioned as one of the places where vestry meetings were 
held. In 172 1, he says, it was called the " Ne^v King's Head.** 
There is a beautiful view from the back of the inn, and this 
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part of the house bears more signs of age than does the ugly 

front 

Ever>'one knows the house of " Elynour Rumrnynge" at 
Leathcrhead in Surrey, with the curious old painted sign. 

Many a time as a child, when I drove past it in my father's 
carriage, these two things were always matters of preat wonder 
to mc ; the mill-wheel outside the town, flinging high white 
festoons of foam, and the quaint old signboard of '* Elynour 
Rumminge" across the bridge. Skdton, tutor of Heniy VIII, 
speaks of her thus : — 

**She brcweth noppy ale 
And makedi thensof port satep 
To traveUan, to tyanofs, 

To swcters, to swynkers, 
An4 ali good ale drinkers." 



**Soine streyght thydeTi 
Be it slaty or slyder ; 
They holde the hye waye, 
They care not what men say, 

Be that as be may ; 
Some, lothc to be espyde, 
Start in at the backe syde, 
Over the hedge and pale^ 
And (or the good nle. 
Instede ol coyne and monny, 
Some brynge her a conny, 
And some a pot witfi honny, 
S(5nic a salt, and some a sponc, 
Some their hose, some theyr shone." 

When the " good custom " of signboards was removed kst it 
should " corrupt the world," the substitute of numbering houses 
came into fashion. Tt was not enforced in England til! 1805 ; 
but in France pei sonnlity in dwelling places died earlier, for in 
1787 the s)'stein of numbenn^^ was already in full force. 

Mr. Larwood gives in his book two quaint advertisements 
datinp^ from the XVIII century (this was before numbering 
houses had found itb fuoting). " To be lett, Ncwbery House in 
St. James Park, next door but one to Lady Oxford's, having 
two balls at the gate and iron railings befove the door." • . , , 
and, ** At her house, the Red BaU and Aconi, over against the 
Globe Taveni) in Queen Street^ Cheaptide^ near &t Three 
Crowns^ liveth a Gcntlewofnan." 
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Mention is also made of a German doctor, who, to make 
access to his house an easier matter, had " two candles burning 
within one of the chambers before the balcony, and a lanthorn 
with a candle on it upon the balcony," 

Sometimes the handiwork of some great artist was seen upon 
the signboard of the hostel, as is evidoioed by the sign painted 
Watteau for a milliner on Pont Ndtre Dame; and that 
Millais, of St George and the Dragon, at the ** Vidler's 
Inn," Hayes, Kent Records say that Holbein painted two 
pictures of school, when he was a boy of fourteen, for the 
schoolmaster to hang over his house at Berne. Paul Potter's 
••Young Bull" is said to have been painted forabutcher'ssignboard. 
It is said, for what reason tradition does not declare, that in 

the XVII century it had become the 
custom to have taverns on the first floor 
above shops. Isaac Walton, it is stated, 
sold his " Complete Angler at his shopp 
in Fleet Street under the King's Head 
Tavern." 

There is a curious story connected with 
the Crown Inn in Cheapside in 1467* 
Walter Walters, who kqit the Crown Inn, 
made a play upon words to the effect 

that his son was " heir to the Crown." 
This so offended the King, Edward IV, 
that, with the usual disbelief in the sacred- 
ness of life prevalent at that time, he insisted on Walters being 
impeached for high treason, and he was beheaded forthwith. 
Such summar>- punishment waited on the heels of puns in 
mediaeval days! The "Crown and Sceptre" inn figures in 
Messon's Memoirs : his travels in England, No men 

ever goe to women's burials, nor the women to the men's. 
So when Butler's wife died at the Crown and Sceptre there 
was a tun of red port drunk, besides mulled idilte wine all to 
women. Such women, when they have a bottlo before them, 
will ... . tattle infinitely better than men.- 

The delightfiil old motto* " when I was harbourless ye lodged 
me," was a common sign for inns in old days; as was also 
a bush, or a long broom for sign, with the accompanying 
remark that, all the same any sign was unnecessary, for good 
wine needs no bush.*' 
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Etymology, folk etymology, that is, and ** dialocks " (as an 
old chanvoman once called thfm m speakincf to me), played all 
manner of pranks» in unconscious ignorance, with old sign- 
boards. 

Timbs, in his Curiosities of London^ says : — " Of olden inns, 
up gateways, and consisting of rooms for refection below, and 
long projecting balustraded galleries above, leading to the 
chambers, time and change have spared a few interesting 
specimens." Eveiyone remembers that Archbishop Leighton 
obtained his wish of dying at an inn, for he fell iU and passed 
to liis fest at the Bell, Warwick Lane, Newgate Street, In 1684. 

^ If I were to choose a place to die in, it should be an inn. 
It looks like a pilgrim going home, to whom this world was all 
an inn, and who was weary of the noise and confusion of it** 
And certainly to ansrone who thinks much on the subject there 
is great truth in his words. 

Some of us have ^reat liking for takinc^ our "ease at our inns." 

Ever since the honour paid to them, when one of their 
number was the first house visited by the Greatest Traveller the 
world has ever seen, they have been the resort of all sorts and 
conditions of men and wtmien. 

In the inner sanctum of most of our memories, is there not a 
special drawer where, laid tenderly away with the sweet- 
scented lavender and thyme of the thoughts of a long dead 
Fast, there are the delicately woven garments which dotfaed 
our personalities, and were our mental equipment In those 
vank^ed days of other years ? 

Here we come now and again when the Present is wearisome 
and prosaic We open the private drawer and, as we look at its 
contents, some glamour of the Fast rises and floats towards us, 
of a time when ideals walked one's own personal world more 
than perhaps is now the case. 

When I myself go to that drawer in my memory, as suggestive 
as any are the thoughts that are connected with happy visits 
planned and spent, with a congenial coou'ade, at some old 
hostelry. 
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HORWELLBURY : A LOST 
HiiRTFORDSHlRE MANOR. 

By Herbert C. Andrews. 

THE Paston Letters, written by various members of the 
Paston family and covering the greater part of the XV 
century, are one oi those many valuable collections of 
family correspondence, semi-private and semi-politica], 
which form sudi an important supplement to the history of 
England. They teem with incidents of both the domestic and 
public life of all classes of the community, being of particnlar 
intertet so far as Hertfordshire is concerned. The correspon- 
dence embraces a most troublous period of our national history, 
the Wars of the Roses, and gives a succinct account of the 
march from the north, of York, Salisbury and Warwick with 
their followers, through the county, by Royston and Ware, to 
St. Albans, the text of the letters written en route to Arch- 
bishop Bourchier and the King, and the subsequent battle of St 
Albans. In private life we are introduced to endless acts of 
lawlessness, seizures of property, disputes over goods, raids and 
robberies, the natural outcome of a period when law was power- 
less and rival factions were fighting as to who should be master 
of the King. 

The Pastons, although not a Hertfordshire lamily, were con- 
nected with the county as owners of property. They daimed 
Norman descent through their ancestor Wulfstan, and werev 

up to the end of the XIV century, merely small gentry and 
landowners, residing at Paston, Norfolk. The first member <rf 
the family to reach a position of public importance was William 
Paston, who, owing to the industrious and thrifty disposition of 
his father Clement, received a good education in law and rose 
to occupy tiic position of a Judge of the Common Fleas. The 
family's connection with Hertfordshire originated in 1420 on 
his marriage with Agnes, daugliter and heiress of Sir Edmund 
Berr>' of Harlingbury Hal!, Hertfordshire. (Probably Hall- 
ingbury Hall, Essex.) From her parents she inherited the 
manors of Marlingford in Norfolk, Stansted in Suffolk, and 
Horwellbury or Harwellbufy in Herts ; hence they became her 
husband's property. The terms of tiie marriage settlement, 
which is dated the Eve of the Annunciation of the Virgin, 8 
Henry V, reads : " It is agreed between Sir Edmund Bene, Kt, 
cm the one part^ and William Paston of Paston on the cther» that 
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the latter shall marry Agnes, daughter of the said Sir Edmund' 
and that hh trustees of the manor of Oxenedc, Norf, sha!l 
demise the same to the said William and Agnes, and tlie l^icirs 
of their bodies, etc. Also Sir Edmund's trustees, cither of the 
manor of Estodcnham, co. Norf., or the manor of Hollewelle- 
bury, Herts, at the option of William Paston, shall deliver one 
or other manor to the said William and Agnes, and the heirs 
of their bodies, etc." As one document says, " the maners of 
Marlyngforthe, SUnsted, and Horwellbuiy was geV William 
Paston, Justyce, and to Agnes, hys wyflT, and to th'eyers of ther 
tw. . . The will of Agnes Paston also mentions **the 
manen of Stonsted, Marlyngforthe^ and Horwellbury, that swm 
tym wasse my faders and my moders, and cwm on to me by 
them as myn enheritance." 

Horwellbury was situated somewhere in the KelshalUTher- 
field district. It would be interesting to know whether any 
trace of the house remains, or whether its nnme is com- 
memorated at the present day. It was of sufficient importance 
in Norman times to find mention in the Domesday Sun>ey» 
Of the land belonging to the Bishop of Bayeux "in Ordwelle, 
Osbern holds of the Bishop half a hide. There is land for i 
plough, and this is there, and 2 villeins. It has always been 
worth 15 shillings. This land 3 of Archbishop Stigand's men 
held and could sell." ** Of the land of Harduin de Scalers," 
who owned much property in the north of the county, in 
Ordwelle^ Wisgar holds of Harduin i hide and a half less 5 
acres. There is land for i plough, and a half-plough, and 
these are there, with i villein and 3 cottars. There are 2 serfs. 
No meadow is there ; there is pasture sufficient for the live stock. 
This land is worth 28 shillings; when received (J.e. at the 
change from Saxon to Norman owncr?;hip) it was worth 15 
5^\\\\n^s \ tempore regis Edwardi 25 shillings. Two sokcmcn, 
Archbishop Stigand's men, held this land and could sell." 
Horwellbury is described as being four miles from the Duke of 
Norfolk's manor of Weston Raldock, and two from Royston. 
Its value was The family never rci>ided there, but it was 
let to tenants, who besides paying the rent in money had to 
send to the owner annually a boar at Christmastime. During 
William Paston'slife time and that of his widow, the tenant was 
one Gumay, who at the date of WUhun Paston's death was In 
anears wtUi the rent William died in 1443, leaving the pn>- 
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perty to his widow and their joint heirs. **Jta guoc/ eadem 
niufit j-ia de Oxenede, Marlyyigforde, Stayistede et Ho?^.vcIbury, tt 
terrae et ienementa quae jueniut Robejti Saiie, Wiikimt Clopton 
ii Frandssae seu aUcujus eorum^ cum pertinentiis^ post mortem 
praefaUu Agnetis rmanetmt haentUbits de cofpwt nm it eoffon 
praidictae Aptetis exami^us** In the event of no heirs— 
quod praedkta mamria d$ Marijmfordt StansUde et Herwelbmfy^ 
cum perHnetUiis^ remanemt rectis kaeredibus Edmtmdi Barry 
militis, patris praedictae AgneHs^ imperpituum" 

After William's death the rent being still In arrears^ Agnes 
Paston wrote to her son as foUows: — 

" I prey zow, for zette nozth to brynge me my mony fro Horwd- 
ber\', as ze com fro London, edyr all or a grete parte. The dew 
dette was Crystemesse last paste, no thynge a lowyd vij''. xiiij\ viij^^ 
and at this Mydsomer it is v**. nore ; aad thov t a low hym all bis 
askyngy it is but xxvj". vi'. less, but I am imstb so avysytb lytt" 

Three yw% later, the mon^ was still not forthcoming so 
she wrote again : — 

" Item, as for Horwelbur, I sende you a bill of all tbe rescyts 9fU 

the deth of your fader, and a copy v. rcte on the bale how ^•our fader 
let it to fcrme to the seide (lurney. ] r. ukle > e shulde wite Gumay, 
and charge hiru to mete with you fro London warde, and at tbe lest 
weye lete him purveye fbr owyth be my reknyng at Mybdmcase 
last passed, be syde your faddes dette, xviij". xiiij*. viij^ If ye 
wolde write to him to brynge suerte for your fadyrs dette and myn. 
and pay be dayes, so that tbe man myte ieven and paye us, I 
wolde fbr yeve him of the olde arrerags x*. and be myte be mad 
to paye xx. marc be yer, on that con<£cioii I wcdde lor yeve him 
x"., and so thynketh me he shulde hav cause to pra>'e for your 
fader and me, and was it leten in my fadres tyme. 1 iele by 
Roberd, his wtf is right loth to goa thens, she seme that sche had 
lerer I shulde have all her fodc after her day, than thd sdmUe go 
out ther of . . Jon, brynge me my lettre hom with you .... Md 
the copy of the reseyth of Horwelbury." 

A year later, in 1453, in spite of Agnes's leniency the debt 
was still unpaid and Gurnay put off her servant with a promise 
to pay throup^h John Faston. But the lady of the manor had 
reached the extremity of her patience and requested her son on 
his homeward road from London to Norwich to call at Hor- 
welibuiy for the money and to find her another tenant 

** Robert Hyll cam homward by Horweilebery, and Gumey teUyd 
him he had byn at London for mony and kowd nat spedyng, and 
bdiestyd Robert diat he should send me mony be you I pray for 
getyt not as se com homward, and speke sadly fat i nothyr tenant* 
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William and Agnes Paston during their Ufetifne were not 
unmindful of the claims of the county upon them. At their 
own expense a north aisle was added to Therfield Church. 
Parke's History of Cambridge (1622) states that "the North 
He of the Pnrrish Church of Therfield was founded by Sr \sic\ 
he was never knighted] William Paston and Agnes his wife in 
the yeare of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 141 8, as ap- 
pears by an Inscription upon the East window of the North 
He of the said Church, which is this that followetli : Orate pro 
Animisms Domini WHUihin PasUm et Agnetis Uxoris ejus 
Bentfaetanm HuJhs Ecdesia AMc Domim 14.18^ This en* 
largement of the fabric would appear to be a practical expres- 
sion of gratitude for the birth of their eldest son John, who was 
born in 141 7, their first child having been a girl. At a veiy 
early age his father settled on him the manor of Horwellbury, 
for at an Inquisition held at Ware, 24th May 6th Henry VI 
(1428), it was stated that Johannes Paston tenet iiij'"^ pattern 
nnius feodi miOtis in Harw€UBufy^ quam Hugo Barty quondam 
tinuitr 

William Paston was buried in TheiTK-ld Church; Clutterbuck, 
in his History of Hertfordshire, describes a XV century tomb 
on the north side of tlie chancel within the altar rails, which 
was discovered in 1 872, and attributed tu hiin. 

By William Paston's will three Norfolk manors were left in 
charge of the Abbey of Norwich, which abbQr was to take pay- 
ment for perpetual masses for his soul, the residue of the income 
therefrom to go to his younger sons Clement and William. But 
his eldest son John seized the property and diverted the income 
to his own use. So we find William's widow Agnes, in her will 
dated 1466, recompensing her two younger sons and the abbey 
by bequeathing to them Horwellbury and two other manors. 
At the same time she charged them that if ever they came into 
their lawfu! possessions they should hand these three manors 
back to the direct heirs. 

Agnes survived for thirteen years longer, and lived to see the 
death of both her sons John and Clement In a later and un- 
dated will, she says, — " I bequeath to the Wight Fryers of the 
said city of Norwich for I am there a suster, to helpe to pay liir 
[their] debts, xx^ which I will be gathered of the arrerage of 
my l3rvelode. Also I bequeath to the auter of Gracion of the 
said House, whereas mine husband and I have a perpetual 
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massp, a vestment which they have for a prist to judge in or 
[of] rede satern. Also to the mendinge of the chapprll of nur 
Ladte within the said place, whereas Sir Thomas Gerbrt-L^e, my 
grandfather, and Dame Elizabeth his wife, and Sir Edm nd 
Berrye my father and Dame Alice his wife, be buried, ana 
Clement Paston my sonn." 

Agnes died in 1479. John, who had married Maigutt, 
daughter and heiress of John Maulteby, and who had at ieut 
six sons, pfedeoeased her by thirteen years. But it is onljr 
with his two eldest sons, Sir John and John that tiie propoty 
of Horwellbury was immediately concerned. Altbot^h tlie 
manor was in the possession of their uncle William, their 
mother evidently considered them its rightful owners, and 
looking on him as an interloper, never ceased to urge them to 
take possession of it. But Sir John was of a thriftless, ex- 
travagant and irresolute character, and preferred to live in 
London, leaving his mother to look after the family estates. 
Occasionally he wrote her letters of news, many of them con- 
taining;^ requests for money. But in 1479 he died, and iiis 
brother John became licir. Tlieaceforward there was no peace 
for uncle William, as John was of stronger character than his 
brother, and determined to obtain possession of Horwellbury if 
possible. As was usual in such cases, farmers and tenants had 
everywhere a bad time of it until such time as uncle and nephew 
should agree over the family property. Immediatly after the 
death of his brother, John sent his representative to Horwell- 
bury to claim possession, and to instruct the tenants that rents, 
etc., were to be paid to him alone, and enforced his claim with 
threats of terrible consequences should they disobey him. This 
was without result, as the following letter bearing date Feb. H 
1480^ shows : — 

"To John Kynijp, Fcrrnour of my Maner of Hartweibuiy, ia 
Kelsall, beside:> Roy ^ ion, be this delyverd. 

John Kyng, I grete yow haitdy well ; and I onderstand as well bf 
my frende, Syr William Stor.ir, as by Ric. Browne, that as well my 
kynnesman Syr John Paston that dede is, as my kynnesman John 
Paston that now leveth, have ben with yow, and youyn yow many 
grete tliretis, for that ye acoidyng to the trowA, toMe unio tbcB 
that ye ocupyed my maner of Harwelbury by my lecse, and be my 
ryght. And further more I understond, notwithstondynt: the scyd« 
grete thretis, that yc lyke a full trewe, harty frende, have delyd aod 
lastdy ebedyn in my tytiU, and nolde not retome to none of than* 
Wiieicfor I bartciy thank your » and liurthar moie to oocage yo» is 
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your fast dealyng I schew onto yow that 1 have ryght bothe In law 
and in concience, wberby I proroyse yow on my feythe to ddeade 
fow mod save yow harautes Ibr occapadoa of llie kodc^ or say 
thynge that ye schall doo in my titill a gmynst hym, and it sditilde 
cost me as moche for yow, and it ly in my ^wt% yf yo have ooy 
mater to doo ther as I may doo for yow. 

And, also^ I here aay, by my seld firoide^ Sir WUliam Stoiar, and 
by Ric. Brown, that ye ar of suche substaunce, and cf lodia trust, 
and such? favor in the contre ther^ that itlidiaiB yowr powra to do 
a goode tume for yowr frende. 

Wretyn at Loodon, the xxiiij" day of Febniaii 

Be WiUiam Pastoa. " 

In the meantime John had committed his grievance against 
his uncle William to paper, as follows 

Thes be th' enjuryes and wrongys done by Willie Paston to 
John Paston, hys nevew. 

Fynrt, Uie maners of Marlyngforthc, Stansted, and Horwellbury was 

g-ev William Paston, Justyce, and to Agnes, hys wyff, and to th'eyers 
of ther tw . . . to whom the &eyd John Paston is cosyn and beyer, 
that is to sey, son of John, son and beyer to tte seyd William and 
Agnes. 

Item, wher the (sfyd William Paston was stasyd of ike mantr 
oj^) £d Clere with other infeofyd to the use of the seyd WiII(i^) « 
and of hys heyres, the whyche William made hy s wyll that th(e said 
Agnes), hys wife, shold have the seyd maner ibr terme of hyr tyft 
And aftyr th(at be) dyed, and the -^eyd Agnes occupyed for terme of 
hyr seyd lyff .... of the seyd feotfes the seyd maner ; and afty wards 
- the seyd . . . Afftyr whoys dethe Sir John Paston, Knyght, as cosyn 
and heyer to t(he said William), in to the seyd maner entred, and 
dyed with ought issue of hys bodyc .... John as brodyrand heyer 
to the seyd Sir John, [and cosyn and heyer is led ..),*.,.. seyd 
maner entred, and is lettyd to take the profytys of the same by . . . 
of the numen of Mariyngfbrthe, Stansted, and Horwelbvy befbr n 
.... by die meanys of dw seyd WiUiam.* 

So John King was having a bad time of it, and appears to 
have withheld tibe rent until some definite decision of ownership 
should be arrived at The following letter, from William Pas- 
ton, relative to the rent and the annual boar, though undated, 

may be placed in the year 1480: — 

"To John Kyng ofTherfcld, in Hertfordshire. 

Right trusty and welbeloved frende, I comaunde me to you. And, 
Ser, I tolde my maister that ye wolde have ben with him or this, for 
which cause he mervaileth ye Iwpe nat your pranyie, V^eiibie I 

' " Ed. Clere — ^WIU(iain) " — are interlined in place oi the words in italics 
widdn brackets, which are struck through. 
* These words are struck throufh. 
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ftvise you to come ang bryng my maiiter bis money afore this fest d 
Cristmasse. 

And, also, ye ycrly behyndc of a boorc or els ten shillinges 
after the price of oon bore. And where ye be owyTif: your boore for 
ij yerys, I wolde avysc you to delyver unto Ser William Storer the 
seid date, or ds I counceile you to send my maister a reflooaUe 
soinine of money with thies boores afore Cristmasse for your thanke, 
con idf-nn^^ his kynde dcalyng, as well in sufferaunce of yourmoocy 
as in your ownc maticr 

Wnten at London, the xvjth day of I>eoeinbre» 
Be your frende, George, 
tervauote to Mr. W. Faston." 

Thereafter John Paston seems to have taken the case to bw, 
and gained the day in spite of the fact that, as William Paston 
says in a missive to the Duchess of Norfolk, ^of this manor he 
received no money, for the farmers were true and fear not bis 
threats/' 

But not content with havinc^ obtained pos'^e'^sion of the 
manor, he also tried to ^ct compensation from his uncle for 
damay;es alleged to have been done to the property while in his 
p)ossession. A document, probably a corrected Bill of Chancer)' 
with corrections in John's handwriting, of date 1484, voices his 
grievances : — - 

" All so the seyd John Paston, now compleynaunt, seyth ilut 
there be .... be meane off th' enterup^on off die seyd Wiffiim 

.... howsyPK' .... at Oxenhed Mariyngilbrd, Stansted, and 

Orwelbury decayed to the hurt off the sev d John Paston off V.C. 
(500) mark which the seyd John Paston desyreth to be tecoa- , 
pensede. ' 
. . I tern, The seid William hath takyn awey owth of the mancrs 
of John Paston, that is to se^ , of Ik n maners of Paston, Oxened, 
Mjirlyngford, Stansted, and Horwelburyc, siche stoff and grcynys 
catell and hotilementis of the seid maners as were agreyd be Ae 
executors of the seyd William Paston, Tustyte^ to be left and laljrn 
with the seid matiers *n the value of xl . 

Item, the seid John axith to be restored to all the evydeoce 
longyng to the maners aforesaid and other the premysses which the 
seid William wrongfiilly witholdith." 

Whether John obtained the compen.sation he sought is not 
known : for at this point the history of Horwellbury, so far as 1 
the Paston Letters are concerned, ends. 
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By Oliver S. Dawson. 

[Continued from p. 143.] 

SIR TOSIAH CHILD was succeeded at Wanstead by his 
eldest surviving son, Sir Josiah II ; he died in 1704 
witliout issue, and was succeeded by his brother. Sir 
Richard, the third liaronet. 
Sir Richard was created Viscount Castlemaine in 17 18, and 
Earl Tylney of Castlcmaine in 173 1. In 17 1 5, while still Sir 
Ridiard Child, he pulled down the old manor houses and from 
plans fMiepared by Colin Campbell, he built near its site a 
structure of great magnificence. It is stated that if the original 
design had been carried out, Wanstead House would have been 
without a parallel in Europa An old writer speaks of it 
as being superior to Blenheim and other houses. As it was, 
standing in its own extensive park and surrounded by gardens 
and pleasure (grounds, there were veiy few houses which 
rivalled it in England. 

It was constructed of Portland stone, and covered an area 
260 ft ct long by seventy feet deep. The main front was 
adorned in the centre by a noble portico of six Corinthian 
columns, approached by a double flight of stone steps. In the 
tympanum were the family arms, finely sculptured, and over 
the door leading into the great hall was a medallion of the 
architect This hall contained a vast variety of ornaments and 
paintings by the best masters in Italy. The building consisted 
of two stories, and contained fifty-eight rooms, besides domestic 
offices. The garden front had no portico, but the pediment 
was enriched with a bas-relief, and supported by six three- 
quarter columns. The dining-room, on the left of the hall, was 
twenty-four feet square, and adjoinfn|:j it was a drawing-room of 
the same size. On the ri^ht of the hall was another dining-- 
room, twenty-five feet square, and a drawing-room tliirty Icet 
by twenty-five feet. On the chimney-piece of one of the 
drawing-rooms was the representation of an eagle taking up a 
snake, elegantly cut in white marble, and from this room was 
an entrance to a bed chamber, from which was a passage into 
the ballroom, which was seventy feet by twenty-five feet 

Sir Richaid Child began laying out the gardens and pleasure 
grounds before the house was built, spending enormous sums 
for these purposes^ Unfortunately, the gardens were destroyed 
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at the wreckage of the house hereinafter referred to, but Sir 
Richard s lakes and canals, and the plantations upon their 
banks still remain. 

The grotto, referred to later on, is supposed to have been 
erected by the second Lord Tyhiey, but I incline to the belief 
that it was part of Sir Richard's scheme. 

The chief entrance to the house and park was on the west 
It was approached fay means of a magnificent avenue of limeii 
which originaUy extended from the pond at Lcytonatooe op 
to the park gates. This avenne still remains, with otheis 
radiating from it, and during the summer months is greatly 
patronised by holiday makers and school parties. It does not 
form part of the land enclosed as Wanstead Park. At the top 
of the avenue, the road skirted a circular lake in front of the 
house, extending considerably beyond the extremities of thf 
mansion, which, from this approach, had an aspect of much 
grandeur, This lake is not in the park, but can be seen from 
the footpath leading from Biake Hall Road to Wanstead 
Church. 

The first Earl died in March, 1750, and was succeeded by 
his grandson, John, as the second Earl. He lived a great many 
years in Italy» where doubtless he collected many of the ait 
treasures mentioned as being at Wanstead* Hb oontihued 
absence, however, gave rise to mudi comment, and it was 
stated by a writer of the period, " that so magnificent a palace 
should not be left to a handful of servants^ and that as Lord 
Tylney had no heirs, he hoped that ere long the estate wooM 
pass into the hands of some other family who would prefer 
English freedom to Italian slavery." His wishes were soon 
realised, for a few years afterward, in 1784, the second Lord 
Tylney died, and the title became extinct. Wanstead then 
passed to his nephew, Sir James Long, Bart, who took the 
name of Tylney. Lord Tylney, though he lived so much 
abroad, appears to have been very proud of his mansion. 
Horace Walpole writes of him and the place in a letter to 
Richard Bentiey, on 17th July, 1775 : — 

** I dined at Wanstead ; many years have passed shice I saw it 

The dispositioii of the house and prospect are better than I cx> 
pected, and very fine. The garden, which they tell me cost as 
much as the bouse, that is, 100,000, is wreiched i the furniture fine, 
but without taste. The preaent Eari is the niMt ge n e reut ereatmt 
in the world. In the fint chamber I entered he oflered me fev 
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marble tables ; they lay in cases about the room. I compounded 
(after forty refusals of everything i commended) by bringing away 
only a haunch of ventson. I believe he has not had so cheap a 
▼bit a food nAiile. I commend mysd^ as I ought, for to be sure 
there were twenty ebony chairs and a couch and a table that would 
have tried the virtue of a philosopher of double my size." 

Sir James Tvlney-Long died in 1 794, leavings a young son 
and three daughters. The son having died in infancy, 
Wanstead became the property of the eldest daughter, Catherine 
Tylney-Long. During her minority Wanstead House was 
appropriated as a residence for the Prince of Condd, Louis 
XVIII, and other members of the exiled Bourbon family, for 
some time {Mmous to the return of peaces in 18 14, which 
restored the King of France, with the Princes of the Uood, to 
the possession of the throne of his ancestors. 

Miss Catherine Tylney-Long was now one of the richest 
heiresses in Enin^land ; for her estate was valued at ;^8o,000 
a year. She had many suitors, and it is said even royalty tried 
its best to secure her hand in marriage. The prize was 
eventually won by the Hon. William Pole-Welicsley, only 
son of Lord Maryborough, afterwards Earl of Momington. 
They were married on March 14th, 1812, with great ceremony 
at St. James's Church, Piccadilly, when the bridegroom as- 
sumed the additional names of Tylney and Long, and 
blossomed out with the surname of Pole-Tylney-Long- 
WellesI^. Under this name he figuied in a celebrated book 
of the period, Smith's Routed Addnsses^ in the single line : — 
•* Long may Long-Tilney-Wellesley-Long-Pole live." 

The following details of the dress of the bride and bride- 
groom are taken from the newspapers of the time. The dress 
of the bride was a robe of real Brussels point lace placed over 
white satin, her bonnet was of Brussels lace ornamented with 
two ostrich feathers. She also wore a deep lace veil and a 
white satin peiisse, trimmed with swansdown. The dress cost 
700 guineas, the bonnet 150 guineas, and the veil 200 guineas. 
Mr. Pole- Wei lesley wore a plain blue coat with yellow buttons, 
a white waistcoat, buff breeches and white silk stockings. The 
lady's jewels consisted principally of a brilliant necklace and 
earrings, the former costing 20,000 guineas. Eveiy domestic in 
the family of Lady Tylney-Long, the bride's mother, was 
liberally provided for. 

339 



VVAiXSTEAD AxND ITS PARK. 



The following description of a party at Wanstead is from 
The Globt newspaper of August 3itl, 1812 : — . 

On Friday last, Mr. and Mrs. Tylney Long Wellesley gave a 

magnificent entrrt iinmrnt at their pr incely chdteau at Wansre.id, in 
Essex. It was introduced .is a complimentary tribute to the Duke 
of Cambridge, and the several otiicers who inspected the three 
regiments of East India Volunteers in the specious plain in Tylney 
Park. It was a banquet of the most sumptuous description^ and 
took place about four o'clock in the afternoon, immediately siil) 
sequent to the review. Forty persons sat down 10 dinner in die 
great saloon. The company comprehended all the particular 
friends of the family, including Lady Catherine and her daughter, 
Mrs. and Miss Wellestey Pole (the near relations of llie ex-Secretaiy 
in Ireland), Lady Smith Burgess, &c. 

Young, rich, the bride of a future peer, and the possessor 

of a necklace worth 20,000 guineas — surely the lot of 
VVanstead's lady was cast in pleasant places, and she had a 
goodly heritage. Hut the conclusion of the story is one that 
may make us inclined to weep. It would have been better lor 
this unhappy lady had she married "for love" the poorest 
iabouier on her estate. 

Mr. Wellesley was about as perfect a specimen of the genus 
scamp as could well be imagined. Deeply in debt at the time, 
It is clear that he married Miss Tylney-Long solely for her 
property, and having got it safely in his fingers he next 
proceeded to squander it At the present time we hear oc- 
casionally of fortunes wasted, but even to us it seems incredible 
that this spendthrift could get through his wife's magnificent 
fortune in the small space of ten years. 

In June, 1822, his broken-hearted wife had to see the 
furniture and contents of the house in which her early days 
wrrc spent, swept away under the auctioneer'^ hammer to pay 
her husband's debts. The sale f)f the wonderful collection of 
furniture and art treasures which her ancestors had collected at 
such an outlay of money, time and care, naturally occasioned 
great excitement. The auctioneer was the celebrated George 
Robins; the sale commenced on June 13th, 1822, and lasted 
for thirty-two days. The amount realised was ^6^41, oca 
Among the objects of antiquarian inteitsst disposed of were the 
celebrated ebony chairs and soft, which have been already 
mentioned in the extract from Horace Walpole's letter for their 
singular beauty and antique chaiacter. They were purchased 
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by Graham, of Waterloo Place» by whom they were sold to 
Lord MacDonald. 

In the public Free Library, at Stratford, is a copy of the 
catalogue of the sale of the fumiture which contains 401 

pages. This copy is marked at places with the prices reah'sed. 

The sale of the furniture was a mere stop-gap. The portraits 
ol ills wife's family had not been put up at this time, but even 
these subsequently shared the same fate, benii^^ sold in 1851, at 
the auction rooms of Messrs. Christie and Manson. 

At the time of the sale of the furniture, Wanstead House was 
also offered, but as no purchaser could be found, the magnifi- 
cient mansion was pulled down in the following year and the 
material sold pieoemeal In separate lots, so that the creditors 
might get what th^ could by carrying away its stones. A 
writer of the day thus graphicdly refers to this : — 

** In the latter part of the XVIII century, Wanstead House still 
displayed all the splendoor ^ich the Chi Ids, the Tylneys, and the 

Longs have lavished upon a palace fit for the ah ) !o if gentle and 
royal blood. Little did I dream that in one quarter of a century 
1 should see its proud columns pro^lraled in the dust, its decorations 
annihilated, its pictures and sculptures dispersed fay the magic of the 
hammer. At one period simply a deserted mansion, at another 
a refuge for rxiled princes, then for a brief space polluted by riot 
and profligacy, and ultimately its iuwns and gardens swept away, its 
stately groves and avenues remofsdessly destroyed, and myself 
present at the sad catastrophe. Such, however, were its short and 
painful anna1<, nnd. except the grotto, not one stone remains upon 
another. A palace destined to stand for ages, and upon which time 
had made no inroads, was removed by pcnrmission of the Lotd 
Chancellor, when little more than a hundred winters had passed 
over it, when its fratrirrs were just mellowed, its woods and 
plaotaliuns in full luxuriance, and all around it smiling in perfection." 

Wanstead House was the most attractive of its kind near 
London, and a national ornament. The writer goes on to 
lament lliat the government had not purchased it for some 
national i 1 1 s t i tu tion, scientific or educational, sarcastically adding 
his belief that : — 

" It would not hnvc been allowed to perish if the wnlls had beCH 
covered with ivy and the fabric been in the last state of decay. 

" I was familiar with every bower and secluded avenue, I knew 
where its blossoms were fairest and its fruit choicest, could thread 

the mazes of its delightful foliage and exotic ;^Mrr!cns. its limpid 
waters 3.rif] its vfrtlin^ lawns, all which I have visited at dawn, 
at sunset, at mid-day, .ind at night 
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"A turf -covered mound is all that remains to mark the spot 
of Wamtead House. A few yards west of tbis mound, a spadoits 
lakCf which formerly mirrored the front of the magnificent 
building, still lies bosomed in the hill-top, while further on beyond 
the remains of the grand entrance-gates, some portion of the 
avcnties, whkli, in fonner tiines, ladisied in seveial diieciioiis ouqr 
yet be seen. Noctiiwaid stands the diarch, and almost hidden by n 
clump of trees some farm buildiniifs still remain to bear it company. 
Southward, at the foot of the slope, lie spmd out numerous lakes 
and pods.** 

Hunting the red deer in Epping Forest was one of the 
amusements of the " Dis- Honourable." 

A writer in BaiUys MagoMine some years ago said 

"The limits of the grand old forest have been grievously cturtailed 
since the days when Mr. Long- Pole- Wellesley played high jinks at 
Wantteed Hoine^ wbete be kept a pack of sleg-bonnds in a style of 
pfVBCely magnificence to hunt the wild deer. His servants woe 
dressed in Lincoln g^reen. There were constant hunt breakfasts at 
the Eagle," at Snaresbrook, then in the middle of an open waste, 
wbeie all weie entertained at Mr. WeUesle/s expense; Everything 
was done widi tbe moat reckless extravagance, and he woold scatter 
sovereigns to coimtnmien in the hunting field as rsadfly as otfier 
liberal sportsmen would give shillings or sixpences.'* 

It seems strange to this generation to hear of wOd deer 
hunting within nine miles of the stones of London streets. 

Eventually, as many of these wild deer as could be caught were 
taken to Windsor Park, but a few remained and served as sport 
to local huntsmen, until the last old stag, after a great run^ was 
killed at West Ham. 

On the sale of the house, the " Dis-Honourablc " did not 
wait to sec what became of his pauj>ered wife and children. 
Pursued by his creditors, he escaped down the river Thames in 
an open boat. Need we wonder that in three years alter the 
bpoliatioii of her home vvc read of the death of the unhappy 
lady through a broken heart ? She leil two children* Surely, 
it was a haippy release. Few histories can equal in sadness 
that of the House of Wanstead and this stoiy of the broken- 
hearted Catherine Tylney-Long. It would be almost im- 
possible to find another case in which a liie with such br^t 
prospects came to so sudden and premature an end. 

But, although the " Dis-Honourable " has sold the furniture 
that his wiie brought him, the portraits of her anoestoia^ and 
the veiy stones that coveted her head in infancy, and hasb as a 
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matter of fact, passed out of my sphere as the historian of 
Wanstead, I cannot resist following him in his later days. 

On the death of his uncle, in 1843, and the consequent 
accession of his father to the Earldom of Momington, he 
became Viscount Wellesley, and three years later, on the death 
of his father, he succeeded to the title of Earl of Mornington. 

He had not long remained a widower, for in 1828, probably 
with the object of retrieving his shattered fortunes, he married 
as his second wife, the daughter of Colonel Thomas Paterson. 
How he treated this lady may be gathered from the following 
extract from the AiAefiaum, in referring to her death in 
1869:^ 

"The CouBtess of Momingtoii, widow of die ' nolofioat* William- 

Pde-Tyliiey- Long- Wellesley, Earl of Momington, who dkd recently, 
in her seventy-sixth year, adds an incident to the romance of the 
peerage. In the ruin in which the reckless Esitl fell some forty 
years ago (that it to tiy onty about twelve monilis after her 
marriage), this lady was for a brief time an inmate of St. George's 
Workhouse, and more than once had 10 apply at Police Courts tot 
temporary relief." 

He died in 1857, and was succeeded by his son, who died 
unmarried in 1863. On his death, the Earldom of Mornington 
and other titles passed to his cousin, the second Duke of 
Wellington. But before the " Dis-Honourable's " death, he 
was for years a pensioner of the great Duke. 

Again, it will be noticed how curiously history is interwoven 
with Wanstead. The flight of the French King to England, 
and his subsequent stay at Wanstead was, of course, due to 
Napoleon Bonaparte. It is singular that upon a member of 
the Wellesl^ family, the Duke of Wellington, should fall the 
destiny of effecting tfie downfall of Napoleon. 

In the light of subsequent events, one little incident of the 
" Dis-Honourable's " occupancy of Wanstead may be recorded. 
Twelve months after his marriage to Miss Tylney-Long, he did 
cm one occasion come before the public with regard to the 
estate which his wife had brought him. It was an attempt to 
shut up a public way through the park, but at the trial at 
Chelmsford Assizes, he utterly failed to secure his end. If his 
ghost ever visits Wanstead Park, it will be interested in the fact 
that every inch of the place is now the property of the people. 

[To be co mfa wed.) 
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NPUBLISHED MSS. relating to thb Hons Coiiimis 
In thb CoLtiCTtoN OF P. C RusHnir. 

[Continned ftom pi 156.] 



1704, 6 ApriL Leue of PoMcmn for one year by Robert Hayward, yeoaiiii» ta 

John Frisbec, junior, yeoman, both of Ilcybridgc-, cu. Essex, of a piece of land with 
a mesmuee ano barn thereon erected, containing one rood, late part of a pasture called 
East Field, abnttuig on Crawley Gteen on the sootli, and on ttte said pastiue on tfie 

north, on a pasture called CollUiyham cm the ca5t, and on a way leading from Littie 
Tottbam to Maiden on the west ; also 2 doses called Great and Little Cottingfaams, 
oootaining 5 acres ; all' the premises being in (ieybridge and Great Tottham, and 
occupied by Joim Denison and John Ilawes. 

3 March. Lease of Possession for one year by Charles Pariyi son and bcir 
of Frandi Varry, late of St. James's, Westminster, Esq., deceased, Edwaid 
Partherick, grandson and heir and administrator of Edward Partherick, late uf 
Chcshunt, co. Herts, E^., deceased, and George Golding, son and heir and 
executor of Thomas Golding, late of Poslingford, co. Suffolk, Esq., deceased, to Sir 
John Harpor, of Caulkc, co. Derby, Bart., of a messuage and garden (formerly in 
the possession of the said Francis Parry, tlicii late of the Right Hon. William Lord 
Bcrkk v, and then of the lessee) iii St. James's Place, Westminster, the site of which 
mcssuaj^'e was part of the garden <rf a gTBit messuage commonly called Cleveland 
a/ias Hcrkshire House, and Ivelh at the west rnd nf the said l^lacc on north side, and 
was the wcil conicT house, the &aid site being 22 it. 5 m. in front, and topart of (he garden 
15 ft. I in., and in breadth on the east fronting a (mssage to several houses on the 
north of the said Place, 38 ft. S in., and abutting on the nortls fn - ther houses late 
of the said Francis Parry, late in tite possession of Geo^e I'ui, Esq., and on the 
west on the garden thereby demised for 10 ft. and on other graund lale ctf the said 
Francis I'arry, for 21 ft. 10 in., and the g^den of tlie said messuage containing in 
breadth towards the large or open part: of the said Place from the said me^<iua^e on 
tbe north to the said passage on the soatii 3s ft. 8 in., and in <k pili along the said 
passage on tlsf •^f uth (rom the .said open part to St. James's Park wall, 47 fu, and 
m breadth at ilie west abutting on the said wall from north to south, 39 fL 6 in.» 
and abottinK <» the north pwtly on the said demised mesnaee and partly on 
other gfonnd late of the snid Fnuids Pany. jf keraUk stJs; umxumtmt if 
Parry, 

>707f 13 May. Lease of Possession for one year by James SinmKAi to James his 
son, both yeomen, of Aldington, co. Kent, of a messuage, bam, stable, stall, 
<»chard, and 2 pieces of land, containing 0 acres and a loft whereon a messui^ 
fonnerty stood, with a garden containing 4 perches, all h) Aldic^ton, and In me 
lessors occupation ; al)iilling on lands of Thomas Hogben on the cast, on the 
h^way uD the east and south, on lands of Lennaid DiU"> ^^'v ^ ^mtA and 
south, and on kmds of Chratopher Elvye on the north, and were purchased by the 
lessor of Sir James Kushout, Sir Rushout Cullen, and Richard Freeman. 

1714, 28 October. Lease of Possession for one year bv John Overy of Chidding- 
stone, CO. Kent, to Samnd Overy, his hrodier, of Snndriue, 00. Kent, both yeomen, 
of a messuage called Norman Street House, alias Knight, and the bams, buildingn, 
etc, and several pieces of land containing jO acres, lying ill Nonnan Street, 
Smdrishe, and occnpi«l by the lessee. 

The Correspondence of Henry O.xinden, of Barham, Kent, 
1626-1670; Edited by Henry R. Plomcr. — Henry Oxinden, of 
Barham, a selection from whose correspondence it is now proposed to 
print for the first time, came of an old Kentish family. A John (fe 
Qanden followed Queien Isabella to France in tbe days of Edward II| 
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and a Richard de Oxtnden was Prior of Canterbiuy Cathednd ia the 

following reign. 

He was connected by marriage wiih some of the best county 
families ; Sir Francis Payton, of £iolto& (whose name figures in the 
conespondence of Dorothy Osborne), was his brother-in-law. By his 
second marriage he was allied to the Cullings, one of the oldest 

yeoman families. His uncle, Sir James Oxinden, of Dene, had 
married a Nevinson of Eastry ; his cousin Henry had married a 
daughter of Sir William Meredith of Leeds. Sir Basil Dixwell, of 
Broome, was a cousin, and amongst his greatest friends were the 
Dennes of Canterbury. 

The name of Henry Oxinden has been known to antiquaries for 
many years. A pedigree of the family largely compiled from notes 
kept by him, was published in the sixth volume of the Archaoltgia 
Caniiana while more recently a portion of a diary or notebook of his 
was published in the eighth volume of the Gemai^igisik and these 
letters form a useful supplement to those publications. But they 
appeal more perhaps to the historian than thv antiquary, as they furnish 
an interesting picture of the life of a country gentleman in the middle 
of the XVII century, at the most critical period in the history of 
England, the Civil War and the Commonw^h. Some of Henry 
Oxinden*s correspondents! notably Sir Thomas Peyton, and another 
brother-in-law, Thomas linow, a mercer in Cheapside, were present 
in London during the most stirring events, and they sent him grajfhic 
pictures of what was taking place. The echo of this mom« lUuus 
struggle was heard even in liie villages of Kent, and Henry Oxinden 
had to play his part 

These letters appeal also to literary men. Henry Oxinden had 
studied at Oxford, and besides being a Greek and Latin scholar, was 
addicted to poetry. His writings are forgotten, but in their day they 
won the applause of literary men, and amongst his correspondents we 
find Alexander Koss, the poet, and Marchniont Ncedham, the 
journalist 

In the selection of these letters, those only have been chosen which 

seemed to be of general interest, or which had special interest, as illus- 
trating the history of the country. It is proposed to print the above- 
named correspondence should a suthcient number of subscribers be 
obtained. Any one wishing to have a copy should apply to me. 
44, Crownhill Road, Wtllesdeii» N.W. Hinry R. Plomuu 
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Chapkl at ShornI^ Kemt (ydLXfP, iit).— I see tliat Mr. Danidl, 
in his article on Shorne, mentions "<i small chapel," and I judge from 
his brief reference to it that he is without any information to speak o£ 
on the subject thereof. 

Probably this chapel is one which is Attached to a little property 
called Ivf Cottage,** which beloiiged to dients of om% and was sold 
somewhere about 1888 to clients of Messrs. Arnold Fooks & Chadwick. 
I believe that it was afterwards restored, but at the time I went to see 
it, as a matter of business, it was used as a barn or something of that 
kind. 

Perhaps yottr contributor would be interested to have tbete brief 
details as an indication as to where he can get further information on 
die subject if he wishes. 

40k Chancery Lane. O. Eaglbtom. 

Cowper's Housb at Olnky (vol. X, p. 127)- — An effort is being made to 
collect ^2,200 as an endowment for the Cowper and Newton Museum 
estaUished some years ago at OUiey. The Museum is in the hoose 
where Cowper lived for nineteen years» and where he wrote his most 
important works. In 1900, the centenary of the poet's death, the 
house was presented to Olney by the late Mr. W. H. CoUmgndge, foe 
the purposes of a museum, and a large number of portraits, MSS., 
letters, and personal relics of Cowper, Newton, and others of their 
drdeb may be seen there. The principal object of the endowment is 
to provide more space for the eihibits, by throwing open other rooms 
now occupied by the curator. Subscriptions may be Sent to the 
Secretary, Mr. Thomas Wright, Olney. — Editor. 



REVIEWS. 

OLD CoTTACEs AND Farm-Houses IN SuRREY j illustrated on 
100 collotype plates from photographs specially taken by 
VV. Galsworthy Davie ; with an introduction and numerous 
sketches by W. Curtis Green, A.R.Lfi.A.; Batsfocd; 
pp. xiv, 69 ; sij; net 

A bemtifbl voliiine, w1ik)i tefleds die rtry higheit credH on all eoneeredl In its 

production. It appe.ils alike to the architect, the artist, the antiquary, the lover of 
the pictoresquc, and especially to those interested in Surrey. Mr. Green's intro- 
duction it «n admlmble traitne on the oonatnietkm of die baudings %ared ; tinlier* 
framing, filUnc: in of wattle anf] daub, lath and plastrr, or brick no|^ng, wctithcr- 
tiUng, ornamental brickwork, iron work, furniture, domestic utensih — all are dealt 
wftOi in Siiniple and practieal way, greatly by pea-dmriBg^ and liatf*toee 
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idMlogniphs, of whidi tiwre are om loa When we turn to Mr. Dftrle't beaatifiil 

and -.veil selected j holognipKs, \v<.- are struck with the extraordinary variety of plan 
and deuU. The English oafumen, wbo designed and boUt these pictnresque 
dwellings, were artists in tfie truest sense of tiie terra, and Mr. Davie, as a brother 

artist, shows us their !x?st wurk in a way l!iat only a pracliscd and skilful photographer 
can do. The collotype plates and general get-np of the book are worthj of ^ venr 
high repolMiM tiMt Mr. BMdbid & In tke piA^ 

Tmb Csabm or THK English Villaob, by P. H. Ditclifidd» M.A., 
iUustnted by Sydney R. Jones. Batsfoid; pp. 167; yi, 6dl 
net 

This \s another of ^fr. Ratsford's admiraMe publications, which ought to have a 
laige sale. Mr. Ditchfield, a veteran writer in the lields of popalar antiquities, has 
hm fbmid a moil eongenlal sub^, to which he had done ample justice. He tallci 

to as in his accustomed pleasant and schnhrly fashion of the villape ; the church ; 
manon, hitm and rectories ; cottage af chitectore ; details, decorations and interi*n i 
village gaidena ; inns, shops and mflla ; ainulioaaes and giaainMur schools ; village 
crosses;, prccn'^ and old-time p^mishmrnts ; bams and dovecotes ; old roads, bridges 
and rivers ; aiid sundials and weathercocks. An exhaostive list, and well planned 
widnl I and at the end (oh, excellent man !) a eood iadoc Add to all dhit some of 
the most delightful pen and-ink sketches we nave '^cr^n for a long time, and the 
result is altogether plea&ing. The coloured photogravure frontispiece, a view at 
Preston-oo'Stonr, Gloucestershire, ii a most charming and e fle ct w e bit of work. 
Mr. Ditchfirld hints at a future fTodi OB EqgjUsh VOIifeii t «• ht^ be will aoc 
part company with Mr. Jones. 

A Visitation op tbs Coomty op Kbnt, begun Anno DoL 
MDCLXIII, finithed Anno Dnl MDCLXIII. Edited by Sir 
George J. Annytige, But, F.&A. HarleiAn Society; pp, n, 
eoj. 

The Registers op St. Martin Outwich, Londow. Edited by 
W. Bruce BanneRDsn, F.&A. Harldan Society; pp. vii, 164. 

The work of the Harleian Society goes on apace, in both eections, the VisitatSoQi 

and the Registers. The Visiiatiun of Kent is one of the general series made soon 
aiter the restoration of Charies II, when the {^actice of sendii^ Heralds to per* 
ambahla the ooeatiy and reeoid pedigrees and arms ceased. Sir Edward Bysshe, 
Clarence'J* King of Arms, who Yisited Kent, the resriU nf whose labours is here 
printed, had been appointed to act both as Garter and Clarcaccux by the Common* 
wealth. On the restoralioii he was deprived of the former ofHce, hot allowed to 
retain the latter, flis sticre^sor as Garter, Sir Edward Walker, objerted to hit 
retention in any capacity, and it is not improbable that his resenlntent had something 
10 do with his severe critidnn of this Visitatiao* iderred to in the prefiice. The 
volome contains 353 pedif^rees, 142 coats of arms, and fifVy-one disclaimen;. The 
arms are reproduced in facsimile from drawings by the late Mr. J. j. iijuies ; they 
are good examples of modem pen*tricking. It is interestii^ to note the '"^■■■■■g 
nnroi>er of foreigners of gentle fnTnily who were then settling in England 

The Church of St. Martin Outwich stood at the comer w Threaaneedlc Street and 
Bishopsgate Street. Having escaped destruction in the Great Fire, it was rebuilt in 
1796, and fiiudly palled down in 1873, when the parish was amalgamated with 
St. Helen's, Bishop^te. The volume before tis contains the whole of the roisters 
from 1670 to 1873 ; nothing is known of any cuUer booki. Viewt of the two 
chnichct tie given firan old prints. 
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The " Passer By " m London : A Tribute to Wren, Gibbons, and 
John Stow, with some Romance and History of the Old City, 
by W. S. Campbell. Illustrated from photographs by the anthor 
and J. A. Pound, including all the spires and towers of Wren's 
City Churches. Chapman and Hall, 1908 ; pp. 143 ; 65. net. 

A book written as a protest af^inst certain statements made by Mr. E. V. Lacas 
in his Wanderer in London^ that ''there are nu Londoners," "were all Wren's 
ch arches pulled down to ■nofrow I euiiot believe that any one would rewnt ft,** ami 
" Txjndon has no pity, no sentiment, no care for the p^v t.■'and to illustrate xnd 
describe " some of the minor antiquities of our City, less known, irequently tcnorcd, 
but nut less interesting to the student and antiquarian th.in OUT great Orawdnl, 
Abbey or Tower." With Oiis two-fold object we cordially agree, and we cnn- 
pratauitc Mr. Campbell on his most successful achievemenL Jle is indeed an 
•dmiftUe guide, for he tells his story clearly and conctiely, and with an entire 
absence of tliiit air of nddre^sinjj the Ancient Sf>ciety of Incomparable Idiots, wfakb 
makes manv books of this class so irritating. Wc are p^nicularly pleased tu see a 
diapter on ludden itatiiaiy and cinni^. Many of these are beautiful works of art, 
and all have some interesting associations of biography or history, while they are 
easily and frequently overlooked. There are over too illustrations from photographs 
■nd a i^oitoffvmt of Stow'i monuiBeDt. A nap and a good index crown an 
excellent work. 

While we are in cordial a^fecment with Mr. Campbell's objection to " restorers'' 
and their ways, and should have much pleunte ui superintending the place of 

torment to which he so (genially consigns them, we are satisfied that his stricture* are 
undeserved in one ca:ic. Wc refer to the Rolls Chapt-I. Wc happen to have been 
well acquainted with that building;, before and danng its demolition, and we can 
therefore state that the condition of the v\.-ills was such as to make repairs impu^»iMe. 
The stone, a soft sandstone, liatl Viccome so friable that nothing short of recusing 
would have preserved it; the chancel had Iteen destroyed in the Great Fire (tfaeaich 
has been preser\'ed), and of the old windows {temp. Richard 11) only t«o remained, 
and those nuich Ijroken and practically without any Iraccry left. Dr. \ <mug's tomb, 
and the others not mentioned by Mr. Campbell, were not preserved by any 
** oversight," as he suggests. Nor is the museum, erected on the site of the Chapel, 
either "quite useless " or unused. On the contrary, it is well arranged, well 
patronised, and contains some of the most interesting historical exhibits to be seen in 
I^ndon. It is only fair to the authorities concerned to make this correction, and we 
hope that Mr. Campbell will modih^ this part of his book in llw aeoond edition, 
wnieb is bonnd to be required before long. 



Braintree and Bocking : A Pictorial Account of Two Essex Town- 
ships, by May Cunnington and Stephen A, Warner, R.A. ; with an 
iniroduction by Herbert J. Cimnington. Amoid i-airbaims ; 
pp. 54 ; 3x. 6d. net 

We are always pleased to welcome b(K>ks on local antiquities, and here we have a 
particularly good example. At Braintree a start is made with late Celtic and Roman 
pottery and coins — followed by notes on old inns and other hotUMa, the woollen 
trade, carved mantel-pieces, plaster ceilings, some fine wooden bosses, which wewi 
ruthlessly cast out of the church in 1865, and .since rescued by the present Vicar, 
and some equally fme ones which the hand of the despoiler was fortunately unable 
to reach. Bocking is treated on similar lines, and again we read of the accursed 
Wfjrk of the church " restorer," a room in a private house Ix-inp fitted up with linen- 
fold panelling said to have been taken from the church in 1855. The ilJoittatian* 
ate Dcantiliil, and indnde diltteen tfaree-coloar lepradnctiont from wntcr.colonr 
skctcSwa, six half-tone pistm and fifty line blocks. No due is given as to the aitii^ 



REVIEWS. 



bot he, she or they seem equally at home with brash or pen. The pcn-drawings of 
flie charch bones are very clever, and the water-colour of Bocking Mill is one of tbe 
prenic^i fhmc:" wr hnve seen for m long tine. Tbe book it moat daintily gol np t 

otiicr puUi&hcrs plca&e copy ! 

Stxphbn Makshall, a foigotten Essex Puritan, by E. Vaughan. 
Arnold Fairbairns ; i8 iUustrationi ; pp. 135 ; 2s* 6/. net 

No perifx] nf English liistor)- is at once so easy and so difficult to write alxjut as 
that ci tbe great stiii^l« between King and Parlmment, Church and Non-conformity, 
tn tiw XVIT century. Tf tfie writer h franktypaithan, as for tfie mort part they are, 
it is easy cnou^^h ; is is only nc-ccssary is ignore everything that may he said in 
favour of youf opponents, talk freely of "bloody usurpers" ana "snuffling 
hypocrites," or of "kinply tyrantt^and "hauphty prelates, * as the ease may be, 
and the th'n;^; d rnr I'.iit to make a l>onk th;it shall he at f)nce interestinc;, 
historically accurate, and impartial, even with a roan like Stephen Marshall as hero* 
that is a difficult task. Mim Vai^[liatt has aebtered a notable saceeas, and shows a 
power of discrimination and deliichment that are really remarkahlo. Writers of 
historiod biography that is both impartial and readable are all too few, and we trust 
tfiat Misi Vangmn wQl not be content to rest hem her biboiua, bnt will cantiiiM in 
a branch of literary rctcard) Ibr wfaidi d»e shoifs gnat taleot Bat why, ob t why 
is there no index ? 

Charlton, near Woolwich, Kknt : Full and complete copies of all 
the inscriptions in the old parish church and churchyard, togefher 
with notes on the history of the manor and of the families con- 
nected with the place, by T^onard M origan May. North, 
Blackheath Press; j)p. vii, iio, los. (yi. nct. 

The lalx^ur of copying over 300 inscriptions in the churchyard and nearly loointhe 
church, not to mention thc«e on the windows and plate, etc., must have been very 
tedious. Mr. May bas done this part o( his work thorougbly well, and all Kent 
genealogists, and not a few others, will be [;rateful to him tor this well-arranged and 
handsomely printed volume. There is a good plan of the diurchyard, so that there 
should be no difficulty in finding any particular tombstome. The short biographies 
of some of the more important persons mentioned are excellent. We regret that we 
cannot say the same of the notes on the history of the manor ; the Latin documents 
are badly transcrilied in many places ; while the translations, however " picturesque ** 
{vide preface), are often ludicrously inaccurate and not seldom positively mideaoing. 
We should advise Mr. May to do bis own trandatioQS in Ititnie, and to leave the 
. ** pictiiiesque ^ severely alone* 

Romford and its Surroundings, by H. G. Daniels; with an 
introduction by the Rt Hon. Lord O'Hagan. The Homeland 
Association ; pp. 76 ; neL 

A well-written and interesting little ^uide. It deals with the histor>' of Romford, 
a description of the town, Haioault Forest, Havering, Horncburch, Upminstcr, 
Rainbam and Dagenbam j a map of tbe district, a pun of the town, and some 
inteffeitang phot^psplis aetve to i1insti»tethe text 

Chancery Proceedings, by George F. T. Sherwood. The 
Genealogist's Pocket Library, vol. ii ; pp. 107 ; 7S, 6d, net 

What Mr. Sherwood does not know abost Chaaceiy Pkooeedings is probably not 
worth knowing, and he keie givee w from tbe Adneseof his knowldge in a veiy dea 
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and untechnical way. What yoo may find in these records is Illustrated by a well- 
chosen series of actual examples of variou dates. The third part cootmins an 
exhaustive accoaat of the means of reference to Chancery Proceedings, Hbe 
printed and MS. calendars, depositions, affidavits, decrees and orders, and so oo. 
wich the book before him, it vitt not be Ms. Slwn«ood's fuOt ifcweqr MMcter do» 
not fiad what be wanta. 

Wbst Twyford, Middliskx : Notes on the History of the Parish 
from the time d the J>0mi$dtt)f Survey ^ by Mis. Besil Hobiiei. 
Blliot Slock ; pp. 56 ; if. net 

TMt anall pwish it belt known to die Loodaner ei **TmjM Abbey,** froa tbe 

ridicalcws tmme given to a pTctentions house of "Straw!>erry Hill Gotl.ic," boiJt 
about a century ago and still existing. Mn. Holmes has collected a large muDber of 
notes, from whicn she has compiled an interesting story. TTw tiny dmrefa, prohthhr 
rebuilt in the early XVTI nr late XVI century, contains n considerable number of 
monaroents. We hope to a second edition in more permanent form, and meu- 
tfane we wdoone this as a valnsble eontribotiQii towaiw die Hfatmry of Hiddlewt, 
for which we have been wasting so long. By the way, we note in the trandstioi) 
from Dinrmday Bo0k that Mis. Holmes 6dls into the ooounon conhuioo betwcca 
c sfB c s ttssnd ploQglis I 

A CHAPm IN TBB History op our Local Institutions, RiaofoinH 
Surrey, by Albert A. Bukatp Borough libnrieii. pp. 19; 

3 if. net. 

Mr. Barkas deals with the building erected in 1843 as a Mecbanics' Institstiao, 
whidi has had a wied earcer. After the whidine up of the Insdtvdon, ft beeistt 

successively a school, pnblic K-ilhs, the Koyal Rooms, a billiard sal^'on, a 

Baptist Chapel, an auction mart, and finally was converted into shops. Mr. Baxlui 
tns done WW mrooording its history belbie it tnneUlbigottin, Tteeare rcpnxbe* 
dons of old printib portnuts, and a plsa of Ridimond in 1771, 

HERTFORDSinKE CouNTY MusKUM : Catalogue of the Lewis Evans 
Collection of Books and Pamphlets relating to Hertfordsbiie. 
pp. 154 ; ax. net. 

Hertfordshire antiquaries arc fortunate in having secured this extensive eoUecdoo, 
and doubly so now that this admiraUe catalogue has been published. It is in two 
parts, suhjrcts and Jiuthnrs, and is excellently well ftrrai^geo. It t4w?1TV* be un Ibe 
shelves of every one interested in the history of the couotiy. 

Rkords or TRB Old ArchdbajOOnrv of St. Albans : A Odendir 
of FBDera^ A.D. 1575 to a.d. 1637, by H. R. Wilton HalL 
St. Albans and Hertfordshire ArchilectUllU end AlcllBOlQgiGai 
Society; pp. xxi, 156; zs. 6d, net. 

A most ndmirable and useful work. It deals with an extraordinary Tariety of 
snl^ects, and contains many references to persons and places outside Hertfordshire, 
and to events of general history, such as the repairs to St Paul's Cathedral in 1584* 
the Spanish Armada, the Gunpowder Plot, and so on. Thr long lists of clei^t 
recusants, and others, render it valuable to the genealogist, and the student of sooal 
history and institutions will find it amine of wohii. Arrangenwnt end edUtSfafs 
aUkeesceUcnt^ andtfacRistbslfweovtr. a mUy good iwfes. 
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Master |nhn I'lutlcr C handler, a^ctl 5. 

From an oil painting' by J. Russell, K.A., dated 1767, 
in the possession of E. A. Chandler, Esq. 
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SOME CHRONICLES OF WITLEY. SURREY. 



By E. A. Chandler, 

I. The House fonnerly knozvn as " Vine House " er " Vine Tree** 
aftcfivards as " Witlcy House^* and now as " Witley Manor" 
and zU owners and occupiers, 

THIS property was owned in the XVI and part of the 
XVI I century by the Ede family. The earliest authentic 
record of the family in connection with It appears to be 
in 1506 (Losely MSS.), and refers in rather unoomi^imen- 
tary terms to one Richard Ede, who was summoned, on the 
Tuesday after Michaelmas in the 22nd year of King Henry VII, 
before the Court of the Manor of Witlcy, as a baker of bread 
who had offended a; gainst the excise laws- ; he was fined 2d. 
He was again summoned on Monday after Hockday^ in the 
year 1 507, as a brewer of ale who had broken the assize, and 
was acraiii fined 2d. These assize laws enforced by the local 
Manor Court contained such minute and vexatif uis regulations 
tliat it was almost impossible not to infringe them. Thcy 
eventually became unworkable and had to be abolished. 

By his will dated April i6th, 15 17, this Richard Ede, who is 
described as of Wytley in the County of Surrc>', directs that he 
shall be buried in the churchyard of " Alhalowes, Wytley " 
(" Allhallows '* is the same dedication for the church as ** AM 
Saints"), and he left three ewe sheep to maintain a stock of 
two tapers upon the high candlesticks in the chancel. He 
bequeathed to his dauc^hter Jone a bullock, and directed his 
executors to give her " all manner of raiment at her wedding 
and all other necessarj'es pertaining to her body." He ?^ave 
his daughter Isabell a calf, and devised the greater part of his 
land to his son Edward. 

This Edward Ede by his will dated June 21st, 1 531, directed 
that he should be buried in the churchyard of All Hallows in 
Wytley, and left to the High Altar of Godalm\ n i2d. for tithe 
forgotten, and for the use of the said church 2s. ; to the High 
Altar of Wytley I2d. for tithe forgotten, and for the use of the 
said church 2s, He gave to his sister, Johan Stylwell, 
calf of this yer"; to Robert Denyer, his godson, one ewe 
lamb; to Elizabeth Stylwdl, his goddaughter, one ewe lamb; 
to Richard Martyn, his godson, one ewe lamb; and to all 
'Hocktide commenced fifteen days after Eas ter. It was a liestival com- 
memorative of the repulse of the Danes byt ae English, 
i VOL. X 241 R 
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other his godchildren 4^/. each. He left all the rest of his 
goods to Ketcr)'!! (Katherine) his wife, and Kdu ard his son. 

Tlie \vid(nv " Katcryn," by her will dated in the same year, 
1 53 1, bequeathed her soul to God Almighty, to our Lady 
Saynt Mary, and to all the Company of Heaven, her body to 
Ik: buried in the churcli heyrth of St. Peter at Godalinyng. 
She gave to the High Altar of Godalmyng I2d. for tithe 
forgotten, and for the use of the said church is. ^d. She gave 
to the High Altar of the Parish Church of Wytley for titbc 
forgotten 1 2d., and for the use of the said church ix. She gave 
to the High Altar of the Parish Church of AmmyTdoii 
(Hambledon) for tythes forgotten i2d.^ and for the use of 
the said church is. She gave to the Mother Church of 
Wynchester ^d. She directed that six masses should be said 
on the day of her " bery all," The residue of her " goodys " she 
gave to her chylderyn," and she made her executors Harry 
Stynt and Thomas Stynt, and they were to have for their 
labKiur ** Ks. a peys " ; and she appointed Robert Denyer of the 
" Parrysshe of Ainm) ldon,** supervisor thereof, he tn have for 
his labour 6s. Sd. In case her children died, her executors 
were to sell her " goodys " and dispose of**yt mer>'toor)'slcy 
for the welth of her soule and the soule " of her husband Edward. 
This will is witnessed by (amongst others) Robert Tuyslay 
(Tuesley). 

Edward Ede, by his will dated January 1 5th, 1 565, after 
giving to each of his three children, viz., Thomas his son, and 
Alice and Johann hb daughters, three ewe sheep, gave to 
Margery his wife all his lease and term of years yet to come of 
lands lying in the Parish of Wytley, and the remnant to his son 
Thomas. Richard Ede of Wytley, Yeoman, who had inherited 
from Thomas, by his will, dated August 4th, 16 16, left to 
Martha his wife the goods and chattels which she brought at 
her marriage, subject to her paying the debts owing by her 
before her marriage, and, after giving ewe sheep to various 
relatives, he <T;avc his lands to his son Richard, and appointed 
(amongst other) Thomas Tuesley of Witlcy, yeoman, executor. 

These frequent bequests of animals, whicii would be some- 
what embarrassing in these days, were natural enough in the 
XV I and XVII centurie.s, because each parish was then like a 
large common farm with rights in common of pasture, wood 
and turf cuLUiig, fodder, etc. Compaiativciy litUc land was 
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enclosed. Lots were in many places drawn annually for strips 
of the common field, so that all parishioners had ei^er a piece 
of land or valuable common rights. The locd Manor Court; 
when necessary, supervised the management of the common 
pastures and the breeding of stock. The system of agriculture 
was collective and the village life communal. In later days, 
when the system gradually chani^cd to individualism and 
capitalism, and when Enclosure Awards became frequent, these 
rights were unfortunately given up by the people for little or no 
return. 

Richard Kdc married at St. Mary's Church, Guildford, on 
November /tli, 1635, Grace Tucslcy of Witlye, spinster, and 
had a son Ricliard, and two daughters, viz., an elder daughter 
Grace, who married isL oh June 30th, T664, John Jack man of 
" Hamilton " (Hambledon), and on his death, 2ndly on October 
23rd, 1672, John Chandler, also of Hambledon' ; and a younger 
daughter, Mary, wife of Thomas Voller of Hascombe. 

In the twenty-fifth year of the reign of Charles II, October 
30th, 1673, Richard Ede granted to his son-in-law John 
Chandler, a lease of the property by its then name of '* Vine 
Tree Hou.se," with sixty acres of land, for fifteen years from 
the feast day of St. Michael the Archangel, 1673, at the yearly 
rent of £2$. The lease contains a covenant by Richard Ede 
to provide John Chandler with " sufficient and necessary house 
bootc, plow b(H)te, cart b ootu, fire bootc, and all other bootes, 
to be spent and employed in and upon the [jrcmiscs." " Boote" 
means an allowance of timber and otlicr wood for repair of 
buildings, ploupfhs, and carts, and for fuel. There is an en- 
dorsement on the lease to the effect that Richard Ede shall 
have the use of **one chamber with a chimney in him," when- 
ever required during the term. 

Richard Ede died soon afterwards, and was succeeded in the 
possession of the Witley property by his son Richard, whose 
will b^ins as follows : " In the name of God Amen, I, Richard 
Ede of Witley, in the County of Surrey, yeoman, being sick in 
body but of good and perfect memory, thanks be to Almighty 
God, doe make and oniaine this my last will and testamente. 
Firste, I bequeath my soule into the hands of Almighty God, 
believing in the remission of all my sinnes by the death passion 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, my only Saviour and 

'The great, great, great, great grandfather of the writer of these notes. 
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Redeemer. My body I comitt to the earth, to be buried in 
decent manner. Imprimis, I give to the poore people of the 
parish of VVitley aforesaid five pounds." He then goes on to 
give one half of the proper!)' called " Vine Tree" to his nephew 
William Voller, and the other half to his sister Grace Chandler 
for life, and after her death to his nephew John Chandler 
(whose father was then in occupation of the whole of the 
property under the lease mentioned above) and his heirs lor 
ever. 

About this time, 1682, there seems to have been an out- 
break in Witley of the complaint known as the Evil or the 
King's Evil This illness was known as the King's Evfl 
because, since the time of Edwafd the Confessor, tlie King, by 
virtue of divine right, was supposed to he able to cure it by a 
touch. This touchii^ continued till the reign of Geoige 1, 
frfien it was discontinued. 

Grace Chandler (mentioned above) received on June 15th, 
1682, a certificate of having been cured of " ye Evil" And 
there is an entry in the Parish Register of the same year, 
relating to a neighbour, " M.B.," certifying that "he is diseased 
of a <:^ricfc that is supposed to be ye evil, and is advised by his 
friends to seek to his Majcstie for help, and that as yet ye said 
M. hath not been with his Majcstie for ye cure, and that he 
Cometh from a place that is at present free from any contagion 
(praised be God)." 

On December 22nd, 1697, John Chandler, the nephew of 
Richard Ede, bought the other half of the " Vine Tree" 
property from his relative William Voller for £440, and thus 
became possessed of the whole property. John Chandler (the 
brother-in-law of Richard Ede) died in 1 705, and was succeeded 
by his eldest son, the before-mentioned John Chandler, who^ by 
his will, dated October 19th, 1714, and proved October 13th, 
171 5, devised " Vine House " and the rest of his property to 
his eldest son John. John the son was bom May 7th, 1 707, and 
married in January, 1 730, to Anne Holloway of Chiddingfold 

John Chandler had a younger brother, Richard, who married 
Grace Barrett: he died in 1783, and was buried at Witley 
His son and grandson were th named George, and iivtd 
at Bramley. A son of tlie iast-named George was Allen 
Chandler of Stroud, J. P., whd married Maria Robinson : he 
died in the year 1886, and was buried at Witley. His eldest 
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son is Allen Chandler, £sq^ of Bunch Lane, Haslemere, J.P*, a 
member of the Surrey County Coundl, and of other municipal 
bodies. 

To go back to the elder son, John Chandler died in 1768, 
and was succeeded by his son, John (born November 15th, 
173 1 ), who, on September 27th, 1757, married Mary Flutter,'of 
Guildford, at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford. 

Before coming to the purchase in 1777 by John Cli mcllcr of 
the advowson and right of presentation to the church, it may 
be interesting^ to trace the devolution of the " Manor of the 
Rectory, great tythes and advowson." 

King Edward 111 in 1457 gave the church of Witley with 
the advowson thereof, and the chapel of Thoreslee thereto 
belonging, to the Prioress and Nuns of Dartford in Kent On 
the dissolution of Monasteries^ the advowson and Rectory 
Manor reverted to the crown, and were granted by King 
Henry VHI in 1544 to Thomas Jones (see monumental 
inscription in church to Thomas Jones' father). In the first 
3rear of the reign of Charles I» they belonged to George Smith, 
and by virtue of a succession of devolutions in that family by 
heirship or will, passed to Susannah Smith, who by will, dated 
February 13th, 1724, devised them to William Myers, who 
settled them upon his son William, with remainder to hi^ 
grandson William. This grandson, William Myers, in t 777, 
sold to John Leach and John Chandler jointly, the Rectory 
Manor and the advowson, together with various other farms, 
fields, and great tithes. This joint purchase was followed by a 
partition. John Leach took the Rectory Manor and the 
Rectory Manor House (Parsonage Farm house), and certain 
fields and great tithes. John Chandler took certain fields 
adjoining Wtnkford Farm, the advowson and right of 
presentation to the Vicarage of '* Witley cum Thursley," and 
some great tithes. 

On February 22nd, 1762, John Chandler's eldest son (John 
Flutter) was bom ; a second son (George) was bom on January 
25th, 1780, who was afterwards Dean of Chichester On July 
22nd, 1790, John Chandler died. A portrait of John Flutter 
Chandler, at the age of five years, is here reproduced ; the 
curious cricket-bat of the period, club-shaped and curved, Shd 
the two stumps, with one bail across them, should be specially 
noticed. The painter was John Russell, R.A. John Flutter 
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Chandler took Holy Orders, and in 1815 presented himself to the 
living of VVitley with Thursley Chapel. He seems also tohav-e 
held the Vicarage of Woking. In September, 1 801, he married 
Mary, daughter of William Currie, Esq., Banker, of London, 
and sister of W'illiam Currie of East Horslcy, Surrey, whose 
daughter, Harriet Auc^usta, married Colonel Robert Smith 
Webb, of Milford House. There were two children of the 
marriage; Mary, born Xoveinber iSth, 1804 (married 
May 1st, 1838, Francis Scaweii l^lunt, Esq., of Crabbct Fark, 
Sussex), and John, born June 14th, 1806, of whom more 
hereafter. 

The Reverend J. F. Chandler much altered and modernised ; 
the old house, of which, indeed, few traces now remain. 
Manning and Bray's History of Surrey (ed. 1809) speaks of 
"Witley Street, where stands the church, and where die 
Revd. John Chandler (Vicar of Wokeing) has a good house 
with very pleasant grounds, much improved by his father and 
himself.*' Part of this improvement consisted in forming tbe 
ponds out of four or five acres of boggy ground known as 
" More Barres," which had been bought from one John Denton, 
a cordwainer of Frcnsham, in 1725. Mr. ("handler took great 
interest in these ponds and in tlie fish which they contained, 
and when any fish of any unusual .size were taken he was inlhe 
habit of recording the fact in the Register of the Parish 
Church! Thu.s, in 1824, the following appears: — "April 
17th — Be it remembered that ycsterda\% being Good Friday, 
a pike was seen floating dead in IVlr. Chamller's I^ower Pond, 
and, on being brought up to tlie house, was this day weighed, 
measured, aiHl dissected. The weight was 28 lb., the length 
3 ft. 6 inches ; no hook was found in her (for it was a female)^ or 
any ostensible cause of death; she was excessively fat and 
contained an immense quantity of spawn. 

J. F. Chandler, Vicar* 

John Chandler. 

Mary Chandler, Spinster. 

Gkor(;e Farley. 

C. F. Newl.and, 

P>. NrwLAxr)." 

Again, in 1825, March 30tli. - "On this day anntlirr pike 
was seen floating dead on the I ] ih r Pond, and wcii^hed 
37 lb. 5 oz. Like the otiier it contained an immense quantity 
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of spawn. It W9S seen by many persons who can bear witness 
to its size and weight Amongst others, 

J. F. Chandler, Vicar. 

John Chandler, his son. 

Mary Ciiandlkr, Mother and daughter. 

Richard Savage. 

Charles Taylor, M.P. 

B. P'rankland, Esq., etc., etc." 
" His body was buried on the Island, and his head hung on a 
tree on the Island." 

March jOtii, 1826. — "Mr. Chandler fished the Upper Pond, 
and took alive 3 pike in good condition ; the weight as 
follows : — 

The largest, 33 J lbs. 

The next, 15 lbs. 

The next, 1 1 lbs. 

Witness, J. F. Chandler, Vicar. 

Thos. Green, B.D., C.C.C., C. 

J. P. CURRIE, Cornhill, Banker." 

March 20th, 1834. — Fished the Lower Fond. Present, 
Major Newland, his son Henry, Mrs. VVyndham, and others. 
Found the pond overrun with pike and myriads of white fish. 
One pike of 23J lbs., a few others about 8, 9 or iz lbs. No 
tench, hardly any carp or perch. A fine cold day " 

The Reverend J. F. Chandler died on January 26th, 1 837, 
and his wife on August loth, 1840. Their son, John (educated 
at \\ inchester and Oxford ; Fellow of Corpus Christi Collej^e, 
Oxford), took Holy Orders, and presented himself in May, 
1837, to the living of Witley with Thursley Chapel, and (with 
the assistance of his curat^ the Reverend William Menzies) 
conducted services at Witley, Milfofd, and Thursley, until the 
separation of Milford and Thursley as Perpetual Curacies in 
1845 and 1853 respectively. 

He married on January 4th, 1844, Caroline Mary, daughter 
of the Reverend John Brownlow, of St. James's, Bath, after- 
wards Vicar of Sandgate, Kent. His Marriage Settlement is 
the last document in which the house is referred to as " Vine 
House"; in the Ordnance and Tithe Maps, and in other official 
documents, it is now railed "Witley House." Mr. Chandler 
lived here all the time that he was Vicar, lie was Rural 
Dean, and it was here that the Clergy of the Deanery assembled 
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for " Rural Deaneiy Meetings." These meetings are referred 
to in the following verses written by Mr. Chandler in acknow- 
ledgment of a haunch of venison sent him in December, 1 870, 
b}' his friend Dr. Sumnefi Bishop of Winchester, from Famham 
Park. 

"Thanks, my Lord, for your venison, for finer or fatter 
Ne er ranged in a forest or smoked in a platter.' 
I at once ascertained from the basket and label 
That 'twas none but your Lordship who furnished my table. 
So the best I can do is to have it well drest, 
And to tell the kind donor the name uf each guest, 
And hope he will say I have chosen the best. 
And first in the list, as the haunch is a spanker, 
I think I may venture to place Mr. Brancker.' 
His house ^ is now building at last, and 'tis plain 
When his dining room's finished he'll ask me again. 
Then the Godalming Priest 4 shall appear in the throi^ ; 
If he longs for venison, there's venison for Long. 
And Dykes s shall hang up his guitar in the hall ; 
In eating and talking he'll distance them all. 
Dr. Monsell ^ shall come, as accomplished a guest 
As ever adorned the green isle of the west. 
His puns and his verses are always ' ad rem.* 
And you cannot mistake them, all signed * J.B.M.' 
And Humbert 7 shall shake off his ChiddinG:fold clay, 
And Holland ^ and Sparkes^ all spruced up for the day, 
And Molyneux,^° Duckworth," and Chilton/- and Beynon,'-! 
Will come, I am sure, if the evening's a fine 'un. 
In short you may say, what with drinking and eating. 
Twill be just like an old Rural Deaneiy Meeting. 

» Goldsmith ; " The Haunch of Venison." 

* Vicar of Thurstey. 

' The new Vicarage then being built. 

* Reverend W. D. Long, Vicar of Godalming. 

* Rector of Headley. 

* Reverend J. B. Monsdl, LL.D., Rector of St Nicholas, GuiUbid. 
' Rector of Chiddingfold. 

* Rector of Dunsfold. 
9 Rector of Alfold. 

■* Rector of Complon. 
" Rector of Pattenham. 
" Vicar of ^^'anboroUgl^• 

'3 Vicar of ^»eale. 
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But now for the Laymen, O certainly well I meant 
Never just now to neglect the * Lay Element' 
But what if that element rum the treat, 
And take, as they once did, great tithes of the meat? 
Or if, in defiance of clerical rules. 
They tlmist the poor Curates away from their stools? 
So now this proposal I venture to launch, 
That the Clergy enjoy the first go of the haunch, 
And whatever remains from the Clerical clash, 
The Laymen siiall have the next day in a iiash." 
Of the above Clergy, two, vizt., the Rev. G. Chilton and the 
Rev. W. A« Duckworth are, happily, still with us. 

Since the failure of Dr. Chandler's health in 1874, and his 
death on July ist, 1876, the house has been in various occu- 
pancies. Shortly prior to the tenancy of Mrs. Hall Hall (1881 
to 1 891), it became known as '*Witley Manor." Of recent 
years it has owed much to the present tenant, W. J. Maitland, 
Esq., CLE., who has much improved, enlarged, and beautified 
the house and garden. 

II. The Church. 

Witley Church is dedicated to All Saints, and consists 
of nave, with south porch, central tower, transepts, chancel, and 
manor chapel. The oldest part f)f tlic building is the nave, 
which belongs to the last quarter of the XI century. The 
central tower, transepts and chancel, belonj^^ to the next period, 
transition between Norman and Early English, about 1190. 
The tower, which is surmounted by a short shingled spire, is an 
interesting and beautiful example of this style. There are 
lancet windows in the transition style in the east and west 
walls of the south transept, and a pointed arched recess for an 
altar, also of early character, in its east wall. The fine oak 
roof of this transept, composed of very massive timber, is pro- 
bably of the same date as the walls. The windows in the 
south wall of the chancel appear to be Early English. The 
octagonal font, supported on a central drum and eight little 
shafts with moulded bases, is a good example of the same 
period. 

The piscina in the south wall of the north chancel is also 
perhaps of this date. The piscina in the main chancel belongs 
to the Decorated period, about 1350. To the Decorated 
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period belong also the east windows of both chancels. The 
form of the tracery of the window in the main chance! is 
particularly graceful and well worth) of study as an example of 
" Mowing Decorated." The barge board of the porch is aii 
excellent and rare example of late XIV century woodwork, 
but it docs not properly belong to the church, havini^ been 
taken many years ago from an ancient house in the village. 

The west window of the nave is of Perpendicular date, and 
the screen between the chapel and transept is of the same 
period. 

A fragmentary inscription in black letter on a piece of stone 
let into the north wall of the chancel, of the date 1468, records 
the fact that the Manor of Witley was held by the ill-fated 
Duke of Clarence, brother of Edward IV. It runs — Georgii 
Duds Clarence ct I his [w] de WytU, ac fnUris Edward puuHt 
regis Anglie et Franc' ; etc. 

Under a XV century arch in the wall between the chanal 
and the cha]>el is the brass, dated 1525, of Thomas Jonys, Jane 
his wife, and their six children, " which Thoms was one of the 
Sewers of the Chamber to our Soverayne Lorde Kingc Henry 
VIII." 

A brass in the north wall of the Manor Chapel bears the 
date 1634, and commemorates Henry Bell, "Clarke Controwkf 
of the Household to our late Soveraigne Lord King James of 
blessed memorie." A XVII century Vicar (the Rev. Jo|» 
Holney) appears to have been blessed with an exocUent wife' 
A tablet in the chancel records of her in latin : 

Hie dormit mulier, melior qua vix erat usquam 
Altera, ni fallor, Sara, Rebecca, RacheL 
Sancta, pia et frugi, prodens, pulchra atque pudica 
Heu, Muliere una quot periere bona." 
And in English : 

" A better woman than here sleeps there's none, 
Sara, Rebecca, Rachel, all in one ; 
Religious, pious, thrifty, wise, fayre and chaste; 
Soe many goods in one, who finds in haste ? " 
A black marble tablet in the wall of the Manor Chapel 
records the virtues of Anthony Smith (who gave a bell to the 
church) as follows : 

**Dum Campana sonat, proles durn spirat ab Iro 
Marmor si siluit, te tua facta sonant." 
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For the benefit of those who Latin may have got a little 
rusty, it may be well to state that " Irus " was a beggar men- 
tioned in the Odyssey, and that the phrase " While there 
breathe nfTspring of Iras," is therefore a quaint way of saying 
"as long as there are any poor people," thus commemorating 
not only Anthony Smith's gift of the bell, but also his charities 
for the poor. 

A lectern of carved ( ik in the form of an eagle stands in the 
entrance to the chancel, and of this lectern the Reverend E. J. 
Seymour, the present Vicar, relates the following story, which 
was told him by an old parishioner, now dead many years. 
The lectern was placed in the church soon after the termina- 
tion of the war with the French, in 1816. The eagle was then 
so thoroughly associated in the minds of the parishioners with 
the French military standards, that they objected to anything 
French being brought into the church. So much so, that the 
then Vicar, the Rev. J. F. Chandler, had to preach a sermon 
explaining that the eagle had nothing to do with the French, 
but was intended to be the emblem of an Evangelist The old 
parishioner had actually heard this sermon preached. 

In the Withy Parish Magazitic of May, 1873, the Rev. John 
Chandler (Vicar, 1 837-1 876) gives an interesting account of the 
church as he remembered it some time about 12^20-1830. It 
is as follows : 

"As I understand that some description of Witlcy (Church 
would not be uninteresting to you, I will write a few lines to 
you on the subject. I may as well begin by telling you, as I 
can, the state it was in between fifty and sixty years ago as far 
as I can remember it. 

"There was a door then open at the west end, which is now 
built up ; you went down four steps into the church, for the 
floor of It was about three feet beneath the level of the ground 
outside; you may easily conceive how damp and vaulty it 
must have felt. The beautiful old Norman door, now the 
principal entrance, was blocked up, and the porch used by the 
sexton for holding his grave-digging implements. There were 
no less than three galleries in the church, blocking it up and 
deforming it in a most painful way. One of these Wtis what 
was called the Old Gallery, in the north transept : the other 
two were in the nave, the Western Gallery, where the singers 
used to be, and a newer one which ran along the north side. 
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Three inside staircases were, of course, required to get up into 
these galleries. The west wiiiHow was blocked up, and in the 
splay of it was an old organ, which was never used in my time. 
The head of the south-west window was knocked out and a 
large square top with a wooden frame was inserted, in order to 
throw a flood of light upon the singers, who had their desk just 
below the orphan, with the usual array of bassoon, clarionet, etc 
In tlic nave were remains of very old oak scats, but far from 
perfect, which, instead of being repaired as they would be now, 
wete ruthlessly swept away and replaced by yellow deal pevs, 
closed with doors. The bells were then rung not in the bdfiy 
above, but on the ground floor in the centre of the church; 
there was a ladder which led up from the bottom to a trap door 
in the top. Near the pulpit were a number of large pews ; one, 
adorned \vith brass rods and a curtain, belonged to the squire 
at Mil ford House. The manorial chancel was then shut off 
entirely by a parclose of the same pattern as that which now 
stretches along the west side of it ; in it was a curious pew for 
the Milford House servants, made, of all things in the v nrld, 
out of an old billiard table. And now, when I have added that 
^veral of the windows were of wood and round headed, and 
that there was nu idea of a stove or anythinty of that kind, you 
may form some idea of what our church was like sixty years 

Tiie west door mentioned above and the porch door weic 
both compulsorily closed during the most troublous times of 
the Rdbrmation, and the services for a time suspended, owing, 
it would^«eem, to the incumbent committing some such offend 
as denying the Royal Supremacy or opposing the change in 
religion. was brought before the Lords of the CoundC and 
-by them remitted to Sir Christopher More for further examina- 
tion. He is described as " lewd and naughtie " ; and in making 
his submission, we are told, appeared " his malitious aiui 
naughtie stomacke." It was not until 1662 that a licence was 
granted to Anthony Smith to re-open these doors. The licence 
runs as follows: "Smith, Anthonius, Licpntia concessa 
Anthonio Smith j)ro rrchi^ione duoriu:] ostiorum in Kcclesia de 
Witley, in Sum, in tenij^onbus nujser turbulcntis ocrlusorum," • 
In the year 1844 the church underwent .1 (Irst re.^toration by • 
the Rev. John Chandler, in the course of which some of the 
blemishes mentioned in the above account were removed ; and 
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in the year 1888 the church was again excellently and conser- 
vatively restored, through the zeal and munificence of the late 
John Harrison Foster, Esq., under the direction of Sir Aston 

Webb, R.A. 

The work fell into four divisions: i. The decoration of the 
chancel and the putting in of a beautiful new east window. 
2. The enlargement of the north transept. 3. The abolition of 
the stove and the laying down of hot water pipes. 4. The 
panelling of the tower and nave ceilings and the opening out 
of the old roof in the transepts and Manor Chapel. 

It was a great work admirably carried out, and the church as 
it now stands challenges comparison with any in the county of 
Surrey for beauty and Interest 

III. Thelmn, 

The '* White Hart Inn " is one of a type of high-pitched, oak- 
framed houses which date from the XV century or earlier. 
There is a considerable number of this class of house in West 
Surrey. Originally they were of four bays, the two centre bays 
forming a " house place " or hall. The only fire was in the 
middle of the floor "on the earth," and the smoke found its 
way out through the roof, which was either of wood shingles or 
thatch. 

A curious result of this has been, in the case of the " White 
Hart," as in other houses of the class, that in the lower storey 
the timber has rotted and been renewed, wliile the tie beams 
and rouf timbers have been kept in excellent preservation, by 
reason of the impregnation oi smoke and soot from the open 
fire in the middle of the house acting as an excellent "stop-rot" 
The interior of the honse has been so repeatedly altered that 
few traces of the original arrangement remain. 

The eariier owners of the property were the Lunn family. 
The Lunns are an old family in West Surrey, and early records 
contain frequent references to them as owning land in Thursley 
and VVitley. 

Thus, after a devise by one William Lunn of Thursley in 
the XVII century, the house in 1722 passed under the will of 
Richard Lunn, also of Thursley, to his ^i^raiidson Richard, 
whose son and heir, another Richard, sold it to Mr. John 
Chandler, of Witlcy, in 1778. It was then described as "now 
and for many years past bearing the sign of the White Hart" 
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It probably received its license and sign durinf^^ the owner- 
ship of the first-mentioned Richard Lunn. The Inn had a long 
and uneventful career as a quiet old village " alehouse," of the 
old-rnsbioncd sort, until, witli the growth of the neighbourhood 
and tlie advent of the bicycle and tlie motor car, it came to be 
regarded as " out of date " and " lacking in modern require- 
ments," and the Licensing Justices therefore frowned upon it. 

The professional assistance of Mr. Herbert Hutchinson, 
architect, of Haslemere, was consequently called in, and not in 
vain. He very .successfully performed the difficult feat of 
providing the additional coffee-room and bed-room accommo- 
dation required^ without in any way interfering with the 
beautiful old building, by designing a picturesque wing on the 
north side, where the old stables were; the stables (with 
additional motor garage) were shifted to the south-east, and the 
kitchen and office at the back were rebuilt and rearranged. 

The old Inn now stands forth as the "White Hart H( tel." 
and the hospitable host and hostess, Mr. and Mr& Robert 
Holmes, are ready at all times to give the passing traveller the 
heartiest of welcomes and the best of fare. 

Subjoined is a list of the "Landlords " of the Inn from the 
time of the purchase by Mr. John Chandler to the present t-mi^, 

1778, the Widow Crafter. 1781, John Gibson. 1810, h hn 
Welland. i863.Chnrles White. 1867, Mrs. White, who auer- 
wards became — 1870, Mrs. Thomas Hockley. 1878, George 
Beagley. 1895, Alfred Simons, later Allen Ayling. 1896, 
Robert Holmes. 



NOTES ON THE EARLY CHURCHES OF 
SOUTH ESSEX. 

By C. W. Forbes, Member of the Essex Arcfaasological 
Society. 

[CoDtinned from p. aaS,} 

FOBBING. 

FOBBING lies nearly one mile to the east of Corrinf^ham. 
and fourteen miles west of Southend, on a creek which 
runs into the Thames at a place called Hoiehavcn. 
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This ancient village stands high; a cluster of red brick 
and tiled houses overlooking reclaimed marsh land belonging to 

it and other parishes; beyond, looking south-east, are Canvey 
Island, and, following the sweep of the river, Fitsea, Leigh, and 
Southend. 

This parish includes three portions, the village already men- 
tioned standirif^ on the edge of high ground, its natural centre 
the church ; the marsh portion, which includes a new and 
gr()\sing suburb, Kynochtown, where arc situated the large 
cxiilosive-works from which it takes its name; and the inland 
portion to the north, a long wedge-like tract separating 
Langdon and Vange, thinly populated, and some three miles 
long. The population, thus divided, consists of about Soo 
inhabitants. 

The church is a stately edifice of stone ; the present building 
probably dates from the latter part of the XIV century, but 
exhibits traces of an earlier structure. The most conspicuous 
object as we near the church b a fine massive embattled tower 
at the west end, added in the early part of the XVI century ; 
it is of unusual size for a village church, and gives great 
character to the building. The tower contains five bells (four 
dated 1629 and one 1724), 

The oldest portion is the north wall, which contains two 
plain early Norman windows, and a small doorway n-hfch 
shows traces over the top of nn earlier Norman one. On the 
right of this, plainly visible both from the exterior and interior, 
are the remains of another early window, now blocked up. 

The church consists of a nave and chancel, a south aisle, and 
a chantry chapel divided from the nave by an arcade of four 
bays. The early Norman churcli was a small one, and doubt- 
less consisted of a nave and chancel only ; there may have been 
a small tower. The chancel, as we see it to-day, was apparent* 
ly built in the XIII century; in the XIV century the south 
chantry chapel was possibly added; later in the same century 
a south aisle was added to the nave^ whidi was at the same 
time lengthened by one bay ; during the XV century this aisle 
was pulled down and replaced by the present one, which is 
double the width of the earlier one. 

The south porch and doorway, the east windows of the 
chancel and chantry chapel, and the rood stairs, are attributed 
to the XV century. 
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In the interior, on the east side of the south door, are 
the remains of a Holy-water stoiip ; thrre are also a few old 
benches in the south aisle. Near this, with curiously carved 
acorn heads, are remnants of the ancient choir stalls. 

The chancel contains a sedilia and piscina ; there is also 
a piscina in the chantry chapel and niches in the south aisle. 
In the nortli wall can be seen remains of the original rood 
stairs ; the last arch between the nave and chancel has been cut 
away to make room for the beam ; a small window with sill can 
be seen in south wall opposite this, which by some writers b 
supposed to have been placed there to allow more light to be 
thrown down on the rood. The general opinion of the present 
time is that a light was placed here as a guiding star for boits 
going up and down the river. 

The font, of Purbeck marble, is octagonal on a square plinth, 
supposed to date from the same period as the south aisle, 
XIV century. 

In the south aisle stands a curious tomb, apparently an old 

altartnmb. 

On the north wall of the chancel, on a slab of Purbedc 
marble, is an inscription in Lombardic capitals, Pvr fainvr 
Jes%f crist f>nc:; pi*r sa alme ki ci gist pater Tioster ct ave ThoffidS 
de Crawdenc fyt npelle" The date of this would be circa 1340. 

The pulpit and reading desk are Jacobean; the r^;isttfs 
date from 1539, and are in excellent condition. 

Fobbing is noted as being the starting place in Essex of 
Jack Straw's rebellion in 1381. 

HORNDON-ON-THE-HILL. 

One mile and a half from Stanford-Ie-Hope, to the north- 
west, lies Homdon ; it is called " on the Hill *' to distinguisti it 
from another villai^^e some miles further north, known as 

East " Horndon. The church which we arc about to visit is 
situated at the top of a rather steep hill, and its wooden tower, 
with the familiar windmill some fifty yards or so away, is visible 
for some miles round. The interior is considered to be a ver) 
good s[)ecjmen of the Early English style of architecture, and 
dates from the early part of the XIII century; there is no 
trace of an earlier structure, although it is quite possible that a 
Saxon cliurch existed prior to the present building. Entering 
the churchyard, an avenue of trees leads us to the XV century 
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timber south p<Mrdi. We find, on eitamination of the exterior, 
that there were at one time three entrances, north, south, and 
west The north doorway has been bricked up, probably in 
the XVI or early XVII century; the portion visible from the 
exterior is Early English, simiUr to the south, but that on the 
west is Perpendicular with curious faces in the spandrels. 
Over this is an absolutely plain window, with no ornament of 
any kind ; it is scarcely visible from the interior, being almost 
hidden by the blocks of oak timber framing supporting the 
spire. The enst winrlow nho is Perpendicular, with a few 

fragments of ancicMit stained L^lass. 

Just inside the south door, by which we enter, are the 
remains of a Holy-water stoup. The church consists of a nave, 
with north and south aisles, and a chancel with a north chantry 
chapel ; the south aisle is narrower than the north. On 
looking round, one note^ with astonishment the massive beams 
which have b^n used to construct the supports for the belfry 
tower and spire. The carvings on tiie upper part of tiie stone 
pillars of the four bays in the nave are very interesting, no two 
being alike. Commencing from the chancel the second pillar 
on each side is octangular, the remainder are round. On the 
first arch on the norSi side are two small roses cut in stone^ 
doubtless there were others at one time. Local tradition says 
that these were placed in the church to commemorate the wars 
of the Roses. The centre of the last western bay of the nave is 
practically taken up with the supports of the belfry. 

The font is square and is [generally considered to have been 
orii^inally Norman ; the ornamental work on the sides was 
added in the XV century. 

The chancel dates from the same period as the nave, and 
contains a plain pointed piscina, aumbry, sedilia, and priest's 
door. There is a hole through the east wall to the left of the 
altar about two feet high from the floor ; it is about six inches 
square, and at present covered in with a piece of glass to 
preserve It I am unable to arrive at any definite conclusion as 
to its use. 

Among the most Interesting characteristics of many of the 
churches of Essex, especially those In the southern part, are the 

wooden belfries and spires, due^ as stated in the first of these 
articles, to the scarcity of stone, and the abundance of timber in 
the forest lands which probably covered at that time the greater 
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part of the county. Wood therefore was plentiitil and dieap in 
comparison with stone, the transit of whtdi in those days must 
h u e been veiy costly. 

There are several varieties of style in the construction of 
these towers, and I hope in some future number to give some 
illustrations showing their formationi which is peculiar to this 
county. 

The early Norman churches usual!} consisted of simply a 
nave and chancel, p^enerally built of rubble, stones, or chalk: 
later a low tower was added, and afterwards a stunted spire, as 
at Rainham. Later, in the XIV and XV centuries, the 
numerous wooden towers were erected, which n:iay be classifi«l 
under the following headings. 

In the first instance, the beams were made to rest on the knr 
west walls of the nave ; but this style was abandoned as bdng 
weak, and not able to stand a strong wind pressure. 

Secondly, as at Homdon, Bulphan« Lalndon, Thundenl^. 
and other churches which will follow in this series, the nusiive 
beams are fixed to the floor at the west end of the nave; 
supports are carried up at each comer some twenty feet, and the 
bell tower and spire built on these, the woodwork being keptas 
far as possible detached from walls. 

In the third style the framing is built outside the west wall, 
the foundations strengthened by beams placed diagonally 
and projecting outwards in the form of a cross ; and fourthly, 
where the foundations or lower wall of an earlier tower existed, 
the belfry has beeti built on them, but has supports firmly fixed 
inside from ground level. 

The timber work at Horndon belongs to the second style, 
which was apparently that considered to be tlic strongest and 
most durable. 

I do not tiiink It was the original intention of the buildeis to 
cover in all the woodwork. They are often very fine spednens 
of XV century carpentering, but are now all covered in* 
usually with horizontally laid planks. 

The chantry or chapel on the north side is divided fiom the 
chancel by two bays, with an octagonal column in the centre 

Extensive alterations appear to have been made in the latter 
part of the XIV century ; the north aisle was added, the roof of 
which encloses the two small XIII century clerestor}' windows 
which are now inside the church, the roof of the nave was 
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raised in proportion, and new windows were also inserted in the 
south aisle. The two dormer windows on the north and south 
sides were inserted, I am informed, in the middle of the XVI 11 
century. 

In the belfry are three bells, dated 1622, 1640, and 1706. 

Between the years 1 899 and 1904, the church underwent 
a further restoration, consisting of the reflooring of the nave, the 
opening out of the ancient timber tower, the re-building of the 
inner chancel arch, and the reconstruction of the nave roof. 

The restoration of the chancel was undertaken by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, who are owners of the rectorial 
tithes. Under their supervision, the whole of the north and 
portions of the south wall and east window were rebuilt, the old 
stones beinf^ used where practicable. The chancel floor, which 
had been raised in the XVI century, was lowered to its ori^rinal 
level, thereby bringing to view again the sedilia and aumbry 
which had been covered in. The roof, which, like that of the 
nave, had been covered with plaster, was panelled with oak. 

The chantry chapel, the property of the owners of Homdon 
House, was generously surrendered by the present proprietor, 
Herbert Clarence Long, Esq., to the church. It is now used as 
an ofgan loft ; the wall between it and north aisle was removed, 
and a flying buttress erected. 

There are a number of memorials in the church, the earliest 
dated 1634, but no brasses. 

MUCKING. 

About a mile to the south-west of Stanford-le-I lopc is the 
small parish of Mucking. The name is written in ancient 
records as Mokkinge, Muchinga, or Mucimm, probabl)' derived 
from the Saxon words Much — a heap, and ing — a meadow or 
pasture. 

Doomsday Book states that this ville was held by the Abbey 
of Barking — "Saint Mary [Barking] holds Muchinga for vij 
hides, and Turold of Rouccestre [Rochester] has taken away 
thirty acres laid to the fee of the Bishop of Bayeux." Accord- 
ing to the MonasHeoH this manor belonged to the celeress of 
Barking Abbey. Edward VI granted the Rectory and certain 
lands to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's. 

The church, with the exception of the chancel and portions 
of the tower, was rebuilt about the middle of the XIX century. 
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There is now a nave, with south aisle^ and a small chantiy 
chapel on south side of the chanoel» and an embattled western 
tower. The only ardiltectufal feature of interest in the body 
of the church is a rather fine Early English pillar between the 
nave and aisle* 

The patrons, who are owners of the chanod, decided to 
retain the original structure when the nave was rebuilt, merely 
restoring it Built in the XIII centur>', it is very large in 
proportion to the present nave; the south wall contains a 
sedilia and piscina with a double drain; the plain pointed 
arches denote XIII century work. 

The north wall, however, has a beautiful recessed arcade 
of three arches, with two very fine octagonal pillars of PurbccL 
marble. Each of these three arches has small lancet windows. 

In the latter part ui the XV century a new ruuf was added 
This was taken down in 1850, when the timbers were again 
utilised in the construction of the present roof. The chanod 
arch and east wall, also the south chantry chapel, were reMt 
at the same time. 

There is a memorial In this chapel to Elizabeth Doim 
area 1607. It is stated on the slab that she had fourhusbtads 
and then died a widow. 

The floor of the chancel, which had been raised in the XVi 
centufy, was lowered to its original level in 1879. 

In the tower are three bells, dated 1579, 1632, and 1665. 

(Fa be eoDtfiiii6d.| 

TWO LORD MAYORS OF LONDON. 

By VV. L. RUTTON, F.S.A. 




HATEVER may be the merits of TAg Horn CamUia < 
Magajnne^ one of them is certainly the plenitude and 
variety of its pictures. Among them is the fair pro* 



portion of portraits which accompany biographical 
notices, and to these it is now my wish to add two other?, 
reproductions of the handsome engraved portraits of the XVIII 

century \^■hich arc so charmini^, They represent two Lord 
Mayors of London vested in their robes and gold chains of 
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office* and at hand lie the mace and other insignia of their 
dignity. It seems to have been the indispensable and irrefnig- 

able custom that these distinguished men^ Chief Magistrates of 
the City of London, should be portrayed on their having 
reached the zenith of their prosperous careers. And, indeed, 
it was only natural that the Lord Mayor himself, or, his modesty 
not permitting it, his family and fellow citizens should desire 
that his lineaments be perpetuated. A complete catalogue of 
thc^c portraits is desirable, but apparciUly it has not been 
attempted. There is, however, in the Guildhall Library a 
goodly collection which at the present time is !)cing exhibited 
in series as space permits ; and among the portraits are the two 
now reproduced. They represent the Lord Mayors Sir Richard 
Levett (1700) and Sir John Barnard (1738), both of whom 
were connected with places on which I have written in this 
Magazine. Levett lived, and probably died, in the Dutch 
House or Old Palace at Kew, and Barnard, living at Clapham, 
was connected with East Sheen and the Palmerston Temples 
by the marriage of his daughter. Between the two mayoralties 
there elapsed thirty-eight years, and we may observe in passing, 
as a matter of costume, the evolution, or rather devolution, of 
wig ; in the earlier picture the absurdly luxuriant, towering and 
pendant periwig of William Ill's time, and in the latter 
portrait the diminished yet 'itill artificial head-covering of 
George II's rci^^n, bntli detrimental to the distinction of faces. 
Some account of the two worthies is now offered. 

SIR RICHARD LEVETT. 

I do not find that Burke in his account of the Levett family, 
in the Landed Gentry^ is correct in placing William Levett, of 
Savernake, Wilts, as the father of Sir Richard Levett, the 
371st Lord Mayor of London. Peter Le Neve, antiquary and 
genealogist, was Sir Richard's contemporary. Yet it is strange 
that when writing his KniglUs he seems to have made no pre* 
cise inquiry as to the Lord Mayor's father, very indefinitely 
noting him as "... . Levett, of ... . Com. North'ton, a 
parson." Thi? is far from satisfactory, but the "parson" father 
is confirmed in the finding of B. B. Orridge, who, in his CiHstm 
of London (1867), writes that Sir Richard was " from Ashwell, 
Rutland, son of the Rev. J. Levett." And now the present 
Rector of Ashwell kindly replies to my inquiry that the Rev. 
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Richard (not "J.") Levett was Rector from 1646 to 1660, and 
during that time had six children borne to him by Katherine 
his wife. Richard was not of these, but it may be readily 
supposed that he was the eldest son, cnlled after his father (the 
name Richard was constant in the family), and born before 
1646. Also, had he been born at Ashwell during his father's 
incumbency he would have been too young to have gone "from 
Ashwell " to commence his career in London. Thus I accept 
as Sir Richard s father Le Neve's "parson," further defined by 
Orridgc and the present Rector of Ashwell, Le Neve's error in 
the county being of little moment, as Ashwell, though in 
Rutland, is but ten miles from the Northamptonshire border. 

To indicate my conclusion as to the earlier generations of the 
family, as also the descent from Sir Richard of its present re- 
presentative, I have drawn a pedigree sufficient for that purpose; 
ft is not intended as a complete record. An earlier oiigin is 
claimed, but the particulars are not definitely before me. 

Sir Richard Levett has not a niche in the literary Waihalb, 
the DicHmary of National Biography^ and but a meagre report 1 
of him can be rendered. Le Neve records his Knightage by 
the King at Kcnsiiv^ton, October 22nd, 1691, and designate 
him as Alderman cf H ridge Without [the Suutlnvark- Ward], 
which office, as customarily bestowed on the oldest alderman, 
gave him the title " Father of the City." He came into our 
notice when tracing the history of the Kew palaces. For in 
1697 he bought the red brick mansion called " The Dutch 
House," known to us now a^ " The Old Palace" from its later 
occupation as a royal residence. This mansion he bought froa 
William Fortrey, grandson of the Dutchman (hence the name 
Dutch House ") who built it in 163 1. The old house is sdll 
handsome, but it was handsomer in Sir Richard's day before its 
Jacobean features had been impaired, and its solid windov* 
muUions removed for sashes. The alderman lived here thirteen 
years, including his year of supreme dignity as Lord Mayor. 1 
And here, we presume, he died on Januaiy 20th, 171 1 (N.S.I 
and was carried thence for burial in the vault Avhich he ha^ ^ 
made in Richmond churchyard, close by the north wall of the 
tower. The church has in late years underj^onc much "restora- 
tion," which in this case can scarcel)- be rci^retted, for it was a 
poor nondescript building, and has gained in dignity by the 
addition of a handsomCi though brand new, Gothic chancd 
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Fortunately, there has been no disturbance at the west beyond 
the rather overdone renovation of the tower masonry, and the 
L.evctt altar-tomb in a railcd-ofT an<;lc between the tower and a 
projecting vestry, has not been touched. Indeed, a httle touch- 
ing up, or at least cleanin;^, i> wanted, for it is sadly worn and 
begnmed, the inscription on iL illegible, and the subject of the 
once handsome sculpture scarcely discernible. There is, how- 
ever, a second memorial, a very large mural slab, surmounted 
by an urn and some scroll work, and affixed to the north face 
of the tower. On this slab can be read the long Inscription 
quoted In Manning and Bray's Surrey, thus commencing : 
"Within thb vault lie the remains of Sir Richard Levett, 
Knight, of Kew. Also of Lady Mary Lcvctt, his wife^ who 
died October 15th, 1^22." The date of the Knighfs death is 
here omitted, but we ha\ e it from Le Neve. Then are recorded 
several of the family of Blackbome» who were connected by the 
marriage of Mary Levett, daughter of Sir Richard, with 
Abraham Blackborne. 

Sir Richards' will (at Somerset House) gives us some infor- 
mation as to his family and estate. He directs that his body 
be decently, but very privately and without pomp, interred in 
the vault he had made in Richmond churchyard ; the charges 
of his funeral not to exceed ^,300. His children named are his 
son Richard [rnarried to Anne Sweetapple], Anne, wife of 
William Franke, Esq., Mary [afterwards married to Abraham 
Blackborne] and Elisabeth [afterwards married to Doclor 
Edward Hulse]. Also are mentioned his grandsons Richard 
Levett and Levett Franke. His son Richard and his married 
daughter Anne had been fully " advanced " on their marriages 
out of his personal estate, and were not further entitled to any 
part of it otherwise than as legacies now apportioned. The 
daughters Mary and Elizabeth have as tHeir portions ;^5000 
each. His copyhold roessus^e, with the close of land, gardens, 
and appurtenances in Kew, which he held of the Manor of 
Richmond, and wherein his wife had an estate for life, he 
devises to his daughter Mary and her heirs, remainder to his 
daughter Elizabeth and grandson Richard Levett. The capital 
messuage calied Kew with outhouses and appurtenances,' and 

• It is evident that Sir Richard I.pvett had two houses at Kew. The 
first here mentioned appears to li.ive been that (not now evi'^ting) at the 
north apex of Richmond Gardens. Sir Charles Eyre (mentioned in Lady 
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divers messuages and hinds in East Sheen, West Sheen, 
Richmond and Mortlake, had been vested in Henry Lcvett of 
London, doctor in physic, and Francis Lcvett, citizen and 
mercer of London, u^njii trust to pay to him the rents and 
profits during his Hfe, and afterwards to his wife. This 
property he now leaves, alter death of wife, to his daughter 
Mary and her heirs, remainders to his daughter Elizabeth and 
grandson Ricbaid Levelt Property at Satton-upon-Tiait, 
Nottinghamshire^ after his wife's decease^ is to go to his 
daughter Elizabeth and her heirs^ remainders to Mary and 
grandson Levett Franke. The will is dated January 4th, 1708 
(X.S. 1709X and the daughter Mary, having married Abiaham 
Black bome^ a codicil in view of the circumstance was added 
December 12th, 1710. Five weeks later Sir Richard died, 
January 20th, 171 1 (N.S.)^ and was buried accordii^ to bis 
directions at Richmond. 

Dame Mary Lcvett survived her husband nearly twelve 
years, and lived latterly at Bath. Her will is interesting in ib 
particulars. Her daughter Elizabeth had married Doctor 
Edward Hulse, who became eminent in Iiis profession and first 
physician to George II. In 1739 he was created a Baroiict, 
and purcliased the estate of Breamore, in Hampshire, which 
now belongs to his descendant, the seventh Baronet. Dame 
Maiy refers to an agreement made with this son-in-law whereby 
lands in Sutton-upon-Trent were settled on her daughter 
and her husband for their lives, and afterwards on their heifs; 
Doctor Hulse on his part confirming the devises of property in 
Maiden Lane, London, and at Kew, to the daughter, Mary 
Blackfaome, and the grandson, Richard Levett, junior. This 
agreement involved a payment to Dr. Hulse, for which purpose 
and the discharge of legacies and expenses she leaves in trust 
to her true friend Sir Daniel Dolins, of Hackney, her stocks in 
the Bank of England, the East India Company, and the London 
Insurance. Her household goods, Hncn, and plate she had 
given in writing two years pre\ iously to her friend, Mrs. Anne 
Parker, of Hath ; now she limits the plate to certain f>ieces (and 

Levetl's will as her lenant) acquired a lease of it, and his widow sold her 
interest in it to Queen Caroline, e. 1730. Love Lane, the bridle-roaul 
(afterwards diverted) to Brcntfurd ferry, lay between the two houses, the 
second and larger house being the Dutrh I ^ouse(in the w 1' " railed Kr v , 
which also was leased to Queen Caroline. Both houses were ulumaiely 
bought out by George 111. 
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by a codicil, excludes family pictures and some furniture, to 
be selected by her daughters), the rest tu be sold with her 
estate. Two granciflaughtcrs, Susanna and Mary Blackborne, 
arc residuary legatees, and with other property to be sold, the 
proceeds to be invested for their use, are a pearl necklace and a 
ring with one brilliant diamond, the only jewels not disposed of 
in her lifetime. Her snuff-box, with Sir Richard Levett's 
picture set round with diamonds, is bequeathed to her grand- 
son, Edward Hulse. Finally Lady Lcvett desires to be 
privately buried at Bath as less expensive and troublesome 
than elsewhere^ and she appoints Sir Daniel Dolins sole 
executor of her will* Appended are the items of her personal 
estate, and among rents due is that of Sir Charles Eyre, of 
Kew, showing that his house there was leased from Levett, and 
this, as indicating the house, is a matter of interest in the local 
history (see note ant$, p. 263 X 

Although perhaps more than equitable space has been given 
to Lady Levett's will, in view of the modem high appreciation 
of old silver the appended list of plate may prove interesting : — 

My table of dnssiog^ |i|ate. 

Two pair of larjje silver candlesticks. 
One large silver tiagoD. 
One large silvor bason. 
One large silver salver. 

One coffee-pot of <;il'. er. 
One si!^•er teapot .-md hunp. 
One pair of silver mugs. 
Two silver rings for a table. 

One dozen of large silver knives, forks, and spoons. 
One dozen of small silver knives, forks, and spoons for a desart. 
One silver hanging candlestick, line, and screws. 
A pair of snulfers with a standing case for them, and extingnisher, 
silver. 

One set of casters, ill, containing three pounds silver. 
One saucepan of silver. 
Two silver ladles. 
One silver salt 

Some odd silver spoons for common use. 

One silver canister and six silver teaspoons. 

(My silver te.T-kottle and lamp I li i .e lately sold). 

V'wv rlavs before licr dL-ath tlie D.une dictate*) a klttr In her 
executor exccptini; from her deed of gift to Anne Parker a 
picture of King Charles 1 and one of his Oucen, which she had 
been informed were of greater value tiian she iiad understood, 
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and thuught to be by VanDyck. These, and any other 
pictures of value selected by lier daughter lilackburne, are to be 
sold for the use of her granddaughters. Further, she desires 
that her daughter Hulse shall have her dressing table of plate 
to use for her sake ; and she now leaves it to her daughters to 
appoint her place of burial, to be^ if they think fit, at Kew. 
The church there had been built eight years previously, but it 
was * in the vault at Richmond that her body was laid in 
October, 1722. 

The will was proved April 23rd, 1723, by the daughter, 
Mary Blackbome, alias Thoroton, for she had lost her first 
husband in 1720, and apparently, soon after her mother's death, 
had married Robert Thoroton. She was heiress at Kew, but it 

is not evident that she lived there after her second marriage 
and until both her houses were leased to Oueen Caroline, 
c. 1730 ; later the Thorotons lived at Screveton, in Nottingham- 
shire. The latter fact dpp>c,irs in the will of Levett Blackbome, 
a bencher of Lincoln's Inn, and the elder of two soils, who 
desires burial eitlici with his fatlu r at Richmond or with his 
mother at Scrcveton. The will supplies a deficiency in the 
history of the Kew property, as it affords definite information 
in regard to its transmission into royal hands. It had been 
leased to both Queens Caroline and Charlotte, and was ulti- 
mately sold to Queen Charlotte in 1772 by the then owner 
Levett Blackbome. The deed bore date July 4th, 1772 ; the 
purchase money was £20^000, to be paid by 3^eariy instalments 
of jf2,ooa Thus, when the will was made in 1779^ there 
remained unpaid £4^00, which, with other property, the 
testator, not having married, left to his only full brother. Rev. 
Abraham Blackbome ; they both lie in the Richmond vault 
Several Thoroton half-brothers are also mentioned in the will. 
Levett Blackbome died October 13th, 178 1, in which year, says 
Lysons, the King comj)Ieted the purchase at Kew. 

Alderman Richard Levett, the second, does not seem to have 
been in the good graces of his father, the Lord Mayor, and, 
indeed, there is a report that he did not merit them. He diti 
nut inherit either at Kew or in Nottinghamshire. His faiiicr, 
however, had "advanced him in business," and probably he had 
money with his wife, Anne, daughter of Alderman Sir John 
Sweet apple. He di^ November nth, 1740 {dni, Mag^ His 
son, the*Rev. Richard, resumed the roll of Levett parsons. He 
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TWO LORD MAYORS OF LONDON. 

had from his " kinsman/' Dr. Henry Levett,of the Charterhouse, 
freehold and leasehold land at Savemake and Manton, Wilts, 
and was his residuary legatee. Two other clcrfT)'men of the 
same name followed in descent, the latter of whom, through his 
father's marriage, succeeded to the estate of Milford Hall, near 
Stafford, where Captain William Svvinnerton Byrd Levett, 
J. P. and D.L. (sixth in descent from the Lord Mayor) is now 
seated, while the elder brother, perpetuating the family name, 
Richard, has assuuied his mother's surname, Mirchou.->e, and is 
seated at the Hall, Angle, Pembroke. The particulars will be 
found in the pedigree and in Burke's Landed Gentry^ in which 
work is noted another family of Levett, claiming the same origin, 
and resident at Wychnor Park in the same county. 

NOTES TO THE PEDiGREE OF LEVETT. 
Tkt bnken l^ns MieaU conjeUund affinity* 

7 I. Rev. Richard Levett, Vtcar of Timckenham, noted by Newcourt in 
bis Rtpertarium^ is daim cd as an ancestor, but I have not found the oonnecUon* 

2. Jamks Levett, of Melton Mowbray, is named in Oxford University ma- 
triculations as father of Richard Leveit (3). (See Foster's A lumni Oxonienses.) 

3. Rev. Richard Levett is shown by Foster to have been Rector tk 
Newton-in-Aveland, Lincolnshire, and afterwards Rector of AshwcU, 
Rutland ; his reference is Imiex EccL^ apparently bis unpublished work. 
The Rector of Newton does not find Levett in his rei^istcis, which, however, 
at the period in question are nut signed by the oi)iciating clerk, i iie 
Rector of Ashwell finds that Levett was there fironi 1646 to 1660^ and in the 
text I have shown reasons for the conclusion that he was lather of Sir 
Richard, the Lord ^fayo^. 

4* &U VtCbarD X€V€tt» Lord Mayor. The collected evidence (in 
the text) of Le Neve, B, fi. Orridge, and the Ashwell registers show that 
he was son of the Rector of Ashwell. 

5. Vkrv Rkv. Wtl T.iAM Levett, Dean of Bristol, is cla-m? d as brother 
of the Lord Mayor. I n his Oxford matriculation he is simply entered as " Cler. 
FiL* The clerk not improbably was the Rector of Ashwell, and the date of 
the Dean's birth may be taken to indicate him as the younger brother of 
Sir Richanl like him, born previous to his father's coming to Ashwell. 

6. William Levett, of Savemake. His office at Court is shown in tlic 
State Papers^ Donusiic. Burke — and perhaps the family — placchim, i ihink 
erroneously, as the father of the Lord Mayor. That he was a relative, how- 
ever, and also that he was of Savemake, appears in the lact that Dk. Henry 
Lkvktt (8) — whom I presume to have been h?«; t^randson — shows by his will 
that he had land at Savemake which he left to his kinsman," the grandson 
of the Lord Mayor. 

7 and 8. William Levett, of Swindon, is entered as fithcr erf Dr. 
Henkv Llvktt Si in his Oxftir ! matrirulation. Swindon bcirr.: but ten 

miles from Savemake, my conjecture as to the descent is strengthened. 
[To be contiQued.J 
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By Peter de Sandwich. 

[Contintied from p. 186.I 

DOVER DEANERY. 

I S63. It is presented that one John Wood hath a cow due 
to the church, and we can get nothing of him for the same. 

The chancel is in ruin and great decay as well in glass woHi, 
timber, and stone work, as in tiling, and my Lord Grace beii^ 
patron of the same. — (Vol. 1 563-<^.) 

1 569. Abp. Parker's visitation. 

Rectory: — Impropriator, the Abp. of Canterbuiy« 

Vicar: — Dom John Cadman, who is married and resides 

there, he has one benefice and is hospitable as far as he is abk^ 
not a preacher nor has a licence to preach, not a graduate. 
Hosueholders. 2^, Communicants, 130. (Fol 53.) 

That our Vicar ' doth minister the communion in oommon 

bread. 

That our chancel is in decay. 

When our Vicar is at Folkestone we are served with a 
Reader. — (Vol 1569.) 

1572. We present our chancel to be untOed, so that it 
raineth in upon the Communion Tables and the paeons by means 
thereof will not be kept out of the church— (Vol. 1573-4 Acta 
Curiae, fol. 46.) 

1 578. That our Vicar hath not caused to be preached four 
sermons this last year. That our chancel is not sufficiency 
repaired. — (Fol. 10.) 

T. That our Curate doth not say the service orderly, for he 
lea veth out some part of the Psalms, the second lesson; and 
sometimes he comcth to the service and sometimes not. 

' John <>,flman resigned Alkliain in 1594, and became Vicar of Brabourse 
until hisdtaih in i6i6; also Reclor of Biicholt 1596-1616. 
— Hasted, iii, 296, 303. 

Marriage license granted 13 Feb. 1596, to John Cadman, clerk. Vicar of 
Braboume, and Ann Drewe of the Precints of ChristchttTch, Can lerbui y. 
Canterbury Marriage Licenses, Series i, 77. 
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2. We have no smians preached. 

3. We have not the Injunctions read such as we ought to 
have. 

4. Our Curate doth keep away our Injunctions and he 
oweth to the poor box 5 j., which Robert Lusbington did give to 
the poor. — (Vol. iS77-83> fol* 250 

158a See under Badlesmere in Vol. vii, p. 212. 

1582. We do present John Cadman, clerk, Vicar there, for 
that he hath letten his vicarage-house to fall unto crrcat decay, 
so much and so far as in our consciences, twenty marcs at the 
least will not bringf them into so good state as they were when 
he came to be Vicar there, and being often thereof spoken unto 
for the repairing and amending of them doth still neglect to do 
any reparation upon the premises, so if speedy redress he not 
had the chief of the houses will fall down. 

Further we do present the said John Cadman for not serving 
of his cure upon divers Sundays and Holydays since Easter, 
as Easter Monday, Trinity Sunday, the next Sunday after, and 
on Midsummer day, and divers other days, that we cannot now 
call to remembrance ; and some of those days being in good 
health and the parish ready assembled to hear the divine service, 
did neglect to come to the church at all, being in his own house ; 
and nn Trinity SunHa}' hc,havinL; given e arning in thr church 
that there should be a communion ministered on the I rinity 
Sunda}', kept himself absent as before in his house and so 
disappointing the parishioners of the communion and service in 
the afternoon, bread and wine upon the table in readiness. 

We do present our church to lack some tiling, which we 
crave a day fur amendment — (Vol. 1577-83, fol. 74.) 

1585. We present Mr. WooUet for that he hath not 
received neither at Easter last nor since. 

That we have not gone our perambulations because of certain 
controvert betwixt Mr. Paramore and Mr. Hammond for the 
bounds theieof. — (Fol. 2.) 

1 586. Our chancel to be at reparation and lack tiling, which 
Is to be done by Mr. Hamon of Acrise, farmer of the parsonage. 
—(Fol. 26.) 
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1588. Our church leads be broken, but we have com- 
pounded with a plumber to showte * them new in the banning 
of April. 

Our churchyard is out of reparation, for the which we crave 
a day, — (Fol. 62.) 

1589. Edward Johnson for that he denieth to pay towards 
the reparation of our church as he is cessed by the parishioners. 
— (Fol. 74.) 

1590. That the upper roof of the vicarage is blown down 
with the great wind. Our chancel wantcth some tiling. — 
(Fol. 83.) 

We present that our vicarage-house is in great decay, and 
half the house is fallen down and the rest is like to fall also^ 
without we can crave your speedy assistance for some remedy 
therein, it hath been presented tliis twelve or thirteen years 
from time to time. — (Fol. 97,) 

1592. That Robert VVoollett hath not received the com- 
munion this Easter last past by reason of sickness at that time 
as we know, and since then there hath l>ccn no communion, but 
he hopeth to be ready when the next is. — (Fol. 142.) 

1593. We find and present that our Vicar, in the adminis- 
tration of the Holy Sacrament did leave the same, and contend 
with the cluMchwardcn for the bottle of wine that should t)cleft, 
and after some words between them he told ihc cliurcluvarden 
that he would be even with him, and so put off his surplice and 
went his way without giving of thanks^ according to the order 
set down in the book. 

2. The vicar^-house is in great decay and hath been 
long, the bam the two main posts be broken, the reeson * is 
broken, the two great doors be gone, and so the bam standeth 
on shores,3 one stable-house by estimation twenty foot long and 
twelve foot wide clean gone, the yard was well enclosed with a 
good pale, the pales, posts, and rails be all clean gone^ so that 
his yard and all the ground about the house lieth open to the 

■ Probably "shot," to cast, often used of bells. 

• Rezon is the wall-plate. 

' Shore, a pn^, stmt, or support (See Diet, Kentish Dialid.) 
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streets and fields, to the great trouble of his neighbours ; the 
inside of his mansion-house, he will not sufifer us to see. 

3. We present that our Vicar will be sometimes extreme 
drunk. 

4. Our Vicar saith that he hath bought the vicarage of 
Alkham and Caple of the Queen, and paid therefore within 
these two or three years one hundred marcs, and further saith 
.... up>on them that can put him by it, and .... upon the 
head of the best of them, and then they shall be found higher. 

4. Our Vicar is a malicious, contentious, and an un- 
charitable person, seeking the unjust reputation of his neigh- 
bours, wishing that every cuckhold that he did know in Alkham 
had such a pair of horns growing upon his head, namely a pair 
of stags-horns standing in Spritwell Hall in Dover, and also 
saying that if he could bear with drunkenness, whoredom, and 
papist rie f.f/<c:^ he could live merrily enough, which words are 
great grief unto the whole parish. — (Vol. 1585-92, fol. 168.) 

We have no cushion for our pulpit nor cloth for the same, 
nor ever had to our knowledge.— -(FoL 17.) 

We know not whether our Register Book be duly kept, nor 
whether the Minister do enter tl^ marriages, christenings, and 
burials therein as is required, for that our Minister, Mr. Cadman, 
would not bring his key to open the chest by the space of 12 or 
1 3 weeks together, being often asked for the same. 

The vicarage-house and edifices which we present to be in 
like decay as when we last presented the same, that is greatly 
out of reparation. — (P'ol. 18). 

We, the churchwardens of the parish, do jHcscnt that our 
Vicar, Mr. Cadman, doth say Fridays and Weiliicsdays service 
very seldom, and many times tlic clerk towleth (j"/< ) the bell, 
and he givcth to the clerk threatening words for so doing, saying 
that the clerk was a knave and that he would teach him tlic way 
to Canterbury for his labour. And some of our parish complain 
that do dwell far off, that they would come oftner to the church, 
if they might be sure to have service at their coming. For 
because they have on divers Wednesdays and Fridays of late 
come to church to hear service and gone home without any, to 
their great grief, trouble and oirence.----(Fol. 19). 

1594* Our Register Book is not yet reformed according to 
your order heretofore given in Court to Mr. Cadman, that he 
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should surrender all such notes as are in hts keeping, and where 
anything wanteth to cause the crfficc to be searched for the 
perfecting of the same our book, and therefore we present Mr. 
Cadman for his default and negligence. — (Fol. 33). 

1596. Henry Fagg for that on Sunday being the 27th of 
June last past, he went with his waggon, and brought home a 
load of wood to the ^reat offence of many which noted his 
misbehaviour therein. — (Fol. 56). 

I j;97. Touching Recusants we present that we have in oar 
parisli one Mr*;. VVooUett the wife of Daniel VVoollett, gent., 
who hath not been at her parish churcli by the space of this 
munth and more, and therefore we present her for a recusant, 
but she hath been called before the High Commission and also 
indited heretofore at the Quarter Sessions, and her husband 
standeth bound In both places for her appearance whensoever 
she shall be called, notwithstanding for our oaths sake we think 
it our duty to present her. 

On 25 February when Daniel Woollett appeared in Court, he 
stated : — That it is in respect of her conscience that she hath 
thus absented herself; and he humbly era veth that some learned 
minister may be assigned to confer with her in that behalf.^ 
(Fol. 68). 

The mansion hnn"c of our vicnrRf^e is greatly gone to decay. 

The wife of John Joulie of our parish who conieth to church 
orderl>', but refuseth as yet to receive the communion. — (VoL 
1585-92, part 2, fol. 69). 

1603. The church is untiled; the churcli )ard is not \%-cll 
fenced, and the church Bible is old and all turn. — (Fol. 1 1). 

John Collard for not paying his cess. The chancel is unttkd 
and the glass windows broken, and the pavement uncovered and 
lyii^ very undecently. — (Fol. 12). 

1604. The wife of Daniel Woollett of our parish, and 

Mistress Norden, widow, for that thqr have refused to come to 
our parish churcli of Alkham by the space of these three months 
last past — (Fol. 46). 

1605. The ten commandments we have not set up in the 
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church, but we purpose to have them out of hand. 

A table of duress in marriages forbidden we have not yet, 
but we mean to have it shortly. — (Vol 1602-9^ fol, 56). 

The Bill of Recusants in Alkham Parish. 17 April, 1605:— 
Mrs. Woollett, the wife of Daniel Woollett, gent 
Mistress Nordern, sister to Mrs. Wr>f>llett. 
Elisabeth Pordage, n young gentlewoman of sixteen 

years of age or tliercal^outs. 
Elisabeth Best, a young maiden about fifteen years old. 

— (Vol. 1604-5, foJs. 82-3). 

1607. Elisabeth Woollett, wife of Daniel Woollett, and 
Sarah Norden, widow, for that they neglect and refuse to 
frequent divine service celebrated In our church, by the space 
of three months and more time. — (Fol. 123). 

1608 That John Neale, the butcher of the parish of Alkham, 

doth use excessive drinking and is often drunk, to the oflence 
of well disposed people. — (Vol. 1602-9. fol. 16). 

16 10. Richard Heelie, of Swingfield, upon a Sunday 

within this month last past came into the church of Alkham 
in time of di\ ine-service, and then and there with a loud 
voice, being as it is thought drunk, cry or sing out ' hay 
downe deree, deree, Heree,' to the e^reat disturbance and 
admiration' of the minister and parishioners assembled. — (Pol. 
32). 

1624. William Woollett is esteemed a common drunkard 
and ale-house haunter, a most fearful and horrible blasphemer 
and a veiy bad and lewd liver, to the infinite scandal of all good 
christians and all civil honest men. 

Also he seldom or never resorteth to the church on Sabbath 
Days : and also Simon Omit, carpenter ; but these and others 
get even on these days together to drinking [until] drunk, both 
in the ale-house and other houses also. 

Also William Woollett for not paying the clerk's wages these 
two years past, which amounteth unto sixteenpence every year. 
— (VoL 1619-32, foL 78). 

' Admiration, the action of wondering' or marvdling, wonder, astonish- 
ment, surprise. — //ui. Eng. Dig, (Dr. Murray). 
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163a We present Mr. John Roberts, one of the Aldennen 
of the dty of Canterbury, for refusing to pay his cess (being 4;.) 
made for and towards the reparation of our parish church.— 
(Vol. 1628-30, fol. 255)b 

163 1. I, Adam Hamon, churchwarden of Alkham, do 

present John Fajr^r of the same, for refusing to pay 20J., being 
for one half year's rent of certain lands, given towards the 
reparation of our parish-church, and being in his occupation tili 
Michaelmas last past — (Vol 1585-1636, fol. 166). 

1634. We present John Hamon for holdin}:;^ a piece of land 
g^ven to the churclj, against the goodwill of the now church- 
wardens, having usually let the same, and refuseth to pay so 
much rent as is offered by ten shillings for it ; and further we 
present him for cutting down a tree growing on the said lands, 
and with-holding the same from the diurch. — (FoL 20), 

I, Samuel Pownall, Vicar of Alkham, do present Stepheo 
Richards and Adam Hamon, the churchwardens, for that the 
body of the church is not well and sufficiently repaired, for that 
it rains in, in many places to the rotting of the timber and tbe 
wallsi and defacing of the buttresses. — (FoL 2i> 

1635. Our <;teeple lacketh some shingleinjj. and our chancci 
wall lacketh some reparations, 5;o that the rain beateth and 
Cometh in there, and which defect of our chancel is in default 
of Wilham Ncthersole, farmer of our parsonage. — (Vol 1585- 
1636, part2, foL 26). , 

On the 19 day uf October, i68l Stephen lUkcr and William | 
Badcoke, churchwardens of Alkham, appeared in the Ardi- 
deacon's Court and said : — ^That they have sold away two of j 
their bells belonging to the parish church of Alkham, wfakli 
they confessed that they did by the consent of the chief of tlie 
Inhabitants of Alkham, and others who occupied land in the 
parish, sell away and dispose of two bells belonging to tlie 
parish church of Alkham (which were cracked and aitogether 
useless) for the value of £60 or there abouts, which sum they 
have laid out and expended in the repairing and amending of | 
the steeple and church of Alkham. Finally they alleged that 
the steeple being very ruinous and like to fall down, whkh if it 
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had fallen would have beat down the greatest part of the body 
of the church, and the body of the church being out of repair in 
the shingleing, and the inhabitants of the parish being veiy 
poor and not able to repair and amend the same. 

The Judge ordered that the churchwardens and their 
successors do every half-year (the first half-year ending at Our 
Lady-day next ) make a cess upon the parish at the rate of six- 
pence in the to continue so lon^ and until a competent sum 
of money shall be raised in the parish, for the buying and 
hanging of two tunable hells of good metal, containing the 
same weight wliich those two bells sold by the churchwardens 
weighed as in their account exliibited, nineteen hundred weight 
and twenty pounds ; and that such sum being raised they do 
forthwith buy and hang the two bells in the room and stead of 
those two belb so sold ; and lastly that the churchwardens for 
the time being do give an account of what shall be from time 
to time done» into this Court' — (Vol. 1659-86, fol. 269)^ 
CTo be oontiniwd.] 



WANSTEAD AND ITS PARK. 

By Ouver S. Dawson. 

[ContuMed ftoon p. S13.] 




S already stated, the manor of VVanstead, with adjacent 
land became the property of another VVellesley, and 

eventually of Lord Cowley. 



Nothing now remains of the house; some farm 
buildings are still to be seen at the rear of Wanstead Church 
and a building called ** the Temple/' which stands to the east 
of the Refre&ment Chilet, and the Grotto. The garden has 
been ploughed into grazing land. 

At this stage the Corporation of London purchased the 
ornamental portion of the estate, now known as Wanstead Park 
(comprising the woods, waters, and heronry, made by Sir 
Richard Child), and conveyed it to the £pping Forest Com- 
mittee in trust for the people. 

' Alkham church had four bells cast in 1683, but one of them was recast 
in 1873. — Church Bells of Kent^ p* i3i> 
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The portion purchased contained about 1 84 acres. It was 

effected by an exchange of fifty acres (of c^reat value for 
building purposes, but of little or no value to the public) and 
the payment of i,8,ooo as a makeweight to Lord Cowley, the 
latter agreeing to fence off the park from his other land and to 
make a road a mile long to give access to the park at either 
end, to Forest Gate at one end and Snaresbrook at the other. 

The park is practically, therefore, an addition to Epping 
Forest, but the grounds round the great lakes are closed at 
night 

Wanstead Park was formally opened to the public hy the 
Epping Focest Committee on August ist, 1882. 

The City Press, in the report of the proceedings, says :— 
It may not inappropriately be termed the finishing touch to 
the work of the Corpoiation in the east of London." 

Mr. Deputy Hora, the chairman of the Epping Forest Com- 
mittee, in the absence of the Duke of Connaught (the Chief 
Ranger), performed the ceremony of declaring the park open. 
He said that *' Her Majesty the Queen had opened Epping 
Forest to the people on May 6th, aiu! tliatthey Cthe Comm itce) 
were present that day to open the beautiful grounds of 
Wanstead Park, also for the public use for ever, thus completing 
the work which the Corporation had been engaged in for some 
years, and by which a stop was put to the encroachment wh^h 
had been going on. Wanstead Park consisted of about 1S4 
acres, of which thirty acres were ornamental water." 

In securing this (nrk on the southern side of Epping Foresti 
the Corporation made a great acquisition in favour of t^ publiCt 
This beautiful piece of woodland and water was necessaijr 
to rdieve the flatness of this portion of the county, and place 
the people living in the south on equal terms with those who 
lived in the north portion of the forest. 

The park is maintained in its wild and rustic appearuioft 
No attempt has been made to cut or trim it into a garden, 
except the nccessarj^ clearance of such underwood as wouW 
tend to destroy the growth of the trees. 

The uniform dress of the keepers is that pertaining to the 
forest, and not to the park. 

TA£ Grotto, 

The remains of the grotto will be found near the lakes. At 
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the time of pulling down the house in 1822, this erection was 
apparently overlooked. It was a beautiful structure in a style 
which was fashionable in the last century. A chamber with a 
domed roof was encrusted with pebbles, shells, stalactite"^, 

crystals, and looking f^lasses; and a fine painted window added 
at ^rc.it expense by the Countess of Morninp^ton The tessella- 
ted pavement is made of the small bones of deer. It is stated 
to have cost not less than ^40,000, but it is to be ho|jec:l that 
this is an exaggeration. In the Benuiies o f England it is stated 
that the cost of the structure of this grutto was £2,000, 
independent of its costly material. It was considered finer 
than the grotto connected with Tope's Villa at Twickenham, 
ao often referred to in books of history and poetry. It was 
burnt down in November, 1S84. 

Situated upon the border of the lakes» the view from its 
windows must have been enchanting. An old map shows that 
the river Roding formerly flowed through this lake^ which was 
then at a lower level. At a subsequent date the course of the 
river, which now bounds the park on that side, was cut to 
enable the level of the lake to be raised, an operation which 
had the effect of widening the channels and partly submeiging 
a curious structure called "The Fortification." 

From a plan dated 1735, in the possession of the trustee'^ for 
the Earl of Mornington, and prepared by a French landscape 
gardener named Roche, who seems to have had the idea of 
converting Wanstcad into another Versailles, it appears that 
several other rectangular sheets of water were projected, which 
were not carried out. 

Thg Hiromy, 

One of the most interesting features of the park is the herony. 
The birds originally made their home on the island in the 
Heroniy Pon£ from which fact the pond derives its name, 
but many years ago they migrated to the Lincoln Island^ 
where th^ have ever since built their nests at the top of the 
highest trees. 

In moving from the old home to the new, the herons un» 
questionably exercised an instinct which is strongly akin to 

reason, for there cannot be two opinions as to which is the most 
desirable place of abor!e. These birds usually come to the 
heronry about the beginning of February, and at once begin 
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patching up their old nests, or building fresh ones. Although 
a few remain through the winter, the greater number leave the 
heronry towards the middle of the summer. The admission of 
the puljlic to the park does not seem to have interfered with 

their breeding. 

The Heronry Lake was rfconstructed and enlargfed during 
the winter of 1906-7. 1 he work was done by the imemployed, 
under the direction of the West Ham Distress Committee. The 
cost was i,^ 1 0,400, and 2,022 men altogether were employed 
for various periods. The enlarged lake now covers an area of 
I2| acres, with an average depth of from 3ft 6in. to 4rt. ; the 
water is supplied from the Shoulder of Mutton Pond. One of 
the islands was much increased in size^ and a new one was made^ 
called BuxtoA Island. The opening ceremony was performed 
on July 6th, 1907, by Alderman and Mrs. Spcatt, the Mayor 
and Mayoress of West Ham. Mrs. Spratt was presented with 
a numbor of flint arrow-heads which were found during the 
excavation. 

Although the park is diversified with grassland and wood, 
coppice and lawn, the lakes form its chief attraction. Upon 
some, boating, fishing, or bathing is permited. Others are 
preserved as much as possible in the natural state to which 
time brought them during the period from 1822 to 1882. It is 
itn|>ossib!e to describe in words the charm of the lakes, or even 
to portray their beauties by photography. To sit near the 
Grotto as the dusk falls on a summer evening is an experience 
which can never be forgotten. Instead of attempting to portray 
it, I urge my readers to visit the spot and enjoy it for them- 
selves. 

It Is somewhat unfortunate that in the purchase a little 
jmore could not have been done as to the matter of entrance. 
Thus 6nom the Snaresbrook side, it would appear that a 
very easy and natural entrance could have been made by con- 
tinuing the road leading to Wanstead Church, which ends 
abruptly at the church gates ; and presuming this had been 
done, the old park gates could have been utilised for the visitor? 
coming from tlie north portion of Leytonstone by the footpath 
Indeed, one wonders why the pond in front of \\'anstead Church, 
the one which was before the old house, was not taken into the 
park grounds. A convenient entrance, however, has been 
opened in the Blake Hall Road, which serves for the Leyton- 
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stone folk, opposite the Evelyn Avenue^ and visitors from 
Forest Gate can either use this or the one in the bridle road 
from Wanstead to Ilford, near Lake's Farm. From Ilford and 
and Manor Park the easiest entrance is across Wanstead Flats. 

Roman AntiquiUes. 

On the south side of the lower part of the gardens of 
Wanstead, nearly adjoining Aldersbrook, a tessellated pavement 
was discovered in 171 5, by some labourers, when digging holes 
to plant an avenue of trees from the gardens. The owner 
would not at the time permit it to be laid quite bare. Its 
extent from north to south was about twenty feet, and from 
east to west about sixteen feet It consisted of small squares 
of brick and marble of divers colours, and from an inch to an 
inch and a quarter square. The outside was a border about a 
foot broad, composed of red tesserae about three-quarters of 
an inch square, within which were several ornaments, and in 
the centre a figure of a man mounted on some bout and 
holding something in his right hand. This pavement was 
situated on a gentle gravel ascent towards the north, and at a 
small distance from the south end of it was a spring or well of 
fine water, now nbsorbed in one of the great lakes. From this 
well the ground rose gradually towards the south till it came to 
an exact level, which reaches a long way. On the very brink 
of this level, and about three hnndred yards directly south 
from the before-mentioned well and pavement, were the remains 
of some brick foundations ; and some years after, upon making 
further improvemeiUs, the workmen found broken pots and 
fragments of urns of different kinds of earth, some brown, some 
white, but all of coarse clay, and many pieces of brick, which 
proved there had been a building there, and many calcined 
human bones, teeth, etc. A small copper coin of the Emperor 
Valens, a silver medal and another copper coin estimated to be 
of the Constantlne age, were likewise found here. Mr. Smart 
Lethieullier considered the pavement to have been that of a 
banqueting room belonging to a Roman ^lla and that the 
place where the urns and bones were found was probably the 
mausoleum of some private family, whose villa stood on more 
elevated ground, probably where Wanstead House stood. The 
presence of the urns sii^iiifkcl that the bodies were burnt, for 
although burning was abolished by the Komans and burying 
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adopted, it took some time for Christianity to become estab- 
lished, and for the act of burial to become generaL 

How the Park wds purchased for the People^ 

It should never be forgotten that it was due to the stupendous 
efforts of the Corporation of London, brought about mainly by 
the untiring labours of Mr. Jolm T. Ikdford, that VVanstead 
Park and Epping Forest was secured to the people. 

It will not be out of place to record this memorable struggle^ 
and the way in which the Corporation were able to find money 
for the purchase of the Forest and Wanstead Park. 

In ancient times the Corporation possessed the right to 
measure and tax all com that entered the port of London. 
Modem Innovations in the com trade made this regulation veiy 
irksome ; so, after consultation with the members of the com 
trade;, the Corporation consented to up its right, which 
produced about ;^9,ooo a year, if Parliament would grant it a 
small tax for a limited period upon foreign corn entering the 
port, the proceeds of 'A'hich they undertook to devote to the 
preservation of open spaces. This was accordingly done, and in 
1872 an Act was passed, and under its provisions the Corjjora- 
tion was empowered for thirty years to levy a tax of three* 
quarters of a farthing upon every hundredweight of corn 
entering the port of London. 

Taxes are considered obnoxious things, as a rule, and this 
one was described as ** a grievous burden upon the food of the 
poor," but as It Is necessaiy to eat seventy-five half-quartern 
loaves before the tax amounts to one farthing, it is not one tiiat 
many people could object to. And as it chanced that most of 
our com at the time of the purchase of Epping Forest and Wan- 
stead came from America, it may fairly be stated that the 
American farmers bought Epping Forest and Wanstead Park 
for us, an act of generosity on their part which we appreciate 
none the less because they probably knew nothing about it 
Such is the enormous trade in foreign corn, however, that this 
insignificant tax brings in over i.40,000 a year. 

Now, the lords of the manors about lapping Furest had 
certain ancient rights of pasturage and pannage in the Forest 
Not satislicd with this, they shamefully encroached np iii the 
forest land, putting up fences around sucli pieces adjacent to 
then own property as seemed to them desirable to make such 
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property the more valuable. The Governments of those days 
were criminally careless in looking after the public rights. 
Between the years 1854 and 1863 they had grossly sold the 
Crown rights in the Forest for some ;^i8,ooo (less than £$ 
acre), and where the mon^ went to has never been found out 
to this day. In 1850 the Forest comprised almost 6^ocx> acres. 
During the ensuring twenty years* half this area was surrounded 
by fences and partly built upon. 

It was in 1871 that the battle for the people began. Public 
opinion had been excited considerably by the barefaced 
robberies. A right reverend Bishop had, for instance, enclosed 
one little acre. A reverend gentleman, the shepherd of a 
neighbouring flock, had completely enclosed one thousand 
acres — wortli to him, if he could only have stuck to it, about 
£iSo,ooo. It is interesting to know that, having completed 
his little job, on the following Sunday he preached to his 
amused congregation (who knew all about it) from the text, 
" The love of money is the root of all evil.'* A noble and right 
honourable Earl appropriated five hundred and seventy acres, 
and when called to account, indignantly denied it, and stated 
through his agent that he had only five hundred and sixty-three 
acres. A gallant admiral had not only enclosed a goodly 
portion of the Forest, but had announced his intention of 
cutting down the timber on it. The Court of Chancery, 
ho\vever, soon showed him that, though he could " shiver 
timbers," he could not shiver the timbers of the people. 

It is all very well for a public body to sympathise with a 
movement, but it cannot always show its sympathy in a 
practical way. The Corporation, f iul) ably through some of 
its members living in the neighbouiiiood, knew of the growing 
agitation. Cogitations followed, and by a bit of luck the Cor- 
poration found itself in position to take up and light the battle 
of the people. 

On the east side of Wanstead lies the City of London 
Cemetery. It is remarkable that this last resting place of the 
dead became the stepping-stone to the restoration of Epping 
Forest to the living ; for, if the land for this cemetery had not 
been acquired by the Corporation (the City Commission of 
Sewers), it would not have been in the position l^ally to main- 
tain the right to break down the encroachments of the land- 
grabberSb 
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The land upon which the cemetery was made was the ancient 
Manor of Aldersbrook, and in the time of James I the lord oC 
thb manor claimed for himself and his tenants the right of 
common and pasture for their heasts, throughout the length and 

breadth of the forest wastes. 

Upon this the Cnrporation, when it had resolved to help the 
public, based its claim to interfere, ;ind so the City authorities 
gave instructions for the preparation of a Hill in Chancery to 
dispossess these pirates of the land they had stolen. 

During the Chancery proceedings, injunctions were obtained 
against the various defendants to prevent furtlicr damage. One 
of these was the gallant admiral ahcady mentioned. Another 
was a man, caught red-handed, so to speak, who, plough in 
hand, was breaking up what is caUed Bush Wood, at Warhead, 
where the great avenues ate a most glorious spot Although 
he stated he was only breaking up an odd comer, it was fooad 
he had taken a lease of the whole place at 301; an acre, on the 
condition that he broke it all up. 

It was not until 1874 that the chancery suit was ready to be 
tried. It had taken three years to prepare the case. There were 
seventeen defendants. It was tried before the Master of the 
Rolls, Sir George Jessel, and occupied twenty-three days in the 
hearing. It was a serious moment for the Corporation whrr 
the Judge commenced his judgment, for if the day was lost, the 
costs would amount to ;^ 100,000. 

But the matter was not loncf left in doubt. Sir George 
Jessel's decision was clear and ernpliatic. " These persons [the 
defendants] have taken what did not belong to them, without 
the consent of the owners, and have applied it to their own 
purpose, and have endeavoured to support their title by a large 
amount of false evidence.** It was fortunate for the worthy 
bishop, reverend minister, noble earl and gallant admiral that 
these words had not been uttered at the Old Bailey, for if they 
had, picking oakum, with the treadmill as a physical recreatkn, 
might have been their reward. 

No attempt was ever made to upset Sir George JesseTs 
judgment. Important as the decision was, it was not all, foe it 
left matters at a curious point For it was stated during the 
trial that even if the Corporation gained the day it would stop 
encroachment by the lords of the manors, but it would net 
enable the public to have access to and enjoy the forest. TU 
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law as to common land was stated by Sir William Harcourt 
(who was one of the counsel in the case) to be this : ** No one 
has a legal right to go on a common* but if he chooses to go on 
no one has a l^al right to turn him off.'* I have put in this 
singularly beautiful bit of old English law so that it shall not 
be lost to coming generations. 

The Corporation, flushed with victory, determined that no 
doubt should remain as to Epping Forest As s on as the 
case was settled, steps were taken to buy up the rights of the 
lords of the manors, costing io,ooo, and the Corporation 
therefore became the owner of the land, as trustees for the 
pci ij le. The ultimate result was, that about 5,530 acres were 
secured to the public. The entire cost to the Corporation was 
about i^247,ooo. 

Wans t tad Church. 

Wanstead Church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, was re- 
paired and enlaiged in the early part of the last centuiy, 
principally at the expense of the first Lord Tylney; but^ 
being still found small and incommodious, it was resolved, 
at the instance of Dr. Glasse, the then Rector, to pull it 
down and build a new church on a laiger scale, nearly ad- 
joining the old site. This church was finished in 1 790. 
The expense of building the Church was £%QQO. The 
subscriptions received amounted to £^000^ the remainder 
being raised by a tontine. The building is of brick, cased 
with Portlnnrl stone, and having a portico of the Doric order. 
At the west end is a cupola, supported by eight Ionic columns. 
The inside is extremely neat and elegant. It consists of 
chancel, nave, and two aisles, supported by columns of the 
Corinthian order. 

The pavement, which is remarkable for its beauty, is of 
stone brought from Painswick, n\ Gloucestershire. In the 
chancel is a beautiful window of stained glass, representing our 
Saviour bearing the Cross, from the picture at Magdalen 
College. In the east window of the north aisle are the royal 
arms ; in the south, the arms of the late Sir John Tylney-Long, 
Bart In the chancel is a superb monument in white marble, 
to the, memory of Sir Josiah Child, Bart., who died in 1699; it 
was removed from the old church, and consists of a recumbent 
life-size figure. 

383 



Digitized by Googlc 



VVANSTEAD AND ITS PARK, 

In the churchyard was buried, in 164/, John Saltmaish, 
a noted Puritan and divine. 

Wanstead is rich in memories of celebrated persons. Dr. 
Pound, Rector from 1707 to 1724, was a great scientist, 
especially in astronomy, and a personal friend of Sir Isaac 
Newton, who visited him there. Sir Isaac Nevrton v,as ihc 
founder of the house of oj)ticians of that name, and his de- 
scendants still carry on business in Fleet Street, close to the 
Strand. When the maypole, which once flourished in the 
Strand, was taken out in 17 17, it was purchased by Sir Isaac, 
iuui presented to Dr. Pound, who had it erected in Wanstead 
Park, a.iid used it as a support for his telescope, which at that 
time was the largest known — 125 feet long. Still greater even 
than Dr. Pound was his nephew, James Bradley, who aito- 
wards became Astronomer RoyaU He studied a method of 
calculating the velocity of light 

Lak$ House. 

At a short distance to the south-west of the site of Wanstead 
House stood a building called Lake House; This was built to 
be an appendage to Wanstead House, and was originalU' a 
banqueting hall or summer house. In it for many years Tom 
Hood resided. The house was more generally known as the 
Russian farm. In a description of this building by Thomas 
Hood, jun., in a memoir of his father, the author writes: "The 
fact was, it had been formerly a sort of banqueting hall to 
Wanstead Park, and the rest of the house was sacrificed to one 
great room, which extended all along the back. There was a 
beautiful chimney-piece carved in fruit and flowers, by Grinling 
Gibbons, and the ceiling bore traces of painting. Sevenl 
quaint Watteau-like pictures of the seasons were panelled oo 
the walls, but it was all in a shocking state of repair. In the 
twilight the rats used to come and peep out of the holes in the 
wainscot There were two or three windows, whilst a door Is 
the middle opened on to a flight of steps leading into a pleasant 
wilderness of a garden, infested by hundreds of rabbits 600 
the warren close by. From the windows one could citch 
lovely glimpses of forest scenery, especially one fine aspcr 
avenue. In the midst of the garden lay a little lake, froir 
which the house took its name, surrounded by ht^^b ma«^«=e- ' 
rhododendrons. It was in this house that Hood wrote tb<> 
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novel, Tilnty Hall, much of the descriptive scenery being taken 
from Wanstead and its neighbourhood, and here he also wrote 
a little volume containing a poem, entitled Tht Epping Hunt" 

Wanstead Flats. 

This expanse of four hundred acres, formerly a very favourite 
place for the gipsy tribe, lies southward of Wanstead Park, and 
is frinj^ed on its south side by Forest Gate and Manor Park. 
It was secured by the Government for military operations. 
George III held a review of io,ocx> troops on the flats in the 
early part of the last century, and military displays continued 
dcvwn to 1874. 

During recent periods of depression in trade, a good deal of 
labour has been spent upon tiie flats in draining and making 
suitable grounds for cricket and tennis. Excellent as such an 
idea may be, It should not be permitted to go too far. 

This magnificent stretch of flat land is remarkable for the 
purity and freshness of its air, and the privilege to roam at 
will over it is more valuable than that a few places should be 
reserved for cricket, etc. It is a curious fact that a straight line 
from Wanstead Flats to a point easterly of the North Pole 
would not pass any town or large village in England, nor would 
any other inhabited country be touched. When the wind is in 
this quarter, it comes to Wanstead singularly crisp and clean. 

Wesi Ham Park. 

In addition to Epping Forest and Wanstead Park, the 
Corporation also contributed to West Ham Park £17,000 out 
of the fund available for open spaces. The cost of maintenance 
of these paries is, however, paid for out of its private purse. 
The management of West Ham Park is also vested In the 
Epping Forest Committer and the Wanstead Flats and 
Wanstead Park may be said to form the starting point of 
Epping Forest 
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THE following extracts relate to a dinner of the Proctoa 
in the Court of Arches on March ist, 1 728. The- details 
of management, costs, bill of fare, consumption of wines; 
and so on, are very quaint and interesting ; while tbe 
lists of officials, etc, are probably not to be found dsewhere. Tlie 
documents are preserved at the Public Record Office, among 
tbe papers of the Admiralty Court, Miscellanea, Bundle 814. 

gth pchry^ ,^27 ' : — At a General Meeting of all the Genllemen 
who have receiv'd his Grace of Canterbury's Fiat to be admitted 
Procurators in the Court of Arches, it was agreed that W* Brovac^ 

one of thai Number, should be Treasurer of the money mtendcJ :c 
be depoaiicd upon Acc' of the Entertainment to be made to the 
Judges, Advocates, Proaors, &c, of the Com"*^. [Le., Doctors' 
CommoDs.] 

Ordei'd that five Guineas be now depomted hy ead of the awi 

Gentlemen in the hands of the said Treasurer. 

And the same was deposited accordingly, amounting in tbe wbok 
to Ninety-five Gumeas* 

Order'd that a Comittee of 6 of the above Gentlemen be diOKi 
by -vriy nf !!;il1()tt to manage the entertainment, and the Trtistrr^r 
to repori upon whom the Majority falls. That a Sume erf One 
Guinea and no more be expended at each meeting. 

The Treasurer to preside if he thinks proper ; tbe said Coauaitne 
to be sunimonM to meet by the Treasurer. 

The Treasurer reported that the Majority of votes for the 
Committee is as follows : for M' White, M' Collins, Saytr, 
M' S' £Ioy, M' Cesar, and M« Skelton, and they were appoiotsd 
accordingly. 

Tuesday, 13*^ Fcb^, 1727 :— Order'd that M' Bowler MiUer be 
the Cook for the entertainment of the Judges, Advocates, &c, apd 
that he b. sj o to prepare a Bill of Fair for 4 Tables by Monday 
next, vii', for the Judges, Advocates, and Proctors, also for the 
Proctors now admitted, for the Gentlemen who are out of tb** 
tiroes, and for the Articled Clcrkes. 

And that M' Lampson, the porter of the House, be desired to give 
in a List of the numbers by Saturday next 

Order'd that White, Collins, S' Eloy, andthe Treasurer go to- 
morrow at 4 to M' Stonier, Wine Merchant, to last his Frenvh 
Wine, and if they approve thereof to buy a Hhd. 

And that M' Sayer, M' Cesar, M' Skelton and Treasurer, f 
about the same hour on Saturday next to M' Reeves, Pomri^^ 
Merchant, to tast his Port Wynes, and if approved of to purdt^ 
a Hhd. 

' 17-7-8 must be understood throughout ; tfie new style was not adopte* 

in England until 1 752. 
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Ag^rced to allow M' I'erkins (ul for ever>' bottle of wine draok in 
his house (that is not bought oi hiin) and also the bottles. 

W e dnesday, the Feb"*, 1727 : Agreed with M' Stonier for 

T2 Gall, of Old Hock at \ \s. per Gall, and with Mouns*^ L'Eglise for 
a Hhd of Chateau Margeau at forty Guineas, to be bottled on the 
Feast day in aurora, 

Thursday, the 15**' Feb'', 1727 :— Attended the Dean [of Arches] 
who appointed Friday the 1 *' of March next, at 2 in the afternoon, for 
the entertainment, and recommended it to the Comittee for the good 
of the Society to make dunce of good urme upon tbat occasion, and 
afterwards ai^oui'd the Comittee to the afternoon to consider of the 
same. 

Saturday, 17* Feb'', 1727 : — This Comittee went to M' Reeves's 
vaults, in Clement's Lane and Miles Lane, to tast his ports, and 
afterwarr!<^ tn Mr r>ri(!gen's vaults, near Tower Street) but came to 
no resolution thereupon. 

Monday, 1 19*^ Feb^ :-.M' Miller the Cook, ddtver'd in a BiU 
of Fare for the entertainment on the i** of March next, which, with 

some amendments, was agreed to, the whole charge thereof 
amounting to j^55 os. od.^ exclusive of the use of the Horn Tavern, 
fitting, &C. 

Went the same day to M' Smith's, Wine Merchant, to tast his 

ports, but not being in town agreed to go thither again on 
Wednesday morning ; and afterwards to meet M' Miller at the 
Home, in order to settle with M' Perkins what he is to provide at 
the entertainment, and upon what considenition. 

Wednesday, the 21" Feb^^ Tasted M' Smith's Ports, hut he not 
being at home, to meet him in the evening, to agree for a Hhd. 
port. 

Agreed witii Mr. Perkins to provide on the i^^ of March at the 
entertainment, Bread, Beer, Linen, Knives, Forkes, Spoons, Glasses, 
Pewter, fircmg, Oylc, vinegar. Salt, and Candles ; also to have the 
use of the house and proper attendants, in consideration thereof to 
be allowed ten pence per head Ibr every person that sits down at the 
four Tables. Then adjour'd til Fryday next, in order to settle the 
Report to be made at the General Meeting, which is appointed to be 
on Monday, the 26*^ instant, at 6 in the evening. 

Agreed that 3 doien of Canary and 3 doienof Sheny be provided 
by M' Perkins for the entertainment 

Fryday, the 23*^ Feb'', 1727 : — An Estimate of the expenses 
of iht entertainment and of the meetings upon diat account was 
then made and agreed to, amoonting to j6I73 i?^- and the same 
to be laid before the Gentlemen at the General Meeting on Monr^nv, 
the 2(i^ instant, at 6 of the clock ; and that the Treastuer let them 
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have nnt'cc thereof ; and that they are then to dqx>site in his loads 
Four Uuincaii more upon account of the entertainment. 

Monday, y' 26*** Fcb^^, 1727;— At the General Meeting this 
evening, the IVill of P'are for 4 Tables at the entertainment wis 
presorted by the Committee, and approved of by the C(»Dpaa]ri 
also an estimate of whole wtpensca of the said entettanmeiit 
was presented amounting to ;^I73 17X. 2d^ and 'twas then agreed to 
make a funhcr depo itc nf four Guincns each, in the hands of the 
Treasurer, and Uic same was then deposited accordingly, amoiintiqg 
10 jC79 od.f and received by the Treasurer. 

Ordered that M' Perkins procure 6 persons to attend 6tt vffa 
Tables, 2 for the Gentlemen out of their times, and 2 for the Clerb : 
and that the Committee, if they think At, may provide I doc and ^ 
or two doxen of Champain or Burgundy. 

The Bill of Fare was as follows : — 

A Dinner for the Gentlemen of Doctoi't OMnmoos, March ihe 

1% 1727. 

3 Dishes of Salmon and Smelts. 

2 Turkeys h la Daube widi LoaveSb 

3 Chines of Lamb with Olives. 
2 Orange Torts with Egg Pyes. 

2 Hamms with Chickens. 

3 Dishes of Tongue and Udder. 

2 Batalio Pyes. 

4 Dishes of Asparaguss and Sweetbread. 
4 Dishes of Lobsters. 

4 Tanxeys. 

3 Dishes of Ducklings. 

4 Dishes Fruit 

4 Dishes of Jellies and Sweetmeats. 
4 Dishes of Tarts. 

4 Dishes of CoUard iieef. 

4 Dishes of Prawns. 

4 Dishes of Dr/d Tongue. 

6 Plates of Oranges and Lemmons. 

6 Plates of Sallad. 

6 P!n*e? of Pickles. 

6 i^iaies of i'lckled Oysters. 

For 14 Gentlemen. 

2 Dishes nf Stewd Carp. 

I Dish of rongue and Udder. 

I DiA of Boyld Fowl with Tongue. 

I Batalio Pye. 

I Hen Turkey with Oyster Loaves. 
I Hamm with Greens. 
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2 Dishes of Asparaguss. 

2 Dishes of Ducklings and Pidgeons. 

t DiA €f Sweetmeats and Jellys. 

3 Plates of Fruit. 

2 Plates of Sallad. 
2 Plates of Pickles. 

For the Stewards. 

2 Dishes of Sa!mnn and Solcs. 
I Hamm with (ireens. 

I Dish of Boyid and Roast Chickens. 
I Dish of Tongue and Udder. 
I Orange Tort with Egg Pyes. 

1 Batalio Pye. 

3 Dishes of Asparaguss and Sweetbreads. 

2 Dishes of Ducklings and I'ldgeons. 

3 Dishes of Roast Lobsters. 
3 Tanseys. 

For the Clerks. 

2 Dishes of Fresh Codd. 

3 Dishes of Boyld Fowls. 
2 Chines and Torkeys. 

I Batnlio Pye. 

1 Marrow Pudding. 

I Dish of Fruit 

I Hamm with Greens. 

Gentlemen, 

Tbe provition Above mentiond with the use of the House free of 
any expense, I promts to pirform for your Credit and the Company's 
satisfaction, for the sum of fivety five pound B. MiLLER. 

An Estimitc of the Charge of treating,' i\\c Judi^es, Aclvor.itcs, 
Proctors, v^c, on the i" nf N!arch, 1727, by the (jentiemcn lately 
admitted in the Arches Court, as also of the expcnces of several 
General meetings and of the Comittee Meetings to settle with the 
several Tradesmoi necessary upon this Occasion. 

£ s. d. 

To M' Miller, Cook, to provide four Tables - - - 550 O 
To Mouns' L'Eglize for a Hhd. of Chateau Margou, 

Bottles, Corkes, Cooperage, Porters, etc., about - • 46 o o 
To Smith for a Hhd. of Port Wine^ Bottles, etc., about' 34 O o 
To Pctkins for the use of his House and for Candles, 
Bread, beer, Linnen, Knives, Forkes, Spoons, Classes, 
Pewter, Fireing, Oyle, Vinegar, Salt and Pepper, 
Attendants, at 10^. per Head for every person that 
sits down at the four Tables, about . • 4 10 o 

To d** liwr 2 doien Canary and 3 dozen of Sherry • 6120 
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To M' Stonier for 12 Gallons of Old Hock, at I ix. per 

Gallon, and for Bottles, etc., about • • - • 7 10 0 

To M' Perkins for the Wine that is drank in his house 
which is not bought of Mm, after the rate of 6d, per 
Bottle, about 6 10 0 

To him for Wine for the Ofl6cers, Writers, etc, about 50 

Bottles, at 2s. per Bottle - - - - - - 500 

Paid him for Admission, Wine, Biskets, etc. - - * S 7 ® 

Paid at the General Mcctinj,' of the 9* Fcb^, £s OS. od^ 

and at the meeting of this day - - - - - — — — 

Expended at 7 several Meetings oi the Comutee, and for 
Wax to smI the Tidcets and Wine^ and for Coachire 781 



.^'-3 '7 2 

Thursday, 39^ Feb''^, 1727 Agreed with MoonsF Raseu te 
two doz. of Buiigundy, at 41. per Botde. 

Friday, March r*^*, 1727. 

The names of the Doctors present : — M' Dean, Sir Henry 
Penrice, Sir Nathaniel Lioyd, D' Wood, D' Henchman, D' Paul, 
D' Pinfold, D' Phipps, Strahan, ly Audky, D' KinasWH 
D' Andrew, D' Branthwayt, Sayer, D' Isham, jy BiampUn, 
D' Cottrell, D' Harwood, D'.Chichley, 

Proctors' names :— M' Peirson, Jones, M' Alexander, M'P)Ogf, 
M' (iarrett, M' Ueihick, M' Greenly, M' Treuly, M' Oughtoo, 
M'Grig^^ M'Gavenor, M' Chapman, M' Rushworth, BrHofaaai, 
Spurway, M' Rawsoo, Pinfold, M' Tylott, M' E. Smith, 

M' Hill, NP Nevile, M' Searle, NP Linthwayt Farrant, NP Cheeks, 
M' Folkes, NP I*cnn>Tiiann, M' John Taylor, ^P Peirce, M' Ha^Ties. 

Clerks out of their time : — M' John Barrett, M' Henry Lee, 
M' John Lee, M' Pollard, M' Cartwright, M' Aldridge, M' Strudwick, 
M' Bogg, M' Crcspegny, M' Henry Farrant, M' Arthur Zoudi, 
M' Ben. Kenner, M' Sleeford, M' Shnro, AP Charles Alexander, 
M' Taverncr, M' Edward Pellet, M' Stephens, M' W'" Stubbs. 

Clerks Articled and not out of their time : — NP G. L. Farrant, 
M' Peirson's Gierke, M' Alexander's Gierke, M' Dcthick s Clcrke, 
M' Greenl/s Gierke, M' Rushworth's Gierke, M' Rawsoa's Qafa^ 
M' Pinfold's Gierke, M' Hill's Gierke, M' George Roey, M' Jot 
Williams, M' Tabor, M' Mark Sayer, M' Searlc's Gierke, 

The newly-appointed Proctors who provided the dinner:— 
M' Hutchins, M' Smith, M' White, M' Patten, M' GoUins, 
M' Sayer, M' Legard, M' Gheislin, M» S» Eloy, M' PhiUips, 
M' Wood, W Browne, M' Welham, M' Gook Sctf, M' Boycott 
M' Cook Jun', M' Cesar, M' Rous, M' Skeiton. 

These lists contain, .ij>j)arently, the names of those invited: 
Mi. i'eikia:>' accuuuL bliows that 91 actually sat down to 
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dinner, namely, fifteen at the Doctors' table, twenty-four 
Proctors, seventeen Clerks out of their time, fourteen Articled 
Clerks, nineteen new Proctors, and "Mr. Cook's [two] 

Cler<^ymen." 

Some curious details are supplied by Mr. Perkins' bill. Fie 
charged corkage on io8 bottles of French wine, Chateau 
Margaux, sixty-three bottles of port and thirty-seven bottles 
of hock, in all 208 bottles ; this wine was purchased from 
various merchants. In addition to this Mr. Tcikins charged 
for nine gallons and one quart of sherry, six gallons of canaiy, 
forty-seven bottles of port, and six quarts of mountain. His 
bill also contains the following items : sugar, 3^. ; cards, 4^. ; 
tobacco, Sx. 4d,\ coffee and tea, 5^. ; bread and butter .for 
twenty servants, 3<r. 4^ ; broken glasses, 14^.2^^; and 10s, 2^d, 
for forty-nine *' bottds sent home." 

The actual cost of the dinner amounted to ^^165 i6s, 8^., 
a fraction over £1 i6s, sd. a head ; the preliminary expenses, 
including refreshments at the Committee Meeting.s, brought the 
tot;il up to £1^6 Sj. ?>(i. The nineteen new Proctors who 
were ti c hosts on the occasion contributed nine guineas each, 
amounting to ;^ 179 1 1^-. 

The unconsumed wine, there was not much of it, was divided 
among the new Proctors, and the following two minutes dealing 
with this, bring this account to a fitting conclusion. 

Saturday, s*' Mardi, 1727: — ^The French and Ports wine not 
drank yesterday was divided into 19 parts, viz', 7 Hortlcs of P'rcnch 
and 10 (if Port wine ; and earli persKHi's share was sent accordingly 

to their liuuacs by WUi the purler. 

Monday, the 4th March, 1727 : — At the General Meeting this 
day, 'twas agreed that tho nine bottles of Burgundy drank the i** 
instant be charged by the Treasurer to the general account, and that 
the Wine renuuninfir be divided by Lott; which was done ac« 
oordiflgly, and sent to eadi Gentleman's house. Agreed that the 
^ Treasurer settle the Accounts with the several Tradesmen, and 
to have the assistance of some of the Gentlemen therein. 
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By C. V. O'Neil. 

EVERY Londoner knows the Edgware Road, that long, 
straight, monotonous shopping thoroughfare, along which 
plunge motor buses by the score on their way to the 
"Crown" at Cricklewond ; but few among^ the crowds 
that frequent it, unless they happen to be cyclists, have ever 
journeyed as far as the ancient and still old-fashioned village 
from which it takes its name. 

This is, perhaps, due in part to the abrupt manner in which 
town gives place to country along the north-western border of 
London. VVillcsdcn and Kilburn are now big towns; yet one 
may walk directly from their streets into a countryside which 
has probably shown no material alteration for centuries. In 
fact, the population has actually decreased ; villages such as 
Kenton and Preston having dwindled into quite Inconsideiable 
hamlets. 

To many townsmen the fear of ** getting lost" in the country 
is veiy real, and acts as an eifectual barrier to any wandering 
from well-known tracks. 

Edgware is about eight miles from the Marble Arch, and 
may now be speedily reached from any part of London by 
those whose taste turns to trnm\\ r\ys and motor buses ; but, as 
I shall presently show, there are bye lanes and meadow paths 
by whieh a rambler may find his way thither, with scarcely 
a sight of a main road, and with much pleasure and profit 
to himself. 

The Edgware Road itself is in one way not uninteresting, 
since the imagination must always be stirred by a road which 
has for centuries formed one of the main routes of the nation's 
traffic Authorities differ as to whether it can justly claim to 
be a portion of the ancient Watling Street, or to be of Roman 
origin ; but the fact of many discoveries of Roman antiquities 
in the neighbourhood of Brockley Hill (between Edgware and 
Elstrce), which has been identified as the site of the city of 
Sulloniacae, coupled with the militaiy straightness of the road, 
would seem to bear out the latter supposition. 

In any case it is certain that for a very long period the road 
was thronged with pilgrims journeying to the famous shrine of 
St. Alban, and, as Edgware was the only halting place on the 
way, its inns, to this day ver}- numerous, must have flouri:>hed 
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exceedingly. In later years it became part of the great 
Birmingham highway which bears off sharply to the left about 

a mile beyond Edgware. 

The village, which straggles for a mile or more along the 
main road is, at the present day, of little interest in itself, and 
even the chnrm afforded by irregularity of outline and diversity 
of style has lately been practically destroyed by the widening 
of the road for the tramways, which lias Ijeeii effected by 
shearing off the fronts of the houses, giving the place a ragged 
and forlorn appearance. Doubtless when the houses are re- 
fronted it will be in red brick and plate glass, and old Edgware 
Will be no more. 

The church, usually the one building in a village which lends 
dignity to the most cc«nmonpIace surroundings, is here dis* 
appointing. As seen from the fields, the embattled tower with 
its one turret, in the style so commonly met with in Middlesex, 
looks imposing, and it is, in fact, the last relic of an older 
church which is said to have belonged to a religious house 
dedicated to St John of Jerusalem. The present brick building 
is of no particular character, and only dates from the earlier 
half of the last century. 

The main inducement to visit Edgware, however, consists in 
the beauty of its surroundings : in whichever direction one 
turns one may find field-paths, green roads, and pleasant shady 
lanes; and even now, when London's tentacles threaten to 
grasp every meadow within their reach, and to degrade it into 
"eligible plots, ripe for immediate devrlojnncnt," one may still 
find, as I said above, secluded ways, al no greater diblancc 
from London than Brondesbury, four miles from the Marble 
Arch, by which all main roads with their noise and dust, their 
moto» and trams, may be entirely avoided. 

The rambler who would thus reach Edgware must turn to 
the left on leaving either of the railway stations at Brondesbury, 
and pass right over the long rise known as Shoot-up Hill. A 
short distance down on the further side Minster Road will be 
found on the right. It soon passes over the Midland Railway, 
and from a stile ' on the left just beyond the bridge a footpath 
begins, which passes through a couple of fields to a little lane. 

' This path has, I lind, been badly cut up, and the stile no longer exists, 
but the footpath will be found bdhind the houses Iq an eactcnsion of 
Westbere Road to the left. 
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Here turn to the left past a farm and between overarching 
trees out into Cricklewood Lane. Immediately opposite there 
is another path which leads to a cross track. Follow this to 
the left into a quiet road near Clitterhouse Farm. Turn to 
the right past the farm and follow the lane, which soon becomes 
very narrow and winds continuously, bearing to the right at the 
only doubtful spot until reaching the entrance to the Hendon 
Sewage Farm (a quite innocuous establishment). As an 
alternative, a footpath will be found in an angle of the lane 
soon after leaving Clitterhouse Farm, which leads more directly 
to the Sewage Farm ; but the lane is far pleasanter. In either 
case the lane opposite the entrance to the Sewage Farm, which 
crosses the Brent at a very picturesque spot, should be followed 
until it bears to ilie right, when a gate will be noticed on the 
left, from which a footpath, overshadowed in places by noble 
trees, leads (if all paths to the left are carefully avoided) into 
the main street of Hendon, opposite ihe " Midland Arms." 

Turning to the left here, and shortly afterwards to the right 
(opposite some old almshouses dating from 1729), Hendon 
Church will soon be reached on the right The building dates 
from the XV centuiy ; but the tower, as is so often the case in 
this neighbourhood, is considerably older, and the font is 
Norman. Hendon is interesting by reason of its ancient con- 
nection with the Abbey of Westminster, and both church and 
churchyard contain memorials to many persons distinguished 
by their rank or attainments; but, to the rambler, the view 
from the terrace on the north side of the churchyard will amply 
compensate him, if compensation be necessary, for the miles he 

has ti'a\'erscd. 

In the foreground is a broad shallow valley funacci by the 
brightest of meadows, sloping upwards to the richly wooded 
heights of Mill Hill and Ilighwood Hill, beyond which may be 
seen the distant hills of Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire, 
the whole producnig an eiicct hardly to be matched within the 
county. 

For the purpose of our ramble we must leave the churchyard 
by the gate by which we entered, and turn down the lane to 
the right until it bends sharply to the right at the bottom, 
when a footpath will be seen straight ahe;^, which passes at 
once under the Midland Railway. This track, which is in 
places very faint, leads through a succession of verdant 
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meadows for nearly two miles to the outskirts of Edgware. It 
is evidently but little used, as it runs parallel with the high 
road and is very soft in places, and care must be taken not to 

diverc!;e by any of the paths lendinp^ tn the left. About midway 
to Kdgwarc it meets the little Silk Stream un its way down to 
swell the waters of llic Welsh Harp Reservoir, and it is then 
only necessary to keep the brook (it is no more) on the left 
until emerging into a lane near Edgware. 

This walk is especially attractive in the early summer when 
the grass is high and the buttercups are in bloom. Away on 
the left we can hear the hum of the traffic along the Edgware 
Road, mingled with the hooting of motors and the clanging of 
tramway bells, and we feel that we have indeed chosen the 
better part 

When this path ends in a lane, a swing gate will be seen 

opposite^ from which two footpaths start, that on the right to 
Edgware Station and Church, that on the left across some low- 
lying meadows to the village street, 

The historic interest of Edgware — such as it is, for the 

village is happy in possessing only a fragmentary history^ — 
centres round the estate and vanished mansion of Canons, the 
name of which is derived from the fact that prior to the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries the estate was an appanage of 
the great Priory of St. Bartholomew, West Smithfield. 

The palace, it was no less, which stood on the site ni>w 
occupied by the modern mansion, was commenced in the year 
171 5, and was completed in a style of unexampled magnifi- 
cence, with funds which had been appropriated by the Duke of 
Chandos from the public purse. The state he maintained was 
r^al ; in fact no fortune^ however vast, could suffice for such an 
expenditure ; the result being that after standing only thirty- 
two years the building was utterly demolished, and the 
materials sold by auction. 

Now, the only traces of past magnificence arc the noble 
avenues of trees and the fish-ponds which still remain. The 
estate itself, which borders the main road for over a mile, has 
been for many years destined to become a high-class building 
estate, but without any measure of success so far. 

The most pleasing memory which exists of the "great" 
Duke of Chandos is his patronage of the arts, and it is to his 
liberality that we owe much of the work of Handel. The 
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church of St. Laurence, Whitchurch (or Little Stanmore) 
stands about half a mile from Edgware^ and in it may still be 
seen the organ at which the great composer sat, and the 
paintings, in the florid style of the time^ with which it was 
decorated to suit the ducal taste. 

In the churchyard may be found the tomb of William Powell, 
the " Harmonious Black«=mith," immortalised by Handel. 

The church, with the exception oi the tower, which is 
ancient, was erected about the year 1715 by the Duke of 
Chandos. It is buried deep among the trees, and, as seen from 
the meadows to the south, the tower forms a very picturesque 
feature of the landscape. 

Some pleasant rambles may be taken by foUowing die lane 
past the church as far as the ** Green Man*' on Stanmore 
Marsh, from which point a footpath leads across Stanmore 
Golf Lmks and under Belmont Hill, and Harrow Statkxi 
(L. & N.W.) may be reached in about two miles. If time 
serves, Belmont Hill, which is in part artificial, is well worth 
climbing for the fine views it affords, and a short distance 
beyond it some old cottages will be noticed, with long gardens 
in front usually flaming with flowers. 

To return to Ed^nvare from the "Green IMan," the old road 
(Honcypot Lane) immediately to the left of the inn should be 
followed for about a mile, until a footpath is met with, which 
crosses it diagonally. From this point, by turning to the left, 
Ed^vvaic \mH be reached in about a mile and a half. 

It should be mentioned that Honey pot Lane has not been 
made up for years, it is liable to be swampy in a wet season, 
and the fields are vety soft after rain, so tiiat this walk is only 
suitable for dry weather. 

In some parts of Hertfordshire nearly eveiy village has its 
" Bury,*' a little settlement apart from the world, in the begin- 
ning the resort of those who feared the tyranny or rapacity of 
a stronger race^ and who desired merely to till their fields and 
worship their ancestral gods as their fathers had done before 
them. The termination is rare in rural Middlesex, and such 
places as Sudbury and Kingsbury, which at once suggest 
themselves as instatices, do not furnish a complete anriln<:y\', as 
we have not the names of parent villages still existing with 
which to couple them — no better example could, however, be 
found than Edgware and Edgwarebury. 
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Edgwaie, from its position on a main road, has alwa)^ felt 
the current of traffic from and to London. Edgwarebury, on 
the other hand, although less than two miles away, is to this 
day absolutely out of the world. The one roadway by which 
wheeled traffic may find access to it is obviously modern, and, 
before its existence, the only tracks must have been of the most 
tortuous and miry character. 

To reach Edgwarebury across the fields we must leave 
Edgware by an old green lane, known locally as the " Roman 
Road," which starts at tlie back of the church, and runs over 
high ground parallel with the main road. Where the lane 
becomes swampy, a footpath will be found inside the fields on 
the left, and, where this rejoins the lane, which here swerves 
to the left, a very obscure footpath starts from a gate opposite. 
Its first direction is almost due north, that is to say, well round 
to the left on entering the fields ; but^ on passing into a second 
field, it bears slightly to the right and eventually reaches the 
farm of Edgwarebury, with its outbuildings and a few cottages — 
a " farm town " it would be called north of the Border. 

This path is so little known that when I once asked a farm lad 
at Edgwarebury how I should find it at that end, he disclaimed 
all knowledge of such a path. Yet there is no doubt but that 
it is one of the primeval tracks to the settlement. 

To return to Edgware, we may turn to tlie right through the 
gate which leads out into the modern lane I mentioned above; but 
a far better course in verydr>' weather is to turn to the left just 
outside the gate up a rising green track. This is the old green 
cart-road to the farm, one of the most beautiful of the many 
ancient lanes which abound in Hertfordshire and north 
Middlesex. For about two miles it works its way between the 
fiekl8» following every angle of the hedgerows. It is in many 
places a mere path, almost choked with nut and hawthorn and 
bramble, with intervening stretches of smooth dry greensward 
where the hedges recede, and it becomes as wide as a high 
road. A marked feature of this, as of other deserted tracks, is 
its remarkable stillness, which lends a touch of solemnity to the 
most blazing August afternoon. Here the world is hundreds 
of miles away, and time ceases to exist. It would not, one 
feels, occasion more than a mild "-uirprise if one of the primeval 
forefathers of the hamlet wc left a few minutes ap^o were to 
stride forth from amongst the bushes at the end of one of the 
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long green vistas. We shall not meet a soul, however. In this 
particular lane the only person I ever came across was a police 
sergeant, fresh from London, full of energy and a desire to 
know his district thoroughly. He thought this was a funny 
place for a man to have on his beat, and soon retired to the 
Edgwarc Road and the trams. 

On leaving the lane Edgware lies about half a mile to the 
right. The footpaths in this neighbourhood are all so alluring 
that it is difficult to know which to omit; but with a good map, 
such as that issued by the Commons Preservation Socirt}- some 
years ago, which is '^till quite trustworthy — so little do the foot- 
paths alter, except where building is in progress— the rambler 
may choose for himself, and which ever way he turns he can 
hardly go amiss. 

I must, however, mention one more path, which, although only 
a short one, is surely one of the mo:>t beautiful within reach of 
London, and, moreover, it provides a good return route to any- 
one who would prefer to take the train from Mill Hill or Hendon. 

Between the station approach and the RaOway Hotel a path 
will be seen skirting the railway company's property, and when 
it comes out into the open a branch path bears off to the right 
to a lane, which must be followed to the left until it terminates 
in a cross lane. Here turn to the right past a large red brick 
hous^ and almost at once to the left into the fields. The path 
can easily be followed through a succession of delightful 
meadows to a lane, where Mill Hill Station (M.R.) and The 
Hale Halt (G.N.R.) arc but a few yards to the left. For Hendon 
turn to the right and soon pass under r>ne railway and over 
another, then turn to the right along the lovely iane known as Page 
Street, and in less than half a mile a footpath will be seen on 
the right, which leads direct to Hendon Church in about a mile. 

In conclusion, it may perhaps be as well to mention, as I 
have already done in connection with several walks, that all 
over this district, where the roads are few and the green lanes 
and fidd paths abound, the latter are liable to be very muddy 
after rain, and, as a matter of fact, the green lanes are scarcely 
ever passable before July, and not even then if there have been 
any heavy rainstorms ; but when the ground is thoroughly hard 
they cannot be surpassed, whether for those who are scientifically 
disposed, or for him who, possessing an eye for the beauties of 
nature, is merely bent upon a leisurely ramble. 
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By Ethel Llga-VVeekes. 

[Continued frompb 176. J 

I PASS now to the consideration of the question of the 
situation of tlie State Bargehouses erected by Cromwell, 
which, it will be remembered, were declared in the Survey 
of 1652 to be then " allreadye finished." 
Some of the followini^^ extracts from the Domestic State 
Papers of the period bear upon this point. 

1649, May 23 :— Warrant to be issued to Warner, keeper of the 
great barge^ to deliver the cloth belonging to it to Nalh Bonnicke, 
waterman, who is to bring it to Kinnersley, keeper of the 
Wardrobe. 

1649, June 16 : — Lord Grey and Mr. Holland to see that the rich 
barge cloth, delivered by Warner, later master of the barges, is 
properly secured. 

1649, Aug. 31 : — A committee to consider how many barges should 
be rr<^(rrved for the use of the State, and how many watermen enter- 
tained to have liverie bearing the r'.rms of the Commonweahh, and 
what the charge will be ; likewise iiuw the bargecloths reserved 
may have the arms of the Crown taken out and those of the 
Commonwealth put in. 

1649, November 21 : — W™ Grimshaw and Roger Hayward, 
bargemen, to carry the provisions to Abingdon. 

1649, Dec. 18 : — ^^27 IS, 6d. to be paid by M' Frost to Richard 
Nutt, Master of die barge, fw his charges in repairing the barges of 
the Commonwealth. 

1650, Feb. 10 : — The bill of Rich. Downes and Jas. Ludlow, for 
cloth for the watermen's coats and for the baige daths and the 
embroidering of them, approved lo be pud by M' Frost 

1650, March 18 :~AV preparation of barges and watermen to 
carry the Ambassadors, etc. 

1650, April 4 : — The Master of the Barges to have the two Slate 
Barges ready on Monday morning to attend the Speaker. 

1650, April II : — The Commhtcc for Whitehall to consider what 
cushions and carpets are fit for the State's barges, antl nrrkr thcni. 

1650, April iS : — The Master ot the Barges to get them ready to 
attend Council. 

1650, May 7 : — ^The Master of the Barges and his assistant to 

give in the names of half a score of the most notorious malignant 
watermen who have been in arms against Parhament that they may 
be secured. 

1650, Oct. 12 : — M' Carter, surveyor, to proceed with the building 
of the harj^ehouse according to the form given in, and sell the old 
house to the best advantage. 

1651, March 6 : — The public barges lo be made use of by the 
Lords Ambassadors now going to Holland, to bring them to their 
ships, and the Master of the Barges to wait on them, etc. 
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i6$i, Oct. 4 :~"The lesser barge" to attend some of the 
Admiralty Committee. 

165 1, Oct 10 : — X Committee to examine what the profits of the 
Master of the Barges place are. 

1651, Nov. 1 : — The addition of £20 a year is to be mndc tb 
Richard Nutt, Master of the .State's Barges, from 25 Dec. next 

1652, March 1 : — Warrants by the Council of Sute for payrocats. 
.... By Walter Frost on bill Irom the Admiralty Committee far 
expenses of building a ten-oar barge for the use of the State, £71 I2J. 

1652, March 10 : — Gualter Frost to W" Legg. For ifehrtt 
cushions and other necessaries for liie State's Barge. 

1652, June 38 : — Sir O. Fleming to be directed to provide 
barges, etc. 

f'' 55, Dec. iS : Payment to Richard Nutt, bargemasler, and the 
watermen, for carrying Ambassadors. 

1655^) I ' — for Thomas Scott and servant beydiid 
seas. 

1656, April 25 :— To Richard Nutt, Master of the Baigcs^ far 
carrying (persons named) with tlic ten-oar barge. 

1656-7, Jan. 20 : — Reference of Thomas bcou's dem^d about the 
bargehmise; Lambeth, to the Admiralty Commissionerst to exaniioe 
wlK-ther any or what allowance should be made him, and whcdierin 
a grcjss sum or a yearly rent. 

1657, July 23 (109) : — Order on report on Thomas Scais 
donand, that he has a clear title to the ground on which the barge- 
houses at Lambeth are built, and that the inheritance had better be 
purchased ; that /80 be paid Scott for the fee simple of the ground, 
that the Attorney General prepare a conveyance of it to Hii 
Highness ; and Uiat the Admirahy Commissioners give a wamat 
for payment of the money. .Approved 4 Aug., annexing : — 

(109, I) : — Report of the Achniralty Commissioners a!1uc!cd t'>, 
adding that Scott has been at great charge in building the houses, 
but that they judge ^80 to be more than the value of the gr(BiDd 
before the building of the houses* 

(109, II) :- Thos. Scott to Sec. Thurloc. I think the ground 
whereon the bargchouses are built worth .^100, but offered :t 

to the Navy Commissioners, which is less than ibc 
Goldsmiths' Company * and a private person give me for tlie 
adjacent ground. No change of power could lessen its value for 
bargehouses, coal and timber yards, etc. ; and for other lands 
bordering the Thames, 4 or 5 ft broad and 30 ft long, I get 4f. w 
5J. a year. I hope after two yean* attendance the State will not 
give me less than the ;^ioo which 1 could have of a priwM 
person. 

* The Clerk of the Goldsmiths' Company informs me that he can find n" 
trace in the Company's records (which arc scanty during that period; oi 
the piece of ground in question. 

The Clerk of the Watermen's and Lightermen's Company has been 
unable to find any prints on record which might assist in estabUsbiag tbe 
site. 
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(to9, III):— Report by Att. Genera! Prideaiix that he has 

directed an assurance from Scott of the ground on which the 
bargchouscs are built at Lambeth, and caused a fine to be levied 
by him and his wife i>o that for ;^8o the ground is assured to His 
Highness, 21 Oct., 161; 7. 

16574 Oct 30 : — From Admiralty Commissioners to Navy Com- 
missioners. Order for a bill to Thomas Scott, for ^80 for purchase 
of the ground near Lambeth, on which the State bargehouses are 
tniilt 

1659, June 21 : — The choice of a bargcmaster referred. 

1659, July 27 :— The business of the Master of the Sute's barge 

referred. 

J 659-60, Jan. 27 : — Edward Leaman to be Master of the liarges. 
1659-60^ Jan* 26 Thomas Washboume to be Assistant to the 
Barges. 

Unfortunately, the original Fine, of which the following is an 
abstract, gives no definite particulars or boundaries of the land 
acquired by Cromwell : — Feet of Fines, Surrey, 1657, Michael- 
mas Term: — "The Final Agreement between Oliver, Lord 
Protector of the Commonwealth of England, etc., querent, and 
Thomas Scott, Esq., and Anne his wife, deforciants ; of one 
Messuage, two bargehouses, one garden, one orchard, and 
^ acre land, with the appurtenances, in the parish of Lambeth. 
.... The said Thomas and Anne warrant the premises to the 
T>ord Protector against any claims from themselves or their 
heirs for ever; and for this remise, quitclaim, etc., the l^rotector 
gives ;^ioo -sterlinq'." 

In the Official Calendar of State Papers, the item of Oct. ;^0, 
1657, concerning the purchase of this ground, is indexed under 
** Thomas Scott of Deptford," who is elsewhere in the index 
(1655-6; styled "Thomas Scott, Master Allcndantat Deptford," 
a large amount of correspondence passing between him and 
others concerning the equipment and accommodation of vessels 
and other naval matters. 

I cannot but think that this Thomas of Deptford, and 
Thomas the seller of the bargeyard in the parish of Lambeth, 
are one and the same with the Thomas Scott known as " the 
Regicide," who was executed in 1660,' for, although in the 
account of the latter in the D.N.B., there is no mention of his 
connection with Deptford, or with naval affairs, it is there 
stated that he was one of the purchasers of Lambeth House " 

' Not to be confounded wth Major or Col Thomas Scott, M.P. for 
A^borough, 1645. (D.N.B.) 
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(i.e., the Palace); Manning and Bray's Surrey (vol. iii. p. 470), 
citinjj MS. Lambeth Lib., No. 951, Lamb. Papers, f^ivcs the 
information that "the Manor of Lambeth, during the Usurpation 
of Cromwell, was sold to Thomas Scott and Matthew Hardy 
for £7,072" 

l^oth Mannings and Bray and the D.N.B. seem to have over- 
looked the fact that Scott also held under the Commoawealdi 
the Manor of Kcnnington. 

Charles I, when Prince of Wales, had granted a lease of this 
Manor ' to Francis Lord Cbttington for a term of eighteen 
years, to date from 1637 ; but in 1646 the Committee for the 
Sale of Crown lands made over the lease for the residue of 
this term, for £600, to Richard Bowcher of the parish of 
St. Clement's Danes, Gent, who agreed to pay £yx> more if 
before the 30th Sept. . . . (? 1648-9) the Parliament would 
consent to the sale thereof; and who "acknowledged that the 
above lease was taken, and his name used only in trust to and 
for the Use of Richard Graves, of Lincoln's Inn, Esq." 

In 1649, March 4 [;>., 1649-50], "The Capital Messuage 
commonly called Kennington Mannour, and certain lands and 
tenements above Tneritioned " a long specification of *' the 
Demesne lands," etc., Grounded upon a Survey taken by 
Hugh Ilindley, Esq., and others, in Feb., 1649," after which a 
list is given of " Reprices, ' mcluding " the Manor House," '* the 
Buckshorns," and other tenements) were " contracted for, and 
agreed to be sold unto Richard Graves, Esq.," ** in attestation 
of which contract," names .... etc, are subscribed, 20 March, 
1649. (Particulars for Sale of Crown Lands, Augment^, R. 2a) 

I must leave it to those more versed in the mysteries of 
the law to explain how so few years later this same manor 
could be disposed of to another man ; but AUen, in his History 
of Lambeth (p. 260) after referring to Graves* purchase in 1649 
of (? the lease of) the Manor House and Demesne Lands of 
Kennington, adds : It was sold in 1650 as Crown Property, 
"and was purchased by William Scott of Little Marlow." 

In the Calendar of State Papers there is the entry : — 

1660, Oct. — : — " Petition of Capt. John Maxwell, that he ooajr 
live like a gentleman, and [have] a grant, at the ancient rent, of the 
Manor of Kcnnington, sgld by Parliament to Thomas Scott, uhoon 
he apprehended at Leisle, and brought up tO London. Has 
constant in his allegiance, etc." 

' Manning & Bray iii, 485. 

303 



Digitized by Cooglc 



THE KING'S OLD BARGEHOUSE. 



The apparently contradictory statements as to the name of 
the purchaser are reconciled by recourse to the document at the 
Record Office (Particulars for Sale of Crown Lands, Augin", 
R. 20), which, after summing up the various rents, profits of 
Courts, etc (amounting to £iJi 6s, iid, per ann.), and setting 
forth at some length the Customals of the Manor, declares that 
"the manor with the rights, members, and appt' above 
menconed " are contracted for the 15th April, 1650, and agreed 
to be sold to William Scott of Little Marlow, co. Bucks, Esq^ 
for J^3»339; being rated in fee simple at thirty years' purchase, 
at the present yearly value of £107 6s. 2\d, 

In attestation of this contract names are subscribed, 22 May, 
1650, but there follows a "Memorandum," that, "At ye desire 
and by writeing under ye hand and seale of y^' sd. VVm. Scott, 
beareing date y*^ 24 Jan., 1654" {i.e., 1655, N.S.) " Theisc are 
to desire and authorise the Trustees appointed .... for sale of 
ye honours .... lands, etc., to draw up and seale a convey- 
ance uf the premises above mciUioncd aiid hereby contracted for, 
unto Thomas Scott, of Lambeth, Esq., his heirs and assigns 
. ... for ever. Dated (and subscribed to) 25 Jan., 1654." 

Below is written, *'Theise are to certifie . . , . y' this 
pticular, w*^ all pceedings thereopon, as it is thus finished, is 
entered and feg° by me, this 3^ day of April, 1655, John 
Wheatley, Dep. RegV 

William, the first purchaser, was no doubt the son of the 
Thomas to whom he resii^ncd the estate. Thomas "the 
Regicide" is said in the D.N.B. to have had a son, William. 

It thus becomes clear that Thomas Scott could have sold to 
Cromwell land for his bargehouscs, whether in the Manor of 
Lambeth or in thr Manor of Kcnnini^ton — a part of which 
latter (within the parish of Lambeth) Ix^rdcrcd on the Thames 
for some distance to westward of Bargehou.se Alley. The 
suggestion may be offered — quantufn valmt — that the *' King's 
Old Bargehouse " of the 1875 O.S. might have been of 
CromweU's erection, and have acquired its royal title only after 
the resumption by the crown, on the Restoration, of the 
property that had been alienated under the Commonwealth. 

In any case, Cromwell's new houses cannot have stood on 
the exact site of the *' King's Bargehouse** of the 1652 Survey, 
as that was extant while these were " already finished,'* and was 
indeed still standing in 1657, if, as I believe, it was identical 
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with " the bargehouse now in decay," to which in that 3rear, at 
a Court Baron of the Manor of Paris Garden, Margaret 
Boughton was admitted tenant upon the death of her grand- 
mother, Margaret Thorpe. 

From the Court Rolls of the Manor of Paris Garden, it 
appears that one "Thomas Scott, gentleman," was a "cus- 
tomary tenant" of that Manor in 1640, when he complains of 
" an encroachment by the owners of the victualling house, the 
sign of the Bull " [? near Bull Stairs] on his ground, " now in 
the occupati on of the Karl of Arundel." In 1632 a "ship- 
wright's yard ' had been included among Scott's holdings; and 
in 1646 Margaret Thorpe [? possibly as sub-tenant] surrenders 
at a Court of the same Manor, *'.... messuages, bargekomsts^ 
a wharf, gardens, etc., late in the possess" of Thomas, Earl of 
Arundel'* 

[To be continued.] 

Notes to Part I. 

(p. 164, line 4.) In the Calendar of the Records of the Court of 
Augmentations, Henry V'lII and Edward VI, is a r^rence to Buodk 23, 
No. 68, John BiUnet and Ridiard Wykes t^ Richaid Thorpe, re manor and 
stock, Surrey. 

(p. 166, line TO.) For " Hent/rti^r" read "Hentzn^*." 

(p. 172.) Re the barge in the South Kensington Museum, I am 
officially informed that the statement that this was built in the reign of 
James I has been removed from the labdi the authoriti^ being nov 
satisfied that U was the one built for Fredoick, Prince of Wales, about 
1750. 

(p. 172, 4th par.; Mr. Nutt, Resident Architect, Windsor Castle, kindly 
writes me dut the last occasion when the King's State Barge was used was 
June X3, 1904, when the King and Queen were rowed by the King's 
watermen [under Mr. East, liargc Master, E.L-W ] from the Home Park 
to Eton Collie, to receive an address. The address was headed with a 
ynitm of Ae College, with the royal barge on the river in the Ib r^ro u nd. 

(p. 176^ line 34.) Delete yet to." The Bargehouse site was let for a 
term of 99 years, which will have esqpired in a few months. 
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THE PAGEANTS OF THE HOME 
COUNTIES. 



By Arthur Henry Anderson, Joint Editor of Tke HomiUmd 
Handbooks, 

IN 1905 Mr. Louis Parker carried through at Sherborne the 
first of those modem pageants with whose existence, as 
a fact, the papers have made everyone familiar. Since that 
date quite a number of pageants have been arranged and 
presented. The Home Counties have had to share in this 
movement, and pageants have been held at St. Albans in 
1907, at Chelsea and Dover in 1908, the la^t, under the 
snp'Tvision of Mr. Parker himself. It seems fitting, as the 
peculiar function of a pageant is to bring home to the spectators, 
in a mrumcr not hitherto attempted, the lii toric past of the 
place, that some account of these three pageants, should appear 
in the Home Counties Magazine. 

It is the more desirable, because, while this attempt to present 
the past in its very life and action, should appeal to all of 
antiquarian tastes, it is inevitable from the nature of things 
that but few can have seen either of the pageants, and in con- 
sequence, but few can realise their character. The fact that 
the papers have been full of accounts and the illustrated 
weeklies and magazines full of photographs, means nothing. 
No journalist or critic has yet, with the possible exception of 
Mr. William Archer, seen in the pageants anything more than 
an item of news or a subject for descriptive writing. Nothing 
critical has been attempted— the differences, the relative merits, 
have barely been discussed. Lacking this criticism, no account 
that I have seen has convc\'ed the remotest impression of the 
actual beauty and impressiveness of pageantry at its highest 
jiuwci. Perhaps this is not surprising, for everyone to whom I 
have spoken, who has witnessed cither of the chief pageants, has 
declared that the impression given and the delight derived 
have absolutely transcended anything that could by any 
possibility have been looked for. As for photography, it does not 
even b^n to express the scenes of beauty, for the reason that 
It has no power to express motion or to portray colour — two of 
the chief elements in the great result Remembering this and 
realising also, that no more than half-a-miUion people at a 
generous estimate, can have seen either of the round dozen 
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of pageants, it would be perhaps in any case worth while to 

say something of those that have concerned the Home Coun- 
ties, but their definite value in stating history in terms in- 
teUigible to the least sensitive ranks them as educational in a 
high degree. 

With the general idea of the dramatic pageant even-one is 
by now familinr. This point should, however, be noted. The 
site and the action are correlative. The aim is not only to 
present history in a living form, but to link that representation 
with the very theatre in which the real events were enacted. 
Thus not only is history taught — in a broad way of course — but 
the very soil, most familiar, is invested with its true historic 
significance. The istudent of the past is independent of such 
stimulus ; but to the ordinary man, to the boy and girl, these 
representations come home with all the force of a new idea, 
and that conveyed along the avenues of pleasure and beauty. 

A perception of continuity of life and effort, a realisation of 
the submergence of the individual in the broad current of 
national life and per contra^ the power of a mighty personality 
to stem or to deflect that current — in short, a more common 
realisation of the ideas that are summed up in the cultivation 
of the historic sense, this is the direct effect of a well-produced 
pageant. Incidental benefits there are without number. With 
those this is not the proper place to deal. 

Obviously it is not possible to make the connection between 
place and event exact at all points. At St. Albans the grand 
stand fronted a level piece of greensward, on the site of the old 
Roman city of Verulamium, flanked by frat:^ments of the old \\ alls. 
Here were enacted a sacrifice of tlic Druids, the capture of 
Boadicea, the martydom of St. Alban, the founding of the 
Abbey by Offa, the funeral procession of Queen Eleanor, an in- 
cident in the Peasants* Revolt, the second battle of St Albany 
At Chelsea, in the grounds of Chelsea Hospital, we had among 
other things^ the Roman crossing of the Thames, May Day in 
Chelsea Fidds, Charles H founding Chelsea Hospital, and a 
Royal Venetian Fete at Ranelagh Gardens. At Dover again 
there was the death of Gawayne and the coming to Arthur of 
the ambassadors from Rome, scenes from Malory's M^rtt 
n Arthur (an inversion of the order), William the Conqueror at 
Dover, the Interdict and the submission of King John to Rome, 
the return of Edward I and Eleanor from the Holy Land, 
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Henry V and Katherine (a compression of Shakespeare), 

Henry VHI and the making of the Harbour, the meeting of 
Charles I and Henrietta Maria. The paj^cant at Dover was 
held in the grounds of Dover College. In the backf^round was 
the Ljaleway of Dover IViory. Cleail\ w ith scenes purely my- 
thical and with actual events whose loaiie lias not been deter- 
mined, the connection between place and event must not be 
strained too hard, but the reah'ty of it is seen in the case of St. 
Albans. On that very site ail the activities of a Roman city 
were in being ; within view was the abbey, direct successor of 
Offa's building ; we know that Eleanor's great funeral proces- 
sion passed through the town ; at and around the abbey surged 
the townsmen in the days of the Peasants* Revolt ; in the street 
through which we passed to reach the Pageant grounds, 
Yorkists and Lancastrians surged in deadly battle. How 
forcibly this living connection between place and action 
was brou'^dit home can only be realised by those who actually 
saw the vivid reproductions of these episodes. 

Another point to note is the absence of theatricality. Al- 
thouj^di a pa^^eant draws out in a marvellous degree latent 
histrionic and elocutionary powers, yet the naturalness of the 
whole representation is apparent. This is due in part to the 
absence of artificial scenery, in part to the generous size of the 
open-air stage, which permits and indeed requires performers 
to be at such a distance from the stand as to free them from 
shyness or constraint, and in part to the numbers of parti- 
cipants amid whom an individual loses himself. Thus on the 
one hand such great powers of acting, of declamation and of 
singing have been evoked, that American spectators have 
refused to believe that the principal performers have not been 
professionals and on the other hand the whole representatidn has 
a naturalness and ease that would be quite lacking if the same 
performers were treading the restricted boards of a conven- 
tional stage. 

Of these three pageants the least important has been Chelsea. 

In spite of the willinjif aid of many distinguished men and 
women the result was nnt to be compared with either St. 
Albans or Dover. There were scenes of beauty and some 
individual jierformers of mark, but there was a lamentable want 
of grip, an absence of tlic dramatic. The performance was 
rather a series of tableaux than of dramatic incidents, and not 
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even the brilliance of a few unusually fine impersonations could 
knit it into any sort of unity. It must be admitted that the 
promoters had great difficulty with their site. A group of 
trees in the middle forced all performers to the very foot of the 
grnnd stand and limited the possible entrances. Nevertheless 
the most was not made of the site, and one is regretfully com- 
pelled to add that those who saw tlie Chelsea pageant have not 
come within measurable distance of realising what is actually 
possible. Yet even in this case, those who came to see it 
c'l] >] jreciated the enormous significance of the mr)vcment, had 
glimpses of wliat can be done by such means to awaken a 
palpitating interest in what has been to many a quite indifferent 
past. There, too, an immense enthusiasm was engendered 
among those who took part ; and to those who saw it and to 
those who helped in it, Chelsea will never again be a mere suburb 
of London, but an entity with a full, rich and self-contained 
stoiy of Its own. 

At St. Albans, the townsmen had the advantage of the finest 
site of the three — wide stretches of meadow with giant trees 
and distant watercourses, with the bulk of the long Abbey, 
crowning its hill, in full view. Here Boadicea's chariot could 
(and did) thunder across the sward from far beyond the stand 
yet in full view, and long cavalcades of horsemen rode uncon- 
cernedly between the trees at a furlong's distance. Add to 
this, that though the dialogue was a very feeble comp> i-^ition, 
there were great dramatic possibilities in ev^ery episode, and it 
results that St. Albans was a signall)- fine production. Every 
episode stands in memory clear-cut and distinct Not even 
after the lapse of a year does one merge into another. The 
eight episodes I shall always recall easily, if I live to be a 
hundred Individuals and single incidents are as strongly tm- - 
pressed on the mind. Indeed for sheer dash and vigour, for 
the unfeigned delight with which the participants went throt^ 
with their task, for boldness of colour and conception, Sl 
Albans must rank high. Though Mr. Parker had nothing to do 
with it, yet his methods were adopted with a will by the Sl 
Albans' people, and to sudi an end that in some respects the 
performance could not have been excelled by any set of per- 
formers under Mr. Parker's own direction. There can hardly 
be seen anything more moving than the funeral of Queen 
Eleanor, more realistic and impressive than the flight of arrows 
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and the deep distant thrumming of the longbows, more natural 
than the foment and turbulence of the ragged townsmen in 
answer to John Ball's haranp^ue ; and 1 never expect to see any- 
thing more beautiful than the Morris Dance. Other Morris 
Dances I have seen, but none such as this. It was the very 
soul and s[)irit of beauty in rhythm and motion. 

Wonderful as St. Albans was, it remains to be said that 
while at some points it could not be surpassed even by Mr. 
Parker, in other respects even it was (juite overshadowed by 
the [lerformance at Dover, which perhaps represents in many 
respects the high water mark of accomph.^liuicut. The key 
notes of tlie pageant were Dover as the gate of England and 
the friendly connections of England with France. These ideas 
tended to deprive the pageant of possible dramatic elements 
and to concentrate attention on incidents connected with 
royalty. Monarch after monarch forms the central figure of an 
episode. King Arthur, William the Conqueror, John, Edward 
and Eleanor, Henry V and Katherine, Henry VIII and 
Charles V, Charles 1 and Henrietta ; around these the incidents 
revolved. The result is that in less than a month the mind 
refuses, in spite of the distinction of certain incidents, to disin- 
tan<;le episode from episode. There is overlapping in the 
memory : incidents stand out, not clear-cut, but as parts of a 
kaleidoscopic j^rcmping. This is the worst that can be said. 
Here the dialogue was fully worthy, and was far in advance of 
St. Albans, Terse, pilliy, simple, direct and humorous, it was 
just wii.it fiUed the occasion. In this respect Mr. Louis 
Parker's experience as a playwright helps him, though the 
dialogue is necessarily of a quite different order to that of a 
stage-produced drama. And at Dover, the connecting lyrics 
written by Mr. James Rhoades were of a stately and solemn 
beauty. 

For the rest, in the consummate grouping and movement of 
his figures, in the wonderful effects of mixed and contrasted 
colours, in {he variety of entrances, in the ease and restraint 

of the whole performance, in the unobtrusive passage from 
episode to episode, in the connecting chorus of the elder knights 
of King Arthur perfectly led by a soloist of rare feeling and 
declamatory ability, in the solemn and beautiful music, but 
above and b<yo!ul all, in the wonderful convolutions an* I 
grouping oi llic hnal tableau and march past ; in all of lliesc 
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things the Dover pageant perhaps transcended an3^hing that 
has been seen in England. Of separate incidents none was 
more impressive than the funeral of Gawayne, when the body 
carried by mail-clad knights, mourned by the Lady Ettard 
slowly passed, to the tolling of a solemn bell, between lines of 
priests, the elder knights, and beyond, the women, while Arthur 
stood bowed in solitary grief, till the arrogant trumpK:t blast 
of the Roman ambassadors recalled him to a world of conflict. 

What the future of pageantry may be, it is perhaps, as yet 
too early to say, The expense of a pageant is enormous — Mr. 
Louis Parker calculates it at something like ;^8,ooo. Only a 
few performances can be given and the charges for seats are 
necessarily rather high. The result however is something so 
utterly unlike any thing ordinarily attempted»so full of memorable 
incident and colour, that everyone who can should hold it to be 
a duty to see and support any pageant with local claims. The 
direct benefits are so clear, the incidental advantages so numer- 
ous and lasting, that it would be a sad thing if this growing 
movement towards an appreciation of the splendour of the 
national story and its vital connection with all parts of our 
homeland should die away for lack of the support which alone 
can keep the movement sound on its financial side. 

For the purj)ose of a record a full list of the episodes pre- 
sented at the three Home Counties Pageants is appended : — 

St. Albans Pageant, Site: a meadow within the walls of Vera- 

lamium, 15th to 20th July, 1907. 

Episode I, B.C. 54 — The defeat of Cassivelaumis by Julius C.xsar. 
11, A.D. 61— The defeat and death of Doadicea. Ill, A.D. 303 — 
The martyrdom of St Alban. IV, A.D. 793— The frandation of 
the monastery of St. Albans by King Offa, V, A D. rigo — The 
funeral procession of Queen Eleanor. VI, A.D. 1381 -Julm Rail 
and the l^easant's Revolt. VII, A.D. 1461 — 'i h«» ond battle of 
St, Albans. VllI, A.D, 1572— The visit of (^uccn Elizabeth to 
Gorhambury. 

Master of the Pageant — Herbert Farman. 

Chelsea Pageant, bite; The old Ranclagh Gaidens, Royal 
Hospital, June 35th to July ist, 1908. 

Episode I, B.C. 53 — The Romans cross the Thames at Chelsea. 
II, A.D. 786— The Synod of Chelsea. Ill, ct'rca. A.D. 1500^ Mny 
Day in Chelsea Fields. IV, (u) A.D. 1527 — Henry VIU visits 5>ir 
Thomas More at Chdsea, and (d) A.D. 1534 — Sir Thomas Motels 
farewell to Chelsea. V, A.D. 1547 — Princess Elizabeth and Lady 
Jane Grey at Chelsea Manor. VI, A.D. 1557 — The funeral pageant 
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of Queen Anne of Clevcs from Chelsea to Westminster Abbey. 
VII, A.D. 1592— Queen Elizabeth visits Lord Howard of Effing- 
ham at Chelsea. VIII, A.D. 168 1— Charles 11 foonds Chelsea 
HospitaL IX, A.D. 17 14 — Don Saltero's tavern and Doggett^s 
Coat and Radge. X, drca, A.D. 1749— Royal Venetian Fete at 
Kanelagh Gardens. 

Master of the Pageant — J. H. Irvine. 

Dover Pageant, Site: The grounds of Dover College (the old 
Priory.) July 27th to August 1st, 1908. 

Episode I, MyihicaL — King Arthur ; the death of Gawayne and 
the coming of the Roman Ambassadors with their denumd for 
tribute. II, A.D. 1066 — William the Conqueror at Dover, confirms 
the liberties of the Cinque I'orts. ITT, A.D. 1213 — The Papal In- 
terdict and the submission of King John to the Legate. IV, A.D. 
1275 — ^The return of Edward I and Queen Eleanor from the Cni« 
sades. V, A.D. 141 5 — Henry V (compressed from Shakespeare.) 
VI, A.D. 1520 — Henry VIII visits Dover; the begining of Dover 
Harbour. Vil, A.D. 1625 — Charles I and the arrival of Henrietta 
Maria ; the tinal tableau aitid march {»st 

Master of the Pageant — Louis N. Parker. 



THE CHRONICLE OF PAUL'S CROSS. 

By VV. i^ALEY Baildon, F.S.A. 

[Cootinaed from p. 155.] 

1538, May 12. *'This yearc l!.c t2th dale of Male, being 
the dbird Soundaie after Easter, the Bishopp of Worcester, 
called Dr. Latymer, preached at Paules Crosse^ at whose sermon 

should have bene present a penitent to have donne his penance, 
called John Forrest, Friar Observant, Doctor of Divinitic, latelie 
abjured for heresie, the eight day of the said moneth of Maie^ at 
Lambeth before the Most Reverend Father in God, Thomas 

Cranmer, Archbishopp of Canterbcrie, with other, and after his 
said abjuration, sworne upon the Evangclistes to abiclc the injiinc- 
tion of the said Most Reverend Father for his penance ; w hich 
said Friar Forrest obstinath'c and frowardlie, not like a true 
penitent {)crformin^ liis said penance, but standing yet stiff and 
proud in his mah'cious niymie, refuscil to doc .... which said 
Friai I'orrest should this dale have borne a faj;ott at J-nuks 
Crosse for his pcimance, and also with a lowde voyce have 
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declared certaine thin^es by his owne mouth, after the 5:aid 
sermon enjoyned him, for his said pcnnance ; ail which said 
thinges he refusing to doc, the said l^ishopp desiring all the 
awdience then present at the said sermon to pray hartclie unto 
God to convert the said Friar from his obstinacie and proude 
minde, that he might have grace to turne to be a true penitent 
the soner by the grace of God at their prayers, and further their 
declaring his said abjuration and articles, subscribed with his 
owne hande, and swome and abjured on the same, and after 
sworne againe to abide such injunction and pennance as he 
shoulde be enjoyned by the said Court, whose articles wete 
theise, as the Bishopp then openlle read at the said Crosse^ his 
[Forrest's] owne hand subscribed to the same." The articles 
follow. — (Wriothesley's Chronicle^ vol i, p. 78.) 

He was burned at Smithfield on May 22nd ; ** also their was 
brent with him an idoll that was brought out of North Wales, 
which idoll was of woode, like a man of armes in his hameise, 
having a litle speare in his hande and a caskctt of iron about 
his necke hanging with a ribond, the which people of North 
Wales honored as a sainct ; the name of the idoll was called in 
Walch Darvell Gadarn."— p. 80.) 

153S, irmvz May. John I loker,' Minister of Maidstone, trj 
Henry liullingcr :— There was lately discovered a wooden 
god of the Kentish folk [the " Rood of Grace *' at Boxlcy 
Abbey, near Maidstone], a hanging Christ who might have 
vied with Proteus himself. For he was able, most cunningly, 
to nod with his head, to scowl with his eyes, to wag his beard, 
to curve his body, to reject and receive the prayers of pilgrims^ 
. . . . The matter was referred to the Council. After a few 
days, a sermon was preached in London, at the Mclr. politan 
Cathedral, by the Bishop of Rochester. The Kentish Bel 
stands opposite to Daniel, erected on the upper part of the 
pulpit, so that he may be conveniently seen by all. Here, 
again, he opens himself ; here, again, the player acts his part 
skilfTilly'. They wonder, they are indignant, they stare with 
bewilde i iiicnt, they are ashamed to find that they have been so 
dcludetl by a puppet. Then, when the preacher bej;an l*. ua\* 
warm, and the Word of God to work secretly in the hearts 
of his hearers, the wooden trunk was hurled ncck-ovcr-heels 
among the most crowded of the audience. And now was heard 
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a tremendous clamour of all sorts of people — he was snatched, 
torn, broken in pieces hit by bit, split up into a thousand 
fragments, and at last thrown into the fire ; and there was an 
end of him. — (G. C. Gorham, Reformation Gleanings, pp. 
17-19). 

1538, July. " Allso thiji ycre in the moncth of July, the 
images of our Lady cf Wallsingham and Ipswich were brought 
up to London, with all I he jcwelles that honge about them, at 
the Kinge's commaundement, and divert other images both in 
England and Wales, that were used for common pilgrimages, 
because the peo^jle should use noe more tdolatiye unto them, 
and they were burnt at Chelsey by my Lord Privie Seal" 
[Thomas Cromwell]. — (Wriothesley*s Ckrmide, vol. i, p. 83.) 

1538, ? July. John Stokesley, Bishop of London, to Crom- 
well : — ** My Lorde of Rochcstre [Hilsey] appointeth continually 
preachers, sochc as ihey be, for the Crosse here, and all othrcs 
thurgh [throughout] the Citie and my Diocese preache that 

will. Yo"^ Lordesship's Icttres, y' yow appointed to send to 
hym and to mc for the rcinedie herof, shulde partr-K' rcflrt-^sc 
this tlisordre, if it shall l\ ke yo"^ i^^oode Lordeshipe to rcmembrc 
them." — {^Letters and Papers, Henry VIII, vol. 134, fo. 289 d.) 

I 538, October 26. The examination of Sir Geoffre)- Pole : — 
"And also he sa}eth Ihatl the Byshopp uf London [Slukesley] 
in conversation with this cxaminatt hath saycd thatt he was 
but a syfcr, for the Lord Pryvcy Seall [Cromwell] fyrst, and 
then the Byshopp of Rochester [Hilsey] have appoyntyd 
heretyks to preache at Paules Crosse** He was subsequently 
asked to name any heresies that had been preached there. — 
{Letters and Papers, Henry VI H, vol, 138, fos. 16 d, 20 d ; also 
vol. 139, fo. 72 d. 

1538, November 12. Examination of John Colyns, priest. 
Parson of Riishalc, co. Southampton: — "There was also one 
bundle of Icttres written from the Bishop of London to the said 
Sir Geoffrey [Pole], and this examinat redd but one of the said 
letters, wherein the said Hishr p wrote thatt his comptroller the 
Bi.shup of Rochester had been with him to have appointed one 
to preach at Paul's Cross, and that he had awnswcrcd that 
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he would preach himself." — {Letters amd Papers^ Calendar, 
vol. 13, part 2, No. 829.) 

1538, November 24. "Also the 24th day of November, 
beingc Sonday, the Bishop of Rochester [Hilsey] preached at 
Pau/es Crossi\ and there shewed the bloudc of Hales [Hales 
Abbey, Gloucestershire], and recanted ccrteine wordes that he 
had spoken of the sayd bloude that it was a dukes [duck's] 
bloude, and nowe shewed playnely that \ t w ms noe bloude, but 
hony clarified and coloured with saffron, and lyinge lyke a 
goume [gum], as it cvydently had bene proved and tasted 
[? tested] afore the Kinge and his Counsayll, and did let every 
man behould yt there at Paules Crosse^ and all the way as he 
went to dinner to the Mayres, to loke on yt» so that evety 
person might well perceive the abuse of the sayd tfainge. Allso 
fbure persons of the Anabaptistes, heretykely bare fagottes the 
same daye at Paules Crosse, 3 men and i woman»all Duchemen 
borne." — (Wriothesley's Chronicle^ vol. i, p. 90; also Baker's 
Cknmkie^ p« 2S6.) 

{To be contiiineiL] 
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[Continnfid Jfow p* 934*1 

1753* S June. Lease of Possession for one year hf Aidufaild Maclaochlin, of 
East SmiUificld, in the parish of St. T?oto!ph, Aldgatc, yeoman, to John Hod^-^ >n, 
of Nighliiigalc Lane, in the parish of St. John, Wapping, distiller, of 2 pieces 
of land on the east of Denmark Street, Stepney, containing 45 ft and in dqidi 49 fL, 
with 3 mi"?>nru;r<; crcrtcd thcrcoii, which land \v;i> purchrtscd bv Archibald 
MaclauctiliQ, of East Smithheld, turner, the lessor's father, from Joseph Udby, of 
Kitfay Street, bthe puisb of St. Andrew's, llolboni, brewer, and Sanb bis wife, tqr 
lease a i l r< It^ae of 16 and 17 Aiigiut, 1727, and were devuied to tfac Icnor hf bb 
said fallicr. 

1762, I November. Lease of Possession for one year bjr Thomas Tharpe, d 

Chol^LV, CO. Hcrks, cordwaincr, eldest son and heir ami devisee of T1i<>mi> Tharpc, 
late oi tiie same place, cordwaincr, deceased, to John Kayet of Gray's Inn, uf a 
messuage, orchard, etc., in Cholsey, in the lessor's oecnpatloo, wbidi were par* 
chafed by said Thomas Tharpe, deceased, lessor's father, and Kcliccca his wile, 
from John Brooks and Maigaret bis wife, and John Carpenter. S^. and seal icnoved. 
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1763, 7 October. Lease of Possession for one year by Thomas Mantle, senior, 
of East Mailing, co. Kent, hasbandman, and Francis Mantle of the same, late of 
Linton, CO. Kent, husbandman, sons anrl ii vis-x's of Thoni;i.s Mantle, late of East 
Mailings blacksmith, deceased, to John Goixlhen of the same, husbandman, of a 
mes8a^>e and one diime or yurd in East Mailing, then late made into 3 dwdlingi, 
f' rmerly occupied liy William Gosslinp, afterwards by Jr hn Goodhen, . . . . 
Woolktt, widow, and Roltert Smith, but then by Richard Goodhen, John Hills and 
Tanes BUk>p, abutting on Uuids fonnerly of Fnoids Tmner on the aouih^ast. 
Mailing Vicarage oti the eiust, a messuage of the hens of William Whittle 00 the 
north, and the highway on the west. 

"Thb Domesday Survey of Middlesex.** — It may probably sur- 

prise some of the readers of the Home Counties Magazine to hear that the 
Domesday Survey— 2lI least, so far as the Middlesex district is con- 
cerned — is not computed on Saxon, but on Roman land measures. 
The Roman State Surveyors, a highly trained corps of men, using 
instruments, and knowing how to project a trigonometrical survey, had 
long before the dose of the second century divided the coun^ area 
into territories (which correspond to the Hundreds of a later date), and 
then into squares called centurtcu^ marking the boundaries by roads, 
mounds of earth, numbered stones, altars, hedges, ditches, blazed 
trees, etc. Two records of this minute Survey were engraved on 
bronze and kept, one in Rome, and the other, for local reference, 
probably in London as the capital of the Cohma Aitgusia, 

No subsequent alterations were allowed, though the number of 
centuriae, forming any particular estate^ would ol COUlse vaiy from 
time to time under different owners. 

After three centuries of clearinc^ and cultivation under the rigid 
Roman system, die lands in the cuuiiiy area must have formed a 
valuable acquisition to the East Saxon barbarians, when they captured 
this fair colony towards the end of the fifth century. 

The principal landowners were doubtless slain or dispossessed of 
their estates, but no class of inhabitants seems to have been exter- 
minated, and the desrendant'; nf the Roman colonists, the old Iiritish 
population and Uic piccdia.1 ilavci, remained as iarmers and labourers 
under their new masters. As Mr. Coote observes : — '* A new nation 
was established upon the soil of Britain, but that new nation had 
neither expelled nor even dispossessed the older nationality which it had 
found and en( ( >nntered. '1 he latter still existed and was recognised for 
what it really was— Roman." 

I'hough a change in the relationship of the two races to each other 
gradually took plaice^ none was made in the system upon which the 
lands had been laid out in colonial days. 

No land owner without good reason ever goes to the expense of 
diverting roads through his estate, or of altering the lines f)f hedc^esand 
ditches, or other boundaries which for centuries have been eslui tli -bed, 
and so the Roman centuria became known as the Virgate recorded in 
Domtsd^^ and is equal to 30^ of the statute acres. 
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If the Domesday hidation of Middlesex be worked out on this basi^, 
and the acreage of the various holdini;s in their several Hundreds 
reduced to staiuie acres, it will be found that liic loul — which has 
been worked out to the extent of upwards of 141,000 acres — ^practicaUy 
agrees with that given by the modem Ordnance Survey. 

I have recently traced the territories and lines of Roman centuriation 
in the Middlesex district, and I hope before long to show in detail that 
the Domesday purvey only followed those ancient land measures. — 

Montagu Sharpe. 

EASTWiCK TmiE Book.— It is always satisfactory to be able to record 
the return of old parish books to their own district. Mr. H. VV. Billing 
Wayman has generously presented to the East Herts Archaeological 
Society a Tithcbook for the parish of Eastwick, Herts, of the XVU 
century, which he acquired with other MSS. by pur( base. 

It is a small, leather-covered book, measurinir 7^ in. Ijy 5^ in. ; the 
compiler of it was the Rev. Michael Altham, who became Recior of 
the parish in 1663. It contains detailed statements of tithes due and 
paid from 1664 to 1679, which give valuable lists of the parishioneis 
and their holdings, with many fieldnames ; there are also some notes 
of dues fur Christenings, etc. There is mention of a hop-ground, and 
one field is said formerly to have paid "A Tyth Bucke" in heu of 
tithe in kind. 

Mr. :Vltham used frequently to make agreements for composition of 
tithes, which are set out fully in his tithebook. Thus, in 1665, Lord 

Willoughby of Hunsdon, some of whose demesne lands lay in 
Eastwick, compounded fur an annual payment of This led to 

trouble later, as Maiiiicw Jlluck, who bought the Manor of Hunsdon 
from Lord Willoughby, refused to pay tithe, and Mr. Altham brought 
an action against him m 1678 at Hertford; the suit dragged on 
till 1681, when Mr. Altham was successful. They went to law again, 
however, in 1684. An account of these lawsuits is given in the 
tithebook. 

The tithebouk also c ontains a statement of the glebe lands and the 
persons to whom they were let, and extracts from manor roils concern- 
ing rights of way. 'ITiere were 63^ acres of glebe, of which 43 acres 
were in neighbouring parishes. 

Finally, I may state that tlie book can be consulted at any time 
by communicating with the Hon. Secretary of E. Herts Arch. Society, 
Mr. \V. B. Gerishi Ivy Lodge, Bishops Stortford. — C E. Johnston. 

FiMCHLKV Font. — In the ffome Counties MagoMtm (voL % 1903, 
p. 365), in an article entitled " Early English Fonts*'* by Mr. W. BoltoQi 

F.R.S.L., there is a reference to the Finchley font havmg been broken 

up and the fraf^mcnls 'Stowed away." 

If the writer uf the ailiclc or any of your readers could give me any 
particulars of the font in question, when it was broken up, if the 
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fiagmcnts have been preserved, and if so, where, I should be greatly 

obliged. 'I'he Rector v( I'inchley tells me that he knows nothing of 
any mudia;val loiU at Hnchlcy. — Louis R. Lexis. 



REPLIES. 

SIIORNE Chapki., Kent (vol. x, p. 236). — With reference to 
the chapel at Shorae, I may point out that a very full account 
of this building, with illustrations, by the late Mr« G. M. Arnold, 
F.S.A., is to be found in Arcfutolo^a CaiUiana^ voU xx, pp. 
i95'903, and vol. xxiii, pp. 78^5. — F. H. Duffield. 

Crosby Hall (vol. ix, p. 302). — In the article on Crosby Hall 

reference is made to **a Miss Hcskcth^ This is an error. It was 

Miss Maria Hackclt, one of England's worthies, who never rested until 
she had placed every cathedral choir school upon its proper basis. 
Her cenotaph is ia ilu; < rypl of St. Taul's Cathedral. She died at an 
advanced age (93 ?) about 18S2, and I followed her and her half- 
brother, John Capper (92?), to their mutual grave at Highgate; the 
choristers of St. Taul's attended, and sang ** Abide v ith Me " over the 
grave. I think it was Mr. Getuj;t' Cnj ;v r, an uncle, that .issisicd her 
to get hold of Crosby Hall in 1S35 36, when my faiiu r was Lord 
Mayor. For my younger brother, Richard, who has the pottery works 
at Stoke-upou-Trent, has the silver trowel in his possession. — 

Alfred J. Copeland, F.S.A. Lt.-Col. 

HoRWKLLBURY (voL X, p. 22o).— Since my paper on this subject 
was printed, some further research enables me to make the following 
additions and corrections. Altboiii;]. the manor of Horwellbury 
has long since disapp -nred, 1 tind that the name still survives at 
Kelshal!. 'I'he Ordnance Survey map so names the house which stands 
next to IvcLshail Rectury. 1 liUs, having regard to tlic fiict that a mile 
in mediaeval days was roughly twice the length of that of to<day, the XV 
century description of the position of the manor relative to Weston 
Baldock and Royston is substantially correct. The Kelshall Allotment 
Award, 1795, mentions the field nanus, (heat Horwell, Nfead Horwell, 
llorwell. Horwe!! ]*i.:title, and a piece of common land Horwell (Ireen. 
These all lay on ihc norili side of the road from Kelshall to Sandon, 
about a mile from the former place. Cussans's History of Herts^ states 
that the rector of Therfield "still pays the sum of £,2 41. 4^?. to the 
lords of the manor as rent of norw< 11 llu' v Farm." but in many other 
respects Cussans is in error. In the first place, the alleged quotation 
from Parker's History of Cambridj^t is not to be found in that work. 
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Cussans copied it from vol. ii of the Therfield Parish Re^^i':ter The mis- 
take arose through his copying from tlie same page of tiie register another 
item (regarding the Rev. Shuldam^, winch had been entered therein 
from Parker's History, and concluding that both items emanated from 
the same source. In attempting to reconcile the date in the inscriptioii 
on the window at Therfield Church, as given both in the register and by 
Cussans, with that of the marriage of Willi im Paston and Agnes Berr}*, 
as given in the Paston Letters, I have been misled, and am compelled 
to conclude that, whatever the original inscription may iiave been, the 
copy of it in the register is incorrect, at least as far as the date is con- 
cerned. The marriage took place in 1420^ the marriage settlement being 
dated March 34th of that year. The eldest child of the marriage was 
a son and heir named John, whose birth date tlie Sandford MS. gives 
as T 42 1. The daughter Elizabeth was not born until 8 years later. 
William I'aston died in 1444 and was buried at Norwich, whereas 
Cussans dated his death 141 8, and interred him at Therfield. The 
same historian (not Clutterbuck) described the discovery of the XV 
century tomb^ attributing it to William Paston. All these errors are due 
to the unknown XVII century scribe who miscopied the original in'^crip. 
tion, and the only safe course is to ignore his notes, and to refrain from 
any further conjectural statements regarding the window itself until 
such time as some incontestable evidence upon it shall be brought to 
light. — ^Hbrbbrt C Andrews. 
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URREY ARCHi^OLOGiCAL C0LLF.CT10NS, relating to the Histoiy 
and antiquities of the County ; published by the Suney 
ArchjSolQgical Society. Vol. xxi, pp. xlvi, 223. 



As asual, \hc Surrey Society's vi)liimc is full of excellent niaUcr. Tlic first two 
papers deal with the Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Mitcbam ; Mr. liarold Bidder, F.S.A., 
gives an account of the excavations. Mr. Duclcworth, M.D., ScD., diacoones on the 

crania and bones found, and Mr. Reginald SiDitli, B.A., F.S.A., describes the 
antiquities. Mr. K. A. Roberts contributes a series of inventories of diurch goods 
in the reign of Edward VI. These are of great historical interest, and a tiseful 
{glossary is added. Mr. P. M. Johnson has another of his careful and elabotatie 
church -surveys, this time Wf-ii Clandon, illustrated by photographs :in<i liis own 
clever drawings. Mr. ii. i:.. Maiden, M.A., writes on West Hursky and iis 
Utenry associations. Dame Juliana Bernen, tlw author of TAe Bolu of St. Albans, 
is among the writers connected with the place. Another celebrity is niizaljeth 
Fitzgerald, the "Fair Geraldine*' of Fli/Jibelhan poetry. Sir Edv^arU Isiicholas, 
t!ie celebrated XVII oentuiy politicivi, was also associated with West Hotsley. 
Mr. George C. Dnice writes on the symlwlism of (lie f^oat with <^pccial reference to 
the font at Thames Ditton. Kcclesiastical symbolism is always interesting, ajod noc 
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seldom curiously far-fetched to oar modem ideas. Mr. Dnice hascollertcd anamber 
of examplfs for comparison. '* The family of John I'crion, Charier Warden of 
Godalroing ; and the manor of Ashnrst in Godalming,** is the title of a paper hy 
Mr. V. Woods, C.B. ; it is a circftil .trcnunt of a good yeoman family, and the 
numerous references to original documents show that the subject has been thoroughly 
invesdeated. Mr. Gcinrge Clinch, F.G.S., writes on the iron gates «t Carshalton, 
which forme<l the siihjccl of .1 recent article in the //.CM, Nliss or Mrs. Eleanor 
Lloyd communicates a valuable transcri^ of the Churchwardens' Accounts of 
Weybridge, from 1622 to 1701. The senes is ttnfortnnately not complete, but we 
have here all that exists for the perii>d. These accounts arc always interesting^ 
and we should Uke to see more of them printed. Mr. Montague S. Giuaeppi* F.S.A.| 
coDtributes some very interesting documents relating to the River Wandle in i6ia 
Mr. Ranald Smith has two other iu{>ers, on the bronze bucket found in 1907 while 
making the motor-track at Urooklands, near Weyhridgc, and on the Rntnano*Britisb 
pit-dwellings and pottery discovered at Cubham. An excellent volume. 

Maps of Old London ; Edited by G. £. Mitton, Adam and Charles 
Black ; 51. net. 

An excellent idea admirably carried out. The old maps of T^mdon, here repro- 
duced, are some of Uicm very rare, and most of the others are sufticiently costly to 
pisce them beyond the reach of many students of our ancient Citv. It it true that 
several of these have been recently cnpiid in facsimile liy the Ix)ndon Tnpopraphical 
Society ; but, here again, cost and size are two serious factors against their general 
distribntioD. It was, therefore, an excellent idea to publish some of them in ft 
smaller and more convenient fonii. We have altogether nine maps, ranging in date 
from 1550 to I745» a well-selected and representative collection. Th^ are: — 
(1) Wyngaerde's flamnuna^ cirra 1550 ; (2) Ralph Agas*f CtvUas iMtdhmm, 
eirca 1578 ; (3) The Parish of St. Giles in the Fields, of uncertain date ; 
(4) Ilocfnagers Londinum Fcracissimi Atiglut Ke^tti Metrv^if, circa 1572 ; 
(5 and 6) mmlen's London p$td Westmimtcr^ 1593 ; (7) Paitbome and Newcowt*B 
London, 1658 ; (8) Ogilby's Map, 1677; (9) Roquc's Map, 1741-5. The editor 
gives a good description of each one, with realms for the as&igned dale, an account 
of the draughuiman and engraver, and notes of the salient features. These notes, 
brief as they neces<iarily arc, show careful work and arc most useful. The repro- 
ductions arc all that cnuld be desired, and though so much reduced in size are 
marvellously clear. The letter-press references to Faithorne and C^lby are re- 
printed, 'nie book is a nuunrel of cheapne.'is, and should have a lai]gie nie. We 
advise our leaden to secnre copies before the israe is sold out 

Royal Descents and Scottish Rkcords ; vol. iii of the Genea- 
logists' Pocket Libraiy. Charles A. Bomati, Walton-on-Thames ; 
pp. 97 ; 2x. net. 

The first of these sections is by the Rev. W. G. D. Fletcher, M. A., F.S.A. We 
confess that we have no sjtnpaihy with the cult of the Rnyal decent. It «sivmir5 
(nay, reeks) of arrant snobbish nevfs, ami we would rather trace our own descent in 
the male line from one of Edward Ill's mcn>at«anns, than from IMward hinvself 

thrnugh our jTrat-grcnt-prcat rrrandnnitln--r's grcat-CTcnt gTenl-gr.nndinutlur. .Much 
time is thus wasted, which would be better employed in getting at the history of an 
honest yeoman stock. However, each to his taste ; and as there are people who 
indulge in this form of vice, Mr. I'ernau was quite ri;;! ( to ineliide the subject in his 
** Library." Mr. Fletcher's notes will help the aspirant on his way ; they are clear 
and eondse, and refer to many nseltil anthorities. 

The Section on Scottish Records is written by Mr. J. Bol.im J^^hnson, C.A., of 
Edinboigb. This is a ca^tal piece of wcjrk, the various classes of records are 
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briefly but sidcquately de««ribcd, witb their various dates, the general nature of the 
infurmatiun to be obtained from them, and the existence of indexes. It cannot fail 
to be of gieftt use Co all interested in noitb ooitQtiy pedigim. 

EvBSHAM AND THE NEicHnouRHOOD, by the late William Smith; 
second edition revised by E. A. 11. Barnard ; pp. 203 ; 6^. net. 

Dover, With Its Surroundings, by Heniy Harbour; pp. 80; 6d. 

net 

East and West Moles fy, together with an account of Hampton 
Court, by H. G. Daniels ; pp. 88 ; 6(f. net. 

Wolfe- Land, a Handbook for Westerham and its Surroundings, by 

Gib.suii Thonqvson ; pp. 136. is. net. 

These four volumes ate isjiued by the UiMiieland A?«oci.iu<»a in ilicir vvcU-known 
" Handbook " series. The Evesham volume has been much enLtrptnl and impr.')vcd 
in the new additi m ; it is mw <>nc of tin. ]>c<\ 1/ c x' LlIont -cries. The historical 
section has rcceivcii unusuaily iuU treatment, and a new chapter on the blorming 
Evesham in 1645, by Mr. J. W. Wiilis-Band, F.S.A., has been added, togc^aer 
with a XIII century IjalK'.d on Simon dc Monlfnri. T!i<- flr.iwings by ^Tr. K. H. New 
and Mr. B. C. Houlter add greatly to the value of the volume, wliile the photographic 
illttstrations are good and nnmerons. 

Dover is gool ■>( it.> kind, hut it is of a diflerent kind. It is much more of 
the guide-book ty}K-, and we miss Liie historical element sadly, a<i also the drawings. 
Dover has probably more historical associations than any F.nglish town except 
lAiiulon, and \vc h(ii>c to sec in a .second edition that this a-.}x>ct v( the old Cim|uc- 
I'orl is adequately dealt with. We must not, however, be ungrateful. Mr. liarboar 
proves an excellent and interesting guide, l*oth to Dover and the ncighlKnirlwod. 

Mr. II. G. Daniels hiis been more successful with Kast and West Moloscy. 
Tliesc places have not the interest of Evesham or Dover, but he has done what he 
could with somewhat scanty material, and done it very well. His sketch of 
ll.ampton Court, tliough perhaps nnneoessarily condensed, is also a creditable piece 
of work. S')mc of the river view-s arc imrticular'.y t^ood. 

We have included the Wolfe- Land volume in ilua notice in order to inform oui 
readers that a new edition irill l>e issued veiy shortly, in view of the recent odebra* 
ttons in Canada. We xetenre a detailed account until later. 

RFAniNG, by Present Row ; 2d. 
Rye, by Arthur Henry Anderson ; 2d. 
Walton-on-the-Naze, by R. H. J. Crook ; 2d. 

These littk- Ii^oVlets are the pioneers of a new pcrics issue<l by the Ilonit'lar'i 
Association, to be known as '* i he Homeland Handy (.iuides." Well got up, wun 
plans of the towns and plenty of iUustrations, they should command a rciy la^ge 
sale. They are marvels of cheapness at the price. 

The Akchkr Guide to Hf.rne B.\y, fourth edition, by B. D. Dexter; 

An lu r IVinting Company ; ^d. 

A cajiit il Iklle guide. Mr. Dexter gives an interesting historical aketch of the 
n. ii^hiM turhood, and a gootl description of Heme Bay and places near. Tlic 
ilk; ;i:i' ii >:i> includc, besides photographs, a map and some pietty pen diawings by 

llie auilior. 
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